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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who meet 
regularly throughout the year.  In general, our 
club is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a nonprofit 
club in Washington State and is an IRS 501(c)7 
tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for July 
and December.  A picnic in July and a holiday 
party in December take the place of regular 
meetings in those months. The regular meeting 
location alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and other 

events throughout the year.

One of my favorite cars as a young dumb kid was this: A 1938 
Willy’s sedan with mechanical brakes. Unlike my early Fords 

whose mechanical brakes were applied through adjustable rods, 
the Willy’s used cables. Mine had stretched with age. One day, 
driving too fast (again), I made a hard left from Highway 99 and 
then a hard right onto a parallel road. Halfway through the hard 
right, the steering wheel spun uselessly in my hands; the drag link 
connection to the steering gear had broken! I was sent hurtling 
through a “Serve Yourself ” filling station, pumps everywhere and 
couldn’t stop or steer! 

Somehow missing the pumps, I went through the station and 
stopped inches from running into a fuel oil office building. Using 
haywire, (the handyman’s secret weapon before duct tape), I tied 
the steering together enough to get home. When I bought the new 
part, the parts clerk told me about cable tighteners, little gizmos 
that attached to the cables. Soon, I had workable brakes, almost.

Today, I have a great appreciation for our four wheel-disc 
brakes on our FIATs.    

— Rex Rice, President

Photo: From Rex
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Have you ever experienced a total 
eclipse? Daylight into a moonless 

night and then back to day again in a 
3-hour period. This happens when the 
moon passes between the Earth and Sun 
casting its shadow onto the Earth.    

The last eclipse in the area was in 
1979 passing over Portland Oregon and 
then parts of Eastern Washington. Sadly, 
it was a heavy overcast which is typical on 
a late February day. This time, it’s coming 
by during our driest time of the year so 
chances are great we’ll see the full effect.  

From where we plan to drive, the 
eclipse will gradually plunge into total dark-
ness for 2 minutes and 2 seconds with what 
looks like a ring of fire around the black 
silhouette of the moon, known as a corona. 
Though it requires special glasses (I’ll pro-
vide these) to watch the moons gradual 1.5-
hour progression across in front of the sun, 
the 2-minute portion of total eclipse can be 
viewed normally without eye protection.

Upcoming August  
Solar Eclipse Viewing Event   RSVP needed

Our plan is for members of the Alfa and FIAT clubs to leave the 
Southcenter Mall area around 10 AM on Sunday, August 20, driving 
pleasant roads south stopping at the LeMay Foundation for a group 
tour. Bring a sack lunch for this stop. Next, we drive back roads 
down to Vancouver, WA, where we’ll stay at a hotel for the night. 

Getting up early the next morning for breakfast, we’ll be on the 
road around 8 AM on August 21 following US Hwy 26 as it heads 
south east across Oregon. Traffic may be slow with many people 
heading to the same event we’re going to. We should arrive in Ma-
dras, watch the last of the darkening process, then the total eclipse at 
noon, and some of the lightening. 

As this will be lunchtime, we’ll eat a provided lunch while we 
watch it get lighter. Traffic will be an equal challenge heading back to 
Vancouver but once we enter Washington, we’ll follow a somewhat 
different scenic route back up north towards Seattle. In all, its 600 
miles round-trip. 

Based on several people contacting me about joining along, I’ve 
reserved rooms at the Holiday Inn Express at Salmon Creek  Van-
couver, WA. You’ll need to reserve a room by either calling them at 
(360) 576-1040  and asking for a room within the “Alfa Romeo Club 
Tour” block of rooms. The rates are $119.00 + taxes for the night. 
They are holding a few rooms for us until July 20.  After that, any 
rooms not reserved will be released.

Please also contact me (FKTMRussell@msn.com) and I’ll be able 
to create a route guide for you and share the starting point.   This is a 
rare chance to see something almost as cool as an FIAT and a wee bit 
more natural.  — Fred Russell / FEN   

A total solar eclipse is easily one of the 
most stunning celestial events a 
stargazer will see in their lifetime.  
Witnessing an eclipse is known to bring 
people to tears, and just seeing one is 
enough to hook you on chasing more)! 
Despite the profound effects, though, the 
experience itself passes in mere minutes.  
After weeks or months of preparation, 
the Moon’s shadow races along the 
ground, Baily’s beads appear just before 
totalality, and then the viewer is bathed 
in the corona’s eerie glow. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Open 11 AM to 4 PM to all Italian Cars & Motorcycles 
No Charge Entry!    Come or go as your schedule allows! 

Saint Edward State Park 14445 Juanita Dr NE, Kenmore, WA 98028 

Food & money donations gladly accepted for the Maltby Food Bank      

Hosted by the NW Alfa Romeo Club     www.nwalfaclub.com 

VIVA ITALIA 
Italian Car Show 

July 29, 2017 
Saint Edward State Park 

Enjoy the passion that is Italian Cars & Motorcycles 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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On Saturday, June 3, three couples from the West end of the 
MG car club (2 in MGs and Bert and I in our Honda) met at 

the Silverdale bowling alley.  From there we drove to Discovery Bay 
to meet up with members of the Fiat club to join in their drive to 
Marrowstone Vineyards for their first annual car show, BBQ feed 
and music. The MG’ers decided to do this with the Fiat club instead 
of doing the usual “Drive to Lunch” event.

First we drove to the Discovery Bay old cemetery. We were amazed 
that the headstones were from pretty recent dates, even as last as 
2006.  There used to be a community there, but now even the cem-
etery is not taken care of, too bad.

From there we went to Gardener Beach and by the Troll Haven 
Farm.  We then drove through the Diamond Point area where 
there are great views and wonderful houses.  (Sorry, now photos 
from here)

Then it was on to the Vineyard. The wait for the BBQ was crazy 
long. We were in line for at least an hour!  This was the first time 
this event had been put on and I don’t think anyone realized how 
many people there would be.  Hopefully this will be worked out if 
they do it again.  The food was very good though. We had a great 
time talking with friends, looking at the cars and tasting the wines. 
It was great to have these two groups do this together.  I hope there 
can be more of this kind of event.

By Diana Cripe   

Peninsula Drive—June 3, 2017

Note from the Editor 
By Pat Kvietkus

Please excuse my tardiness in 
publishing May’s newsletter! I have 
turned it into a May–June issue.  
I hope you enjoy the content that 
has been provided.  The April car 
show was great! No rain, lots of sun.  
The crowd showed up after Easter 
church services as expected. It looks 
like there are lots of plans forming 
for summer and fall driving events. 

I hope all were safe on the 
Memorial Day weekend, as the 
roads are reported to be loaded 
with distracted drivers. Ciao!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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MG/FIAT Club drive to Marrowstone Vineyards

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Hi everyone,

The official NHTSA pictures from the 
Public Service Awards ceremony on 

March 27 at the 2017 Lifesavers Confer-
ence in Charlotte, NC, are finally avail-
able. I’ve attached them here for fun, or in 
case you want to see them.

We’re pictured here with Jack Daniel-
son, acting Deputy Director of NHTSA. 
I must say of our group picture, we were 
in the amazing and inspiring company 
of fellow award winners from across the 
country who have done some incredibly 
impressive work in traffic safety. Mark 
and I met many of them at a dinner we 
organized the night before, and they were 
some of the nicest, interesting people 
we’ve ever met (outside of you all, of 
course : )

Thank you all for your support of 
Mark and me over the years—we’re most 
grateful and still a bit bewildered at times 
at how we got here. There’s still a lot of 
work to be done in Olympia to improve 
driver training and testing, but we’re 
making good progress.  — Mi Ae   

2017 NHTSA 
Public Service 
Awards

NHTSA pictures of Mi Ae Lipe and Mark Butcher.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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All-Italian Car Show— April 9, 2017
Photos by Bert, Rex, and Pat

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIAT 124 Spider
Scale 1/43

From the BBT Model Store website: 
 

“We want the perfection of our models to 
surprise collectors all over the world, so 
that they too can experience the incred-
ible emotion of possessing an exclusive 
object.

“Through a delicate balance between 
tradition and innovation, we strive to 
express all the elegance, style, and creativ-
ity of made in Italy in our models. The 
most accurate attention to detail, quality 
materials, and the constant development 
of production technologies have ensured 
BBR models have become a recognized 
point of reference for large car manufac-
turers and car enthusiasts.”  

http://www.bbrmodelstore.com/
english/car-model-bbrc181b_fiat-
124-spider-icecream-white.
aspx?removecache=1&bbradmin=1

Pictures sent by Fred Russell

Collectable Tiny FIATs— 
BBR Model Store

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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April South-End Tribute to Norm
Photos by Sue and Gary Reed

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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For sale from Mike Wayte:  
Parts for an ‘81 FIAT Spider
Several years ago Mike purchased a 1981 Spider that had been in mint condition. Robin Bee had gone over 

the car and pronounced it fit. The owner at the time then took it for a drive and, tragically, hit some black ice 
coming down a hill and broadsided a utility pole. Robin advised the owner to sell it for parts. I purchased the car 
with the intention of using the parts as needed. Over the years I’ve used, sold, and given away parts. It is now time 
to empty my garage of FIAT parts. Ray Mortenson has kept my ’82 Spider in top shape, so I feel no need to work 
on it. Give me a holler if you are interested. Prices are negotiable. My phone number is 206-932-7479 (home) or 
206-941-7479 (cell). 

I also own some ramps. Since I don’t work on cars, I don’t need it. It’s on the list to go.

Shop Manuals: Factory (1982), Haynes (68–78), Clymar (71–84 [not a typo]), Chilton (69–81)
A dolly for moving cars around is available.

Floor jack Windshield Hood (white in color)

Panel that contains the wiper motor Left and right taillight assembly Radiator with fan

Exhaust system Headlamps retaining rings Starter

Alternator Distributor Coolant tank

Dash board with gages Console Front and back bumpers

Photo added by editor and not actual car. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The 101st edition of the legendary “Targa Florio”, the world’s 
oldest surviving car race, will be held in Sicily from 20 to 23 

April. Originally conceived, funded, and organized by Palermo 
magnate Vincenzo Florio for the purpose of establishing a “prac-
tical and precise criterion for assessing the traveling car,” the race 
has been held in various forms ever since 1906. Run in its modern 
form by the Palermo Automobile Club in association with its na-
tional parent organization, the event involves three competitions, 
held simultaneously: “Targa Florio Rally,” “Targa Florio Historic 
Rally,” and “Targa Florio Classic,” a regularity competition which 
forms part of the Campionato Italiano Grandi Eventi AciSport 
season.

By supporting this major automotive event, the FCA group 
confirms its special enthusiasm for the classic car world, clearly 
reflected by the key role played by its brands: Alfa Romeo and 
Abarth are participating as Main Sponsors, and FCA Heritage has 

FCA at the 101st Edition of the 
Legendary “Targa Florio”
Official Press Release,  Turin,  April 13, 2017

selected important cars from the Group’s 
past to star on the island’s roads in the 
Targa Florio Classic.

The involvement of the Group depart-
ment dedicated to promoting the historic 
legacy of FCA’s Italian brands confirms its 
interest in this constantly growing sector, 
popular with all segments of contempo-
rary society and a source of added value 
for the modern automotive industry. 
There could be no better way of strongly 
reinforcing the individual brands’ unique 
character on the worldwide scene: a 
heritage made up of cars and engineers, 
races and engines, style, and innovation, 
that shaped technological progress and 
the history of racing during the last 
century.   

The Editor wishes to thank Fred Russell 
for alerting us to this story. (Edited for size)

Alfa Romeo and Abarth are  
to be the Main Sponsors of the  

101st edition, and FCA Heritage will 
be taking part in this great Sicilian 

classic race with magnificent historic 
Alfa Romeo and FIAT cars. Yet 

more confirmation of FCA’s special 
enthusiasm for the classic car  

world and events that highlight  
its brands’ racing tradition.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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There hasn’t been much to report in 
news at FIAT since the 124 Spider 

debuted last year. To those of us in the 
industry it seemed for a while that FCA 
had abandoned FIAT to spend all of its 
attention on building the revitalized Alfa 
Romeo brand in North America. The 
market landscape as a whole has shifted 
heavily towards SUV, CUV, and trucks 
while fuel prices have remained low. 
Americans have moved very strongly 
away from cars. 

Since our product line consists mostly 
of cute little cars we’ve seen a slowdown 
in studio traffic. Our only CUV for North 
America at FIAT is the 500X and it is 
doing well, but it also has taken sales away 
from our other five-passenger car, the 
500L. It hasn’t helped that the model-year 
2014 500L created an unfortunate repu-
tation for reliability that the current (and 
much improved) 500L still must contend 

New Products and Needed Updates 
Coming from FIAT 

with. FIAT has finally decided to explore a new niche in North 
America with the introduction of the 500L Living. When it gets 
here the 500L Living will be the smallest seven-passenger vehicle 
available in the USA. Over the years I’ve often had questions from 
customers with larger families who like FIATs but needed more 
seats. FCA has finally chosen to address that need. 

The 500L Living was introduced in Europe back in 2015. It’s 
about a foot longer than the regular 500L. From the outside the 
main visual difference is the longer window between the C and 
D pillars. That extra foot of length creates a cargo area about 25% 
larger. More importantly, it allows for enough space for an extra 
row of seats that fold flat into the floor when they aren’t needed. 
No word yet if we will get the Bentley-like fold out trays on the 
back of the front seats that some markets receive. The rest of the 
specifications remain the same as the regular 500L. The great 
visibility, generous headroom, huge panoramic sunroof, and best 
in class handling haven’t changed. No firm release date has been 
announced but I expect the car to arrive sometime next fall.

The second bit of news is exciting and very welcome. After five 
years of just minor improvements the regular two-door FIAT 500 
hatchback, 500C convertible, and 500 Abarth finally get their first 
major revision and retooling for 2018. No pictures have been 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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released yet, but I expect that the car will be similar to the retooled 
styling that the 500 got in Europe for 2016. The changes coming 
are major, and official announcements will probably be made at the 
traditional time for FIAT in July. The factory will build the 2017 
500 versions until the annual August shutdown. Following the 
break, extensive retooling of the factory will begin and 2018 
production is expected to start in March 2018. An additional, 
partially-verified rumor is that the 500E electric will be replaced 
with a plug-in hybrid after the new chassis.   

The Editor wishes to thank Alex Sargeant, FEN Board Member & Senior 
Enthusiast at Maserati Alfa Romeo FIAT of Kirkland for alerting us to 
this story.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net
Newsletter Editor
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Web masters
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
99988xvalmonj@hotmail.com
Joe Elliott; 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com

FEN Meeting Notes
North End Meeting notes by “Sooz”- May 3, 2017
The meeting at the north end at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, was called to 
order by President Rex Rice at 7:00 pm.

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer Leroy Mietzner, reported that we are still solvent and 
that we donated $483 to Life Enrichment Options as a result of the 
car show.

New Business
14 members were present.

New member Ken introduced himself as joining online (we did not 
get his last name), and he indicated that he has a yellow 1973 FIAT 
Spider, which needs a 1608 motor. Bert Cripe indicated that he had a 
motor he would give him, as well as parts, if he wished. Bert has two 
1971 Spiders. Ken and Bert will discuss this later.

Mi Ae recommended that we should schedule a tour of Cats Exotics 
for a FEN function. She also mentioned that the top reason in the 
US for increased insurance premium rates is the overuse and high 
rate of cell phones in accidents; distracted drivers have become a na-
tionwide problem. Mi Ae received the national Public Service Award 
from NHTSA in North Carolina in late March. Way to go Mi Ae!

All-Italian Car Show
Bert reported that in spite of the fact that we had no raffles, no PA 
system, and it was Easter, we had 55 cars in the show and a lot of 
spectators. Bert related that he had trouble this year making contact 
with other clubs. Alex discussed the fact of attracting more Ital-
ian motorcycles and scooters. Alex will take on that responsibility 
for next year. Bert volunteered again to chair the registration next 
year. It was mentioned that the Emerald City Flying Monkeys Club 
should be contacted about our show. It was noted that the memorial 
at the car show to Norm Smith did not happen as was scheduled.

Drives and Events (See Calender)
Some of us are awaiting information from Fred Russell on his eclipse 
tour.

Other
Door prize drawings were held. Dan made a motion to adjourn, 
Alex seconded, and the meeting was adjourned.

Spring Tune-up
Mathew Swineford gave a tune-up presentation for your FIAT to get you 
car ready for the driving season. The meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.

— Also submitted were notes by Carrie Rice, South End Secretary



FEN Calendar
June 7 Important: Location of regular club 
meeting CHANGED to Group2 Motorsports in 
Seattle. Come out to the Magnolia area near Fish-
erman’s Terminal in Seattle from 6:30 to about 
8:30pm to experience an amazing car repair 
and restoration facility with some of the finest 
mechanics in the NW. Pizza will be provided by 
FEN, beverages by Group2. PLEASE RSVP to 
FEN VP, David Moise if you can attend.

June 24–25 A car show is scheduled in 
Mukilteo. Registration is $20 per car. 

June 30–July 2 SOVREN Vintage 
Racing, Pacific Northwest Historics. On Saturday, 
July 1, FEN members will be participating in this 
annual event and parking in the car corral to 
display their cars and have the amazing and unique 
experience of driving a few times around the course 
at lunch. Please contact FEN Treasurer LeRoy 
Mietzner (leroy@mietzners.net) for tickets or more 
information. This is a must see event; don’t miss it.

July 1 at 8 am Griot’s Garage Caffeine and 
Gasoline® Cruise-In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 
South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA, First Saturday of 
every month at 8 am.

July 1 No regular meeting in July, annual 
Picnic instead.

July 19–23  FIAT Freakout, 2017
FCA Annual National Convention
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. More details here.

July 20–23 Mirafiori Oregon Campout. 
This is the 21st annual summer FIAT get together 
in Southern Oregon, about 25 miles east of 
Ashland, for the 2nd year in the Apserkaha group 
camp on beautiful Howard Prairie Lake. Join 

enthusiasts from all over the west coast for this 
amazing, unique event. For photos from last year: 
go here. For more info, please contact FEN past 
President, Greg Smith: gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

July 29  FEN Picnic, Saterday, 11am to 4pm. 
Greg Smith’s, 6809 Zangle Rd. NE, Olympia WA 
98506. Picnic with Greg’s outdoor pizza oven (bring 
a favorite topping and side dish to share & BYOB), 
and replay of the ever-popular blind gymkhana. 
Stay tuned for more details in July.

July 29  VIVA ITALIA Italian Car Show, Open 
11 AM to 4 PM to all Italian Cars & Motorcycles, 
No Charge Entry! Come or go as your schedule 
allows! Saint Edward State Park 14445 Juanita Dr 
NE, Kenmore, WA 98028 Food & money donations 
gladly accepted for the Maltby Food Bank.
Hosted by the NW Alfa Romeo Club www.
nwalfaclub.com

August 2  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

August (date TBD) Bert is putting 
together a tour for some time in August.

August 21  NWARC/AROO Solar Eclipse 
Viewing Run, Oregon Contact Fred Russell at 
FKTMRussell@msn.com or 425-308-6621.

September 6  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

September 23  Festa Italiana Car Show  
Seattle Center. For more information; 206-282-
0627, or www.FestaSeattle.com

www.fiatnorthwest.org May–June 2017 The FIAT-isti   19 

http://www.g2motorsports.com/
http://sovrenracing.org/pacific-northwest-historics/
https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/about+us/events.do
https://www.fiatclubamerica.com/FFO2017/
https://jacksoncountyor.org/parks/Camping/Howard-Prairie-Lake/Apserkaha-Park
https://jacksoncountyor.org/parks/Camping/Howard-Prairie-Lake/Apserkaha-Park
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.1139501289450264&type=3
http://www.nwalfaclub.com
http://www.nwalfaclub.com
http://www.FestaSeattle.com
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT-Chrysler car sales statistics—Amazing level of sales details on FCA around the world.

http://www.carsitaly.net  (May 14, 2017)  

Goodwood run for 100-year-old FIAT S76 car  Among those taking part is a 1911 FIAT S76. It took owner Duncan 
Pittaway 10 years to restore, working only from historic photos and 100-year-old blueprints. (BBC , June 26, 2016)
http://www.bbc.com/news/av/uk-33266088/100-year-old-car-to-run-at-goodwood

British Prime Minister’s old FIAT up for auction. A 1970s FIAT 500 bought by David Cameron as a present for 
his wife has covered only 13,000 miles from new. (The Telegraph, May 14, 2017)
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/news/9598985/Prime-Ministers-old-FIAT-up-for-auction.html

Tour company offering tour in Tuscany in vintage FIAT 500’s  (May 14, 2017)

http://www.weliketuscany.it/fiattours.page?gclid=Cj0KEQjwgODIBRCEqfv60eq65ogB
EiQA0ZC5-S72IOZbjnD3WGeUVwCrJ2Thdg5cKD4N53M9HymlA0caAlQl8P8HAQ

FIAT and Alfa fighting to recapture old glory days and conquer 2017 (Independent, May 14, 2017)
http://www.independent.ie/life/motoring/car-reviews/fiat-and-alfa-fighting-to-recapture-old-glory-days-and-
conquer-2017-35333056.html

Website dedicated to saving Lancia (Digital Trends, May 14,  2017)
http://enzari.com/save-lancia/

Can Alfa Romeo, Maserati bring Italian luxury cars to the masses? (Fox Business news, April 4, 2017)

http://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/2017/04/04/can-alfa-romeo-maserati-bring-italian-luxury-cars-to-masses.html

Watch this 505-hp Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio hit 176 mph on the Autobahn (The Drive, May 11, 2017)
http://www.thedrive.com/watch-this/10181/watch-this-505-hp-alfa-romeo-giulia-quadrifoglio-hit-176-mph-on-
the-autobahn

2017 Maserati Alfieri: Guaranteed to be not f-ing boring twin turbochargers and stunning design  
(Car and Driver, May, 2017)

http://www.caranddriver.com/features/2017-maserati-alfieri-25-cars-worth-waiting-for-feature

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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