
Messaggio dal Presidente

Notable Thanksgiving 

When I was a kid living at home, our family went to the home 
of my Uncle Henry and Aunt Gladys in Seattle’s Wallingford 

district for Thanksgiving dinner every year. They operated a 
drugstore located just around the corner from their home. I had 
just turned 15 in October and had traded a 1925 Model T Ford for 
a 1933 Chevrolet sedan and $65.

Even though it burned and leaked oil, I drove it from our 
home in south Seattle to their house—a real adventure. The car 
had six almost-new tires, including the two mounted on the front 
fenders, yet I had so many flats on the trip that I had to demount 
and mount several tires using a claw hammer, two screwdrivers, a 
hand pump, and a patch kit. I arrived at their house late, covered 
with dirt. 

Thanksgivings since then have been much more pleasant.   

—Rex Rice, President
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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year.  In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place of 
regular meetings in those months. The regular 
meeting location alternates monthly between 
Shoreline and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies 
and other events throughout the year.
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• This year’s Classic re-enactment 
of the legendary “Targa Florio,” 
the oldest motorsports race in the 
world, now at its 102nd edition, will 
take place from 4 to 7 October with 
sponsorship from Abarth. 

• The Targa Florio Classica will 
involve three splendid cars from the 
FCA Heritage collection: Abarth 
2400 coupé (1964), FIAT 500 (1974) 
upgraded with the new “Abarth 
Classiche 595 Conversion Kit” and 
Autobianchi A112 Abarth 58 HP 
(1974).

• Each car represents one of Abarth’s 
great road car construction 
categories, in its roles, respectively, 
as independent builder of high-
end GT cars, inventor of upgrade 
conversion packages for small-
displacement FIAT cars, and, after 
its acquisition by FIAT in 1971, 
creator of the sporty versions of 
popular standard production cars. 

FCA Heritage’s Abarth Cars Take Part 
in the Targa Florio   Turin, 26 September 2018

• To celebrate the 110th anniversary of the birth of the 
company’s founder, Anneliese Abarth and racing and test 
driver Eris Tondelli, who developed the iconic 595 cars, will 
be taking part in the event. 

• The Abarth brand’s current range will be on display in piazza 
Verdi in Palermo, while some Scorpion models will be 
available for test-drive in the city’s famous Mondello district.

• Abarth’s unbreakable bond with the Targa Florio has brought 
many successes in both the speed race and rally versions of 
the event. And the two latest editions of the Targa Florio 
Rally have brought past thrills back to life, with the powerful 
Abarth 124 rally taking part.

Cars:

• Abarth 2400 coupé (1964)

• Autobianchi A112 Abarth 58 HP (1974)

• FIAT 500 (1974) upgraded with the Abarth Classiche 595 
Conversion Kit   

Link for more info:
http://www.press.fcaheritage.com/press/article/fca-heritage-s-abarth-
cars-take-part-in-the-targa-florio

http://www.press.fcaheritage.com/press/article/fca-heritage-s-abarth-cars-take-part-in-the-targa-florio
http://www.press.fcaheritage.com/press/article/fca-heritage-s-abarth-cars-take-part-in-the-targa-florio
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It’s November and all I’m thinking about is turkey! I hope your 
safe driving tips don’t include the huge turkey on top of the car 
above. 

We have some good stuff in this issue.  Dave Pruczinski  has 
provided installment number 10 on the restoration of Sofia.  Also 
Joe Elliott has provided photos of his trip to the FIAT rooftop track, 
and Fred Russell has shared lots of Abarth news.

I hope to hear that someone was able to attend the Pacific 
Raceway event with the Alfa club. On the last page of this 
newsletter, I have included a link to the Pacific Raceway events 
website page. 

Until next month— Pat Kvietkus
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These are some photos Joe and his 
girlfriend took. His report: “I talked 

our way onto the rooftop of FIAT’s former 
Lingotto factory (the birthplace of many 
club members’ X1/9s but now a shopping 
mall, among other things).

“The ~1-km oval test track on the 
building’s roof is still there! (One of the 
hotels in the building makes it available to 
guests as a jogging track.)

“Our main reason for being in Turin 
was the Museo Nazionale dell’Automobile 
(so let me know if you’d like any FIAT-
related photos from there for the 
newsletter).

“But in addition to that and Lingotto, 
we also stopped by the former Lancia 
headquarters building in the Borgo San 
Paolo neighborhood, which may be of 
interest to some club members, so I’ve 
included photos of that as well.”   

Photos from My Trip to Italy 
from Joe Elliott

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The New Abarth 595 Range Makes  
Its Debut at the Targa Florio Turin, 11 October 2018

• The Classic re-enactment of the legendary “Targa Florio,” held 
for the 102nd time, has just ended, with sponsorship from the 
Abarth brand and the debut of the new Abarth 595 range. 

• Thrilling test drives on the roads of Sicily and display in Palermo 
of the new range of the iconic Abarth 595, which evolves in both 
aspects of its dual personality—performance and style.

• The new 595 Competizione and 595 Pista are fitted as standard 
with a new version of the legendary Record Monza exhaust, 
which gives the engine a new, even more exciting sound, 
underlining its “performance” flair.

• The 595 Turismo has an exclusive new “Asfalto Grey” colour, 
leather seats as standard and the Urban pack to embody the 
lifestyle aspect of the brand.

• Available in hatchback or convertible version, the new 
range comprises five trims: 595, 595 Pista, 595 Turismo, 595 
Competizione and 695 Rivale, with a variety of power ratings 
from 145 to 180 HP.

• The “Targa Florio Classica,” the regularity rally for historic 
cars, involved three splendid cars from the FCA Heritage 
collection: Abarth 2400 coupé (1964), FIAT 500 (1974) 
upgraded with the new “Abarth Classiche 595 Conversion Kit,” 
and Autobianchi A112 Abarth 58 HP (1974).

• Competition is a fundamental feature of the history and 
present of the Abarth brand, which has a long and proud 
tradition in racing and rallying, where the most innovative 
technologies are perfected ready for transfer to the Scorpion 
brand’s on-road cars.

This year’s Classic re-enactment of the 
legendary “Targa Florio,” the oldest 
motorsports race in the world, now on its 
102nd edition and sponsored by Abarth, 
has just come to an end. To celebrate 
the special sporting bond with Targa 
Florio is firmly rooted in history, Abarth 
introduced the new Abarth 595 range  
with a preview for the fans of the “Cursa.”

In addition to taking part in the 
prestigious event with three vintage 
models picked from the FCA Heritage 
collection, Abarth organised an exciting 
test drive experience at the wheel of the 
new 595 range on the roads of the oldest 
race in the world and the new 595 range 
was showcased for the first time in the 
heart of Palermo. 

The brand’s icon has evolved in line 
with both aspects of its dual personality, 
performance and style, the ingredients on 
which every Abarth, of past and present, 
is based, and which transform the 
ordinary into the extraordinary.   

Link for more info: http://www.abarthpress.
com/press/article/the-new-abarth-595-
range-makes-its-debut-at-the-targa-
florio-2018

Photo gallery link: http://www.abarthpress.
com/gallery/detail/1774&lng=2

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-new-abarth-595-range-makes-its-debut-at-the-targa-florio-2018
http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-new-abarth-595-range-makes-its-debut-at-the-targa-florio-2018
http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-new-abarth-595-range-makes-its-debut-at-the-targa-florio-2018
http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-new-abarth-595-range-makes-its-debut-at-the-targa-florio-2018
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Pruczinski Project: “Sofia” – Part 10

As of now, the body work is all 
finished and the car is completely in 

primer. By assembling a portable garage 
in the shop, Dave has made a spray booth.  
So far he has painted the dash, trunk lid, 
hood, doors, gas cap cover, and the trunk 
and engine compartments. 

If the temperature keeps up, we plan 
to have the whole car painted by month’s 
end.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org November 2018 The FIAT-isti   7 

www.fiatnorthwest.org


8   The FIAT-isti November 2018 www.fiatnorthwest.org

and on the tarmac of the Rally 2 Valli in Italy, leading to 36 firsts 
by the Scorpion in the R-GT category this year, in 12 different 
international championships.

In Latvia, Simone Tempestini (Italian with a Romanian 
license) and Sergiu Itu (ROM) drove a conservative race that 
allowed them to win the continental title in the Abarth 124 rally 
Selenia International Challenge, after their success in the category 
during the Rally Poland, and second place in the Barum Rally 
Zlin in the Czech Republic. So, the Bernini Rally team celebrates 
a prestigious title, with Tempestini, a young and promising Italian 
driver, who, on arrival, declared with much satisfaction: “It was 
a very hard race. The first leg did not go well, but in the second, 
despite the very slippery surface, we made a comeback and got 
good lap times in the special fast trials. Today, our goal was to win 
the Abarth Trophy and the rich final prize.”

The Abarth 124 Rally Wins Again in the 
R-GT in Latvia and Italy   FIAT Press Turin, 15 October 2018 

• Thanks to his result in the 
Rally Liepaja in Latvia, Simone 
Tempestini (ITA) wins the European 
Championship of the Abarth 
124 Rally Selenia International 
Challenge.

• Andrea Modanesi (ITA) wins 
the category in the Rally 2 Valli 
(Verona), the final round of the 
Italian Championship.

The Abarth 124 Rally achieved two 
other successes in the category on the 
dirt track of the Rally Liepaja in Latvia, 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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In the Rally 2 Valli in Verona, the last Italian Championship, 
another Abarth 124 rally of the Bernini Rally team, driven by 
the young Italian Andrea Modanesi with Roberto Maleki (ITA), 
distinguished itself in its class. Following an initial duel with 
teammate Christopher Lucchesi (ITA), with co-driver Marco 
Pollicino (ITA), Modanesi took the lead in the R-GT category 
during the fourth special trial, and held onto it until the end of the 
race.

Modanesi: “It was a special season, in which I tried to gain 
experience in different driving conditions. The Abarth 124 rally 
supported me, allowing me to accomplish challenging races with 
the Tour de Corse World Championship and win first place on the 
dirt tracks of the Rally San Marino and the Adriatic, as well as here 
in the 2 Valli.”

The winning crew of the Under 35 category of the ACI Rally 
Italia Talent, composed of Andrea Lasevoli from Tuscany and 
Luciano Finzi from Milan, behind the wheel of an Abarth 500 R3T, 
paid for its lack of racing experience, exiting at the first special 
trial, without being able to finish the race.   

Link for more info: http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-abarth-
124-rally-wins-again-in-the-r-gt-in-latvia-and-italy

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-abarth-124-rally-wins-again-in-the-r-gt-in-latvia-and-i
http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-abarth-124-rally-wins-again-in-the-r-gt-in-latvia-and-i
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2018 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Proofer
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

FEN November Meeting Notes
November 7, 2018

The North End meeting was at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta in Shoreline. 
No meeting notes were taken. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar

First Saturday of Each Month
Griot’s Garage Caffeine and Gasoline® Cruise-
In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 South 38th Street, 
Tacoma, WA, 8 am. Theme: Hot Rods. Where can 
you find exotic super cars, street rods, tuner cars, 
and race machines rubbing elbows in the same 
place? The first Saturday of every month, you’ll 
find that and more at Griot’s Garage Caffeine & 
Gasoline® cruise-in car shows. 

Each month has a different theme but all kinds 
of cars are welcome. We get up early and brew 
the coffee and set out donuts, you cruise in to our 
Tacoma Flagship Retail Store with your favorite 
ride and hang out. It doesn’t get much better than 
this. Caffeine & Gasoline events are a great chance 
to talk cars with fellow enthusiasts, get inspiration 
for you own projects, and tune in to the local car 
scene.

December 5  Regular club meeting 
(South End). Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 
Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner from the regular menu.

Note: The usual December Holiday Party has 
been moved to January since most people are 
so busy between Thanksgiving and the several 
holiday activities and expenses of the December 
holiday period.

January 2  Regular club meeting is 
pending cancellation if the Holiday Party is 
moved into the January time slot.

Photo credits previous page and this one: FIAT–Abarth Press
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

Local Pacific Raceway schedules: http://pacificraceways.com/

2019 FIAT 500 Abarth First Drive Review (Digital Trends, October 23, 2018, by Bradley Iger)
https://www.digitaltrends.com/car-reviews/2019-fiat-500-abarth-review/

Cars Continue to Sink While FIAT Chrysler Automobiles Rises to Top Ford In September  
(Forbes, October 2, 2018, by Ed Garsten)
https://www.forbes.com/sites/edgarsten/2018/10/02/cars-continue-to-sink-while-fca-rises-to-top-ford-in-september/

GM, US Car Sales Slump But FIAT Chrysler Surges (Phys.org, October 2, 2018)  
https://phys.org/news/2018-10-gm-car-sales-slump-fiat.html

FCA to Unveil Sporty New FIAT Model at the Festival of Motoring (Automotive Business Review, September, 
2018)
https://abrbuzz.co.za/mobility-beat/44-motoring/7123-fca-to-unveil-sporty-new-fiat-model-at-the-festival-of-motoring

The FIAT 500 1957 Edition Is Back, Adding Turbo Power to Retro Charm (Car and Driver, September 
26, 2018, by Daniel Golson) https://www.caranddriver.com/news/2018-fiat-500-1957-edition-retro

1953 Lancia Aurelia PF200C Named “Best of Show” at 2018 The Quail (Concept Carz, August 24, 2018)   
https://www.conceptcarz.com/a28002/1953-lancia-best-show-2018-quail-motorsports-gathering.aspx

Explore John’s Board “Obscure Classic Italian Cars” on Pinterest (Pinterest, November 8, 2018, by John)  
https://www.pinterest.com/js22444984/obscure-classic-italian-cars/

The Most Beautiful Italian Classic Cars (Gentleman’s Journal, November 20, 2018)
https://www.thegentlemansjournal.com/beautiful-italian-classic-cars/

2018 Lancia delta HF Integrale-Futuristia Coupe (Top Speed, September 13, 2018, by Jonathan Lopez)
https://www.topspeed.com/cars/lancia/2018-lancia-delta-hf-integralefuturista-coupe-ar182453.html

 
NEW Lancia Stratos 2018 Testing on the DYNO For The First Time! SCREAMING V8 Sounds!  
(MSN Autos–Road & Track, October 30, 2018)

https://www.msn.com/en-us/autos/ownership/new-lancia-stratos-2018-testing-on-the-dyno-for-the-first-time-
screaming-v8-sounds/vi-BBP6ER2

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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