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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian 
car (FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) 
enthusiasts who meet regularly 
throughout the year.  In general, our club 
is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and 
is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those 
months. The regular meeting location 
alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and 
other events throughout the year.

As our amazing summer and top-down weather winds to a 
slow close, don’t give up on getting out to enjoy our late sum-

mer-early fall activities. You may not have to worry about the sun-
screen, and who knows, you may even want to bring along a rain-
coat or umbrella, but either way this season is one of the best reasons 
to live in the Pacific NW. I leave the top down on the spider just to 
encourage the sun and to get us out to enjoy it whenever we can!

Our upcoming September North-End meeting (Wednesday, 
September 7 at 7 pm, but come early to visit and enjoy dinner at 
Spiro’s in Shoreline) should include an opportunity to take a close 
look at the newest addition to the modern FIAT stable, the new 
124 Spider. Alex promises to drive one to the meeting. Also, Jim 
Pottebaum of JR Electronics will bring samples of his recently up-
dated early- and late-model FIAT Spider LED taillight assemblies 
to show us, both before the meeting and as a short program.

September also brings us the South End Tour at 9:30 am on 
Saturday, September 10, starting at Sheri’s in Kent and ending with 
lunch at the sensational Black Diamond Bakery. Bert always does 
an excellent job finding fun back roads and creating easy-to-follow 
instructions, so don’t miss out. And as always, please RSVP right 
away to Bert, our Rallye Master (spiders@wavecable.com or  
360-731-8758) to let him know how many route instructions to 
print and to help establish a head count for the lunch.

The last weekend in September always includes Festa Italiana at 
Seattle Center. For many years FEN, Alfa, and Ferrari club members 
have been invited; as we often say, your only chance to park for 
free in the middle of Seattle Center! Why not give it a try this 
year; you can hang out with your car and fellow enthusiasts. Better 
yet, wander through the Festa enjoying the food, cooking demos, 
booths, music, and warm Italian ambiance. Check it out: www.
festaseattle.com. We usually try to meet there on Saturday (Sept. 
24); again watch for messages with more info nearer the event date.

 Watch out for those kids as they return to school, drive safely 
and I look forward to seeing you at Spiro’s on Wednesday!   

— David Moise, Vice President
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I had the pleasure of going to the Viva 
Italia car event at Saint Edwards Park 

this past Saturday, sponsored by the Alfa 
Club and organized by Fred Russell.

Many of these photos are from Alex 
Kwanten, who did a great job of capturing 
some of the cars on display and as they 
entered the park. Included are my red ‘81 
Spider, along with plenty of beautiful Al-
fas, Jon Shirley’s yellow Ferrari, and some 
great Lancias.

The event was well attended, despite 
some cool weather, in a very nice setting. 
Cars were organized by marque, and 

Viva Italia Car Show
Article by David Moise;  photos by Alex Kwanten and Karen Ansdell
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Opposite page, top: 1983 Ferrari 512 BBi; bottom, a FIAT 124 Spider.  This page, top: Modern FIAT 500s. Remaining three pictures: Jon Shirley’s 
yellow Ferrari, an extremely rare 1967 275 GTS/4 NART Alloy.  This was the lightest, fastest Ferrari made in 1967 and only two were made.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Above, top:  Quite the lineup between the old and new Alfas.  Bottom:  More handsome Italian beauties. Opposite page: top left,  
A white Fulvia 13 Rally; top right:  A red Alfa Giulietta. Bottom left,  A red Alfa GTV 683; bottom right:  A green1979 Alfa Spider.

A special thank you to Alex Kwanten and Karen Ansdell for these beautiful photographs!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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there was a very nice selection of each on 
display. Fred did a great job of welcoming 
everyone and responses were universally 
happy with the entire event and especially 
the venue. Bravo to Fred!

Members I saw there were Rick and 
Karen Huber (in both their 500s), Alex in 
a beautiful new silver 124 Spider, Gordy 
Hyde in his Alfa Junior Zagato, Fred in 
the Ferrari, and a new potential member 
who just bought his ivory ‘81 Spider this 
year (from our cofounder, Robin Bee) and 
is in the process of improving it. 

There was another member there 
with his Spider and two kids (sorry, don’t 
know him and can’t remember his name) 
and Dan and Terry with a nicely restored 
silver ‘80 Spider (for sale). Shannon 
Low brought his Lancia Scorpion and 
his friend Steve drove the Lancia Fulvia.  

Direct right:  A blue Alfa GTV 1750;  
directly below:  A silver Ferrari 330 GT.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org September 2016 The FIAT-isti   7 

Dan and I attended the annual Life Care Center of Kirkland 
Car Show. Many different makes and years were represented. 

An old black-and-white police car from the 1940s was there to 
advertise the Kirkland PD Explorer Scouts Car Show on September 
10th. (More details at the meeting.) The weather was very hot (95 
degrees), but we were able to sit in the shade during the show. 

This car show is the most participant-friendly show we’ve ever 
attended, with the exception of the church in Renton. They provided 
unlimited supplies of cold bottled water as well as ice, if you wanted. 
Coffee and muffins were being served to participants when we arrived. 
There was popcorn to snack on and hot dogs and chips for lunch. In 
addition to giving each presenter a case of Coke or similar pop (soda) 
to take home, they also provided cold sodas for us to drink.

They amass approximately $9,000 worth of prizes from local busi-
nesses, which are given out to car owners. We received a $50 certifi-
cate to Burgermaster. All of the volunteers at the show hustled their 
shoes off, making sure guests were taken care of. Activities director 
Linda Svonavec effortlessly put out fires and made certain things ran 
smoothly. Caricaturist Steve Hartley was there again providing excel-
lent, free caricatures of participants. It was great to see people we have 
talked to at previous shows—and a fun day all around. 

The highlight of my day was watching the swing dancers from 
the U of W who danced to the music of The Hit Men, a local band. 
I made it my mission to make sure the dancers were well-hydrated 
because all six of them were sweating heavily. You should turn out 
for this car show next year—you won’t be disappointed.  

 Annual Life Care Center of Kirkland Car Show
 August 20, 2016  Article and photos by Suzanne Rian

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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We had 9:30 am ferry reservations on 
the Port Townsend-Whidbey Is-

land Ferry. With the FIAT packed tightly 
with a tent, sleeping bags, pads, food, and 
chairs, we started out under cloudy skies 
and a 57-degree temp, looking forward 
to a wonderful drive and possible heat-
stroke in eastern Washington. The ferry 
ride to Whidbey is always delightful, and 
even though we live in this area, we still 
gawk like tourists. Once on the island, the 
drive north is always lovely, with farms 
and sights like the Deception Pass Bridge, 
always packed with visitors. 

When we left home, I knew that the 
right rear wheel bearing was a bit noisy, 
but since we once drove our Honda Civic 
to Coos Bay, Oregon, and back with a 
similar problem, I wasn’t too concerned. 
By Oak Harbor, though, the bearing was 
beginning to scream, so we made the 
decision to return home. We had a ferry 
wait but once home, we transferred our 
stuff to the van and returned to the ferry 
once again with no reservations, causing a 
two-hour wait. But we had books and The 
New York Times, so we didn’t mind. Soon 
we were back in Oak Harbor, ready for a 
blended mocha.

With perfect weather and little traf-
fic, we drove north, then east until we 
found the North Cascades Highway 20. 
A few miles past Concrete, we camped in 
a private campground that we had been 
to years ago. Back then, the fee was $6.33 
and since I had only $6.32 in change, I had 
asked the old man if that was close enough, 
otherwise I would have to break a twen-

ty. Looking me in the eye, he replied: “That will be six dollars and 
thirty-three cents.” This day, with the old man long gone, the fee was 
$63; a serious jump for a patch of grass, a picnic table, and a faucet.

In the morning, we continued up the pass into spectacular 
scenery. We hadn’t been this way for years and had forgotten how 
impressive it is. We had to stop and snap pictures here and there. 
In Winthrop, we found the perfect parking place among the flock 
of tourists, right in front of the ice cream stand. We sat and peo-
ple-watched while we ate our cones in perfect weather.

The beautiful Methow Valley is seeing an increase in home 
building as people discover this place. The drive to Tonasket is not 
to be missed; we only wish it had been in the FIAT. Here, we found 
the funky Red Apple Motel, owned by a man with a New York 
accent, claiming to be the resident Democrat. He put us in room 
#4, the only one with an outside picnic table, where Carrie set up 
the stove and cooked dinner. A real shower, a real bed, and a flat-
screen TV to watch the political circus, and we were in heaven. 

Tonasket is where Highway 20 heads east over the pass to 
Republic. This was an active gold mining town until recently. A 
walk up and down the main street is a must. After relaxing with 

Our FIAT 124 Spider Drive  
to Eastern  Washington (Not)
August 21, 2016   Article and photos by Rex Rice

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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a latte, we turned south on Highway 21, the most scenic road yet. 
High cliffs, a swift stream, lots of forest, and sharp turns brought us 
to the Keller Ferry, a free crossing of the Columbia River. This little 
boat runs back and forth as part of the state highway system. 

On the other side, the road climbs steeply through even sharp-
er curves; once again we dearly missed the FIAT. At the top, the 
world suddenly turns to flat, high-plateau wheatland, stretching to 
the ends of the world. At the little town of Wilbur, we met Highway 
2, where we turned and headed west.

After buying a large flat of fresh fruit in Orondo for $5, we 

pulled into Lincoln Rock State Park to 
camp. We found this to be the best state 
park we’ve found anywhere. Other than 
too many kids and dogs, it was delightful. 
That evening, two men in large rubber T. 
Rex outfits ran around the park trying to 
scare the kids, who only laughed at them. 
We had a large grassy area for our tent 
with plenty of privacy.

In the morning, we continued on 2 
through Wenatchee, stopping for lunch 
on the west side of Stevens Pass at histor-
ic Skykomish. We finally started to see 
highway traffic as we approached Monroe 
and noticed that it was hotter here than 
eastern Washington. We decided to take 
the Mukilteo ferry, drive up Whidbey Is-
land, and take the Coupeville ferry home 
to Port Townsend.

For some strange reason, we arrived 
home a day earlier, thinking it was Friday. 
It wasn’t, so we gained a day, a real plus at 
our age. We’ll try again in mid-September 
when the FIAT is fixed.  

From Alex Sargeant:  My brother Todd made this for me for my birthday—it’s a 
paper model of the 1957 FIAT Ferrari Team Transporter and three 1961 Ferrari 
Shark Nose Formula 1 cars. The actual FIAT Transporter is in Jon Shirley’s 
collection in Bellevue (see photos at right).

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Above, inner column:  2017 FIAT 124 Spider,  
www.fiatusa.com.  Above, outer column:   
 The trunk compartment of the new 124 Spider; 
www.mantripping.com.

Opposite page, inner column:  
The original 124 Spider, www.steeringnews.com.  
In column: 2017 124 Spider engine;  
www.motortrend.com.

Opposite page, outer column:   
2017 Mazda Miata; www.2017autoreleasedate.info.
Fix It Again Tony; http://infosobreruedas.bligoo.com.

Early Impressions of the  
2017 FIAT 124 Spider
Article by Alex Sargeant

The 2017 FIAT 124 Spider is now available in local dealerships. 
The original 124 Spider was FIAT’s all-time best-selling car in 

America, totaling over 189,000 units from 1968 to 1985. Thirty-
one years later, the model name has returned on an all-new car 
jointly produced by Mazda and FCA and built in Hiroshima, 
Japan, with parts from around the world. It’s been available in 
local dealerships for about a month now, and customers have been 
purchasing the car at a rate dealers haven’t seen since the initial 
introduction of the 500 series back in 2012.

Currently only two trim levels are available—Classica and 
Lusso. Classica trim has been made available with both manual 
and automatic transmission. So far, the Lusso is only available with 
the automatic. The Abarth trim has not been released and is now 
expected to arrive in late fall. No word at all yet on the recently 
rumored Coupe variant.

I’ve had the chance to put about 450 miles on the car in both 
trim levels. It is a fun and comfortable performer with many 
well-designed features you might not expect to find in an en-
try-level sports car. The 124 Spider was originally engineered to 
be offered as the Alfa Romeo Duetto Spider, and many luxury 
elements were engineered into the car not normally found at this 
price point. The change from Alfa Romeo to FIAT happened so 
late in the development that it was too late to remove the luxury 
touches, and the car benefits greatly from them compared to the 
competing vehicles my customers say they are considering.

Key differences are higher-quality shock absorbers and more 
finely tuned suspension; an insulated top that greatly reduces noise 
and improves climate control functions; upgraded seat construc-
tion at all trim levels for comfort; noise-reducing glass for all four 

The new 2017 FIAT 124 Spider 
has been available in local 
dealerships for about a month now, 
and customers have been 
purchasing the car at a rate 
dealers haven’t seen since the 
initial introduction of the 500 
series back in 2012.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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windows; additional sound control material under the carpeting; 
a special noise-reducing trunk liner; and, an engine with more 
torque than all of the competitors.

Everyone seems to be initially drawn to the styling of the 124 
Spider. Visually, it’s a wonderful homage to the look of the Pininfari-
na-designed original. The modern bi-halogen headlamps recall the 
inset feel of the classic car, and the muscular bumps give visual inter-
est to the long slope of the hood. The key styling feature that evokes 
the original the most is the character line that runs along the top of 
the door and sweeps upward at the hips into the flared fenders.

Demographically the customers that ultimately buy are gener-
ally older and college-educated. It’s very common for a prospective 
buyer to begin their visit by telling a story about the original 124 
they had back in college. The conversation usually touches on how 
much fun it was in between visits to the repair shop. Customers 
coming in tell me that they are most often comparing the car to the 
Mazda Miata and the Scion FRS/Subaru BRZ twins.

The change from Alfa Romeo 
to FIAT happened so late in the 

development that it was too late 
to remove the luxury touches, 

and the 124 benefits greatly from 
them, compared to the competing 

vehicles my customers say  
they are considering.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The FRS/BRZ is marginally less ex-
pensive, but it doesn’t offer a convertible 
top. Customers have told me that they find 
the FRS/BRZ to be noisy and that it has 
uncomfortable seats that are a little diffi-
cult to get in and out of. They report the 
car is fun to drive with more horsepow-
er than the 124 Spider but not as much 
torque. The also say it becomes less fun 
the longer they are in it, due to the noise, 
stiff suspension, awkward seats, and lack 
of side and rear visibility. On the plus side, 
it does offer a trunk with a fold-down rear 
seat and pretty good luggage capacity. The 
rear seat is inadequate for most adults.

The most common car being cross-
shopped with the 124 Spider is the Mazda 
Miata. Most customers come in assuming 
the cars will be very similar and usually 
express surprise at the refinement of the 
124 Spider if they are already familiar with 
the Miata. You would not expect two cars 
from the same assembly line to be so dif-
ferent. The 124 Spider is a full five inches 
longer than the Miata and two inches 

wider. The result is a noticeably larger trunk, more shoulder room 
in the cabin, and easier entry and exit. The windshield is taller and 
greatly reduces the amount of turbulence in the cockpit with the top 
down compared to the Miata. The taller windshield also allows the 
124 Spider to accommodate taller drivers better. With the top up, 
there is more headroom as well because the semi-rigid insulation 
panels curve up and away from the driver’s head. The seats are built 
with a higher grade of foam, providing more support and comfort.

The driving experience is surprisingly different between the 
two cars. The Miata’s suspension is tuned for the traditional—very 
firm—Japanese sporty ride while the 124 Spider’s ride is much 
more supple and European. Under acceleration, the Miata’s non-
turbocharged engine is louder, but the extra torque of the 1.4L 
turbo in the 124 Spider makes it clearly feel stronger and smoother. 
The smaller physical size and lighter weight of the FIAT engine 
allows it to be placed behind the front axle line for better weight 
distribution and permits the more supple springs that improve the 
ride without compromising handling precision.

With the top down, the Miata has noticeably more wind noise 
and buffeting in the cabin at all speeds. With the top up, there is a 
very stark contrast between the cars because of the insulated top 
on the 124 Spider. Noise isn’t much different top up or down on the 
Miata. The 124 Spider is quiet enough with the top up to readily 
appreciate the audio quality of the optional Bose stereo system. 
Visibility is quite good with the top up or down on both the Miata 
and 124 Spider.

I encourage everyone to come take a look at the new 124 
Spider. It’s probably the best overall car FIAT has ever offered in 
America. As much fun as the original but without the old built-in 
Fix It Again Tony tradition.   

Above, inner column:  2017 FIAT 124 Spider 
interior; http://st.motortrend.com.  Above, outer 
column, top:  2016 Subaru BRZ; www.autosactual.
com; directly above: 2016 Scion FRS;  
http://1.bp.blogspot.com.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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We’ve been steadily making progress 
the last few months. The body-

work has been tedious. I have been going 
through the passenger side of the car, 
panel by panel. Unfortunately, there has 
been more and more rust to cut out and 
replace.

While I’m busy with that, Tina has 
been blasting miscellaneous parts for 
painting. So far all the wheels, the battery 
box cover, engine splash guards, and vari-
ous other parts are already done.

We will continue to keep you updated 
with our progress as we press on with our 
project.   

Sophia Project Update
Article and photos by Dave Pruzcinski

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Club Officers

President
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/Vintage Cars
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant
206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com
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FEN Calendar
September 7  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner. This month’s 
program at the North End FEN meeting will be 
presented by Jim Pottebaum of J. R. Electronics.
His presentation will be about his LED taillight 
replacements for vintage 124 Spiders, which will 
soon be available for late and older models.

September 9  Second Friday Evening 
Cruise-In. An event at Griot’s Garage (3333 South 
38th Street, Tacoma, WA 98409). An informal 
gathering of cars on the second Friday evening of 
May–September, 2016, from 4–9 pm.

September 10  South End Driving Tour. 
Just a simple tour to enjoy your car, the roads, 
and your companions. Start Point: Kent (come 
early for breakfast at Sheri’s). End Point: Black 
Diamond (lunch at Black Diamond Bakery). A 
tour on suburban and country roads with legs 
along the Green River, skirting Lake Tapps, a 
cruise through Buckley, and a pit stop near Mud 
Mountain Dam. Times: Drivers’ Meeting at 
9:30 am, first cars out at 9:45 am. Please RSVP 
for route instructions and meal attendee count. 
Starting point provided when you RSVP. Contact 
Bert at spiders@wavecable.com or 360-731-8758.

September 24–25  29th Annual 
Seattle Festa Italiana at Seattle Center. Everyone 
is invited—admission is free! Registration must 
be received no later than Thursday, September 
24, 2015. Due to security reasons, vehicles not 
preregistered cannot be admitted on days of 
event. Download the registration form here. 
Watch the event website for details once made 
available: www.festaseattle.com.

October 5  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. 
Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner 
from the regular menu.

TBD  The Citroën Owner’s Club Autumn 
Tour. All makes and models of cars are welcome 
on this annual event which usually draws 
upwards of 50 cars from vintage FIATs and MGs 
to contemporary Ferraris—a moving car show 
not to be missed!

November 2  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

December 7  No Regular meeting in 
December—Holiday Potluck Party instead.

TBD  FEN Holiday Potluck Party!

A few more photos from the Viva Italia show! Left: A burgundy Ferrari F355; photo by Alex Kwanten.  
Below left: Exotic lineup by Karen Ansdell. Right:  A red Alfa Giulietta; ; photo by Alex Kwanten.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

Germany makes request for EU mediation in FIAT emissions dispute (Bloomberg Technology, September 3, 2016) 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-09-03/germany-makes-request-for-eu-mediation-in-fiat-emissions-dispute

Buy a FIAT 124 Spider Abarth and get a free day at Bondurant driving school (Autoweek, September 1, 2016)
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/buy-fiat-124-spider-abarth-and-get-free-day-bondurant-driving-school

The LEGO FIAT 500 has all of the Italian charm of the original (Jalopnik, August 31, 2016)  
http://jalopnik.com/the-lego-fiat-500-has-all-of-the-italian-charm-of-the-o-1786026925

Junkyard gem: 1980 FIAT 124 Spider with slushbox (Autoblog, August 30, 2016)
http://www.autoblog.com/2016/08/30/1980-fiat-124-spider-automatic-junkyard-gem/

Say hi to our new long-term 2016 FIAT 500X (Autoblog, August 16, 2016)  
http://www.autoblog.com/2016/08/16/2016-fiat-500x-trekking-plus-long-term-introduction/

New ad campaign offers fresh look at the 2016 FIAT 500X (Edmunds.com, August 9, 2016)
http://www.edmunds.com/car-news/new-ad-campaign-offers-fresh-look-at-the-2016-fiat-500x.html

Rebuilding a temperamental FIAT after a mechanic lets you down (Road & Track, August 23, 2016) 
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/buying-maintenance/videos/a30504/going-the-extra-mile-for-a-special-fiat/

Make your last ride count in this ultra-luxe maserati hearse (Maxim, August 29, 2016) 
http://www.maxim.com/rides/maserati-ghibli-hearse-2016-8

Maserati gives its Quattroporte flagship sedan a face-lift (Robb Report, September 3, 2016) 
http://robbreport.com/automobiles/maserati-gives-its-quattroporte-flagship-sedan-face-lift

This may be the last thing I’d ever guess Maserati made (Jalopnik, August 18, 2016)
http://jalopnik.com/this-may-be-the-last-thing-id-ever-guess-maserati-made-1785474681

Android Auto comes to three 2017 Maserati models (Android Headlines, August 30, 2016)
http://www.androidheadlines.com/2016/08/android-auto-comes-three-2017-maserati-models.html

Eye candy: Concorso Italiano (ClassicCars.com, August 21, 2016)
https://news.classiccars.com/eye-candy-concorso-italiano/
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