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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year.  In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place 
of regular meetings in those months. The 
regular meeting location alternates monthly 
between Shoreline and Renton. FEN also 
hosts rallies and other events throughout 
the year.

As “El Duce” of FEN, I’m feeling stressed but I know I will have 
lots of help when I need it. 2017 should be another great year for 

FEN and a very interesting year for America. We’ll see how it goes.
I urge everyone to get into their FIAT, belt up, and drive! I 

consider my 1980 124 Spider to be the perfect car. With 80 horse-
power, great brakes, a top that goes up and down, and a top speed 
of 100 mph, what could be any better?

At the February meeting at Amante’s in Renton, Alex Sargeant 
will fill us in on what is coming down the road to us from FIAT. Also, 
prepare to share stories about your best (and worst) car. As a fellow 
motorhead, I’ve had some good and bad relationships with cars.

See you at Amante’s on February 1st. Come at 6 pm for good 
food.   

— Rex Rice, President

Top: From Pinterest page: www.pinterest.com/graphicar/500-wrapping/ 
Above: New Fiat 500 “Saint Valentine,”Gabriele Bianchi.  
From Fiat 500 blog: www.500blog.blogspot.com
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Carrie and I planned for this event by 
reserving a room at the Redmond 

Inn weeks before. On December 31st, 
we drove our trusty old FIAT from Port 
Townsend to the Eastside, immediate-
ly getting lost as our smartphone GPS 
became confused by all the busy streets 
and blocks of condos and shopping malls. 
“Unable to Locate” became its mantra. 
Entering “Redmond Inn” finally brought 
us to “Redmond Woods” somewhere in 
the hills. 

In the past, I would go to a gas station 
and ask the clerk for directions. I did this 
at two stations and the East Indian clerks 
had never heard of the Redmond Inn, 
even though we were in Redmond. After 
driving up and down Redmond Way, we 
finally found the place and moved into 
our room.

Fortunately, it was located next to 
an NHP (National House of Pancakes), 
where starving folks like us were offered a 
menu of more carbohydrates than I knew 
existed. My blood sugar numbers went up 
just by holding the menu. Being hungry, 
we shortened our lives by eating what 
they brought and collapsed in our room 
to watch some non-news and the weather, 
which was forecast to be “Really Bad” by 
morning. 

On New Year’s Day, 2017 at 8:20 am, 
after a breakfast of more carbs, we stood 
in the ice and snow, waiting for the event 
to begin. No one showed up, so we started 
for home, running into more snow and 
icy conditions. The worst road conditions 
were near Lynnwood, where we managed 
to get around cars that were not moving, 
even though their wheels were spinning 

Thoughts on the New Year’s Day 
Anti-Football Drive

mightily. When we neared the Sound, the snow had almost disap-
peared, so our trip home was uneventful. There was a light dusting 
of snow in our driveway and our next-door neighbor, Robert, had 
the house warmed with the wood stove and a small snowman in 
the yard to welcome us. I hope we can have as much fun next year.

— Rex Rice

Top: The Rices’ 124, decked out for the holidays (photo by David Moise).  
Above:  From the helm of  Todd Fiebigs’s beautifully restored 1967 Alfa Giulia 
Super (thanks Todd for the picture). Opposite page: Shot by Judy Moise, navigator 
of the solo FIAT,  taken southeast of Issaquah on the Issaquah Hobart Road.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org February 2017 The FIAT-isti   3 

Actually, we managed to make our way 
to Redmond and did take part in 

the Alfa Club rally yesterday, despite the 
snow. Fred Russell preran part of the route 
to make sure there was no deep snow or 
impasse. We were the only FIAT in the 
group, along with a couple of Alfa spiders; 
the rest were coupes, sedans, or SUVs 
(non-Alfa) but a good-sized group. 

Here are several pics from both this 
event and our quick anniversary trip to 
Port Townsend, where we also had break-
fast with Rex and Carrie.   

— David Moise

Note from the Editor   By Mi Ae Lipe

This is my last full newsletter.  It’s hard to believe that three years ago, I took on the task of the 
creating the FIAT-isti. Time flies when you’re having fun—it sure doesn’t seem like it’s been that 
long, but it has.

The time has come to pass on the baton to the very capable Pat Kvietkus. I won’t be going 
away entirely as we transition over for awhile, and I may even occasionally fill in for him when he 
is away on business. Perhaps someday I will even take up the mantle again—who knows?

I must say that I’ve sure had a blast doing your newsletter.  And I’ve been honored to be a 
part of it and proud of what it’s become—a fun, spunky publication that hopefully entertains 
and informs in equal parts about FIATs and other Italian cars both old and new.  Thank you so 
much for having me as your newsletter editor these past several years.

Meanwhile, I’m looking forward to spending more time continuing my work to further traffic 
safety in Washington State, writing a monthly column on street driving for the BMW CCA’s 
national magazine Roundel, and also pursuing other opportunities to write and collaborate with 
others both in the US and internationally on driving technique and cultural attitudes toward road 
safety. I’ll keep you posted and contribute an article once in a while!

Again, thank you for all your generous support and contributions over the years—and  
please welcome Pat! Send him your articles, notes, pictures, and comments to his email at  
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com, or if you need to reach him by phone, call 206-605-8136.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The following is a letter I received from 
fellow FENster Mike Wayte in regard to 
his experiences driving in Great Britain.

 — The Editor

Isee in the new newsletter that you spent 
some time in the UK studying their 

drivers and methodology to develop good 
drivers. Jackie and I lived in the UK for a 
few years as expats. We worked for Boeing 
on a subcontract to British Aerospace. We 
lived in Lytham-St Annes (about 60 miles 
west of Manchester on the Fylde Coast). 
The company told us we would get a car if 
we passed the British driver’s license test. 
The company also provided driving classes 
to everybody.

Our instructor was a former evalua-
tor, so he was a good one to change our 
Seattle ways. We wanted to pass the first 
time, so we took Boeing up on their offer 
to pay for two sets of classes. I’m not sure 
we would have passed the first time with-
out the second set of classes.

The written test was from a very thick 
book. I believe the book held about 300 
or so bits of information. Our tests were 
made up of about 30 questions from the 
300. They were not easy, like guess the 
correct answer, true/false, or anything like 
that. You had to know the answer or you 
were a dead duck.

The drivers test consisted of road, 
roundabout, three-point maneuvers, 
capability tests, etc.

A substantial number of the Boeing 
folks flunked the first time. I believe the 
record was held by one guy who flunked 
five times.

I believe the reason their drivers are 
so good is their attitude/personality. They 
are very disciplined. ALSO, the British 
legal system shows NO mercy. To wit: I 

Letter to the Editor: On British Driving

had been told by the locals that a DUI in England means you don’t 
drive for a year. If you are dumb enough to get a second, you never 
drive again.

On drinking: You see very few cars on the roads as the pubs 
are closing, but LOTS of taxis. Reason: you are going to a pub. If 
you drink more than a pint, you are under the influence and will 
lose your license. If you think you can hold the pint, you might 
want to have two drinks called “shandys.” A shandy is a 50/50 
mix of bitter (or what ever beer-type liquid you like) and “lemon-
ade”(or any soft drink—almost all soft drinks are called lemonade). 
So, that’s half bitter mixed with half lemonade.

Along with all the discipline goes some quirky behavior. To 
wit: We were having our first meeting with the British military one 
day at 0900. The customers showed up before the meeting’s start 
time, so to get acquainted I asked them where they stayed the night 
before (the distance from their headquarters in Bristol to where we 
were located in Warton was around 100 miles). They replied that 
they had driven up that morning!! 

Well, it turns out the M-5 and M-6 were motorways that, for 
some reason, let the cars travel at speeds approaching 100 mph. “As 
long as you keep it below 100 mph you won’t get a citation.” (I’m 
trying to remember if there were hours for that behavior. WOW!)

You probably heard all those stories but it’s fun telling them 
again.

Regards, Mike Wayte

The sign at the Eurocar car rental lot at Heathrow Airport advising travelers on 
tips for driving in the UK. Photo by Mi Ae Lipe.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The readers of the renowned specialist magazine auto, motor 
und sport have decided: For them the new Alfa Romeo Gi-

ulia is the best import vehicle in the middle class. This is a result 
of the election “Best Car 2017.” In the 41st edition of the reader 
competition, 25.4 percent of the votes went to Alfa Romeo Giulia. 
Alfa Romeo Giulietta (second place import compact class) and 
Alfa Romeo Mito (third place import small car) complete the big 
success of the Italian brand with top positions in their respective 
categories.

Also the readers of auto motor und sport voted for the Abarth 
595 as the best car in its segment. The Italian compact sports car 
was chosen by them as the winner of the “Best Car 2017” award in 
the import category of mini-cars. The Abarth 595 won the compe-
tition with 34.0 percent of all votes. In rank two, the readers chose a 
close relative of the Abarth 595, the FIAT 500.

The competition “Best Cars 2017” was conducted parallel by 21 
magazines in 17 countries. A total of 378 new vehicle models were 
presented to the readers in 11 categories. In Germany, 123,719 votes 
were submitted at auto, motor und sport.

Double  Win for FIAT Chrysler Automobiles
Alfa Romeo Giulia and Abarth 595 
Voted as “Best Car 2017”
Official Press Release,  Turin, January 26, 2017

Alfredo Altavilla, Chief Operating 
Officer EMEA of FIAT Chrysler Automo-
biles, accepted both prizes today during 
the award ceremony in Stuttgart.   

The Editor wishes to thank Fred Russell  
for alerting us to this story.

Inner column: www.alfaromeopress.com

Outer column:  
Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio,  

www.alfaromeousa.com

FIAT Abarth 595,  
www.topgear.com

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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• On the tarmac, ice, and snow 
of the French Alps, the new car, 
driven by three private crews, 
demonstrated its competitiveness 
and excellent performance 
offering a thrilling spectacle  
to the large audience.

• Gentleman driver Gabriele 
Noberasco showed his worth  
and determination coming  
second in the R-Gt category.

• Francois Delecour and young 
driver Fabio Andolfi led the  
R-Gt standings until they were 
forced to withdraw.  Their  
special stage timing provided 
interesting technical pointers  
for development.

• Team and crews were very 
satisfied by the behaviour  
and the times clocked by  
the Abarth 124 rally.

Excellent Results for Abarth 124 Rally  
for Its Racing Debut at the 85th  
“Rallye Monte-Carlo”
Official Press Release,  Turin, January 23, 2017

It was an excellent trial in extreme conditions for the new Abarth 
124 rally, for which development was stepped up a notch on 

the challenging roads of the 85th Rallye Monte-Carlo with three 
private crews: Frenchmen Francois Delecour and Dominique Savi-
gnoni (Team Milano Racing), promising talent of ACI Team Italia 
Fabio Andolfi with Manuel Fenoli, and Gabriele Noberasco with 
Daniele Michi (team Bernini). At the end of the race, they were 
very satisfied and enthusiastic about the debut performance of the 
new Abarth 124 rally that in this particularly difficult edition of the 
Rallye Monte-Carlo, demonstrated to be very competitive in the 
hands of the three private crews.

The first round of the 2017 Rally World Championship was 
staged in extremely unfavourable circumstances, with most of the 
course covered in ice and snow. This forced all of the crews to fit 
studded winter tyres for nearly all of the special stages. These condi-

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Opposite page: Gabriele Noberasco in his Abarth 
124 rally.  This page, top: Francois Delecour in 
his Abarth 124 rally. Bottom: Fabio Andolfi in his 
Abarth 124 rally.  

All pictures from www.abarthpress.com.

tions, which at least on paper should have put rear-wheel drive cars 
at a disadvantage, were instead exploited by the Abarth 124 rally 
to express its great potential. It ranked in the first 20 places of the 
overall standings from the earliest stages of the race, which counted 
76 competitors, 37 of whom at the wheel of all-wheel drive cars.

On day one, the Abarth 124 rally cars took the first three places of 
the R-Gt standings, with Delecour ahead of Andolfi and Noberasco.

In day two, Andolfi was relentless, climbing up to the 18th place 
in the overall standings and ending the leg in the 27th place despite 
having experienced a serious accident in the eighth special stage, 
which proved the structural robustness of the car but forced him to 
withdraw. Delecour, on the other hand, was 19th and firmly leading 
the R-Gt ranking ahead of many R5 models when on day three he 
was forced to withdraw by a differential oil cap failure.

 Gabriele Noberasco continued the race problem-free over-
coming many difficulties, like the last crossing of the Col de Turi-
ni under the snow in very poor grip conditions. He enjoyed the 
satisfaction of being the first driver to score an excellent result, 
taking second place in the R-Gt category with his Abarth 124 Rally, 
at the end of the grueling course which was 1411 kilometres long, of 
which 382 timed.

The debut race was closely followed by 
the Abarth staff that supported the Milano 
Racing and Bernini Rally teams and was 
used to step up development a notch to the 
benefit of the drivers and teams that will 
be competing in the Abarth 124 Trophy as 
part of the Italian Rally Championship.

The races will be seven, and the 
jackpot will be very rich with prizes for 
the absolute standings, Under-23 drivers, 
and teams. All prizes—5,000 euro for the 
winner, 4,000 euro for the team, and 2,000 
euro for the Under 23 drivers—are 
cumulative. According to regulations, 
prizes will be given to the first three 
rankings in each race and final in each 
category. The real news of the jackpot is 
the addition of a prize for the best-ranking 
teams with a final jackpot of 30,000 euro. 
The Under 23 winner will also be given 
the opportunity to compete in the 2017 
Monza Rally with the official Abarth 124 
Rally. Other prizes include an ACI Sport 
Federal Super Course and a “rally master” 
organised directly by Abarth. The winner 
of the overall ranking will receive their 
own street-legal Abarth 124 spider.   

For links to videos of this rally, click here:

Starting ceremony: http://video.
abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/
post/30994

Assistance: http://video.abarthpress.
com/p/it/en/abarth/post/30994/
video/150698

The Race—Special Stages: http://video.
abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/
post/30994/video/150701

The Editor thanks Fred Russell for letting us 
know about this story.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://video.abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/post/30994
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http://video.abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/post/30994/video/150698
http://video.abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/post/30994/video/150698
http://video.abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/post/30994/video/150698
http://video.abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/post/30994/video/150701 
http://video.abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/post/30994/video/150701 
http://video.abarthpress.com/p/it/en/abarth/post/30994/video/150701 
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What Is the Tulip Rallye? 
The route is approximately 75 miles long 
with questions to answer. It is a laid-back 
and casual “gimmick rallye” where the 
challenge is to spot and record the answers 
to questions based on signs and objects 
found along the way while following turn-
by-turn route driving instructions, devil-
ishly laid out by the Rallyemaster, whose 
job it is to make you laugh as you attempt 
to find the answers to the rather silly ques-
tions, riddles, and trivia. Also note that we 
don’t use the traditional “tulip” symbols in 
the route instructions.

This is not a traditional time-speed-
distance event. No special knowledge nor 
equipment is needed to enjoy your car, 
your companion, the company of fellow en-
thusiasts, and incredible roads and scenery.

Begun in 1982 as a way for a few 
enthusiastic members of the MG Car 
Club Northwest Centre (MGCCNWC 
was established in 1957) to tour the scenic 
Skagit Valley, this event has grown to 
include as many as 300 cars from over 
30 car clubs from as far away as Oregon, 
Idaho, and British Columbia.

The Tulip Rallye has become a “must 
do” spring event for those car enthusi-
asts who truly enjoy the thrill of driving 
on country roads with so many other 
like-minded car hobbyists!

How Does It Work? 
At the starting line, you will be given a 
route book with turn-by-turn driving 
instructions. If you follow the instructions 
carefully, you will stay on course. Refer to 
this example of route instructions: http://
tuliprallye.org/exsheet.html

The 35th Annual  Tulip Rallye
Saturday,  April 22, 2017    Registration is now open!

NOTE: You have the option of not attempting to answer the 
questions if you desire not to participate in the gimmick portion. 
Just follow the route and enjoy the drive. If you decide to not an-
swer the questions, please write ‘N/A’ in the score blank at the top 
of the page. This will alert our team of scorers to not process your 
route book and thus saves us time.

The questions will be found between driving commands on the 
route instruction pages. The questions can take the form of puns, 
riddles, multiple choice, or trivia. The answers to most questions 
will be found on objects that exist along the route. The object that 
the question is based upon will be found at a physical location 
somewhere between one driving command and the next driving 
command. It can appear anywhere along that leg of the route, but 
it can be plainly seen looking ahead or to the side but never back 
across your shoulder behind you.

Some years we include rest stops along the way. At that location, 
you will have to park your car and walk around to find answers to 
the questions. This will be plainly indicated in the route book.

The answers to trivia questions will not be found along the 
route. Typically trivia questions are placed in the route instructions 
on route legs where physical objects were sparse along the road. 
We attempt to write trivia questions that cannot be answered by 
the use of smart phones…

As you return to the mall parking lot, follow the sawhorse 
signs and look for the checker flag which marks the finish line. You 
will be given a finish time to record on the route book coversheet 
and then you hand the route book to one of the event workers who 
will also direct you to a parking spot.

After the door prize drawing is finished and all of the route 
books are graded, the questions and answers will be read and the 
awards presented to the winners from each car club. You do not 
have to stay for the drawing and awards; however you must be 
present to win a door prize.

Commemorative T-shirts will be available to preorder. Please 
refer to the registration form for specifics.

Who Should Participate in the Tulip Rallye? 
Anyone who enjoys their cars (all makes and types are welcome), 
incredible scenery, and a day playing in the fresh air and frolicking 
with fellow enthusiasts.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://tuliprallye.org/exsheet.html
http://tuliprallye.org/exsheet.html


www.fiatnorthwest.org February 2017 The FIAT-isti   9 

Reminder about 
FEN Renewals
If you haven’t already 
renewed your membership, 
do it TODAY—don’t delay!
 
Beginning January 1st, 2017, all 
membership renewals will become 
due at the beginning of each year, 
instead of at the membership 
anniversary date. 

In the case of members who 
joined the club after June 1, if 
your membership is current for 
2016, you will not be required to 
renew until January 1, 2018, and 
each January 1 thereafter. Dues 
renewals (still only $25/year) may 
be paid as follows:
 
1. Checks (made out to FIAT 

Enthusiasts Northwest, or 
FEN) or cash may be hand 
delivered to the FEN Treasurer 
(LeRoy Mietzner) at any FEN 
event.

2. Checks may also be mailed to 
FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest, 
c/o LeRoy Mietzner, 4211 
210th Pl NE, Sammamish, WA 
98074.

3. Electronic transfer, via PayPal, 
may be made by sending 
money (to a friend) to 
treasurer@fiatnorthwest.org.

4. Credit/debit card payments 
can be made to the FEN 
Treasurer at any FEN event.

Thanks for your support of FIAT 
Enthusiasts Northwest!

Schedule
Saturday, April 22, 2017. Check-in and day-of-event registration 
opens at 8:30 am. Drivers’ meeting begins at 9:30 with first cars out 
at about 9:45 am.

Starting Point
This fun event begins and ends at the Cascade Mall in Burlington, 
WA, at I-5 and SR 20. Take exit 230 from Interstate 5 at SR 20. 
Proceed eastbound on SR 20, turn right onto S. Burlington Blvd at 
traffic light, turn right at another traffic light onto one of the three 
Cascade Mall Drives. Proceed to the parking area at the southwest 
corner of the mall parking lot next to Interstate 5.

Please note that our parking procedures have changed. More 
details can be found here: http://tuliprallye.org/2.html

Giving Back to the Community
The MGCCNWC believes in giving back to the community by 
collecting food and cash donations for local food banks, and our 
event brings business to local hotels, restaurants, and other retail 
businesses. Please remember to bring a donation for the food bank. 
They prefer cash since that allows them to purchase food in bulk. 
This makes their resources to go farther to feed more people than 
a donation of canned goods will do. If you do bring food, please 
bring only canned goods or dry food; no fresh, frozen, or refriger-
ated foods will be accepted at the event.

Registration
• Download the registration form here in PDF format:  

http://tuliprallye.org/register-tulip.pdf

• New for 2017: You will be able to register using PayPal and we 
have an improved route book coversheet. Check out an exam-
ple here: http://tuliprallye.org/excoversheet.html

• When using PayPal, we request that you download the registra-
tion form, fill it out, and email it to us at: register@tuliprallye.org

• If you register using PayPal and choose not to email a complet-
ed registration form, please include the info requested on the 
registration form in the message space provided by PayPal!

• Please note that while car numbers will be assigned, they are 
only used by the registrar for accounting and identification 
purposes.

Mail-in registrations should be postmarked by April 15th and 
PayPal registration closes April 20th, 2017.

Have a question? Send an email: register@tuliprallye.org

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://tuliprallye.org/2.html
http://tuliprallye.org/register-tulip.pdf
http://tuliprallye.org/excoversheet.html
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmasters
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
valmonj@hotmail.com
Joe Elliott; 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com

January 4, 2016
The North-End meeting at Spiro’s in Shoreline was called to order 
by President Rex Rice.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer LeRoy Meitzner reported the club has a year-end 
balance of $6,800. Currently there are 25 members.

Program

Presenter Al Young was introduced by David Moise. Al 
presented memories from his latest trip in Europe for Bardahl. This 
was Al and his wife’s third summer touring Europe. This last trip 
covered 8,500 miles and started in Greece.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.

— Submitted by Carrie Rice, South End Secretary

FEN January Meeting Notes

We really thank Al Young for his wonderfully entertaining presentation on his 
three remarkable European trips.  We loved hearing his adventures and stories 
of he and his wife traveling dozens of different countries in his 1973 Plymouth 
Roadrunner. It was great having him back as a presenter—his energy, enthusiasm, 
and sense of fun and humor knows no bounds!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
February 1  Regular club meeting 
(South) at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset 
Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu. 
Alex Sargeant will fill us in on what is coming 
down the road to us from FIAT. Also, prepare to 
share stories about your best (and worst) car.

February 4  Griot’s Garage Caffeine and 
Gasoline® Cruise-In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 
South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA, 8 am. Theme: 
Hot Rods. Where can you find exotic supercars, 
street rods, tuner cars, and race machines rubbing 
elbows in the same place? The first Saturday of 
every month, you’ll find that and more at Griot’s 
Garage Caffeine & Gasoline® cruise-in car shows. 
Each month has a different theme but all kinds 
of cars are welcome. We get up early and brew 
the coffee and set out donuts, you cruise in to our 
Tacoma Flagship Retail Store with your favorite 
ride and hang out. It doesn’t get much better than 
this. Caffeine & Gasoline events are a great chance 
to talk cars with fellow enthusiasts, get inspiration 
for you own projects, and tune in to the local car 
scene.

March 1  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

March 4  Griot’s Garage Caffeine and 
Gasoline® Cruise-In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 
South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA, 8 am. Theme: 
Ferrari. See February 4 listing for more info.

April 5  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

April 16  11th Annual All Italian Car 
Show. Location: XXX Root Beer Drive-In, 98 
NE Gilman Drive, Issaquah 98027. Conveniently 
located just off of I-90 at eastbound exit #17.  
Preregistration will open in February! Check-in 
and day-of-event registration begins at 8 am. The 
show will end at 3 pm or so.

April 22  Driving Event: MG Car Club’s 
36th Annual Tulip Rallye. Registration is NOW 
open! See pages 9–10 for more information, or 
the Tulip Rallye website: www.tuliprallye.org

May 3  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

June 7  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

July 1  No regular meeting in July, annual 
Picnic instead. Date for the picnic to be decided.

July 19–23  FIAT Freakout, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. More details here.

August 2  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

September 6  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT Chrysler’s CEO makes a pro-Trump case for a GM-FCA merger (Business Insider, January 26, 2017) 
http://www.businessinsider.com/fiat-chrysler-ceo-pro-trump-case-for-gm-fca-merger-2017-1

Pedigree vs. legend: How does the FIAT 124 Spider stack up against its Mazda MX-5 sibling? (Forbes, January 26, 2017) 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/peterlyon/2017/01/26/pedigree-vs-legend-how-does-the-fiat-124-spider-stack-
up-against-its-mazda-mx-5-sibling/#1a872d2d0368

FIAT to invest $1 billion in Michigan, Ohio plants, create 2,000 jobs (CNBC, January 8, 2017)
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/01/08/fiat-to-invest-1-billion-in-new-michigan-ohio-plants-create-2000-jobs.html

EPA accuses FIAT Chrysler of secretly violating emissions standards (New York Times, January 12, 2017)
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/12/business/epa-emissions-cheating-diesel-fiat-chrysler-jeep-dodge.html

Italy calls German FIAT recall push unacceptable as spat widens (Bloomberg, January 16, 2017) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-01-16/italy-calls-german-fiat-recall-push-unacceptable-as-spat-widens

Would FCA sell its iconic Alfa Romeo and Maserati brands? (Digital Trends, January 2, 2017) 
http://www.digitaltrends.com/cars/alfa-romeo-and-maserati-spinoff-possible-report-says/

2017 FIAT 500X: First AWD FIAT is pleasantly surprising (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, January 4, 2017) 
http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/autos/fiat-x-first-awd-fiat-is-pleasantly-
surprising/article_8710ab5f-53d8-5ca7-87ea-5ade95cda025.htm

Bask in the irresistible adorableness of the FIAT PanDAKAR (Jalopnik, December 31, 2016)
http://blackflag.jalopnik.com/bask-in-the-irresistable-adorableness-of-the-fiat-panda-1790633728

Over the edge: Count to 124—A collection of rare Italian classics (Motorweek via YouTube, September 27, 2016)

This great YouTube video features a friend of the West Coast FIAT/Lancia crowd who usually attends the Oregon FIAT 
gathering every July near Ashland and is active with the California-based Mirafiori. He usually shows up with a FIAT/
Lancia in tow on his trailer on his way from and to his home on the East Coast. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArKQ8MEQ9J8

This 1960 Maserati 3500 GT Spyder Vignale is a rolling work of art (Road & Track, January 24, 2017)
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/classic-cars/videos/a32391/this-1960-maserati-3500-gt-spyder-
vignale-is-a-rolling-work-of-art/
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