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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year.  In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place 
of regular meetings in those months. The 
regular meeting location alternates monthly 
between Shoreline and Renton. FEN also 
hosts rallies and other events throughout 
the year.

What a great Summer we had in 2017! The top was down on 
my FIAT from May until two weeks ago when we had a 

touch of rain here in dry Port Townsend. It went back down imme-
diately after the squall was over. Now that it is getting colder, the 
top remains down until Carrie (with blue lips), suggests that either 
we raise the top or she’s calling a cab.

We FIAT owners have a wide tolerance for cold. I see some of 
you attending events with tops down even though it is very cold. 
To you I say: “Bravo!” Myself, I have found that when the temp 
reaches 55, I raise the top. How bad does it have to get before you 
raise your top   

— Rex Rice, President

Advertising poster for Fiat Ardita by Italian illustrator Alberto Bianchi, 1933.
From Pinterest page: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/279504720599647394

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/279504720599647394
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Sunny, with a slight breeze, mid-after-
noon clouds to cool the noon time 

hour, then a warm sunny end into the 
evening for a picture-perfect blue sky day 
in Seattle. (Don’t tell any outsiders as I’m 
not sure where King County would house 
any more newcomers to the PNW!)

Three FEN members were able to 
show their cars at the Seattle Center Ital-
ian car show Saturday, September 23rd. 
Alex was showing a Group 2 Alfa Romeo 
Sedan in excellent condition. It’s for sale 
and has the rare factory optional accesso-
ries, being that everything is operational! 
We almost had it sold, but the buyers were 
all underage, and the parents had other 
ideas of cool cars in their collections.

Chris Kalinski brought a 2013 Abarth 
500, in shiny red, which received a lot of 

lookovers, and I brought my 1976 Lancia 
Beta Coupe. My job seemed to be edu-
cating the public on what the heck is a 
Lancia!

There was there usual group of excel-
lent red Ferraris, and a small group from 

Festa Italiano–Seattle Center— 
It was a warm, perfect day

the Seattle Vespa Club. 
Pastries, meatballs, sausages, pizza,wine, beer and music, were 

great distractions during the day.  It’s a very nice way to spend the 
day.    

— Pat Kvietkus

Photos by Pat Kvietkus

Alex was showing a Group 2 
Alfa Romeo sedan in excellent 
condition. It’s for sale and 
has the rare factory optional 
accessories, being that everything 
is operational!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The bluest sky you have ever seen is in Seattle … or so the song 
goes. It has certainly been one of the best summers in my memory. 
If you like dry and sunny days.  

Meeting people at club events and connecting with others about 
whatever topics come to mind is what is fun about being in an 
Italian car club, especially when at the yearly Italian festival. Usually 
folks reminisce about past memories driving in Italy.  Lots of people 
are puzzled about older cars and how to keep a vintage car 
running.  I could say the same thing about the new hybrid cars.  

Please put the Holiday Party on your must-do list. It is Sunday 
December 3rd at Wild About Cars, Kirkland,  Washington.   

By Pat Kvietkus

www.fiatnorthwest.org


4   The FIAT-isti October 2017 www.fiatnorthwest.org

The weather on the way to the car 
show was rather “iffy” and a little 

chilly. However, during the day, the sun 
came out, which made it a pleasant day. 
That is, until the sprinkles started at 3 pm. 

It was fun to see some of the people we 
met the year before. There was a large 
variety of vehicles, from a panel van 
with wall-to-wall and ceiling chartreuse 
carpeting to our favorite Mustang done 
by Count’s Customs in Las Vegas. Sooz’s 
favorite, of course, is the 1940s-era 
black-and-white police car. The pre-
vailing air at this particular car show is 
always light-hearted and fun. We love 
the doughnuts and coffee when we first 
arrive, and the full hot dog lunch later 

Kirkland PD Explorer Car Show

on. (We won’t mention the irony of 
coffee and doughnuts at a police-spon-
sored event).

We like to support any event involving 
Explorer scouts and this is no excep-
tion. We’d sure like to see more of our 
club participate next year. Unfortu-
nately, none of us won any trophies, 
but it was a lot of fun. Hope to see you 
next year.   

— Suzanne and Dan Rian

The sign on the Shaggin’ Wagon says it all.  Voted best of show by the Explorers. 
Go figure! Photos by Pat Kvietkus and Sooz Rian.

There was a large variety of vehicles, 
from a panel van with wall to wall 
and ceiling chartreuse carpeting 
to our favorite Mustang done by 
Count’s Customs in Las Vegas.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Explorer Car Show, continued

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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New Arrival FIAT Abarth 1600 O.T. 
1965 1:18 Laudoracing

Print screens provided by Fred Russell.  

LINK: https://www.laudoracing-models.com/it/abarth/156-fiat-abarth-ot1000-special-
edition1964-118-lm105b2-3794336274033.html

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.laudoracing-models.com/it/abarth/156-fiat-abarth-ot1000-special-edition1964-118-lm105b2-3794336274033.html
https://www.laudoracing-models.com/it/abarth/156-fiat-abarth-ot1000-special-edition1964-118-lm105b2-3794336274033.html
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Pruczinski Project: Sofia Part 8 —
By Dave Pruczinski

Hooray! The exterior rust repair is fini! I have worked hard the last few weeks to make the car ready for the 
finishing bodywork. I’ve sanded all the paint off the exterior of it. My coworker, Denby, who has 20 years 

experience in bodywork, is helping with the final shaping of Sofia’s figure. He’s very excited to work on something 
different. Tina has been sandblasting more parts for painting. She also has cleaned all of the windows that I’ve 
collected from various donor cars. I have reassembled the door locks, trunk latch assembly, window cranks, and 
ashtray pieces. We picked up the remainder of the polished stainless steel from Ketchum Polishing. We’ve cleaned, 
waxed, and wrapped it up for later when we want to install it. They exceeded all of our expectations.  

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Pruczinski Project: Sofia, continued

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rally-master
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Web-masters
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
valmonj@hotmail.com
Joe Elliott; 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com

FEN September Meeting Notes

September 6, 2017

The North-End meeting at Spiro’s in Shoreline was called to order 
by President Rex Rice. Eighteen members were present. 

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Leroy Mietzner reported that we are solvent and have 
65 paid members. No mention of who has not paid.

Program
Presenters were introduced by Rex Rice, after a short meeting. 
Newsletter: Pat Kvietkus advised that he needs picnic notes and a 
write up of the Historic races. Alex Sargeant reminded everyone 
of the Kirkland PD Explorer Car Show this (past) weekend, Sept. 
8. He also reminded us about Festa Italiana the 3rd weekend of 
September at the Seattle Center. It is a lot of fun for spectators with 
food booths, Italian goods booths, cooking demonstrations, bocce 
ball, and a grape stomp. It is free to enter, and if you are a member 
of FEN, we park right on the grounds at 9 am Saturday. For more 
information, contact Dan Rian 206-795-7302. 

It was also mentioned that there will be a vintage dragster race 
at the Arlington Airport Sunday, the 9th. Alex passed out cards 
about a “Gearhead Gathering” he is beginning at Group 2 motor-
sports on Commodore Way in Seattle. They are 5–8 pm and the 
next one is September 21st. If anyone as questions, please contact 
Group 2 at G2motorsports.com. Food and drinks provided.

Fred Russell advised that there is a rally cross at the Monroe 
Speedway Sunday, the 9th (of October?). Admission is $40. It is a 
chance to see wild, crazy amazing racing.

A motion was made and the meeting adjourned for our fea-
tured speakers: Fred Russell, Pat Kvietkus, and Ron Swartz.

Fred Russell put together a rally, or road tour, to the eclipse 
in Madras, Oregon. They left in the wee hours of the morning 
and arrived at Madras at 5:30 am. The museum parking lot where 
they were to observe was all ready and several Native Americans 
were thoughtful enough to provide food booths, etc., at reasonable 
prices. There was even breakfast. Fred showed great shots of the 
eclipse, both during and after.

Mi Ae Lipe then introduced her significant other, Ron, an am-
ateur photographer. They went to the eclipse on a different route, 
but enjoyed it as well. Ron is also very knowledgeable of the solar 
system and briefed us on many facts. From our point of view, his 
photography was excellent, not “amateur” in any way.

The next speaker was to be Pat K.; however, like Janet Jackson 
he had some technical difficulties with his laptop, so he was unable 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
October 4  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, (Past meeting)

October 15  The Citroen Owner’s Club 
Autumn Tour. All makes and models of cars 
are welcome on this annual event which usually 
draws cars from vintage FIATS and MGs to 
contemporary Ferraris—a moving car show not 
to be missed! Hosted by NW Citroen Owner’s 
Club, Drive tour coordinator Paul Melrose.

Starting point: Austin Chase Coffee, 9621 
Mickelberry RD NW, Silverdale (Kitsap County). 
Social time 9 am, driver’s meeting 10 am, tour 
starts 10:15 am.

End point: Boat House Restaurant, 18340 E State 
Route 3, Allyn (Mason County).

Please RSVP or questions: autumndrivetour@
gmx.com or 425-306-8525 

Download Flyer: http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/
autumn-tour.pdf

November 4  Caffeine & Gasoline® 
Griot’s Garage Store & Events Center,
 3333 S 38th St, Tacoma, WA 98409  8 am.
Learn more.

December 3 Holiday Potluck Party. 
The meeting will be at Wild About Cars, 11200 
Kirkland Way, #200, Kirkland WA 98003
More details when the venue and plans are 
finalized. 

December 6 No regular club meeting in 
December.

to share. Our loss. All of the slides were very entertaining. Thank you. Sorry any members missed it.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.  

— Respectfully submitted by Suzanne Rian, North End Secretary 

http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/autumn-tour.pdf
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/autumn-tour.pdf
https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/about+us/corporate+hq+flagship+store.do?utm_source=bing+local&utm_medium=web&utm_content=business+listing


12   The FIAT-isti October 2017 www.fiatnorthwest.org

FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
[These links are all interactive links in the PDF.] 

Announcing 2018 Alfa Romeo Celebration (Concorso Italiano, September 28, 2017)
https://concorso.com/announcing-2018-alfa-romeo-celebration/

Can you spot the vintage Fiat in this new 124 Spider video and guess its year? (Torque News, May 13, 2016)
https://www.torquenews.com/1083/can-you-spot-vintage-fiat-new-124-spider-video-and-guess-its-year

This is how the original Fiat 124 Spider sold itself (Autoweek, November 25, 2015)

Read more: http://autoweek.com/article/classic-cars/how-original-fiat-124-spider-sold-itself

Community in Poland buys £1,700 vintage Polish-made Fiat for Tom Hanks—then gets it 
customised for him (The SUN, July 12, 2017) https://www.thesun.co.uk/tvandshowbiz/3998897/
community-in-poland-holds-fundraiser-to-buy-1700-vintage-polish-car-for-tom-hanks/

2015 Fiat 500c 1957 Edition Cabrio—a drop-top with vintage flair (Kelley Blue Book, April 15, 2015)
https://www.kbb.com/car-news/all-the-latest/2015-fiat-500c-1957-edition-cabrio-__-a-drop_top-with-vintage-
flair/2000011954/

Maserati makes move toward electric vehicles (Detroil Auto News,  July 27, 2017)
http://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/chrysler/2017/07/27/maserati-electric-vehicle/516149001/

We love Tuscany, Vintage Fiat 500  tour, (October 9, 2017)
http://www.weliketuscany.it/grandTuscanDrivingTour/Grand-Tuscan-
Driving-Tour.page?gclid=CjwKEAjwvOzOBRDG95DXw43t8V0SJACAo8aH_
TPPKHEnltuOIbggplolj0-6tQSaE7po8OKyaWYNNRoCNsbw_wcB

Just listed: 1970 Lancia Fulvia (Automobile, September 13, 2017)
http://www.automobilemag.com/news/just-listed-1970-lancia-fulvia/

You won’t believe how much this legendary Lancia rally car sold for (Carbuzz.com, No date)

http://www.carbuzz.com/news/2017/8/6/You-Won-t-Believe-How-Much-This-Legendary-Lancia-Rally-Car-Sold-
For-7740434/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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