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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian 
car (FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) 
enthusiasts who meet regularly 
throughout the year.  In general, our club 
is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and 
is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those 
months. The regular meeting location 
alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and 
other events throughout the year.

Wow, what a great turnout we had at the FEN picnic and 25th 
anniversary celebration! We weren’t sure how many folks 

were planning to come at first, since only a few RSVPs came in, 
probably due to the forecast. When the weather outlook improved, 
it became apparent we’d have more than a few members show up.

Although I didn’t make the drive portion of the day’s activities 
myself, I heard good things about it and want to thank Bert Cripe 
for making that happen.

Wood-fired pizza for 20 or more is always a little hectic, so I ap-
preciate everyone’s patience as we baked pizzas. Our oven has been 
a great way to warm and share our patio. It was planned early on 
in our home’s design but took several years to get built. If anyone 
is interested in this sort of thing, I recommend reading The Bread 
Builders by Daniel Wing and Alan Scott. I loosely followed advice 

in this book when designing and building our outdoor pizza oven.
We had a great time at the blind gymkhana, and it’s great to 

resurrect the tradition. The weather held off nicely! Thanks to all 
who participated and made this event so fun to watch and drive in. 
My daughter Hazel made for a good instructor for the event, but 
even so, we didn’t do that well. It’s been a long time since I did this; 
we used to do it on Whidbey Island at a former member’s place 
years ago for a club event. I hope we do it again next year!

I don’t know about you but I’m really enjoying the nice weath-
er in my Scorpion … for the first time in many years, my vintage 
Lancia is reliable enough that I can get in and drive just about 
anywhere without worry.

Well, too much worry anyway. Just this last month Hazel and I 
made our yearly 1,000-mile pilgrimage to southern Oregon for the 
Mirafiori event. More on that later.   

Gregory Smith, President
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25th Anniversary FEN Picnic
Article by David Moise; photos by David Moise and Rex Rice

What a great way to celebrate our 
silver anniversary … for everyone 

who was able to join us, and we had a 
very good turnout—it was a blast.

Starting at Griot’s in Tacoma, Bert 
Cripe organized an amazingly scenic and 
calm route through University Place, 
Steilacoom, DuPont, Lacey, and Boston 
Harbor to Greg Smith’s farm and home on 
the peninsula north of Olympia. Route in-
structions were super-accurate as always, 
and we had a good-sized group of FIATs 
that were able to participate. And the 
weather was mild, with mixed sun and 
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clouds that enabled tops to be down, and 
the forecasted rains holding out until the 
very end of the entire event!

Everyone arrived at the rural home of 
our hosts Greg, Elinor, and Hazel between 
11 and noon as planned and the pizza 
oven was already hot! The salads, sides, 
toppings, and desserts that accompanied 
the enthusiastic FEN members and guests 
were plentiful and delicious. Greg and 
Elinor prepared the dough and cheese 
and got the process off to a start; guests 
helped to select and layer the toppings. 
Outstandingly fresh, hot pizza was shared 
by all. Wow!

After the sumptuous picnic on the 
patio and some informal tours of the 
farm, we walked the mowed gymkhana 
route through the adjacent field, and then 
the big event began. Greg had prepared 
a nice, tight, and somewhat challenging 
course for all.

You have to experience driving blind-
folded to know how difficult it is to judge 
speed, direction, and location. Watching 
the navigator trying to explain which way 
to turn was equally entertaining. Hazel 
was the official scorekeeper and patient-
ly walked behind each car counting the 
deviations (off course into the tall grass). 
Everyone was a very good sport and no 
people, cars, or animals were harmed. 
Maybe a few egos?

You have to experience driving 
blindfolded to know how difficult it is 

to judge speed, direction, and location. 
Watching the navigator trying  

to explain which way to turn was 
equally entertaining.  Everyone was  

a very good sport and no people,  
cars, or animals were harmed.   

Maybe a few egos?
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As the sprinkles started, we were just 
wrapping up the big event with more 
dessert and prizes on the patio. The big 
winners of the day were Sue Carson with 
LeRoy as her navigator with only one 
point off, followed by a tie for second 
place by new member Robbie Walker and 
Brendon with Noella as navigator with 
only two points off. Sue was stoked by her 
Griot’s fancy magnetic rechargeable work 
light, and other winners were equally hap-
py with their prizes.

Many of us had a few more “devia-
tions” than that, but everyone went away 
intact, with big smiles and maybe a few 
loose stalks of straw in their wheel wells.

Many thanks to Bert and LeRoy for 
organizing the tour from Tacoma and spe-
cial kudos go to Greg, Elinor, and Hazel 
for being the hosts with the most! Here’s 
to another 25 fun-filled years.  

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Years ago, I bought a “Rust Bucket” 1952 Ford 
F-3 pickup truck.  It was just what I had been 
looking for with its flathead  V-8 engine, four-speed 
nonsyncro transmission, 17-inch “Widow Maker” 
split-rim wheels, and six-ply tires.  There were large 
holes in both front fenders and more in the lower 
side of the box and rear fenders where rust had 
had its way.  POR-15 hadn’t been invented yet, so 
here was my system:

1. Using a disc sander, I sanded the rusted 
area down to bare metal. 

2. I pounded the area to remove all loose 
rust. I then blew the area clear using my 
air compressor. 

3. I repeated the above process several 
more times until there was no loose rust.

4. I sprayed phosphoric acid into the whole 
area.

5. I repeated this for several days. 
Phosphoric acid changes rust from iron 
oxide (rust) to iron nitrate (nonrust).

6. I applied a fiberglass cloth infused 
with marine bondo (blue in color) and 
continued until the holes were filled.  This 
stuff is used on boat repairs below the 
water line.

7. After filling and sanding, I applied primer.

Even though I never applied a top coat, this 
repair lasted over 10 years before a small bubble 
finally appeared.

Fast forward to now.  I had my FIAT 124 
painted last year and it looked great! Now the 
rust bubbles are raising their little heads, so I 
went back to the paint shop. 

“Can you repair the rust spots so I can drive 
the car another five years rust-free?”

“No.  The rust can’t be slowed or stopped.”
“Do you use any rust inhibitors?”
“No, because rust can’t be stopped.”
This was spoken by a manager of a body and 

paint shop with locations all over the country. 
Now what???

Thoughts About Rust
By Rex Rice

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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MG’s beloved MGB roadster re-
mained in production from 1962 

through 1980, but in 1964, an ambitious 
plan was launched to replace both the 
MGB and the Midget with a single car, 
featuring BMC’s Hydrolastic suspension, 
an independent rear suspension, and a 
body sculpted by Pininfarina. Just one 
EX234 prototype was built, circa 1965, 
before the project was placed on the back 
burner, and it’s been in single-family 
ownership since 1977. On June 24, the 
soleEX234 prototype roadster will cross 
the stage at Bonhams Goodwood sale, of-
fering a rare chance to own a unique piece 
of British motoring history.

The original plans for the MGB called 
for an independent rear suspension to 
deliver the best possible handling. Cost 
containment and time pressures saw the 
design scrapped in favor of a live axle and 
leaf springs, but BMC’s chief engineer Syd 
Enever was determined to equip the car’s 
successor with four-wheel independent 
suspension. As BMC was rolling out its 
Hydrolastic suspension on everything 
from Minis to family saloons at the time, 
it made sense to include these dampers on 
the MGB replacement as well.

An MGB with Italian Flair –  
The Pininfarina-Designed  
EX234 Prototype Roadster

By Kurt Ernst,  June 23, 2016;  
photos by Bonhams

A prototype chassis was built up, powered by a 1,275-cc BMC 
A-Series inline-four, then shipped off to Pininfarina in Italy for its 
body. The design looks familiar today, with a front end that resem-
bles the FIAT 124 Sport Spider and a Kamm-tail rear that could 
have come from an Alfa Romeo Spider. What it doesn’t look like, 
however, is a British car, and EX234 features another one-off de-
sign trait: The right-hand-drive car features a chrome spear of trim 
down the driver’s side (denoting GT trim), while the passenger’s 
side is devoid of trim (denoting Roadster trim). GT models would 
have come with both a cloth folding top and a hard top, while 
roadster models would have used a folding top only.

Had EX234 been put into production, it may well have used the 
A-Series engine in models destined to replace the Midget, with the 
B-Series 1.8-liter four fitted to cars meant to replace the MGB. Di-
mensionally, the EX234 was larger than the Midget and smaller than 
the MGB, yet it offered more interior volume than the larger MG.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org August 2016 The FIAT-isti   7 

The prototype was tested at Silverstone, reportedly by a list 
of drivers that included John Surtees. Overall, the feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive in regards to the car’s handling, passen-
ger comfort, and styling, but there were forces in play that would 
prevent EX234 reaching production. In some ways, the innovative 
roadster was a victim of the MGB’s success; as the model continued 
to sell well in the United States, MG’s largest export market, there 
seemed little need to fix things that weren’t broken.

In 1964, an ambitious plan  
was launched to replace both  
the MGB and the Midget with  

a single car, featuring BMC’s 
Hydrolastic suspension, an 

independent rear suspension, and  
a body sculpted by Pininfarina. 

Just one EX234 prototype  
was built, circa 1965, before  

the project was placed on the  
back burner, and it’s been in  

single-family ownership since 1977.
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Simultaneously, cash that would have been invested in EX234 
development was reportedly diverted into meeting the evolving 
emissions and safety standards of the US market. When BMC 
merged with Leyland in 1968, development money that might have 
gone to MG was instead spent by Triumph, ultimately resulting in 
the TR7.

With no path to market remaining, the EX234 remained in 
storage until 1976, when it was acquired by BMC manager Bob 
Ward, whose initials, REW, formed the basis of the car’s registration 
number. In 1977, the prototype was purchased by MG dealer and 
collector Syd Beer, and has remained in the Beer family ever since.

Today, EX234 shows just 6,400 miles on the odometer, and re-
mains in impressive overall condition. Included with the sale is the 
factory hardtop that would have accompanied GT models, along 
with a folding cloth top, a current MoT, the original registration 
document, and a copy of the factory specification sheet. Bonhams 
predicts a selling price between $50,000 and $64,000 when the 
one-of-a-kind MG crosses the stage at Chichester this Friday.

For additional details on the Bonhams Goodwood Festival of 
Speed sale, visit Bonhams.com.

UPDATE (June 27 2016): The EX234 prototype sold for £63,100 
($86,472), including buyer’s premium.   

A big thank-you to FENster Bert Cripe 
for passing on this fascinating story.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2017 FIAT 124 Spider Abarth 
vs. 2016 Mazda MX-5 Miata 
Club: Save our Sports Cars!
By Todd Lassa, Automobile Magazine, July 18, 2016; 
photos by Evan Klein

No lane-departure controls, no adaptive cruise controls, no 
cross-traffic alerts, nor blind-spot information systems. Say 

“hell no” to automatic braking systems. Autonomy? We don’t need 
no stinkin’ autonomy. The FIAT 124 Spider Elaborazione Abarth 
and the Mazda MX-5 Miata Club are cars to drive, not to be driven 
in. The only concession to such modern automation gadgetry is the 
navigation system in the Spider Abarth and the rotary knob that 
controls infotainment screens in both, poorly located too close to 
the gearshift.

The Miata and Spider Abarth—Spiata, if you will—are your 
first defenses against the onslaught of these building blocks towards 
driverless cars. If you accept the theory that autonomous vehicle 
technology will soon begin accelerating the way computers and the 
internet have, then it won’t be long before you’ll have to trailer your 
sports car to a private racetrack just to experience the joys of crank-
ing a steering wheel and executing a perfect heel-toe downshift.

No lane-departure controls, 
no adaptive cruise controls, no 

cross-traffic alerts, nor blind-spot 
information systems.  Autonomy?  

We don’t need no stinkin’ autonomy.  
The FIAT 124 Spider Elaborazione 

Abarth and the Mazda MX-5  
Miata Club are cars to drive,  

not to be driven in.
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As we approach that cold, automat-
ed future, the last roads in the US to be 
coordinated for autonomous driving 
comfortably inside your compact sport/
utility vehicle’s navigation system will be 
those like California Highway 58 between 
McKittrick and Santa Margarita: remote, 
twisty, and hard to map precisely. High-
way 58 and its ilk are perfect for cars like 
these. They’re not heavily traveled, and 
the twisty mountain bits play to their 
handling rather than to their power and 
torque. Pairs of eyes, hands, and feet will 
be fully involved in the drive.

This could well end up an AUTO-
MOBILE Collectible Classic feature circa 
2040, but it’s our first opportunity to 
compare the new 2017 FIAT 124 Spider 
Elaborazione Abarth head to head with 
our Four Seasons 2016 Mazda MX-5 
Miata Club on the type of road for which 
these cars were built. Of course, the first 
thing you’ll ask is, which do we prefer?

The short answer is that either of 
these two represent top-of-the-list choices 
for navigating the driver’s roads hidden 
from the coming throngs of multicamera, 
LIDAR-equipped, rolling, driverless, wire-
less hotspots. One nice advantage of the 
Miata and Spiata is that they don’t have 
adjustable chassis that demand you com-
plete the final suspension tuning. Their 
relative simplicity of controls just requires 
you to get in the car and go. After serious 
study on 17.4 choice miles of Highway 58, 
it’s easy to conclude this is a good thing. 

And when it comes to chassis tuning, there is as much difference 
between the two roadsters as between the Subaru BRZ and Toyota 
86, which is to say, degrees.

Like the Scion FR-S-slash-Toyota 86, the 124 Spider Abarth is 
set up to be the bigger drifter of the two. Prior to Highway 58, we 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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had the chance to autocross three Spider Abarths—two six-speed 
automatics and a six-speed manual—as part of FIAT’s introduc-
tion program at Qualcomm Stadium in San Diego. The autocross 
course was loose enough to allow a third-gear straight along with 
mostly second-gear turns, and it revealed a sports car that could 
dance around the cones like Gene Kelly shuffling on and off the 
curb in “Singin’ in the Rain.”

As on the autocross, you want the traction/stability control 
off for both cars on Highway 58. Stability control allows a bit of 
snap-throttle oversteer that’s quickly blunted after a short slide, 
but turn it off (it defaults to “on” with every push of the ignition 
button), and oversteer is as catchable and predictable as ever, so 
you can snap the tail into the apex more quickly. But there’s a clear 
difference in the way the Miata and the Spider behave.

First, the Miata has sharper steering, reacting immediately to 
inputs. We’ve heard complaints the MX-5’s steering feels “nervous” 
and needs constant corrections. This is not quite true: The Mazda 
suffers some bump-steer, reacting to every imperfection in the 
road. Find a rare bit of virgin highway pavement and the car tracks 
steady. The upside is the quick turn-in and perfect feedback, which 
makes it easy to tackle a tight second-gear turn with precision and 
casually collect the car when the tail snaps out.

The Spider’s steering is perfectly fine. It’s a FIAT-tuned vari-
ation of the Mazda’s electrically assisted power steering that feels 
a bit more relaxed. It’s such a subtle difference that you wouldn’t 
notice it if you’ve never driven an ND Miata.

All FIAT 124 Spiders feature exclusive FIAT tuning of the 
Mazda’s double-wishbone front/multilink rear suspension, and the 
Abarth manual adds a limited-slip differential and Bilstein shocks, 
like the Miata Club. As with the Miata, there’s some initial com-
pliance at turn-in, with springs becoming stiff as the body takes a 
set. The difference is that the Spider Abarth feels a bit stiffer in its 
initial compliance and a bit softer after turn-in. Again, it’s a sub-
tle difference that requires back-to-back drives to discover. Hard 
work, that, especially on Highway 58.

Powertrain differences are not as subtle. Aside from the short-
lived NB Mazdaspeed Miata, Mazda has left turbocharging of the 
Miata’s inline four to the aftermarket, even the original NA model’s 
116-hp 1.6-liter. That number is now 155 hp and 148 lb-ft, from a 
2.0-liter, four-cylinder, naturally aspirated engine from the Skyac-
tiv family with direct gas injection. For the 124 line, FIAT ships its 
1.4-liter MultiAir turbo-four to Hiroshima for installation in the 
Spider. In the Abarth, the engine is rated 164 hp (4 more ponies 
than in the Classica and Lusso trim levels) and 184 lb-ft.

Both engines arrive at 30 mpg combined EPA fuel economy 
averages, with the Skyactiv 2.0 doing so with 27/34 mpg city/
highway, and the MultiAir 1.4 achieving 26/35 mpg city/highway. 
Similarities end there.

Of course, the first thing  
you’ll ask is, which do we prefer?

The short answer is that either of 
these two represent top-of-the-list 
choices for navigating the driver’s 
roads. One nice advantage of the 

Miata and Spiata is that they don’t 
have adjustable chassis that demand 

you complete the final suspension 
tuning.  Their relative simplicity  

of controls just requires you  
to get in the car and go. 
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While Miatafisti will recognize the naturally aspirated 2.0’s 
linear power delivery, the turbo 1.4 in the Spiata features a strong 
mid-range with lag at the low end and lack of steam at the high 
end. When Mazda first unveiled the ND Miata at Laguna Seca, a 
few of us bristled at the Sport button placed at the bottom of a pro-
totype’s gearbox shifter. We feared it was a suspension adjustment.

“It’s for holding upshifts with the automatic,” a Mazda prod-
uct planner explained. But it’s also for the 124 Spider, manual 
or automatic, in which a Sport button lowers the 184 lb-ft peak 
torque’s kick in to 2,500 rpm, from 3,200 rpm, likely at the expense 
of reaching those EPA numbers. Loping around town, nonsport on 
the Spider Abarth is sufficient. You’ll want it on for the Highway 
58s of the world, but there’s still that lack of linearity you’ll find in 
the Mazda’s bigger, naturally aspirated four. This becomes most ob-
vious when double-clutching or heel-toeing a downshift. The Miata 
matches high rpms easily and naturally, while the Spider Abarth 
requires a more deliberate throttle blip. FIAT pairs the MultiAir 
engine with the previous generation, NC Miata’s six-speed box, by 
the way, to handle the turbo four’s greater torque.

Features editor Rory Jurnecka says the FIAT is “a bit more 
playful on the throttle” and finds its mid-range torque useful 
around town. “Unfortunately, when you’re trying to keep the mo-

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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mentum on a hilly, winding section of a road like 58, the car feels 
outside of its ideal operating range much of the time. You’re either 
waiting for boost in the lower rev range or running out of steam on 
the high end.”

The famously dieted ND Miata is about 125 pounds lighter 
than the Spider. Some of this is the FIAT’s turbocharger and its 
nearly 5 inches added length and filled-out body form. It’s also 
better at sound insulation, thanks to an acoustic windshield, which 
pays off with improved sound attenuation with the top up (the 
Spider Abarth’s exhaust note, sampled with the top down, is disap-
pointingly unlike the FIAT 500 Abarth’s).

The FIAT’s interior is a better place to be, anyway, with more 
upper- and lower-dash panel padding, unique door panels eschew-
ing the Mazda’s body-colored door inserts, and better seats, though 
Jurnecka prefers the palm-fitting sphere of the Miata’s gearshift 
knob to the “irritating” square knob on the Spiata. The 124 Spider 
Abarth’s optional suede-trimmed Recaros are perfect in the way 
they hold you in place, and offer this author’s back just the right 
degree of lumbar support without need for adjustment. Clearly, 
FIAT didn’t have time to decontent an interior originally designed 
for Alfa Romeo.

So which should you choose?
It’s not—really, it’s not—a cop-out to say that both the FIAT 

124 Spider Elaborazione Abarth and the Mazda MX-5 Miata Club 
deserve to be at the top of your list for surviving post-autonomo-
calypse driving pleasure. Drivers who favor a European sensibility 
and style can buy the Spider safe in knowing that the FIAT Chrys-
ler engineering and Centro Stile design blend well with the “Made 
in Hiroshima” stamp.

Those of us who might be described as overly familiar with the 
Miata as a modern and reliable European-style sports car will pre-
fer the MX-5’s natural power delivery and the way its very capable 
steering and handling can push the driver to improve his or her 
skills on challenging roads.

Unlike the NC Miata, the ND cannot be had with the Grand 
Touring package’s luxuries combined with the Club Sport’s Bil-
steins and LSD, but a properly optioned Spider Abarth essentially 
solves that issue. Both sports cars suffer Germanic paint palettes; 
they could use brighter, happier color choices.

“My perfect car would be the FIAT with the Miata engine,” 
Jurnecka says.

Indeed, the problem with two distinct cars off the same 
excellent sports-car platform is you’re unlikely to find the perfect 
setup. But it’s clear that without FIAT’s partnership in this pro-
gram, not only would there be no Spiata, there would be no ND 
Miata, two modern, efficient, and affordable sports cars that will 
help us survive a bleak enthusiasts’ future of roads filled with 
zombie automobiles.  

2017 FIAT 124 Spider  
Elaborazione Abarth 
Specifications

On Sale: Now
Price:  $29,190/$37,870  
  (base/as tested)
Engine:  1.4L turbo DOHC  
  16-valve I-4/164 hp  
  @ 5,500 rpm,  
  184 lb-ft @ 3,200 rpm
Transmission: 6-speed manual
Layout:  2-door, 2-passenger,  
  front-engine,  
  RWD convertible
EPA Mileage: 26/35 mpg (city/hwy)
L x W x H: 159.6 x 68.5 x 48.5 in
Wheelbase: 90.9 in
Weight:  2,477 lbs
0–60 MPH: 6.8 seconds   
  (estimated)
Top Speed: 140 mph (estimated)

2016 Mazda Miata Club  
Specifications

On Sale: Now
Price:  $$29,420/$32,820  
  (base/as tested)
Engine:  2.0L DOHC 16-valve  
  I-4/155 hp @  
  6,000 rpm, 148 lb-ft  
  @ 4,600 rpm
Transmission: 6-speed manual
Layout:  2-door, 2-passenger,  
  front-engine,  
  RWD convertible
EPA Mileage: 27/34 mpg (city/hwy)
L x W x H: 154.1 x 68.3 x 48.8 in
Wheelbase: 90.9 in
Weight:  2,332 lbs
0–60 MPH: 6.0 seconds
Top Speed: 140 mph (estimated)

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Above, inner column:  The signature FIAT 2017 
124 Spider Prima Edition. Only 124 models 
in Azzurro Italia (dynamic blue mica) will 
be released, according to FIAT; photo from 
www.fiatusa.com.  Above, outer column:   The 
2017 FIAT 500 exterior and engine; interior 
of 2017 FIAT 500 Abarth; all from www.
releasedatesnewcars.com.

Opposite page, inner column:  
front and rear views of the 2017 Fiat 500X 
Abarth, both from www.suvs2017.com.

Opposite page, outer column:   
interior view of the 2017 Fiat 500X Abarth, 
www.suvs2017.com.

Changes at FIAT for 2017
Article by Alex Sargeant

Some long-needed changes are afoot at FIAT for the North 
American market. Ever since FIAT returned to America in 

2012, dealers and customers have had to contend with a confusing 
array of trim levels and models. There has been such a huge variety 
available that it’s physically impossible for dealers to stock one 
of everything in every available color. We’ve had five different 
trim levels each for the four-door 500L and 500X. We’ve had nine 
different models and trim levels for the two-door. We’ve also had 
six special editions of the two-door and one of the 500L. For all 
three platforms, we’ve had a palate of 37 different colors to choose 
from. FIAT has embarked on a program to greatly simplify and 
reduce the bewildering number of choices. The goal is increased 
production efficiency and lower suggested retail prices.

The program started with the new 2017 FIAT 124 Spider, which 
is now in stock. There are just two trim levels and two models. The 
standard model comes in Classica or Lusso trims. Either trim has the 
option to add an automatic transmission and the additional comfort, 
safety, and convenience options have been grouped into just two 
option groups. The second model is the 124 Spider Abarth, which 
offers only one trim level and two option groups. 

For 2017, the trim levels and option groups for the 500X have 
been streamlined. Instead of five trim levels, each with up to six 
different option groups, there will be only three trim levels and three 
option packages. Gone are the Easy and Trekking Plus, which looked 
just like the Pop and the Trekking and were difficult to explain to 
customers. Pricing has not been released, but I expect an increase 
in content at all levels and a reduction in maximum price for fully 
loaded Trekking and Lounge trims.

The 2017 500L is reduced to just three trim levels with a max-
imum of two option groups for each trim. The Pop, Trekking, and 
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Lounge trims return with increased content, better organized 
options, and a lower base price. Gone is the Easy trim level and the 
long a-la-carte list of individual options. With the increase in con-
tent and reduction in base price, the 500L now starts at just $20,995 
and a fully loaded Lounge maxes out at only $25,185. That’s a reduc-
tion in the fully loaded price of over $2,500 from 2016.

The greatest changes come to the 2017 All New FIAT 500, 500C, 
and Abarth. (“All New” is officially part of the name at this time.) 
Instead of the Pop, Easy, Sport, Sport Turbo, Lounge, and Abarth 
trims and models, we will just have Pop, Lounge, and Abarth. The 
base version of the Pop has been dropped. The Easy trim has been 
renamed Pop, and the Sport trim has become an option package for 
the Pop. The Pop and the Lounge retain the 1.4L, 101-hp motor. The 
1.4L, 135-hp turbo motor has been discontinued, and the Abarth 
retains the 1.4L, 160-hp turbo motor. Content has been increased 
at all levels. Pricing of the hardtop now starts at $14,995 instead of 
$16,500. The Abarth starts at just $19,995 instead of $22,575. Pricing 
has also been greatly reduced on the 500C. There is now just a pre-
mium of $1,495 instead of the previous differential of over $4,100. 
The 500C begins at $16,490, a reduction of $4,900. The Abarth 
Cabrio begins at $21,490, a reduction of $4,120.

The 2017 124 Spider is available at your local FIAT dealer now 
in Classica and Lusso trim, with the Abarth arriving shortly. Produc-
tion of the 2017 two-door 500 and 500C has begun, and they should 
begin to arrive at dealers at the beginning of September. Production 
of the 2017 500L and 500X begin in Europe after the traditional 
summer break. They will begin to arrive at dealers in the fall.  

Ever since FIAT returned to 
America in 2012, dealers and 

customers have had to contend 
with a confusing array of trim 

levels and models.  FIAT has 
embarked on a program to greatly 

simplify and reduce the bewildering 
number of choices.  The goal is 

increased production efficiency and 
lower suggested retail prices. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Club Officers

President
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/Vintage Cars
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant
206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Open 11 AM to 4 PM to all Italian Cars & Motorcycles 
No Charge Entry!    Come or go as your schedule allows! 

Saint Edward State Park 14445 Juanita Dr NE, Kenmore, WA 98028 
  Food Donations accepted for the Maltby Food Bank      

Hosted by the NW Alfa Romeo Club     www.nwalfaclub.com 

VIVA ITALIA 
Italian Car Show 

August 6, 2016 
Saint Edward State Park 

Enjoy the passion that is Italian Cars & Motorcycles 

Left: I spotted this sign 
during my book tour in 

Maine in June. I didn’t 
know tying up animals 
to USPS mailboxes is a 

problem, but apparently  
in the scenic coastal town 

of Belfast, it is a thing.

This mailbox is  
on the side of a  

popular neighborhood 
food co-op store.

Got a funny or odd 
picture to share from your 

summer travels? Share it 
with us—send it to me at 
miae@whatnowdesign.com.

—Mi Ae, newsletter editor

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
August 3  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting 
begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner from 
the regular menu.

August 6  Griot’s Garage Caffeine and 
Gasoline. 8 am. This is a cruise-in car show. Each 
month has a different theme but all kinds of cars 
are welcome. We get up early and brew the coffee 
and set out donuts, you cruise in to our Tacoma 
Flagship Retail Store with your favorite ride and 
hang out. August’s theme is Porsche.

August 6  Northwest Alfa Romeo Club’s 
Viva Italia Car Show. Great new venue this year 
at the St. Edwards State Park, 14445 Juanita Dr 
NE, Kirkland. Open 11 am to 4 pm to all Italian 
cars and motorcycles. No entry charge—come 
and go as your schedule allows. More details at 
www.nwalfaclub.com and see the event poster 
on opposite page.

August 12  Second Friday Evening 
Cruise-In. An event at Griot’s Garage (3333 
South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA 98409). An 
informal gathering of cars on the second Friday 
evening of May–September, 2016, from 4–9 pm.

September 3  Griot’s Garage Caffeine 
and Gasoline. 8 am. This is a repeat of the August 
6 event. September’s theme not yet announced.

September 7  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

September 9  Second Friday Evening 
Cruise-In. An event at Griot’s Garage (3333 South 
38th Street, Tacoma, WA 98409). An informal 

gathering of cars on the second Friday evening of 
May–September, 2016, from 4–9 pm.

TBD  Driving Event. South–Thurston 
County Tour.

September 24–25  29th Annual 
Seattle Festa Italiana at Seattle Center. Everyone 
is invited—admission is free. Registration must 
be received no later than Thursday, September 
24, 2015. Due to security reasons, vehicles not 
preregistered 
cannot be admitted on days of event. Download 
the registration form here. Watch the event 
website for details once made available: www.
festaseattle.com.

October 5  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. 
Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner 
from the regular menu.

TBD  The Citroën Owner’s Club Autumn 
Tour. All makes and models of cars are welcome 
on this annual event which usually draws 
upwards of 50 cars from vintage FIATs and MGs 
to contemporary Ferraris—a moving car show 
not to be missed!

November 2  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

December 7  No Regular meeting in 
December—Holiday Potluck Party instead.

TBD  FEN Holiday Potluck Party!

Check out the FEN website  
for the latest calendar updates!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.nwalfaclub.com
http://www.festaseattle.com
http://www.festaseattle.com
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT gets destroyed by more research (24/7 Wall Street, July 30, 2016)  
http://247wallst.com/autos/2016/07/30/FIAT-gets-destroyed-by-more-research/

Why US regulators will continue to keep tabs on FIAT Chrysler (Fortune, July 29, 2016)
http://fortune.com/2016/07/29/FIAT-chrysler-safety-oversight/

2016 FIAT FreakOut drives into the Motor City (The Detroit News, July 29, 2016)  
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/chrysler/2016/07/29/fiat-freakout-drives-motor-city/87722016/

FIAT 124 Spider review: It’s not a “FIATa” after all (Los Angeles Times, July 30, 2016)  
http://www.latimes.com/business/autos/la-fi-hy-FIAT-124-spider-review-20160726-snap-story.html

The 12 classic cars that rose the most in a year: FIAT Dino takes top spot, but buyers drive up price of more 
modest classics (This Is Money.co.uk, July 27, 2016)  
http://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/cars/article-3703444/FIAT-Dino-tops-12-classic-cars-risen-value-year.html

FIAT 124 Abarth vs. Mazda Miata Club: Which is best on track? (Road & Track, July 22, 2016)
http://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/car-comparison-tests/a30078/FIAT-124-abarth-vs-mazda-miata-club-track-test/

2017 Maserati Quattroporte GTS Gransport first drive (Autoweek, July 18, 2016) 
http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2017-maserati-quattroporte-gts-gransport-first-drive

Maserati’s timeless elegance repurposed for pop-up hotel suites (Luxury Daily, July 1, 2016) 
https://www.luxurydaily.com/maseratis-timeless-elegance-repurposed-for-pop-up-hotel-suites/

Everything you’ve ever needed to know about the Alfa Romeo 4C (Road & Track, July 28, 2016) 
http://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/road-tests/videos/a30155/before-you-buy-an-alfa-romeo-4c-watch-this-video/

Rare Alfa Romeo tipped for record pre-war price (Stuff, July 22, 2016)
http://www.stuff.co.nz/motoring/customs-classics/82377972/rare-alfa-romeo-tipped-for-record-prewar-price

The Alfa Romeo Furia Supercar concept pays homage to history (Robb Report, July 21, 2016)
http://robbreport.com/automobiles/alfa-romeo-furia-supercar-concept-pays-homage-history

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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