
Messaggio dal Presidente

October 7, 2018: A Bad Day
We went on a Sunday drive down Hood Canal on Highway 101 in 
our ‘92 Toyota Previa van, enjoying the fall colors. We had dinner 
in Quilcene and afterwards headed north to home.

At milepost 103, I entered a curve too fast, and thanks to that 
and wet weather, the van slid and rolled to the driver’s side. We 
climbed out, unhurt, but Jiggs, after exiting from the center sunroof, 
disappeared into the woods. His collar has my cell number and he 
has a chip, but so far, no news. We are very upset and concerned 
about Jiggs. We’ll return this morning to continue the search.

The van is totaled.

Rex Rice, President

Update: Two days later as we were driving south to the crash site, a 
woman called saying she found Jiggs. We crashed in a remote area 
of Highway 101 but she lived nearby. We were SO relieved! Now we 
are dealing with insurance and legal stuff. I already have a citation 
mailed to me from the State Patrol which I have forwarded to 
Jefferson District Court, asking for a hearing. Jiggs is fine. I’m going 
to slow down from now on. Our FIAT has a roll bar just in case. 
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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year. In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place of 
regular meetings in those months. The regular 
meeting location alternates monthly between 
Shoreline and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies 
and other events throughout the year.
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What a great day to be at the Seattle Center fountain area, showing 
your Italian car and talking to folks interested in our cars and 

how we maintain, drive, and relate to it as a hobby. Dan and Sooz were 
in their Black 1982 FIAT Spider Guisseppi, James and Katrina Sandeen 
brought their 1979 White Lancia Zagato, Camron Birch brought his 
New 2018 Alfa Stelvio, Sean and Jennifer brought their 1980 Red FIAT 
Spider, Alex Sargeant brought his Aprilla motorcycle, and I brought my 
1976 Lancia Beta Coupe. One of the vendors slipped in with his 500L 
all wrapped up like a soda can. Lots of kids wanted a car like that! 

— Pat Kvietkus  

FEN 2018 Festa Italiano 
Saturday September 29th

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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It is fitting that the last event we attended 
in our 124 spider, Guisseppi, was the Festa 

Italiana at the Seattle Center. That was one 
of the first club events we attended when 
we bought the car. It was a fun day, as usual: 
eating, wine tasting, and watching the Italian 
chef ’s demonstrations.

Yes, that’s right, folks, after much soul 
searching, Dan and I are retiring our little 
car. We find that we don’t have the physical 
capacity to clean and maintain it, and it is 
time to downsize again.

No worries, we will remain in the club 
because we have too many good friends 
here. Besides, who else would put up with 
us? So, we are hoping to find a buyer soon. 
If we get the right price, we will include a 
membership in FEN to the new owner. 

For info: dsrian@frontier.com or either 
one of us at 206-795-7302. 

Festa, continued

Photos by James, Katrina, and Pat K.
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It’s October and driving days are normally getting scarce—that is, if 
your car doesn’t like rain. But so far, it’s awesome driving weather! So 
much for normal. Soon enough, the true PNW citizens will have about 
50 ways to describe the shades of gray weather that we know is 
coming. Winter is coming?

A group of six of us were at the Festa Italiano. Dan and Sooz decided 
to sell their car “Guisseppi,” so it may not be available by the time 
you read this newsletter.  Lots of lookers were pondering the fun they 
would have. Photos by the fountain were a rare treat as they typically 
wave us off.  James in the photo above is showing off his photography 
skills (mostly blocking traffic!) 

Please check out the events calendar that Bert is updating frequently!

Until next month— Pat Kvietkus

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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January 2019 Holiday Banquet 

!Proposal!

It is proposed that the January Holiday Banquet (which now 
replaces the December Holiday Party) be held at Amante’s in 
Renton.

The restaurant can provide a menu similar to this: two salads, 
three or four pasta dishes, red and white sauces, pizza, and a des-
sert or two at a fixed price per person.

Alcohol would not be included in the ticket price but would 
be available for individual purchases. Coffee, tea, and other soft 
drinks would be included.

If this proposal is approved by the membership by vote at 
the North End meeting in November and the South End meet-
ing in December, a menu and per-person price will be deter-
mined. Individual “tickets” will be sold by the Club.

Currently, available dates are the first two weekends in Janu-
ary. To be determined is the time of day (i.e., lunch or dinner) and 
either Saturday or Sunday.

To be determined would be the ability to offer very limited 
ticket sales at the door due to the need for the restaurant to pro-
cure and prepare the meal in a timely manner.

Door prizes could be available but those should be of a higher 
quality than at our regular meetings.

Also to be determined is whether or not the club would sub-
sidize the ticket cost from the treasury as an incentive for partici-
pation, as payback for members’ contributions to the club, and to 
welcome new club members. Established club policies allow up to 
$300.00 to be used to secure the venue and $100.00 for food, deco-
rations, and other incidentals, both without prior board approval.

The treasury is in good shape and since we have not held such 
an event recently, it may be time to return something to the mem-
bership. The club held a similar banquet at Marie Callendars in 
December 2010. That restaurant was not up to the task; however, we 
know Amante’s is very capable and willing to work with us. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org


6   The FIAT-isti October 2018 www.fiatnorthwest.org

New 500L S-Design, Sporty Emotions  
Styled for Young Families
Turin, 19 September 2018

• The 500L special edition is the latest 
addition to the FIAT S-Design family, 
which already includes the 500X, the 
Tipo 5-doors and the 124 Spider.

• Dedicated to a young and metropol-
itan public, the 500L S-Design special 
edition emphasizes the dynamism of 
the “Cool & Capable” FIAT model. 

• Based on the Cross version, the new 
500L S-Design crossover features a 
raised stance, sporty look, exclusive 
matte bronze paintwork and glossy 
black roof, in addition to the Myron 
finish accents, two-coloured 17-inch 
alloy rims and special sporty interiors.

• The most advanced connectivity 
with the Uconnect™ 7" HD LIVE 
touchscreen system, which ensures 
complete smartphone integration 
thanks to Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto™ functionalities.

• Efficient petrol and diesel engines,  
all Euro 6/D compliant, are available.

• The 500L S-Design aims at consol-
idating the success of the model 
which was first launched in 2012 and 
which has been firmly at the top of 
its segment for over five years and 
absolute leader in Italy.

• Urban sportiness and distinctive style.

Here comes the FIAT 500L S-Design, the 
new special edition that explores a new 
way of being “Cool & Capable” and com-
plements the S-Design family to express 
instantly captivating exclusivity, dyna-
mism and personality. 

Based on the Cross version, the crossover interpretation of the 
500L, is designed to escape everyday routine and stands out for 
its unmistakable sporty appearance and complete standard equip-
ment. Perfectly respecting the iconic nature of the FIAT 500, the 
new 500L S-Design is the ideal answer for young, modern families, 
particularly those who want to be dynamic and stay connected.

The new 500L S-Design is the latest addition to the family that 
over the past months has carved an ample spot for itself in the sales 
mix of 500X, Tipo and 124 Spider. A special edition that brings 
together the functional and emotional worlds of the FIAT brand 
in one. Today is the turn of the 500L S-Design targeted in partic-
ular to men who are interested in the latest trends of fashion and 
technology.

On the outside, the new special edition combines the Cross 
look and raised stance with an exclusive matte bronze livery paired 
with glossy black roof and captivating Myron finish accents on the 
moulding, door handles, mirror caps, tail lamps cluster bezel, skid 
plate and grille, in addition to 17-inch two-coloured glossy black 
and Myron alloy rims. 

Photo credit: FIAT Press.  
Full text can be found using this link:
 http://www.fiatpress.com/press/article/new-500l-s-design-sporty-emotions-
styled-for-young-families

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.fiatpress.com/press/article/new-500l-s-design-sporty-emotions-styled-for-young-families
http://www.fiatpress.com/press/article/new-500l-s-design-sporty-emotions-styled-for-young-families
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Abarth 124 Rally Wins the R-GT Category 
on the Dirt in Rally Poland and the Rally 
dell’Adriatico  Turin, 24 September 2018

• The Italian-Romanian duo Tempestini-Itu won in the R-GT 
Category at the 75th Rally Poland, valid for the European 
Championship, with the Abarth 124 of the Bernini Rally team.

• R-GT category win for Modanesi-Mometti in the Rally 
dell’Adriatico, valid for the Italian championship. 

• Young David Schumacher is Rookie Champion in the ADAC 
F4 Championship powered by Abarth in Germany.

• The dirt roads enhanced the spectacular and competitive 
qualities of the Abarth 124 rally last weekend in two races 
securing two wins in the R-GT category.

In the 75th Rally Poland, valid for the European Championship, 
Italian (with Romanian licence) Simone Tempestini, in team with 
the Romanian Sergiu Itu, put up a great show on the famously fast 
dirt roads of the race, winning the category and ending 16th in the 
overall ranking. In Italy, in the Rally dell’Adriatico, young Italian 
Andrea Modanesi, together with Roberto Mometti, repeated the 

category win scored in the Rally San 
Marino earlier in the season, demonstrat-
ing the outstanding competitiveness and 
reliability of the Abarth 124 rally even on 
the trickiest and roughest surfaces.

In both cases, the rear-wheel drive 
of the Abarth 124 rally contributed to 
increase the spectacle, exciting the public 
with long glides perfectly controlled by 
the sophisticated electronics that allow 
the car to perform at absolute level even 
in critical grip conditions.

In addition to the two rallies, Abarth 
was also involved in the Tatuus sin-
gle-seaters of the ADAC F4 Champi-
onship powered by Abarth for the last 
race of the German series on the track 
in Hockenheim. With the title won by 
German Lirim Zendeli with one race to 
go, the focus was on the Rookie ranking 
reserved for newcomers and won by Ralf 
Schumacher’s son David. So, another 
Schumacher is making a name of himself 
at the wheel of the single-seater powered 
Abarth in the wake of the excellent sec-
ond place overall in the 2016 champion-
ship secured by Mick Schumacher, son of 
the great champion Michael.

The three races were won by Belgian 
Weert Charles and champion Zendeli, 
who scored a double win in second and 
third heat. His success score is exceptional 
having won 10 out of 20 races. 

Text Link: http://www.abarthpress.com/press/
article/abarth-124-rally-wins-the-r-gt-category-on-
the-dirt-in-rally-poland-and-the-rally-dell-adriatico

Photo Link: http://www.abarthpress.com/gallery/
detail/1722&lng=2

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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• Throughout the week, a fleet of 25 cars in the new tri-coat 
Perla White, Italia Blue and metallic Techno Green colours 
brought their vibrant hues to the iconic piazza Carlo Emanu-
ele II. 

• The same launch colours featured on the cars in stationary 
display at the Mole Antonelliana in the Urban, Cross and City 
Cross versions.

• The special site with photos and videos of the media drive is 
now online.

The media drive that has just ended brought a special buzz to 
the city of Turin for a whole week, offering the opportunity to 

get to know the New FIAT 500X in an exciting on-road test drive. 
The heart of the event was one of Italy’s most iconic locations, 
symbol of Turin: the National Museum of Cinema, housed in the 
Mole Antonelliana, which has soared above the Piedmont capital 
for more than a century.

Starting on Sunday 2 September, every evening from dusk the 
building’s dome was lit up with the “ FIAT” and “New 500X” logos. 
A tribute which led many Turin residents to snap the landmark 
from the city centre streets, and a tangible sign of the deep bond 
that has united Turin, the FIAT brand, and the finest film tradition 
since the early 20th Century. Various FIAT cars have been “cast” by 
famous directors over the years with an amazing continuity, prov-
ing the status of FIAT automobiles as a genuine national heritage, 
reaching far beyond the boundaries of the automotive world itself. 

In 1957, for example, Fellini chose the 1100 B and the 600 
Trasformabile for Nights of Cabiria, and almost fifty years later the 
500X itself took part in Ben Stiller’s blockbuster Zoolander 2. And 
who could forget the many places in the city of Turin used as the 
sets of fantastic films? For example, piazza Castello featured in 

The New FIAT 500X Sets Turin Alight
Turin, 11 September 2018

• The media drive involved 200 jour-
nalists from 20 countries, subdivided 
into 5 groups, with a total of more 
than 12,000 kilometres travelled.

• The event revealed the urban and 
crossover spirit of the new model, 
produced in a complete, connected 
range, rich in technological contents 
and with the new “FireFly” Turbo 
engines.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org October 2018 The FIAT-isti   9 

Hannah and her Sisters by Woody Allen, while piazza CLN provid-
ed the backdrop for Dario Argento’s nightmarish scenes. The more 
than 1,500 films, including documentaries, and advertising videos, 
produced by FIAT from 1911 to the present are also of great artis-
tic value. 

The most recent chapter in FIAT’s partnership with the world 
of film is the delightful short movie inspired by cult film Back to 
the Future,* with a guest appearance by actor Christopher Lloyd. 
It illustrates, in perfect 500 style, all the innovations of the New 
500X. It has clocked up more than 36 million views in just a few 
days: a tangible sign of the expectation and interest aroused by the 
New 500X. Film is an accessible dream, suspended between past 
and future, and a perfect interpretation of the various ages. These 
concepts not only describe the seventh art form very effectively, 
but also encapsulate the spirit that has inspired the FIAT 500 from 
its own birth to the birth of its family, now more complete than 
ever before.

A family which keeps expanding with new features, like the 
debut on the New 500X of the cutting-edge FireFly Turbo 1.0 
and FireFly Turbo 1.3 engines. Introduced for the first time on a 
FIAT model, the two engines are yet another confirmation of the 
engineering supremacy of the Group. Not unlike their namesake, 
the new FireFly Turbo engines are the most compact and cleanest 
power source currently fitted on FIAT cars. More than just techno-
logical innovation, the New 500X also boasts an entirely refreshed 
range, with two body types and three trim levels—Urban, City 
Cross, and Cross. Traffic Sign Recognition, Speed Advisor, and 

Lane Assist are standard on all versions, 
for unbeatable safety and assistance at the 
wheel.

There is just as much excitement when 
we switch from the silver screen to the 
driving seat: to show off all the New 500X’s 
technological novelties, the FIAT brand 
came up with a test drive of about 60 km, 
including the centre of Turin and the hills 
that embrace the city. The media drive 
guests set off from the exquisite piazza 
Carlo Emanuele II and headed for the Villa 
della Regina, with its breathtaking view.

From there they climbed to the over 
700 metres of the Colle della Maddalena 
with the Faro della Vittoria, the work 
in bronze commissioned from sculptor 
Edoardo Rubino by Senator Giovanni 
Agnelli in 1928, on its summit. The New 
500X cars on the test drive then took a 
winding country road to the small town 
of Cambiano, where they joined the mo-
torway, before ending their trip outside 
the recently restored royal hunting lodge 
at Stupinigi, and returning to the centre 
of Turin. It was a perfect route for testing 
the potential of all the various driving 
assist systems featured on the new FIAT 
crossover, which make every trip a com-
fortable, safe, enjoyable experience. 

The New 500X is called upon to 
succeed the Italian crossover launched in 
2014, leader in Italy since its launch, one of 
the top 5 in Europe, the FIAT car with the 
highest attraction potential. To meet this 
challenge, it has been conceived as a car 
capable of travelling through time, com-
bining a consolidated, successful tradition 
rooted in the brand’s history with new 
technologies that come “straight” from the 
future. A dream car created by a film-mak-
er’s imagination? No: a reality, ready to 
travel roads right across Europe. And as 
the short movie puts it, “A taste of tomor-
row. Today.”  

* Back to the Future is a trademark and copyright of 
Universal Studios and U-Drive Joint Venture. Licensed by 
Universal Studios.  All rights reserved.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2018 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Proofer
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

FEN September Meeting Notes

Photo credit: Pat K.

September 5, 2018

The meeting was at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta. No meeting notes.

October 3, 2018

The meeting was at the South End at Amante’s. No meeting notes.
Bert reported on Holiday party proposal. See page 5 for details. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar

First Saturday of each month
Griot’s Garage Caffeine and Gasoline® Cruise-
In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 South 38th Street, 
Tacoma, WA, 8 am. Theme: Hot Rods. Where can 
you find exotic super cars, street rods, tuner cars, 
and race machines rubbing elbows in the same 
place?

The first Saturday of every month, you’ll find that 
and more at Griot’s Garage Caffeine & Gasoline® 
cruise-in car shows. Each month has a different 
theme but all kinds of cars are welcome. We get 
up early and brew the coffee and set out donuts, 
you cruise in to our Tacoma Flagship Retail Store 
with your favorite ride and hang out. 

It doesn’t get much better than this. Caffeine & 
Gasoline events are a great chance to talk cars 
with fellow enthusiasts, get inspiration for you 
own projects, and tune in to the local car scene.

November 7
Regular FEN Club Meeting (North End). Spiro’s 
Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, 
(206) 546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner.

November 18
Driving Event NW Alfa Romeo Club Driver 
Skills and Car Control Course. This is an annual 
driving event open to all drivers with all types 
of vehicles, particularly those newly minted teen 
drivers and folks with newly purchased vehicles. 
The course will be offered on Sunday, November 
18 from 8:30 am to 11:30 am at Pacific Raceways 
in Kent. Cost is $95 per driver for Car Control, 
and $175 for HPDE/Lapping.

Exercises will include:

Slalom—This promotes high eyesight, smooth 
controls, and understanding of lateral weight 
transfer.

Braking—Focus is on the ABS system, braking 
limits, and eyesight.

Collision Avoidance—One of the most valuable 
skills that focuses on eyesight, reflexes, and 
smoothness of inputs.

Emergency Lane Change—another valuable skill 
focused on vision, reflexes, and car control.

Skid Pad and Figure 8—a fun exercise that allows 
drivers to feel “understeer” and “oversteer” in 
real-time, lateral balance, and (mild) g-forces.

Please don’t hesitate to call or email me directly if 
you have any questions about this event:
Register: msreg.com/nwarcNov18CCC
Mirko Freguia, Chief Driving Instructor - 
NWARC 206.795.0861 
mirko@copperfin.com

December 5
Regular club meeting (South End). Amante’s 
Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. 
Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner 
from the regular menu.

Note:
The usual December Holiday Party has been 
moved to January since most people are so busy 
between Thanksgiving and the several holiday 
activities and expenses of the December holiday 
period.

January 2
Regular club meeting is pending cancellation if 
the Holiday Party is moved into the January time 
slot.
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

 FIAT Chrysler’s cheapskate strategy for the future of driving (Bloomberg News, August 21, 2018, by Gabriella 
Coppola) https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-21/fiat-chrysler-s-cheapskate-strategy-for-the-future-of-driving

 FIAT Chrysler CEO announces new leadership team (The Detroit News, October 1, 2018, by Nora Naughton)
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/chrysler/2018/10/01/fiat-chrysler-ceo-announces-new-
leadership-team/1484966002/

Alfa will bolster lineup as 4C drops out (Automotive News, Setember 17, 2018, by Larry P. Vellequette)
http://www.autonews.com/article/20180917/OEM04/180919832/alfa-romeo-to-lose-4c-add-4-nameplates

The 2018 Alfa Romeo Giulia Ti drives beautifully, but some people are concerned about the quality (CNBC.com, 
October 8, 2018, by Mack Hogan) https://www.cnbc.com/2018/10/08/2018-alfa-romeo-giulia-ti-review.html

2018 Alfa Romeo Stelvio review (Practical Motoring, October 17, 2018, by Toby Hagon)
https://practicalmotoring.com.au/car-reviews/2018-alfa-romeo-stelvio-review/

The 2018 Alfa Romeo Stelvio Quadrifoglio thinks it’s a sports sedan (Car and Driver, October, 2018, by 
Mike Sutton) https://www.caranddriver.com/reviews/2018-alfa-romeo-stelvio-quadrifoglio-performance

Our Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio at 10,000 miles has spent a month in the shop (Car and Driver, 
September, 2018, by Daniel Pund) 

https://www.caranddriver.com/reviews/alfa-romeo-giulia-quadrifoglio-reliability-update

Alfa Romeo 6C wins Motorclassica Concours (AutoClassics.com, October 16, 2018, by Tyler Heatly) 

https://www.autoclassics.com/posts/news/motorclassica-2018-alfa-romeo-6c

1928 FIAT needs its restoration completed (Classiccars.com, October 4, 2018, by Larry Edsall)
https://journal.classiccars.com/2018/10/04/1928-fiat-needs-its-restoration-completed/

Krow crafts vintage comedy winner for FIAT (More About Advertising, October 14, 2018, by Stephen Foster)
https://www.moreaboutadvertising.com/2018/10/krow-crafts-vintage-comedy-winner-for-fiat/

 
The world’s best classic car electric conversions (AutoClassics.com, October 15, 2018, by David Lillywhite)
https://www.autoclassics.com/posts/reviews/the-world-s-best-classic-car-electric-conversions

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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