
Messaggio dal Presidente

Model T Demo Ride
The year was 1964. We had recently moved from Kenmare, ND, to 
Knob Noster, MO. We were settled into a rented trailer house in a 
trailer park about 20 miles northeast of Whitman AFB, my Boeing 
worksite. The boys were one and two years old. I was filling my 
car at a local station when a beautiful 1915 brass radiator Model T 
Ford pulled in. The boy driving it was barely 16 years old.

“Would you rent me this car for a few minutes to show it to my 
kids?” I asked. “I’ll give you $5.”

 “OK, if you bring it right back. I told my Daddy I was just 
gonna get gas.”

What joy! I hadn’t driven a T for years and it all came back to 
me. No gas pedal, no gearshift, 2 speeds. and 20 roaring horses. I 
pulled up to our trailer and called for the boys: 

“Look what I have! Come and go for a ride.”
Carrie brought them out, they took one look at the T and 

burst out crying. They were terrified! No amount of coaxing would 
bring them near this quivering contraption. I returned the car, very 
disappointed.

— Rex Rice, President

A follow-up note: It was a 1915, the last of the brass radiators. 
From ‘16 to ‘25, the radiators were painted black, then had a 
stainless cover for the rest of the T run, which ended when the 
Model A came out in 1928. The A had a stainless cover until  
production ended in 1931. 

Photo of Rex in a 1925 T
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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year.  In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place of 
regular meetings in those months. The regular 
meeting location alternates monthly between 
Shoreline and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies 
and other events throughout the year.
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When my husband and I were 
coming back from CA in June, we 

stopped at a pub in Eugene and saw two 
gorgeous cars parked out front—blue and 
yellow, both of a make I had never heard 
of—Muntz Jet.

Here is the Wikipedia entry: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muntz_Car_Com-
pany. The yellow one pictured in the 
Wikipedia entry is this same one I saw.

Here’s another article: http://
www.danjedlicka.com/classic_
cars/1951_54%20_muntz_jet.html   

— Mi Ae Lipe

Logo by Source, fair use,  
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=17435944

A Muntz Sighting in Eugene, Oregon?
Or, what the heck are these?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muntz_Car_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muntz_Car_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muntz_Car_Company
http://www.danjedlicka.com/classic_cars/1951_54%20_muntz_jet.html   
http://www.danjedlicka.com/classic_cars/1951_54%20_muntz_jet.html   
http://www.danjedlicka.com/classic_cars/1951_54%20_muntz_jet.html   
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It’s September and no more smoke, except for behind poorly 
tuned cars and trucks in traffic. I hope to see a report from the 
Kirkland PD car show. Coming up September 29th will be the 
Fiestia Italiano, with free admission for scooters and motorcycles. 
New is a $10 per one- or two-car fee. Parking is still free at the 
Seattle Center fountain area.

Until next month—  Pat Kvietkus

FAMILY, FUN, FOOD, & FABULOUS FOUR-WHEELED RIDES!
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE CAR AT THE SHOW!

KIRKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT PRESENTS

BENEFIT CAR SHOW
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018

9AM — 2PM

KIRKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT PRESENTS

BENEFIT CAR SHOW
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018

9AM — 2PM

EVENT LOCATION: KIRKLAND JUSTICE CENTER 
11750 NE 118TH STREET · KIRKLAND 98034
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 425-587-3408

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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Here Comes FIAT 500 “Spiaggina ’58,”  
a Special Tribute for the Anniversary of FIAT 500

Photos by http://www.fiatpress.com/gallery/detail/54&lng=2

Turin, 5 July 2018

An exclusive birthday party was held 
in Milan yesterday evening in hon-

our of the iconic FIAT 500.
 Born on 4 July 1957, the FIAT 500 

first achieved success as the symbol 
of mass car-ownership and became a 
global phenomenon, with the new model 
launched in 2007.

What’s more, this year FIAT 500’s 
birthday coincides with the 60th anniver-
sary of the famous 500 Jolly Spiaggina, the 
legendary little car’s first special series and 
symbol of the “Dolce Vita.” Two import-
ant milestones, which the FIAT brand 
has celebrated with two tributes: the new 
FIAT 500 “Spiaggina ‘58” limited edition 
and a delightful video that re-creates all 
the magic of that legendary era.

Hosted at the headquarters of Garage 
Italia, the prestigious event was attended 
by famous personalities and the interna-
tional press, affirming the strength and 
long-lasting affection inspired by this 
emblem of Italian style and excellence.

 Follow these links to see photos and 
videos of the exclusive Milan celebration.
Last but not least, creative hub Garage 
Italia and design firm Pininfarina have 
also produced their own special gift for 
the iconic 500. Based in the FIAT 500C, 
they have given us the “Spiaggina by 
Garage Italia” showcar, featuring unique, 
sophisticated solutions that reinterpret 
the spirit of those years for today’s world.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.fiatpress.com/gallery/detail/54&lng=2
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Rare Rides:  The 1974 FIAT 124 Sport Coupe, Stylish Little Italian
FIAT created a stylish sports coupe on the bones  
of their more conservative family sedan, the 124.

You can go into a FIAT showroom today and buy a brand-new 
FIAT 124, undoubtedly delighting a dealer who’s desperate 

to move some reworked Miatas. It wasn’t always this way, though. 
The 124 name was originally applied to a lineup of FIAT-developed 
vehicles, like today’s Sport Coupe from 1974.

This isn’t technically the first time we’ve touched on the in-
fluential 124. Last year, Rare Rides featured a woefully beige Lada 
Samara. Its manufacturer, AvtoVAZ, used FIAT’s 124 as design 
inspiration a full 10 years after the 124 ended production. The 124 
line debuted with the sedan version back in 1966—a brand-new 
design. The sedan was followed later in the year by the Familiare 
wagon. The Sport Coupe and Sport Spider rounded out the range, 
debuting in the 1967 model year.

FIAT hired designer Mario Boano, who was slightly famous for 
designing the Ferrari 250 GT Boano Coupe. He gave the Coupe a 
notchback design, and shared as many parts as possible with the 
124 sedan. As Boano had his hands full, the design of the Sport 
Spider was handed over to Pininfarina.

In rapid styling succession, the original lines of the Coupe 
soon fell away. Known as the AC version, this first iteration was 
produced between 1967 and 1969. At that point in time, the more 
rounded BC began production. BC finished up in 1972 as the final 
CC design debuted. It remained in production through the rest of 
the Sport Coupe’s life, wrapping things up at the end of 1975.

Today’s CC is right in the middle of that version’s tenure. It has 
the largest engine fitted to any factory Sport Coupe, at 1.8-liters 
in displacement. The seller lists engine modifications to improve 
power, and mentions a revised suspension. Interestingly, the listing 
photos show both a partial bumper, and no bumper at all.

Either way, it’s managed to escape the 
rust bug which inevitably ate most of 
these away long ago.  

www.thetruthaboutcars.com

By Corey Lewis,  August 1, 2018

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.thetruthaboutcars.com
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A Short Pebble Beach Report from Fred Russell
“There was a cool 1949 FIAT 1100 C Frua Barchetta driven 
onto the lawn by Donald Osborne.”   Submitted by Fred Russell

Pietro Frua was best known for 
his automotive design work, but 
the firm that carried his name also 
produced concepts and coachbuilt 
bodies for a variety of European 
automakers. 

The genesis of this, the ur-Frua, 
was a distinctive and sporty road-
ster based upon the conservative 
FIAT 1100. 

Restored in 2016.

Top and bottom photos on right by Fred Russell. 
Middle photo courtesy Hampton Court Concours 
of Elegance.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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• The line-up of the iconic Abarth 595 is evolving to go on 
embodying the best pages in the history of the brand and twin 
personality of performance and style of the model

• Hatchback or convertible, the range features five trim lev-
els—595, 595 Pista, 595 Turismo, 595 Competizione, and 695 
Rivale and different power levels.

• The performance aspect is expressed by the legendary Record 
Monza exhaust, now standard on the Competition and Pista 
versions.

• The Record Monza exhaust today is equipped with active valve, 
controlled by a Sport button on the dashboard, for a new, even 
more resounding engine rumble.

• The new “Adrenalina Green” colour is debuting on 595 Compe-
tizione and 595 Pista.

• The 595 Turismo perfectly interprets the Abarth style with the 
new “Asfalto Grey” colour, leather seats, and Urban Pack as 
standard equipment.

• The 595 range is equipped with the powerful 1.4 T-jet engine 
in four power levels from 145 to 180 HP, all Euro 6D-TEMP 
compliant.

• The 595, the 595 Competizione and the 595 Turismo are all 
equipped with UconnectTM 5" radio with touchscreen and Uco-
nnect Live services as standard equipment (also with built-in 
navigator and DAB on request). UconnectTM 7" HD, standard 
on the 595 Pista.

The New Abarth 595 Range—Performance and Style
Find the new commercial at https://youtu.be/-NgWr3nzs5U
Torino, 3 September 2018

The brand with the Scorpion badge 
is introducing the new Abarth 595 

range, which embodies the evolution 
of their most iconic model. Advanced 
engineering and care for details in a 
model capable of boldly expressing the 
two personalities of the brand—perfor-
mance and style. The four versions of the 
new 595 range are compact, light, agile 
and importantly all unparalleled in terms 
of customisation. The 595 is a successful 
range that today presents new strengths 
sure to capture the trademark nuances of 
the Abarth character.

Hatchback or convertible, the new 
595 range features five versions (595, 595 
Pista, 595 Turismo, 595 Competizione, 
and 695 Rivale) with power levels from 
145 to 180 HP, all Euro 6D-TEMP com-
pliant, to satisfy all customer needs. 

From the technical and performance 
point of view, peculiarly on the 595 Com-
petizione and the 595 Pista, the main new 
feature is the new Record Monza Attivo 
exhaust, now standard on both versions 
and today equipped with an active valve 
controlled by a Sport button. Pressing the 
Sport button opens the exhaust valve and 
the engine rumble becomes deeper and 
bolder. The driver can choose a gentleman 
driver engine sound or a tougher, sporti-
er—and more traditionally Abarth—roar.

For more click on this link:  The New 
Abarth 595 Range

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://youtu.be/-NgWr3nzs5U
The New Abarth 595 Range – Performance and Style
The New Abarth 595 Range – Performance and Style
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2018 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Proofer
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

FEN August Meeting Notes

Photo credit: Pinterest

August 1, 2018

The August meeting was at the South End at Amante’s.
No Treasurer’s Report.
A member request of report balances to be given at monthly 

meetings has been discussed. 
Bert reported on website details, mailing list cleanup, and a 

membership count of 48. Only 30 members are paid up for annual 
dues.

No program. 
Carrie Rice will submit the usual meeting notes for the August 

meeting for the next newsletter.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN CALENDAR

First Saturday of each month

Griot’s Garage Caffeine and Gasoline® Cruise-
In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 South 38th Street, 
Tacoma, WA, 8 am. Theme: Hot Rods. Where can 
you find exotic super cars, street rods, tuner cars, 
and race machines rubbing elbows in the same 
place? The first Saturday of every month, you’ll 
find that and more at Griot’s Garage Caffeine & 
Gasoline® cruise-in car shows. 

Each month has a different theme but all kinds 
of cars are welcome. We get up early and brew 
the coffee and set out donuts, you cruise in to our 
Tacoma Flagship Retail Store with your favorite 
ride and hang out. It doesn’t get much better 
than this. Caffeine & Gasoline events are a great 
chance to talk cars with fellow enthusiasts, get 
inspiration for you own projects, and tune in to 
the local car scene.

15th of each month: FEN  
newsletter deadline for controbitions, events, 
bragging rights!

September 15  Crafts & Cars. Evergreen 
Speedway, Monroe, WA. Over 25 craft beers and 
European car and bike show. Cost: $10 (includes 
2 beer tokens). Register here.

September 29–30   31st Annual Se-
attle Festa Italiana at Seattle Center. This “free” 
event includes parking near the Seattle Center 
Fountain. The club meets on Saturday at 10 am. 
Must register for one to two cars for $10.00, and 
print your parking pass. Admission and parking 
is then FREE!. More at: festaseattle.com

October 3  Regular FEN Club Meeting 
(South End). Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 
Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner from the regular menu.

November 7   Regular FEN Club Meeting 
(North End). Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, (206) 546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

December 5  Regular club meeting 
(South End). Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 
Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner from the regular menu.

Note: The usual December Holiday Party has 
been moved to January since most people are 
so busy between Thanksgiving and the several 
holiday activities and expenses of the December 
holiday period.

January 2  Regular club meeting is 
pending cancellation if the Holiday Party is 
moved into the January time slot.

January TBD Holiday Party.

https://evergreenspeedway.com/crafts-cars-car-show-entry/
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT 500X Abarth Ruled Out Even Though One Prototype Was Built, At One Point, the Hot Crossover Had the 
Alfa Romeo 4C’s engine. (Motor1.com News, September 3, 2018, by Adrian Padeanu)  

https://www.motor1.com/news/265170/fiat-500x-abarth-ruled-out/

FIAT Goes Back To the Future with 2019 500X Ad Featuring Doc Brown (Moto1.com News, September 1, 2018, by 
Jacob Oliva). What better way to highlight new tech features than through an epic movie?
https://www.motor1.com/news/264377/fiat-500x-bttf-tv-ad-video/

2018 FIAT 500 Urbana: The Citified Subcompact Car (The Car Connection, March 26, 2018)
https://www.thecarconnection.com/news/500

FIAT Chrysler’s Cheapskate Strategy for the Future of Driving. The late Sergio Marchionne kept the automaker 
from pouring money into research, and that approach might just pay off (Bloomberg Businessweek, August 21, 
2018, by Gabrielle Coppola).
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-21/fiat-chrysler-s-cheapskate-strategy-for-the-future-of-driving

2019 FIAT 124 Spider Abarth Revealed, Gets New Exhaust System. What doesn’t change this year is the 
powerplant under the hood of the 124, which is FIAT’s turbocharged 1.4-liter inline-four producing a reasonable 
164 horsepower (AFP Relaxnews/News18.com, September 8, 2018)
https://www.news18.com/news/auto/2019-fiat-124-spider-abarth-revealed-gets-new-exhaust-system-1870873.html

Abarth 595 2019 Revealed. The Abarth 595 range has been updated for 2019, with the FIAT 500-based pocket-
rocket borrowing from sister brand Ferrari in its newly named model lineup. The Abarth 595 range has been 
updated for 2019, with the FIAT 500-based pocket-rocket borrowing from sister brand Ferrari in its newly 
named model lineup. (Carguide, September 4, 2018, by Andrew Chesterton)  
https://www.carsguide.com.au/car-news/abarth-595-2019-revealed-70731

Legendary Hot Hatchback Lancia Delta Integrale Reborn. The Futurista is a complete reworking of the 1980s 
legend, which makes extensive use of carbon fibre and boasts a number of modern engineering upgrades. 
(AFP Relaxnews, September 6, 2018).

https://www.news18.com/news/auto/legendary-hot-hatchback-lancia-delta-integrale-reborn-1869465.html

FIAT S76 Goodwood Festival of Speed (Motorsport.com, August 6, 2018, by By Jeff Bloxham) 

https://www.motorsport.com/au/vintage/photos/fiat-s76-13707605/25865478/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.motor1.com/news/265170/fiat-500x-abarth-ruled-out/
https://www.motor1.com/news/264377/fiat-500x-bttf-tv-ad-video/
https://www.thecarconnection.com/news/500
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-21/fiat-chrysler-s-cheapskate-strategy-for-the-future-of-driving
https://www.news18.com/news/auto/2019-fiat-124-spider-abarth-revealed-gets-new-exhaust-system-1870873.html
https://www.carsguide.com.au/car-news/abarth-595-2019-revealed-70731
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/two-limited-edition-fiats-pay-homage-jolly-beach-car#ixzz5NMsItAW3
https://www.news18.com/news/auto/legendary-hot-hatchback-lancia-delta-integrale-reborn-1869465.html
https://www.motorsport.com/au/vintage/photos/fiat-s76-13707605/25865478/

