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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts 
who meet regularly throughout the year.  In 
general, our club is geared towards social 
rather than the technical. The club is incor-
porated as a nonprofit club in Washington 
State and is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt 
social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a holi-
day party in December take the place of reg-
ular meetings in those months. The regular 
meeting location alternates monthly between 
Shoreline and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies 
and other events throughout the year.

Carrie and I live on a dirt road, 3 miles from downtown Port 
Townsend. In our area of the Olympic Peninsula, there are 

no four lane highways, and, other than in towns, no traffic lights. 
The top speed limits are mostly 50 to 60 mph. When we take the 
ferry or drive around to the Narrows Bridge, we are very seldom in 
heavy traffic. Not so when we reach I-5. It seems that we are either 
in stop-and-go mode or screaming along at 80 mph to avoid being 
run over. 

When we arrive at a FEN meeting, it takes a while before our 
adrenaline levels calm down. We always ask ourselves: How can 
these people do this every day?

Another item on my growing list of “Things I Don’t Under-
stand.”

The “All Italian Car & Motorcycle Show” was a great success! 
Lots of cars, interesting people and refreshingly cool weather. If 
you missed it, don’t let that happen again.   

Lower your top and go!
Rex Rice
 

Photo by Pat K. - Diana “taking care” of a paying customer at the car show.
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Jazz Haiku
Have you ever left somthing on top of 

your car? 
How about a Trombone? 
Rex writes that someone wrote this 

note years ago when his trombone fell 
from the top of his Fiat on the way to a 
gig in Port Townsend...

2018 FEN All Italian  
Car Show:  April 15th

Photos by Pat K.. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org


Note from the Editor   By Pat Kvietkus

Throughout March, I kept thinking, its should be spring, but I can’t really tell by our weather.  My 
calendar told me it was March 20th,  but the lower temps and liquid sunshine made me feel like 
mid-winter. Not much fun for road trips. Now with a sunny Mother’s Day and the temps in low 
80s, its time to take the top down and run the back roads. 

Remember that the June meetings is with Chris Benny at Prova’s shop in the Interbay/Magnolia 
neighborhood area.  Also make plans for the historic races, the Saturday before the 4th of July. 
Look forward to this year’s feature—the 60th anniversary of Porsche Racing. The guest celebrity 
will be George Follmer.

Please send me your articles, notes, pictures, and comments to the FEN email address at 
editor@fiatnorthwest.org. If you need to reach me by phone, call 206-605-8136. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org May 2018 The FIAT-isti   3 



4   The FIAT-isti May 2018 www.fiatnorthwest.org

All Italian Car Show, continued
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The Moto Guzzi group

1950’s Alfa Modified

Bad Boy

Car Show, continued

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.fcaheritage.com/content/dam/heritage/images/heritage/auto-in-vendita/auto/alfa-romeo-spider-2-0/gallery/d/D01_Alfa_Romeo_Spider_2.0.jpg


6   The FIAT-isti May 2018 www.fiatnorthwest.org

FIAT made a big splash when they 
returned to our shores with the new 

500. It was small, it was fun it had the 
proper retro look and it had Italian flare. 
We then got smacked upside the head 
with the Abarth version. A modern take 
on Carlo Abarth’s legacy – make FIATs go 
faster!

FIAT then reintroduced the 124 
in three versions Classica, Lusso, and 
Abarth. It was time to see if the new 
creation lived up to the name, but first I 
wanted to go back a ways and see what an 
early 124 Abarth was like. I found a true 
believer, Mark Everett and his 124 Abarth 
Rally.

Back in the pre-interweb days, you 
searched for cool cars in the Sunday New 
York Times Automotive section. So one 
Sunday in the late 1970s an ad caught 
Mark’s eye. For sale 1973 FIAT Abarth 
Rally. Mark had been a rally driver since 
the age of 16. He knew this was a special 
car and they had never been imported.

He had been up early for work, so 
at a decent hour he called up the owner. 
His enthusiasm must have been flowing 
through the phone lines, the owner said I 
will hold it for you. Mark told him “if it’s 
what you say it is consider it sold, no hag-
gling I want the car.” It was the real deal. 

FIAT 124  
Then and Now
From velocetoday.com April 10, 2018 

Story by Sean Smith,  
photos by Sean Smith  
unless otherwise noted

It was a CSA group 3 rally car, a car that was taken off the Abarth 
line and given a little extra magic to homologate the car for rally-
ing. That magic included an independent rear suspension, Abarth 
aluminum differential with limited slip and different gearing, also 
lots more welded seams. 

The real deal, a FIAT PR photo from 1972.
The 124 became Mark’s daily driver as well as rally car, he did 

many TSD (time speed distance) rallies in the Abarth. After a 
few years it was starting to feel a bit tired, then a very minor run 
in with a Cadillac helped him to decide to put the car away for a 
while till he could get around to working on it. Years passed and 
a rally buddy who worked in a shop that worked on Lancias said 
they had room and would love to work on the FIAT, so off it went. 
A year later it came back ready to rock.

The newly resurrected 124 was taken to the FIAT Freakout in 
Detroit and was asked to be parked next to the new Abarth as it 
was introduced.

Even though 124 is 40 plus year old it is a joy to drive. The seat 
holds you nicely and you become one with the car, and the driving 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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position is correctly Italian. Steering once you get moving is light 
and precise. It has a wonderful flow compared to other cars of the 
time. Shifting gears is precise and mechanical. The 1756cc engine 
with Weber carburetors put out 126 hp. With aluminum doors and 
fiberglass hood and boot it tips the scales just over 2000 lbs. so it’s 
quick and smile inducing, a real blast from the past.

So what is the new 124 like, and does it carry the flame of 
its ancestor? Or is it just a re-badged Miata (sometimes called a 
FIATa.)

The new 124 almost wasn’t. Originally the match up was be-
tween Mazda and Alfa Romeo. But CEO Sergio Marchionne stated 
as long as he was in charge Alfas would only be built in Italy. So a 
car built in Hiroshima didn’t twirl his pasta.

FIAT got the nod and the new 124 took shape. The 124 and 
MX-5 are twins under the skin. They both have a wheelbase of 90.9 
inches, both have unibody construction, both interiors are very 
similar, but the FIAT has a bit meatier steering wheel and Recaro 
seats. Then things start to change. The FIAT in Abarth trim has an 
Italian built 1.4 liter turbocharged engine (Miata owners have been 
wishing for a turbo from close to the beginning) putting out 164 
horsepower plus 184 pounds of torque. There is some turbo lag, 

but work with it and you get along just fine.
The wheelbase is the same, but the 124 has more overhang 

than the Miata and the designers have taken the look of the 124 of 
days gone by and brought it into modern times.

Put yourself on a good driver’s road and the 124 is very com-
posed, your steering may be electrically assisted, but it doesn’t feel 
dead and with the additional suspension tuning FIAT has lav-
ished on the 124 you are fast to feel comfortable pushing the little 
roadster through the turns. The FIAT and its sorta doppelgänger 
the Miata are really what’s left of the modern roadster. Inexpensive 
small, fun open two seaters. So give credit where credit is due.

When the Miata first came out it was giving drivers the mem-

ory of the Lotus Elan, in something that 
would start in the morning and it has 
been winning hearts and races her since.

The new 124 Abarth still has that 
touch of Italian flair that the earlier cars 
possessed and it starts in the morning. 
There may be a large part of the rising 
sun in this little sports car, but the tri 
colore is still front and center in attitude 
and style.   

Una FIATa, nessun signore!
Old and New FIAT 124s: 
Stare and Compare

http://www.velocetoday.com/fi-
at-abarth-124/

The Editor thanks Bert Cripe for letting 
us know about this article.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.velocetoday.com/fiat-abarth-124/
http://www.velocetoday.com/fiat-abarth-124/
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FIAT 124 Then and Now, continued

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org May 2018 The FIAT-isti   9 

 In the “Very small car” category, 
victory went to the Abarth 595 and 
Abarth 695 sedans, two models with 
many city car characteristics but super 
car performance, both on the road and 
on the circuit, confirming the brand’s key 
values - unbeatable performance, crafts-
man-like care over and constant technical 
updating - which have always guided the 
work of Abarth designers, engineers and 
technicians.

Held for the seventh time, the com-
petition involved a total of 70,000 partic-
ipants - including the printed and online 
editions - who cast their votes on the basis 
of their purchasing choices in the cars, 
accessories, parts and services sectors. 
The cars under consideration included 38 
major brands in 14 model classes, from 
very small cars by way of convertibles 
through to SUVs.  

Abarth 124 and Abarth 595 Win Success in Germany:
The Scorpion’s design and sporty prowess receive Auto Bild awards
April 3, 2018

Readers of motoring magazine Auto Bild have proclaimed 
Abarth best brand for Design in the “Very small car” and 

“Convertible up to 50,000 Euro” categories Photo FIAT 500 and 124.
Abarth’s design has won over Auto Bild readers, who assigned 

victory to the Scorpion brand in the Design category in the “Very 
small car” and “Convertible up to 50,000 Euro” classes in the mag-
azine’s “Best brands of 2017/2018” competition.

The magazine’s readers also showed their appreciation of 
Abarth’s sporty prowess, by placing its sports car models in the top 
three in the “Sports Car” and “Sports Engines” category.

The brand won outstanding first place in the “Convertible up 
to 50,000 Euro” category with the irresistible Abarth 124 spider, 
the exclusive automotive expression of the Italian flair for life, 
with two-layer top which can be opened/closed in a few seconds, 
from the driving seat, with just one hand. What’s more, the range 
has recently been extended with the Abarth 124 GT special series, 
featuring a new high-tech, lightweight, safe hardtop which is the 
only one in the market made completely from carbon fibre. There 
were also prizes for the Abarth 595C and Abarth 695C convertible 
versions, both with fabric soft-top.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIAT Parts for Sale
Please call Dave Pruczinski and make an offer. His home phone number is 360-794-0297.

124 Spider Parts
Fuse Box Early Bumper Set Late Model Tube 

Style Rear Bumper
Complete Top 
Assembly

Roosevelt Wheels 
–Set of 4 - $400

Front Cowl w/ 
Wiper Assembly

Driver’s Side Rock-
er Panel

Misc. Stainless 
Steel Exterior Trim

Grill Surround for 
1975

Center Console 
w/ ashtray – black, 
okay shape

Left and Right 
Door Panels – 
black, okay shape

Left Front Corner 
Fender 

Left Rear Corner 
Fender 

Hood Trunk Lid

Doors Heater Core Heater Blower 
Motor

Pedal Assembly Complete Front 
Suspension

Fuel Filler Neck Steering Column 
U-Joints

Gas Cap Ashtray Spare Tire Hold-
Down Bolt

1975 Rear Taillight 
set

Heater Control 
Trim – small crack

Heater Blower 
Switch

Brake/Hazard 
Light Dash Piece

Passenger Visor – 
Okay

Quarter Window 
Trim/Weather 
Strip – passenger 
side

Trunk Latch Plas-
tic Cover

Inside of Top Plas-
tic Trim

Ski Rack Exterior Mirror

Set of Window 
Cranks

Door Latch Han-
dles

Glove Box Hous-
ing

Fuse Box License Plate 
Lights

Side Marker 
Lights 

Parking Brake Le-
ver Assembly 

Gas Pedal Assem-
bly

Hood Latch Cables Shifter Boot and 
Plate

Trunk Lid Gasket 1975 Grill Gauge Set Complete Steering 
Column

Rear Seat Trim 
Panels

Wiring Harness Heater Box As-
sembly 

Front Cross Mem-
ber – good

Complete Rear 
End

Set of Early Front 
Turn Signals

Early NOS Stock 
Grill

  

Free wheels: Zbigniew Tomalik 
wants to get rid of. His email is:  
weinglbz@hotmail.com

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Front and Rear Bumpers - need repaired and re-
chromed

Complete Steering Column

Gas Tank Rear View Mirror Gas Cap Cover Pedal Assembly
Rear Suspension Bump 
Stops 

Fuse Box Cover – 
cracked

Gauge Set Trunk Lid

Parking Brake Lever 
Assembly

Misc. Body Trim Complete Rear End Doors

Heater/Defrost Control Panel – fixable 2 Hoods Center Console

Abarth:  Another  Weekend 
of Rallies and Track Racing          
April 4, 2018

• Three Abarth 124 rallies taking 
part in the French, Slovenian and 
Czech Republic championships.

• The 2018 season of the Italian F4 
Championship powered by Abarth 
starts on the Adria circuit.

The 2018 sports season enters full swing 
as three Abarth 124 rallies take part in 
the French, Slovenian and Czech Repub-
lic championships this weekend for the 
Abarth 124 rally International Challenge, 
and more the 30 young drivers compete 
on the Adria circuit with the single-seat-
ers of the Italian F4 Championship pow-
ered by Abarth.   

More at:

https://enzari.com/abarth-another-
weekend-of-rallies-and-track-racing/

1500 Spider Parts

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://enzari.com/abarth-another-weekend-of-rallies-and-track-racing/
https://enzari.com/abarth-another-weekend-of-rallies-and-track-racing/
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2018 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 206-795-7302 
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com 

Proofer:
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmaster:
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Bert has provided notes as this was a social meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: No report

Notes:

Last night’s meeting was well attended with 13 members pres-
ent. Since no presiding officers were present, no official business 
was conducted.

Upcoming events were discussed and two more car show en-
tries were received along with one Tulip Rallye entry.

Bert Cripe reminded everyone of our All Italian car and mo-
torcycle show April 15th at XXX in Issaquah. The MG car club’s 
annual Tulip Rallye will be Saturday, April 14th, the day before. 
We now have 20 vehicles pre-registered for the show and 3 teams 
entered in the Tulip Rallye.

I want to thank everyone who attended the meeting and vol-
unteered to work the car show.

We will have the work covered and I think no one will be 
overworked!  Plenty of time for all of us to view the entries and get 
something to eat!

I will be at the show around 8:30 am to begin setup.
The tent(s) are items needing the most physical work and then 

the two main area of need are registering cars and directing them 
to a parking spot.

After the show ends at 3:00 pm we will need to stow all of the 
gear and police the parking lot to ensure it is clean.

With the addition of motorcycles, I suspect there will be some 
unknowns that we’ll have to deal with as they crop up.   

FEN April Meeting Notes
April 3, 2018

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
May 19   Driving Event: Tour Primavera. 
Starting point: Panera Bread, 775 NW Gilman 
Blvd, Issaquah. Drivers’ meeting at 10:30, 
come early for breakfast. A day tour on back 
roads through the rural King County ending in 
Monroe. We will begin in Issaquah with our first 
stop at Remlinger Farms then continue on to a 
couple of nurseries to tempt us with farm offers 
of  produce, wine, pies, gifts, lunch, and more. 
We will end our tour with an optional lunch stop 
somewhere in Monroe.

This will be a joint event with the MG club and 
perhaps we’ll see enthusiasts from other clubs as 
well! Please RSVP so that a sufficient number of 
route instructions will be available. Contact Bert 
Cripe: 360731-8758 or spiders@wavecable.com

May 30   NW Alfa Romeo Club Track Day. 
NW Alfa Romeo Club announces its first track 
event of the year at Pacific Raceways, which is the 
ever-popular Twilight Lapping and HPDE. For 
all non-members, the event registration includes 
a 1-day event membership ($10 value) which is 
non-transferable beyond this one-day use. 

Registration is now open: msreg.com/
twilight2018

Date: Wednesday, May 30

Time: 4 pm–9 pm (on track at 5 pm)

Place: Pacific Raceways in Kent

Please do not hesitate to email or call if you have 
any questions Mirko Freguia, Chief Driving 
Instructor - NWARC, 206.795.0861, mirko@
copperfin.com

June 6  Special Club Meeting (Seattle). 
Chis Benny will host the meeting at Prova 
Motorsports. Address is 4022 23rd Ave W, 
Seattle, WA 98199 in the Magnolia/Interbay 

neighborhood, phone is 206-420-8161. Time is 
set for 7 PM. Pizza and beverages provided by 
Prova and FEN.

June 8  Sno-Isle Vocational Facility TECH 
Skills Meet. The Sno-Isle facility is located at 
9001 Airport Rd, Everett, WA 98204.

— 9 am—Arrival
— Morning Session with students
— 11:45 am–Lunch
— Afternoon Session with students
— 1:30 pm–Departure

If you have any questions, give Paul Feuerpfeil a 
call at 206-612-3103.

June 29-July 1 Pacific Northwest Historics.
Pacific Raceway. This year they salute the 50th 
anniversary of Porsche, with special recognition 
of the iconic Porsche 356 race at Pacific Raceway. 
FEN Car Corral tickets for Saturday 6/30 are 
available from LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310 
leroy@mietzners.net.

July 4  No regular meeting in July, annual 
picnic instead.

July 21  6th Annual Car Show for Kids. 
The Car Show 4 Kids is back again and will be 
held in our new location in the north parking 
lot of Emerald Downs in Auburn on Saturday. 
The show will run from 9 am to 4 pm and is 
open to all classes—classics, trucks, hot rods, 
motorcycles, etc. Registration is $20 at the gate or 
$15 pre-entry. Download the registration form: 
4-kids-entry-form.pdf

July 21  Annual picnic. Details to follow—date 
subject to change.

August 1  Regular Club Meeting (South). 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/nwarc-twilight-lapping-hpde-at-pacific-raceways-alfa-romeo-northwest-571611
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/nwarc-twilight-lapping-hpde-at-pacific-raceways-alfa-romeo-northwest-571611
http://www.nwvintagetouring.org/mg/4-kids-entry-form.pdf
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web 
browser. 

2018 Pacific Northwest Historics (June 29–July 1, 2018) http://sovrenracing.org/pacific-northwest-historics/

Someone’s actually going pro racing with a FIAT 500 (Marshall Pruett, Road and Track,  Oct 15, 2012) 
https://www.roadandtrack.com/motorsports/news/a3597/someones-actually-going-pro-racing-a-fiat-500-38989/

FIAT Chrysler CEO reprimands colleague for commenting on emissions  
(David Shepardson, Reuters, May 14, 2018)
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-fiatchrysler-emissions/fiat-chrysler-ceo-
reprimands-colleague-for-commenting-on-emissions-idUSKCN1IG06Z

Is the FIAT 500 Abarth the best used sports car for less than $10k? (Sergiu Tudose, Carscoops, May 12, 2018)
https://www.carscoops.com/2018/05/fiat-500-abarth-best-used-sports-car-less-10k/

FIAT raises price of slow-selling 500 and 500 Abarth (Jared Rosenholtz, Carbuzz, May 12, 2018) 
https://carbuzz.com/news/fiat-raises-price-of-slow-selling-500-and-500-abarth

FIAT Abarth 124 GT debuts with carbon fiber roof in 2019 (Viknesh Vijaayenthiran, MotorAuthority, March, 
1, 2018) https://www.motorauthority.com/news/1115536_fiat-abarth-124-gt-debuts-with-carbon-fiber-roof

2018 FIAT 500: Reinvigorated with a standard turbo (Joseph Capperella, Car and Driver, February, 2015)

https://www.caranddriver.com/news/2018-fiat-500-gets-a-turbo-engine-and-more-power-news

FIAT Brand introduces new 2018 FIAT 500 Urbana Edition (FCA US LLC News, March 26, 2018)  
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/fiat-brand-introduces-new-2018-fiat-500-urbana-edition-300618893.html

A legendary bloodline: the Scorpionship (FIAT USA.com, 2018)   https://www.fiatusa.com/abarth.html

FIAT 500 Abarth named one of 2018’s ‘Fastest Cars for the Money’ (Cison, PR Newswire, April 30, 2018)

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/fiat-500-abarth-named-one-150000708.html

This retro fridge is made from a classic FIAT, and it’s coming to the US (Keith Barry, Refrigerators Reviewed, 
June 26, 2017)

http://refrigerators.reviewed.com/news/this-retro-fridge-is-made-from-a-classic-fiat-and-its-coming-to-the-us

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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