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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year.  In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place 
of regular meetings in those months. The 
regular meeting location alternates monthly 
between Shoreline and Renton. FEN also 
hosts rallies and other events throughout 
the year.

Wow, another fun, festive, FIAT-friendly year almost behind us 
with a few large and small bumps in the road, but we made it!

To celebrate the holiday season, many of us made our way to 
Tacoma for the annual FEN Holiday Party on December 11. It’s 
always had to schedule around other December weekend events, 
and although turnout was a bit smaller than last year, those who 
could make it enjoyed the always warm and gracious hospitality 
of Sue and Dan Carson in their amazingly restored (and decorat-
ed) Victorian house. The sun came out after the rain to make for 
an unusual scene for those driving down Proctor Street—three 
vintage FIAT Spiders and a Lancia Beta, all displayed on the lawn 
in front of the Carson house.

Along with the always delicious ham, appetizers, sides, and 
desserts, the usual white elephant gift exchange, good vibes, and 
conversation, Mi Ae added slides and a fun summary of her recent 
trip to the UK. She went as part of a group to explore that country’s 
stringent driver training and education system, learning how it has 
earned their trainers and drivers a stellar reputation. Many thanks 
to Sue and Dan for providing the venue and preparing for our 
annual party, and to Mi Ae for getting her photos sorted and her 
presentation ready so soon after her return home.

Kudos are also due to Greg Smith, stepping down after his 
third year and multiple times leading our group as the FEN 
President. Rex Rice has stepped up to be our new leader; yay Rex. 
We are also looking forward to having Pat Kvietkus transition to 
become the Newsletter Editor; Mi Ae and Pat will be collaborating 
for the next few months. 

After many years managing our website (along with his ev-
er-valuable Rallymaster contributions), Bert Cripe is preparing two 
other members to take over the FEN website duties: Jess Valmonte 
and Joe Elliott. We’re certainly not forgetting officers LeRoy, Sooz 
R, Carrie, and Alex, who continue their valuable leadership to our 
club. 

For now, I too will continue as VP, although I’m certainly ready 
to orient someone new to this job … and we’re also not forgetting 
to acknowledge all the many other member contributions which 
make all of our events and activities a reality. Thank you!

Please join us at Spiro’s in Shoreline on January 4 for our first 
meeting of 2017 and for a new presentation by Mopar (now FCA) 
drag racer Al Young, who will regale us with tales of his latest Eu-
ropean travels with his 1973 Plymouth Roadrunner. 

Happy New Year!        

— David Moise
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Barrett-Jackson,The World’s Greatest 
Collector Car Auctions®, will kick off 

2017 with a world-class gala and star-stud-
ded docket during its 46th Annual 
Scottsdale Auction, January 14–22, 2017, 
at WestWorld of Scottsdale. The Scottsdale 
Auction docket is taking shape with early 
highlights, such as Steven Tyler’s personal 
2012 Hennessey Venom GT Spyder selling 
for charity and the 1960 Chevrolet Engi-
neering Research Vehicle (CERV) 1 used 
by Zora Arkus-Duntov in his advance-
ments of the Corvette in the 1960s.

“We’re going to fuel the excitement 
we built up during our 45th anniversary 
year with our 2017 Scottsdale Auction,” 
said Craig Jackson, chairman and CEO of 
Barrett-Jackson. “Charity remains a pillar 
of our organization, and after our success 
in 2016 we surpassed $91 million raised 
for charity to date. We’re looking forward 
to another great contribution when Ste-
ven Tyler drives his personal Hennessey 
Venom GT Spyder across the block to 
benefit Janie’s Fund. I’m confident this, 
as well as the more than 1,500 collectible 
vehicles we’ll have in Scottsdale, will set 
the stage for another banner year at Bar-
rett-Jackson.”

Tyler’s rare supercar is the fifth of 
only 12 Hennessey Venom GTs ever cre-
ated and first of the Spyder convertibles. 
In March 2016, it recorded a top speed of 
265.6 mph, making it the world’s fastest 
convertible sports car. It will cross the 
auction block at No Reserve, with 100 

Barrett-Jackson to Start Off 2017  
with Star-Studded Docket for  
46th Annual Scottsdale Auction
 BusinessWire, November 17, 2016

percent of the hammer price benefiting Janie’s Fund, an initiative 
created in partnership with Tyler and Youth Villages to bring hope 
and healing for many of the country’s most vulnerable girls who 
have suffered the trauma of abuse and neglect.

Another Scottsdale highlight will be the auction of the his-
toric CERV 1 belonging to the “Father of the Corvette,” Zora 
Arkus-Duntov. This vehicle served as Arkus-Duntov’s personal 
testbed for what became the Chevrolet Corvette in the 1960s. 
Fitted with a 377ci aluminum small block, an advanced Roches-
ter fuel-injection system, and Indy-style tires and wheels, the car 
comes with considerable paperwork and history and stands as one 
of the experimental landmarks of GM history.

“Our Scottsdale Auction is the best event to get the full effect 
of what we call the ‘Barrett-Jackson Experience,’” said Steve Davis, 
president of Barrett-Jackson. “From the excitement of seeing 
first-time buyers bid on a vehicle, to the thunderous applause 
that comes from a million-dollar bid for charity, Scottsdale is the 
premier auction where you can truly indulge in the automotive 
lifestyle.”

This year’s Scottsdale Auction also will be home to the Charlie 
Thomas Collection. Made up of more than 140 vehicles that will 
cross the block at No Reserve, the collection is an eclectic mix of 
spectacular prewar classics, American muscle, European cars and 
high-performance vehicles.

Included in the Charlie Thomas Collection is a highly col-
lectible 1970 Plymouth Superbird featuring the original V-code 
440/390hp Six Pack V8, backed by a 4-speed transmission with a 
pistol-grip shifter. It’s ready for spirited driving, with the optional 
A33 Track Pack and Dana 60 rear, and features Mopar’s iconic 
Tic-Toc-Tach, radio, power steering, power front disc brakes, and 
tinted glass. Professionally restored to show-winning specifica-
tions, this beauty is a Mopar Gold National Show winner.

For a complete list of the cars and more info about the 
Scottsdale auction, visit www.barrett-jackson.com. For more 
information on becoming a bidder, follow the link to www.
Barrett-Jackson.com/Bidder/Home.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.barrett-jackson.com
http://www.Barrett-Jackson.com/Bidder/Home
http://www.Barrett-Jackson.com/Bidder/Home
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1986 Ferrari Testarossa — Lot #1426 
— Crockett and  Tubbs’s Iconic Ferrari 
Serial #63631, this 1986 Ferrari Testarossa 
is possibly the most famous Ferrari in 
popular culture as the “Miami  Vice” hero 
car. Originally finished in Metallic Black, this 
early “mono-specchio” or single-mirror-
model Testarossa was delivered new with the 
4.9-liter 390-hp Flat-12 engine with 5-speed 
manual gearbox, beige leather interior, power 
windows, locks and seats, cruise control 
and air conditioning.  After the Miami  Vice 
series ended in 1989, the car was retired 
and placed in storage from 1990 to 2015. It 
has 16,500 original miles.  Authenticated by 
Ferrari North America and Ferrari Classiche, 
it is also documented with service records 
from Shelton Ferrari in Fort Lauderdale, 
FL. Has received an engine-out service at 
a cost of $8,000. Copy of the original title 
from Universal Studios, letter from Ferrari 
North America, factory blueprints, Miami  Vice 
Universal Studios bumper plaque, and City of 
Miami  Windshield Permit.

Ready for some armchair fantasy shopping from Scottsdale? 
Here’s a look at a few of the Italian goodies (plus Steven Tyler’s Hennessey).

1986 Ferrari Testarossa “Miami Vice Car”

1991 Lancia Thema

1991 Lancia Thema — Lot #141 —  
This is a premium mid-sized sedan from 
the collaboration between Lancia and FIAT. 
It has been recently serviced by a Ferrari 
expert and is a very nice driver.  It has been 
in dry storage for a decade. Never sold in 
the U.S., it still has Euro papers. It runs well. 
Very hard to find. It is the first production 
car to feature a retractable spoiler.  Powered 
by a Ferrari 3.0-liter V8 engine with 5-speed 
manual transmission.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2012 Hennessey Venom GT Spyder 
“Steven Tyler’s” — Lot #3003 —  
This extremely rare Hennessey  Venom GT 
Spyder comes from the personal collection 
of Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee and 
four-time Grammy winner Steven Tyler.  This 
supercar is the fifth of only 12 Hennessey 
Venom GTs ever created and the first of 
the Spyder convertibles. It is the convertible 
version of the record-setting Venom GT 
that recorded a top speed of 270.49 mph at 
Kennedy Space Center in 2014.  The 7.0-liter 
V8 engine produces 1,244 hp that muscles 
the 2,743-pound convertible from 0–60 
mph in 2.7 seconds and 0–200 mph in 14.5 
seconds. The mid-engine car with rear-wheel 
drive has a body made of carbon-fiber and 
a composite/aluminum hybrid monocoque-
space frame.  The vehicle’s features include 
6-piston Brembo fixed-caliper brakes with 
carbon-ceramic rotors, rack and pinion 
steering with 6-position variable electric 
assist, Ricardo 6-speed manual transmission, 
unequal-length A-arms and anti-roll bars, 
Penske 2-way-adjustable coilovers, and 
adjustable ride height.

2012 Hennessey Venom GT Spyder

1958 Autobianchi Transformable — 
Lot #658 — Based off the FIAT 500 platform, 
this unique Autobianchi Transformable is a 
rare coach-built Italian micro car produced 
from 1957 to 1962. It is powered by an 
original rear-mounted 479-cc, air-cooled 
2-cylinder engine with 21 hp. Backed by a 
4-speed manual gear box, it also features a 
4-wheel independent system and 4-wheel 
hydraulic drum brakes.  This excellent 
example of an attractive micro car has just 
received a detailed restoration. Done to 
show quality, it’s finished in two-tone Brilliant 
Red and Cream and black Haartz cloth top 
with red stitching. It also features a saddle tan 
interior, suicide doors, and roll-up windows. 
It rides on two-tone red and cream wheels 
with correct bias-ply whitewall tires.  A great 
example. Extremely hard-to-find rare model. 
Titled as a 1958 FIAT.

1958 Autobianchi Transformable

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Saturday 29th October recorded a very 
successful Abarth Day 2016, an out-

standing event that involved thousands of 
Scorpion fans in four European circuits: 
Silverstone in Great Britain, Nürburgring 
in Germany, Navarra in Spain, and Tazio 
Nuvolari in Italy. A total of 1,100 Abarth 
cars converged to the four circuits.

Italy put together a packed day and an 
unforgettable event for fans, with many 
initiatives showcasing the world of Abarth. 
Many were able to test drive the new 
range, featuring Abarth 595, 595 Turismo, 
595 Competizione, 695 biposto, and the 
new 124 spider, on the tracks. Participants 
were also able to let their passion loose, 
driving their new and old Abarth vehicles 

Abarth Day 2016:
A Great Success with 3,500 Participants and 
1,100 Abarth Cars in 4 European Circuits
Official Press Release,  Turin, November 3, 2016

safely on the tracks, 
following the best phi-
losophy of “The Scorpi-
onship,” the first official 
Abarth community, 
now exceeding 52,000 
members.

The event brought 
together over 500 cars 
and many foreign visi-
tors, particularly from 
Switzerland and France.

Many Abarth Clas-
sic Cars also took part 
in Abarth Day 2016, 
showing the brand’s 
long history. FIAT 
Abarth 124 Rally, FIAT 

131 Abarth Rally, and Lancia Rally 037 from the FCA Heritage 
collection were among the vehicles on show. The 1st Abarth Classic 
Selenia Cup took place at the event, with Sergio Tacchini from Ber-
gamo and Gina Colotto from Liguria taking the top spots. The two 
pilots were presented their award by Anneliese Abarth and Arturo 
Merzario, together with other past champions like Maurizio Verini, 
Luciano Trombotto, Fulvio Bacchelli, and Francesco Rossetti, who 
animated a vivacious talk-show.

The Abarth Day was also the backdrop for a preview of the new 
Abarth 124 Rally, soon-to-be star of a single brand trophy, at next 
year’s Italian Rally Championship. Fitted under the FIA R-GT rules, 
the car took a long test-drive session over a purpose-built track, 
with test driver Alex Fiorio behind the wheel. Gianandrea Pisani—
the young leader of the Italian Championship with his Abarth 500 
R3T—gave a real show on the same special track, behind the wheel 
of the 695 two-seater Rally.

Cars from the Abarth Selenia Trophy were on the regular track 

www.fiatnorthwest.org


6   The FIAT-isti January 2016 www.fiatnorthwest.org

• Over 500 cars were on the  
Tazio Nuvolari track in Italy.

• Great reception for the Abarth 
124 rally taking a long test.

• Awards and unforgettable  
events under the sign of   
“The Scorpionship.”

• Anneliese Abarth and many  
other champions joined the day.

instead, and against that backdrop the winners of the 2016 Champi-
onship, Cosimo Barberini from Italy, followed by Joackim Darbom 
from Sweden, and Alex Campani, were presented their awards. 
Manuel Fernandes from Portugal, winner of the Abarth 595 OT cat-
egory, was presented with an Abarth 595 Competizione as prize.

Fringe events included the two-seater range exhibition, the 
Yamaha Factory show exhibiting the Yamaha Factory Racing show-
bikes, simulators, slot car racing tracks, and a Gymkhana Race, as 
well as the Abarth 124 spider Virtual reality configurator.

The event’s success also relied on Abarth’s supporters and spon-
sors: Mopar was on hand with Mopar Express Care (MEC). Mopar 
is the reference brand for services, Customer Care, genuine spare 
parts, and accessories for the FCA brands. MEC is an innovative 
service that offers you support and service wherever you are. The 
cargo compartment of the new FIAT Ducato has been fitted with 
functional solutions that provide the necessary equipment, tools, 
and spare parts required to perform all the main maintenance and 
repair work on the vehicles anywhere, in total mobility. During the 
event, visitors were also able to take advantage of a few operations 
on their cars with the MEC. 

Fans were able to admire the new FIAT Professional Ducato 
and Talento models, provided to the Abarth Racing team by Official 
Partner FIAT Professional.   

The Editor wishes to thank Fred Russell for alerting us to this story.

Previous page:  Abarth 124 Rally.

Above, this page:  The Abarth Racing Team with 
Paolo Gagliardo, Head of Operations Abarth, at 
the presentation of the 2017 season. 

Both photos courtesy of FCA.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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My Car Radio   By Rex Rice

Remember when a car radio had a few controls? On. Off. 
Volume. Bass.  Treble. Station select. Not now.  The radio 
in my FIAT has SO many options that trying to listen 
to A station becomes frustrating.  For starters, the dial 
changes colors constantly.  Red, fade to orange, fade to 
yellow, fade to blue, etc.  The manual tells me how to fix 
this and I do, but it goes back after a while since it has 
a mind of its own.  Now it is stuck on “function” where I 
have every option except “radio.”   Trying to deal with this 
radio while piloting a 1980 FIAT with 350,000+ miles 
that won’t stay in fourth gear is NO fun. One plus:   With 
the top up, the car is so noisy I can’t hear the radio.

Reminder about  
FEN Renewals

Don’t forget to renew your 
FEN membership!
 
Beginning January 1st, 2017, all 
membership renewals will become 
due at the beginning of each year, 
instead of at the membership 
anniversary date. 

In the case of members who 
joined the club after June 1, if 
your membership is current for 
2016, you will not be required to 
renew until January 1, 2018, and 
each January 1 thereafter. Dues 
renewals (still only $25/year) may 
be paid as follows:
 
1. Checks (made out to FIAT 

Enthusiasts Northwest, or 
FEN) or cash may be hand 
delivered to the FEN Treasurer 
(LeRoy Mietzner) at any FEN 
event.

2. Checks may also be mailed to 
FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest, 
c/o LeRoy Mietzner, 4211 
210th Pl NE, Sammamish, WA 
98074.

3. Electronic transfer, via PayPal, 
may be made by sending 
money (to a friend) to 
treasurer@fiatnorthwest.org.

4. Credit/debit card payments 
can be made to the FEN 
Treasurer at any FEN event.

Thanks for your support of FIAT 
Enthusiasts Northwest!

Sign of the times at the Tuskegee Airmen Museum in remote Alabama. —David Moise

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FCA Changes the Way It Sells 
FIATs in North America
Article by Alex Sargeant

Did you notice that Washington State has three new FIAT 
dealers? Located in Burlington, Yakima, and Chehalis, these 

new locations increase the number of dealers in the state to seven. 
Why is FCA expanding the number of FIAT locations now, even 
though FIAT’s total unit sales are down from last year? What does 
this mean for the existing FIAT dealers?

The expansion of FIAT retail locations is the result of FCA’s deci-
sion to discontinue the Dodge Dart and Chrysler 200 sedans. Overall 
sales numbers for those products have been disappointing and the 
return per unit is not nearly as profitable as SUVs, trucks, and larger 
sedans for FCA. 

While these compact and mid-sized cars have not been as suc-
cessful as FCA needed, they were still an important part of the retail 
mix for each individual Dodge Chrysler Jeep RAM dealer. These 
dealers were left with only larger, more expensive sedans, SUVs, and 
trucks to sell and suddenly were priced out of the first-time buyer, 
low-income, and subprime markets. 

Many of those dealers complained loudly and threatened law-
suits, alleging that FCA was violating the dealer license agreement. 
FCA has chosen to defuse this problem by allowing existing DCJR 
dealers to sell FIATs. In the short term, this solves two problems for 
FCA: It provides DCJR dealers with less expensive product to sell, 
and it instantly boosts factory orders to make up for flagging demand 
from the established FIAT studios.

Of course, existing FIAT dealers are not happy with this choice. 
At a time when overall sales are down at all of the studios, this 
creates increased competition for us. These new dealers benefit from 

This page:

Inner column: FCA sign:  
www.industryweek.com.

Outer column:  
FIAT sign: www.domusdev.com. 
Alfa Romeo sign: https://farm4.staticflickr.
com/3442/3709431901_c27ed97905_z.jpg.  
CDJR sign: https://tse2.mm.bing.net/th?id=OIP.

Opposite page:

Inner column:   
Alfa Romeo Giulia: http://s3.caradvice.com.au. 
Alfa Romeo Stelvio:  YouTube via Auto Style.

Outer column:   
Alfa Romeo Stelvio: www.carmagazine.co.uk. 
Dodge Dart: http://static.cargurus.com. 
Chrysler 200: http://st.motortrend.com.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org January 2016 The FIAT-isti   9 

the four years of work we have all put in to build a brand identity 
for FIAT in North America. These new dealers are not required to 
maintain separate FIAT studios, not required to maintain the same 
level of parts inventory we are, and are only required to have a single 
technician “working on” becoming FIAT-certified. Among the three 
new Washington dealers, none of them currently have a FIAT-certi-
fied technician.

The level of customer service at DCJR dealers is also not held 
to the same higher standard that FIAT studios have been trained to 
maintain, and these new dealers are not required to provide loaner 
cars for service customers. Existing FIAT dealers are concerned that 
some of the fun character and “magic” that is part of our FIAT brand 
identity will be lost when FIATs become just another product at a 
DCJR store.

FCA is hoping that the impending arrival of Alfa Romeo will 
make the existing FIAT studios happy and provide new opportuni-
ties for success. FCA is not offering Alfa Romeo to DCJR dealers. 
The upcoming Giulia sedan and Stelvio SUV look like they will be 
exciting products that will draw new customers not previously 
attracted to FIAT. The immediate concern of all the existing FIAT 
studios is that a reasonable volume of Alfa Romeo units are still 
months away from being available for us to sell. The next few 
months will be a tense time at all the FIAT studios.   

These new dealers of FIATs are not 
required to maintain separate FIAT 

studios, not required to maintain 
the same level of parts inventory, 
and are only required to have a 

single technician “working on” 
becoming FIAT-certified.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmasters
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
valmonj@hotmail.com
Joe Elliott; 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com

Well, it happened last night.  A huge snowstorm roared through our area, closing 
roads, schools, and stores.  Wreaking havoc everywhere, I spent the night throwing 
wood into the stove so we could live to see daylight.  We awoke to this scene 
above,  the temp having dropped to a bone-chilling 32 while Mother Nature buried 
us under almost three-quarters of an inch of the white stuff.  I hope we can make to 
town for needed supplies. It is now 34 and it looks like we will be OK!  —Rex Rice

We have a saying here at  The Drive:  Why simply drive something when you can rally 
it? After watching a video of the new race-spec FIAT 124 Abarth rally car doing its 
thing on some backroad asphalt, we now declare wholehearted approval of the FIATa.

We first saw the 124 Spider Rally at the Geneva Motor Show in March, but this 
is first time we’ve gotten to see the little Italian coupe do its thing.  The rally car is 
spec’d with a 300-horsepower, 1.8-liter, turbocharged four-cylinder motor and a 
sequential six-speed transmission. It has a hard top, a roll cage, and a full asphalt-
tuned rally suspension.  There’s also a rally scoop. Because it’s a rally car.  And rally 
cars are damn awesome.

In the video, we see the 124 Rally being finessed around corners in massive power 
slides.  Though it looks at home on asphalt, we would imagine the rear-wheel-drive 
coupe might be something more of a handful on a rally stage with looser terrain. But 
that’s the fun of it.  The 124 Rally was primarily designed for use in the FIA’s tarmac-
based R-GT Cup series.

If watching the 124 Rally absolutely own these tarmac stages doesn’t put a smile 
on your face, you’re either blind or stupid. If you’re blind, sit back and listen to the 
menacing yet happiness-inducing sounds generated by the rally car’s turbo-four. 

—Aaron Brown,  The Drive (contributed by David Moise)

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQ2csVvmwuY
http://www.thedrive.com/new-cars/2401/fiat-drops-abarth-124-spider-and-rally-car
https://youtu.be/hQ2csVvmwuY
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FEN Calendar

January 4  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner. Presentation by Mopar 
(now FCA) drag racer Al Young, who will regale 
us with tales of his latest European travels with his 
1973 Plymouth Roadrunner.

January 7  Griot’s Garage Caffeine and 
Gasoline® Cruise-In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 
South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA, 8 am. Theme: 
Seahawks. Where can you find exotic supercars, 
street rods, tuner cars, and race machines rubbing 
elbows in the same place? The first Saturday of 
every month, you’ll find that and more at Griot’s 
Garage Caffeine & Gasoline® cruise-in car shows. 
Each month has a different theme but all kinds 
of cars are welcome. We get up early and brew 
the coffee and set out donuts, you cruise in to our 
Tacoma Flagship Retail Store with your favorite 
ride and hang out. It doesn’t get much better than 
this. Caffeine & Gasoline events are a great chance 
to talk cars with fellow enthusiasts, get inspiration 
for you own projects, and tune in to the local car 
scene.

January 14–22  Barrett-Jackson 46th 
Annual Scottsdale Auction, Scottsdale, Arizona. 
One of the world’s premiere historic and collector-
car auctions. More details on page 2.

January 18  Arizona Jet Center Event, 
a silent benefit auction, 4 to 7 pm, Scottsdale, 
Arizona. Admission includes live music, fine 
wine, premium spirits, and butler-served gourmet 
appetizers. Sit inside private jets, rarely-seen 
exotic and historic collector cars, and race cars. 
Enjoy the fine art exhibit and artists and a silent 
auction to benefit the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation. Download the auction flyer here.

February 1  Regular club meeting 
(South) at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset 
Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

March 1  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

April 5  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

April 22  Driving Event: MG Car Club’s 
36th Annual Tulip Rallye. Details to come.

May 3  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

June  7  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

July 19–23  FIAT Freakout, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. From all over North America… 
and often from overseas … hundreds of Italian 
car lovers drive, trailer, and fly to converge at 
a chosen destination, usually rich in history 
and culture, to play! We unite in the spirit of 
friendship to celebrate the unique automobiles 
that reside under the umbrella of the FIAT 
marque including Abarth, Alfa Romeo, FIAT, 
Lancia and more! This year we are dividing 
planned activities into Sportivo (high energy) 
and Normale (laid back). We want to offer 
varied options while mining the long-held FIAT 
tradition of introducing both the Sporty and 
Economic range of vehicles. More details here.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/pages/auction.pdf
https://www.fiatclubamerica.com/FFO2017/
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

In the FIAT 500X, the little things leave big impressions (Autoblog, December 28, 2016) 
http://www.autoblog.com/2016/12/28/long-term-fiat-500x-interior-details/

FIAT: America’s worst car company of 2016 (Wall Street Journal, December 21, 2016)   
http://247wallst.com/autos/2016/12/21/fiat-americas-worst-car-company-of-2016/

FIAT Chrysler shrugs off negatives, helped by Maserati, Alfa Romeo spin-off theories (Forbes, December 27, 2016)  
http://www.forbes.com/sites/neilwinton/2016/12/27/fiat-chrysler-shrugs-off-
negatives-helped-by-maserati-alfa-romeo-spin-off-theories/#53d782dd563b

2018 FIAT 500L (Top Speed, December 16, 2016)
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/fiat/2018-fiat-500l-ar175431.html

The FIAT 124 Spider is actually the perfect city car (Jalopnik, December 18, 2016)  
http://jalopnik.com/the-fiat-124-spider-is-actually-the-perfect-city-car-1789702628

Italian police break up FIAT 500 car-share theft gang (BBC News, December 14, 2016)

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-38314493

Maserati’s new Levante luxury SUV combines beauty and performance (Business Insider, December 5, 2016)
http://www.businessinsider.com/maserati-levante-suv-again-first-drive-2016-12

This one-off Maserati is the perfect holiday gift for the car collector in your family (Road & Track, December 21, 2016) 
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/buying-maintenance/a32006/this-one-off-maserati-is-the-perfect-holiday-
gift-for-the-car-collector-in-your-family/

Alfa Romeo: What’s new for 2017 (Road & Track, December 28, 2016)
http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1108035_alfa-romeo-whats-new-for-2017

Ferrari boss Sergio Marchionne wants Alfa Romeo back in F1 (Motor Trend, December 21, 2016)
http://www.motortrend.com/news/ferrari-boss-sergio-marchionne-wants-alfa-romeo-back-f1/

Lamborghini celebrates 50 years of the Miura by taking it back to its roots (Carscoops, December 23, 2016) 
http://www.carscoops.com/2016/12/lamborghini-celebrates-50-years-of.html 
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/neilwinton/2016/12/27/fiat-chrysler-shrugs-off-negatives-helped-by-maserati-alfa-romeo-spin-off-theories/#53d782dd563b
http://www.forbes.com/sites/neilwinton/2016/12/27/fiat-chrysler-shrugs-off-negatives-helped-by-maserati-alfa-romeo-spin-off-theories/#53d782dd563b
http://www.topspeed.com/cars/fiat/2018-fiat-500l-ar175431.html
http://jalopnik.com/the-fiat-124-spider-is-actually-the-perfect-city-car-1789702628
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