
Messaggio dal Presidente

Remember the old story of the car owner who had an engine 
noise so he took the car to a mechanic. The mechanic lifted the 

hood and whacked the engine with a hammer and the noise went 
away. “That will be $50.” The angry motorist objected: “$50 for 
that? You didn’t take a minute.” The mechanic replied: “The $50 
was for knowing what to hit.”

So it was for us yesterday. Our microwave oven died so I 
called David’s Appliance Service here in Port Townsend. He 
scheduled a time with a reminder: “Bring cash.” When David 
arrived, he asked: “Do you have the cash?” When I said yes, he 
pulled out a meter and probed. “You have a bad circuit,” and 
handed me a bill for $136.25. The microwave still doesn’t work 
but it cost me that much to find out why. Those guys are still at it.

— Rex Rice, President
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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year.  In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place of 
regular meetings in those months. The regular 
meeting location alternates monthly between 
Shoreline and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies 
and other events throughout the year.
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What do you do when you make 
enough pasta salad for 50 people 

and only 12 show up? Well, knowing 
the way things go in this club, luckily we 
brought “to go” boxes for leftovers. The 
baked beans were almost all eaten and 
what wasn’t was also taken home. It was a 
gorgeous day for a picnic, with the temp 
being about 74 degrees. Being close to the 
water, we had a slight breeze and in the 
shade, it was almost chilly.

Terry Zeitner explained why his wife, 
Mary, was not at the picnic; she was rac-
ing an RX-7 at Pacific Raceways in Kent. 
You go girl!

Rex Rice also was alone because Car-
rie was working a booth at the Farmer’s 
Market in P.A. to advertise their coming 
theater season.

Some of us present remembered 
around 1995 when we had our last picnic 
here and Norm Smith gave a demonstra-
tion on how to build and fly a kite. Wow!

Today, we had very friendly neighbors 
on the picnic grounds who even brought 

FEN 2018 PICNIC:  July 21

their own large BBQ! Unfortunately, or fortunately as it goes, none 
of our FEN group brought anything to cook on the BBQ. Oh well.

How great to catch up on everyone’s news and see members we 
haven’t visited with for awhile.

After yapping awhile and enjoying the food and company, we 
all parted ways fairly early in the afternoon.

 Sorry for the folks who missed it.  

— Sooz Rian

Photos by Dan and Sooz

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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It’s August, and the driving days have been long and hot.  The 
summer is still going strong, as I hope are your cars.  Well, we 
know Rex is in need of a transmission, but when you use a vintage 
car as a daily driver, at some point something is going to present 
itself as an opportunity.

At the last meeting, the group was talking, and it was noted that 
George Baumann has a FIAT in his living room. He promised to 
send us a photo.  In the meantime, please support the Kirkland 
car show—see details on page 9 or on the FEN website. 

I have included the NY Times write-up about Sergio 
Marchionne’s 66 years of life, his industry background, and some 
bits of his family life.

Until next month—  Pat Kvietkus

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Thanks for your patience. We finally 
have time to work on Sofia again. 

At this stage, we are just finishing up the 
final bodywork with filler and glazing. 
She will be ready for primer and paint 
soon. We have been working with Jon 
Hager at Wesco Auto Body Supply to try 
and match the original color. The color is 
so old that the computer and the color li-
brary do not have the formula for mixing 
the paint. John thinks he has found the 
right mix to match and we are going to 
approve the color.

We have also purchased a new Ital-
ian steering wheel designed by Luisi. It is 
bellisima! Dave has assembled the dash 
trim and rewired the cigarette lighter.

All in all, we’ve made good progress 
in the last few months and hope to have 
more photos soon.   

—Dave

Pruczinski 
Project “Sofia” 
– Part 9

Photos by Dave and Tina Pruczinski.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Sergio Marchionne Dies at 66
July 25, 2018   By Neal E. Boudette and Elisabetta Povoledo

http://www.nytimes.com/by/elisabetta-povoledo

Sergio Marchionne, the executive who 
pulled two ailing carmakers from the 

brink of collapse and led the improbable 
transformation of FIAT Chrysler into an 
automotive giant, died on Wednesday in 
Zürich. He was 66.

John Elkann, the chairman and chief 
executive of Exor, the holding company 
controlled by the Agnelli family, which 
founded FIAT in 1899, announced the 
death in a statement.

Mr. Marchionne had been incapac-
itated about three weeks ago by sudden 
complications of shoulder surgery, which 
he had undergone in Zürich. He was 
reportedly later put on life support. After 
FIAT Chrysler announced that he would 
be unable to return to work, the company 
hastily appointed a successor this past 
weekend.

“Unfortunately, what we feared 
has come to pass,” Mr. Elkann said on 
Wednesday. “Sergio Marchionne, man 
and friend, is gone.”

An Italian-born Canadian, Mr. 
Marchionne had a reputation as a 
chain-smoking workaholic, one who 
forged his career as a tax consultant be-
fore moving on to a metals-trading firm 
and a trade services company.

An Italian-born Canadian, Mr. 
Marchionne had a reputation as a 
chain-smoking workaholic.

His legacy was defined, however, by his work in the automo-
tive industry. When he was hired by the Agnelli family to run the 
company, it was faltering, and they charged him with reversing its 
long decline

Acting quickly, he dismissed several executives, pared back 
production levels to meet demand and eliminated some slow-sell-
ing models.

Before long, Mr. Marchionne became closely watched as one of 
the fastest-moving chief executives in the auto industry.

He also had a quirky side. At news conferences, he entertained 
reporters with answers peppered with references to philosophers, 
pop music, and ancient history. He once gave a commencement 
speech at the University of Toledo, in Ohio, that quoted Nelson 
Mandela and Albert Einstein while lauding the city’s long associa-
tion with FIATs Jeep brand. 

In 2006, he arrived at a meeting wearing a black sweater and 
black jeans; deciding that he liked not having to think about his 
wardrobe, he stuck with that look for years. (He said he kept doz-
ens of identical sweaters and pairs of jeans in each of his homes.)

Photo credit: Cyril Zingaro/EPA, via Shutterstock

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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His business acumen was also repeatedly on display. Soon after 
becoming chief executive, he took advantage of an existing deal 
between General Motors and FIAT to attempt to force GM to buy 
the Italian carmaker, a move GM had no desire to make. In a high-
stakes game of corporate poker, Mr. Marchionne compelled GM 
to pay FIAT $2 billion to end their alliance, and used the money 
to develop new models, including the FIAT 500, a small car that 
became a hit in Europe.

His crowning achievement may have been his decision to drive 
a hard bargain for Chrysler in 2009.

As the Treasury Department in Washington hastened to pre-
vent the collapse of much of the United States auto industry in the 
wake of the financial crisis, Mr. Marchionne stepped forward with 
an audacious offer: FIAT would take control of Chrysler, the sickest 
of Detroit’s Big Three automakers, and provide cars and technology 
to revive it.

There was a catch, however: The government would have to 
hand Chrysler over to FIAT free of charge. It was a hardball offer 
typical of Mr. Marchionne. But he knew that the Treasury, as well 
as Chrysler’s creditors and its labor union, had little room to nego-
tiate. The American economy was slipping deeper into recession, 
the collapse of Chrysler would have meant the loss of tens of thou-
sands of jobs, and no other company was willing to rescue it.

It was the beginning of one of the most remarkable rescues in 
the auto industry. Today, FIAT Chrysler, while still facing challeng-
es, is solidly profitable, and Mr. Marchionne is revered in the halls 
of two headquarters, in Turin, Italy, and in Auburn Hills, Mich., 
north of Detroit.

A confidant of his, Mike Jackson, the chief executive of Au-
toNation, a large dealership chain, said Mr. Marchionne had an 
unusually analytical mind. “He could take a fire hose of complexity 
and reduce it to its fundamentals in minutes,” Mr. Jackson said. “He 
had the courage to make very aggressive decisions, and if it went 
badly he’d be totally accountable for it.”

Mr. Marchionne was born on June 17, 
1952, in Chieti, on the Adriatic coast of 
Italy. His father, a police officer, saved and 
invested enough to retire early and move 
his family to Toronto when the young 
Sergio was 14.

Mr. Marchionne studied philosophy 
at the University of Toronto, earned a 
master’s degree in business administra-
tion from the University of Windsor, in 
Ontario, and a law degree from York Uni-
versity, also in Toronto, before beginning 
his career as a tax specialist.

He had planned to retire next year 
before becoming critically ill as a result 
of his shoulder surgery on July 5. The 
company chose Mike Manley, the head of 
FIAT Chrysler’s North America opera-
tions and its Jeep and Ram truck brands, 
to succeed him.

Mr. Marchionne is survived by two 
sons, Alessio and Tyler, as well as Manu-
ela Battezzato, his companion of the last 
several years. She is a member of the FIAT 
Chrysler communications office.

In Italy, where FIAT was synonymous 
with the country’s postwar economic boom 
for decades, lawmakers from across the 
political spectrum paid tribute to Mr. Mar-
chionne on Wednesday, and flags flew at 
half-staff at FIAT Chrysler’s offices in Turin.

President Sergio Mattarella said Mr. 
Marchionne had written “an important 
page in the history of Italian industry.”

The Italian news media broadcast 
video recordings of Mr. Marchionne’s last 
public appearance, on June 26, in Rome, 
where he donated a Jeep to the Carabin-
ieri, Italy’s paramilitary police. Taking 
deep breaths between words, Mr. Mar-
chionne noted that his father had been a 
Carabiniere and lauded the group’s values 
that were at the basis of my education: 
seriousness, honesty, and sense of duty, 
discipline and the spirit of service.   

Submitted by David Moise

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Classic FIAT Models for Sale

The FIAT Dino Spider 2000 and FIAT 128 Rally are available! Preorders only on www.Laudoracing-models.com. 
The Dino Spider will also have a closed and open hood. In this way, you can decide how to display it in your 

window. The FIAT 128 rally are available in 4 colors most popular. Attention!—limited from 150 to 250 copies. No 
time to think, these models find them only on us, go to preorder your copy.

Thanks to Fred Russell for this information.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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French driver Astier and Italians Nucita and Modanesi are 
taking part in the third event in the top GT championship. The 

ADAC F4 Championship Powered by Abarth comes to the Hock-
enheim circuit in Germany on the same weekend as Formula 1.

 After their clean sweep in the Tour de Corse, the Abarth 124 
rally cars are back in competition to defend their leadership in the 
FIA R-GT Cup in the third event of the season: the Rally di Roma 
Capitale, to be held from Friday 20 to Sunday 22 July. A race in 
which Abarth achieved a one-two-three in the 2017 edition, with 
three of its spider cars taking the top three places in their category.

The Milano Racing team will be lining up the French pair of 
Raphael Astier and Frédéric Vauclare, who head the FIA R-GT 
Cup table thanks to their victory in the Tour de Corse. The French 
crew also scored a victory in this year’s Rallye des Vosges, valid for 
the French Championship.

Astier: “The Rallye des Vosges was great practice for this event, 
where I’m competing for the first time. Of course it won’t be easy 
to hold off Andrea Nucita, who was very quick in Corsica and has 
the advantage of home ground here.”

Bernini Rally is fielding two Italian crews: Andrea Nucita with 
Marco Vozzo, and the very young Andrea Modanesi, with Roberto 
Mometti. So far, Nucita has been one of the most effective drivers 
of the Abarth spider, achieving exciting results even at the overall 
level. He currently stands second in the FIA R-GT Cup. Nucita is 
supported in this prestigious international championship by ACI 
Sport, which has great faith in this young Sicilian driver’s talent.

Three Abarth 124 Rally Cars Compete in 
the Rally di Roma Capitale to Consolidate 
the Model’s Leadership in the FIA R-GT Cup
19/07/2018 FIAT Press

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Nucita: “I took part in this race last year and the course is very 
demanding, with continuous changes in the level of road surface 
grip. This favours the Abarth 124 rally, which allows rapid adjust-
ments to the engine’s power output and traction control during the 
special test stages.”

Modanesi has also already competed in the Rally di Roma, fin-
ishing an excellent third in the GT category last year. He achieved 
fourth place in Corsica.

Modanesi: “For me, this is a season in which I’m trying to 
build up experience, and thanks to the Abarth 124 rally’s excellent 
reliability I’ve managed to complete tough, difficult races such as 
the Rally San Marino, which had a dirt road course.”

The Rally di Roma Capitale sets off from the Eternal City at 
4.45 pm on Friday 20 July, and the same evening will see a spec-
tacular special stage in the EUR quarter, at the Colosseo Quadrato 
building, starting at 6.30 pm. It was on this very course, in 2016, 
that the Abarth 124 rally made its first official appearance, receiv-
ing an enthusiastic response from the large crowd in the stands.

For the next two days, the rally’s logistics base moves to Fiuggi. 
On Saturday 21 July the first stage starts at 8 am and the day ends 
at 9 pm, after 7 special stages; Sunday involves the second part of 
the race, with the start at 9 am and the finish in Ostia, with the 
“Super-special” stage along the seafront at 7.30 pm. The course is 
a total of 967 km long, with 15 timed special speed stages totalling 
205 km.

In Germany, this weekend the very young drivers of the ADAC 
F4 Championship Powered by Abarth will experience the thrill of 

racing at the German Formula 1 Grand 
Prix meeting. On the same weekend and 
on the same circuit, they will be able to 
show off their skills in front of a large, 
knowledgeable crowds, and attract the in-
terest of the team managers at the highest 
level. 

After the first four events in the 
series, which features Tatuus single-seater 
cars powered by the 160 HP Abarth T-Jet 
engine, German Lirim Zendeli leads the 
overall standings with 199 points, ahead 
of New Zealander Liam Lawson (175 
points) and Brazilian Enzo Fittipaldi (133 
points), grandson of two-times Formula 1 
world champion, Emerson.

On this occasion there are two races 
scheduled (instead of the three at the 
other meetings), streamed live on www.
adac-motorsport.de: the first at 5 pm on 
Saturday 21 July and the second at 10.10 
am on Sunday 22.   

Photo:  ADAC F4 Championship powered by 
Abarth with F1 at Hockenheim.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.adac-motorsport.de
http://www.adac-motorsport.de
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2018 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Proofer
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

FEN July - August Meeting Notes

Photo credit: Getty Images, Sergio Marchionne.

July 4, 2018

The July meeting was a picnic (reported on page 2).
August meeting was at the South End at Amante’s.
No Treasurer’s Report.
A member request of report balances to be given at monthly 

meetings has been discussed. 
Bert reported on website details, mailing list cleanup, and a 

membership count of 48. Only 30 members are paid up for annual 
dues.

No program. 
Carrie Rice will submit the usual meeting notes for the August 

meeting for the September newsletter.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar

First Saturday of each month
Griot’s Garage Caffeine and Gasoline® Cruise-
In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 South 38th Street, 
Tacoma, WA, 8 am. Theme: Hot Rods. Where can 
you find exotic super cars, street rods, tuner cars, 
and race machines rubbing elbows in the same 
place? The first Saturday of every month, you’ll 
find that and more at Griot’s Garage Caffeine & 
Gasoline® cruise-in car shows. Each month has a 
different theme but all kinds of cars are welcome. 
We get up early and brew the coffee and set out 
donuts, you cruise in to our Tacoma Flagship 
Retail Store with your favorite ride and hang out. 
It doesn’t get much better than this. Caffeine & 
Gasoline events are a great chance to talk cars with 
fellow enthusiasts, get inspiration for you own 
projects, and tune in to the local car scene.

August 12
Sumner Downtown Promotion. Association: 
Classy Chassis Car. REGISTRATION FEE 
(nonrefundable): Postmarked on or before 
August 1: $20 ($25 if selling a vehicle) and after 
August 1 or day of: $25 ($30 if selling a vehicle). 
Check in begins at 7 am. No early check-ins 
allowed before that time. Dash plaques are 
provided to the first 200 paid entries and are not 
based on arrival time. ENTER ONLINE: Go to 
www.promotesumner.com and pay by credit 
card. Download registration form: here. Stacy 
Haven, Executive Director Sumner Downtown 
Promotion Association, stacy@promotesumner.
com or (253) 891-4260.

September  5
Regular FEN Club Meeting (North End). 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, (206) 546-2900. Meeting begins at  
7 pm, but come early for dinner.

September 8   Kirkland Police Benefit 
Car Show. Time: 9 am to 2 pm, check-in begins 
at 8 am. Location: Kirkland Justice Center, 11750 
NE 118th St, Kirkland. For more information: 
425-587-3408/ Download the show flyer here.

September 15   Crafts & Cars. Evergreen 
Speedway, Monroe, WA. Over 25 craft beers and 
European car and bike show. Cost: $10 (includes 2 
beer tokens). Register here.

September 29–30   31st Annual 
Seattle Festa Italiana at Seattle Center. This free 
event includes parking near the Seattle Center 
Fountain. The club meets on Saturday. Must regis-
ter and print of parking pass. Admission is FREE!. 
More at: festaseattle.com

October 3  Regular FEN Club Meeting 
(South End). Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 
Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner from the regular menu.

November 7   Regular FEN Club Meeting 
(North End). Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, (206) 546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

December 5  Regular club meeting 
(South End). Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 
Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner from the regular menu.

Note: The usual December Holiday Party has 
been moved to January since most people are 
so busy between Thanksgiving and the several 
holiday activities and expenses of the December 
holiday period.

January 2  Regular club meeting is 
pending cancellation if the Holiday Party is 
moved into the January time slot.

www.promotesumner.com
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/sumner-form.pdf
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/kirkland.pdf
https://evergreenspeedway.com/crafts-cars-car-show-entry/
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT Favors Car-Parts Spinoff Amid New Approaches (Bloomberg News, August 3, 2018, by Tommaso Ebhardt, 
Kiel Porter, Ruth David, and Aaron Kirchfeld)  https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-02/fiat-is-said-
to-favor-car-parts-spinoff-amid-new-approaches

Sold to Seoul? Hyundai Reportedly in Talks to Buy FIAT Chrysler (Car and Driver, June 29, 2018, by Cliffird Atiyeh)
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/sold-to-seoul-hyundai-reportedly-in-talks-to-buy-fiat-chrysler

Polak & Benistant Crash EMX125 Presented by FMF Racing Lommel Belgium (YouTube, August 5, 2018)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiORAbWP4jU

This Ultra-Rare Hyena Coupe Is the Zagato-Built Lancia of Your Dreams (Road and Track, August 2, 2018)
https://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/classic-cars/a22625162/1992-lancia-hyena-zagato-for-sale/

How to Watch the 2018 FIAT Professional MXGP of Belgium (MXGP.com, August 3, 2018)
https://www.mxgp.com/motocross/news/how-watch-2018-fiat-professional-mxgp-belgium

Two Limited-Edition FIATs Pay Homage to Jolly Beach Car 60th Anniversary of Classic “Spiaggina” 
Beachmobile.  (Autoweek, July 6, 2018)  
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/two-limited-edition-fiats-pay-homage-jolly-beach-car#ixzz5NMsItAW3

Possible Future FIAT Formula E Entry Would Not Be with Ferrari Name (Autosport, August 2, 2018, 
by Franco Nugnes)   https://www.autosport.com/fe/news/131088/fiat-fe-entry-would-not-be-with-ferrari

2000 Stola S81 Lancia Stratos: Concept We Forgot (Motor1.com, February 14, 2018, by Adrian Padeanu) 

http://blackflag.jalopnik.com/bask-in-the-irresistable-adorableness-of-the-fiat-panda-1790633728

New Lancia Stratos: Latest Pictures of 542-bhp Supercar (Autocar,  March 6, 2018, by Kris Culmer)
https://www.autocar.co.uk/car-news/motor-shows-geneva-motor-show/new-lancia-stratos-latest-pictures-542bhp-
supercar

Carlo Abarth celebrated at 2018 Rétromobile (Classic Car Trust, no date 2018)
https://classiccartrust.com/news/2018/02/carlo-abarth-celebrated-2018-retromobile/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-02/fiat-is-said-to-favor-car-parts-spinoff-amid-new-approaches
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-02/fiat-is-said-to-favor-car-parts-spinoff-amid-new-approaches
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