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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian 
car (FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) 
enthusiasts who meet regularly 
throughout the year.  In general, our club 
is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and 
is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those 
months. The regular meeting location 
alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and 
other events throughout the year.

S ometimes life gets in the way of driving your FIAT … As some of you 
know, recently my Mom had a stroke and I’ve been more involved 

with my fairly independent parents in Bellevue. Mom is in a care facility 
getting rehab and other help. Helping my Dad sort through a lot of 
extra belongings has kept me from enjoying the nice spring weather and 
working on my Scorpion as much as I’d like. One nice side effect is that 
I’ve become very aware of the burden extra stuff can be. More impor-
tantly I’ve gotten to spend more time with them both.

I missed the Pruczinskis’ Primavera Tour last weekend (see the 
picture below from Dan and Sooz Rian), but I hope everyone had a 
good time. These kinds of events are the sort of thing I look forward to. 
Our All-Italian Car Show was well-received—more thanks to all who 
helped make that such an enjoyable day. Some of you put in long hours 
to ensure the club looked good, and I appreciate it very much.

The next few months feature some of the nicest weather and some 
great car-related events too. There’s a 3-day MG Club Tour (see website for 
details) and the SOVREN Historics, to name a couple. Of course you know 
of our club’s 25th anniversary coming up. There’s a drive, a wood-fired 
pizza picnic at our home in Olympia, and a blind gymkhana. (Speaking of 
which, please RSVP so we know how much pizza dough to prepare.)

Later in July is the Mirafiori Oregon event in the hills outside Ash-
land, Oregon. The event is over the weekend of July 21–24. Usually we 
group-camp at the Howard Prairie Lake Resort, but this year we’re try-
ing out a more private group site at the south end of the lake at Asperka-
ha Park. It features RV sites, sleeping shelters, and a commercial kitchen, 
among other amenities. It’s an informal event so there’s no registration. 
Contact me if you are interested in knowing more.

Since new events are added and plans can change, be sure to check 
the club website for the latest information on upcoming events. Bert 
does a great job keeping it up to date. And of course, join us for the last 
monthly meeting for a while (August). It’ll be at our usual place, Aman-
te Restaurant in Renton. Hope to see you soon on the road (not the side 
of the road!) in your FIAT!     Gregory Smith, President
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FIAT Tipo 5Doors  
and Station Wagon
The Tipo family was presented in full at the recent Geneva Motor Show, where the 5Doors 
and Station Wagon versions were given their world première.  The launch marks FIAT’s grand 
comeback to the medium-compact segment with an offering that appeals directly to the heart 
of the market, thanks to a simple but comprehensive range that meets the needs of private as 
well as business-to-business customers.

From www.fiatpress.com
Turin, May 2, 2016

Submitted by Fred Russell

The 4Doors version went on sale at 
the end of 2015 and has already sold 

more than 35,000 units in the EMEA 
area: Its success is based on an econom-
ical ethos combined with best-in-class 
passenger and luggage space, which have 
reopened the door to the medium-com-
pact sedan market in many countries.

Thanks in part to these character-
istics, the Tipo family has collected the 
prestigious Autobest “Best Buy Car 2016” 
award, chosen by a jury of 26 journalists 
from the most authoritative European car 
magazines. This accolade underlines the 
model’s standout traits of design, quali-
ty, comfort, and versatility and rewards 
an exceptional offering that is squarely 
focused on value for money, a crucial con-
cept in FIAT’s functional family strategy, 
as summed up by the slogan “You don’t 
need much to get a lot.”

The FIAT Tipo 4Doors, 5Doors, and 
Station Wagon share the same values but 
each have unique personalities as diverse 
as their respective target audiences, from 
families and couples to young people or 
professionals. The 4- and 5-door versions 
are available to order at showrooms in 
major European countries. For specific 
details, please visit the local press sites.

The Tipo family was developed 
around the brief “Skills, no frills” and 
combines the FIAT brand’s historic 
concepts of functionality, simplicity, and 

personality in an extraordinary value-for-money offering. Person-
ality-wise, the FIAT Tipo projects a dynamic style and a strong 
character in all its versions. The simple choices provided to the 
customer result in a linear range of engines and trim levels that 
appeals directly to the heart of the market.

Functionality has been a hallmark of FIAT for more than 80 
years and has contributed to a back catalogue of highly successful 
models. In this case, the carefully designed internal spaces offer 
unbeatable livability and boot capacity for this category, as well 
as great versatility of use, which is best expressed by the Station 
Wagon version.

 In terms of size, the 5-door model is 4.37 m long, 1.79 m wide 
and 1.50 m high, while the Station Wagon adds an extra 20 cm to 
reach 4.57 m, with a height of 1.51 m thanks to the standard-fit 
longitudinal roof bars. The width remains unchanged.

The load capacity under the parcel shelf is top-in-class: 440 
litres for the 5Doors and 550 litres for the Station Wagon, which 
also integrates supremely practical solutions that maximise flexibil-
ity of use.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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 The new car fits a reliable suspension layout for 
highly accurate driving, brilliant road-holding, and 
outstanding comfort: independent wheels McPherson 
on the front axle and interconnected wheels torque 
beam on the rear. The two layouts are optimised to 
reduce weight and thus contribute to improving the 
car’s fuel efficiency, without compromising the dynam-
ic driving experience.

 In the EMEA region, the range follows a simple 
and straightforward logic: three body styles, three 
trim levels, three engines with three different fuel 
options, and three types of gearbox. Specifically, the 

sedan, 5Doors, and Station Wagon will be available 
in the Pop, Easy, and Lounge versions. The Euro 6 
engine range offers diesel, petrol, and dual fuel (pet-
rol/LPG) solutions that target the heart of the 95 -to 
120-HP market. The gearbox can be manual, automat-
ic dual-clutch, and automatic with torque converter, 
depending on the engine. Fuel consumption and 
emissions are especially low and the ECO version emits as little as 
89g/km of CO2 under the NEDC test cycle.

 In true FIAT style, the new additions to the Tipo family are 
packed with plenty of clever solutions that make life better for ev-
eryone on board. The line-up offers remarkably generous standard 
equipment and debuts the innovative UconnectTM 7" HD LIVE sys-
tem, featuring a 7" high-resolution colour touchscreen display with a 
capacitive screen that the user can pinch and swipe just like a tablet. 
All this is complemented by active and passive security systems.

 From the early stages of development, special attention was 
given to total cost of ownership (TCO), a key consideration for 
both private and business-to-business customers. The top-in-class 
TCO values are made possible by particularly low fuel consump-
tion coupled with low maintenance, repair, and running costs. 
Furthermore, the simple and straightforward range and the com-
prehensive standard equipment keep the residual value high in the 
long term, while the specific Business versions offer a comprehen-
sive solution to the needs of fleet customers.

 Ready to face the challenges of the 
future, the Tipo family was designed in 
Italy by the FIAT Style Centre and 
developed in Turkey together with Tofaş 
R&D, one of FCA’s largest research and 
development centres, involving a dedicat-
ed team of over 2,000 people during the 
three-year development process. During 
that time, the models were tested over a 
total distance of 8.7 million kilometres in 
extreme weather, road, and high-altitude 
conditions, in order to be ready for sale in 
over 50 countries in the EMEA area. The 
end result is a family of robust and 
reliable cars that was made in one of the 
world’s best automotive factories, the 
Tofaş plant in Bursa, which has been 
awarded a Gold Medal in the World Class 
Manufacturing classification.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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We needed a 
break from 

our busy routine. 
When we both 
worked full-time 
jobs, we always had 
time for getaways. 
Retirement changes 
all of that. We are 
so busy that we sold 
our sailboat as we 
had no time for it.

So we marked 
our calendars—
March 27 through 
March 31, when 
we would be on 
the road to the 
Oregon Coast. I had just finished having 
the wheels straightened and new tires 
installed. Along with this, I completed the 
350,000-mile oil and filter change. With 
the FIAT all packed up with our neces-
sities (wine and more wine), I backed 
out of the garage and ran into my Toyota 
pickup, putting a round, larger-than-a-sil-
ver-dollar dent in the left rear fender and 
a footlong dent in the side of my pickup. 
The pickup already has dents, so another 
is no big thing, but the FIAT? A terrible 
way to start the trip.

From our home three miles south of 
Port Townsend, we headed down High-
way 20 along Discovery Bay, a curvy 
drive with great views. We turned east 
on Highway 104 and after several miles, 
turned south on 101. As always, the drive 
along the west side of Hood Canal is fun 
with many curves, several small towns, 
and lovely views. I’ve driven it many times 
and each time is different as traffic and 
weather change.

This time, I followed a tourist sticking 
to the speed limit for too many miles. He 

finally pulled over and let me by. Four miles south of Shelton, we 
turned right on 108 to McCleary and then onto Highway 12. At 
Montesano, we turned onto 107, which took us through miles of 
logged land before we turned south on 101. The weather was clear, 
so the top came down. 

The drive south from South Bend to Naselle contained some of 
the best curves of the drive, so I pushed the FIAT hard, seldom us-
ing fifth gear. Here we met Highway 410, driving 12 miles until we 
found 101 again and crossed the high bridge leading into Astoria. 
We checked into a motel and spent the next day and a half explor-
ing this historic place and the wonderful Maritime Museum. This 
town deserved more time, but we moved on.

We stopped in Seaside for a latte. As spring break was under-
way, the town was filled with young people with raging hormones. 
We found it best to keep heading south. There is nothing like the 
Oregon Coast for sheer beauty. Although we’ve driven this route 
many times, we can’t stop “ooing” and “aahing” every time. 

We found a very nice motel across the road from the ocean 
just south of Cannon Beach. A fine dinner was consumed close by 
and our evening was completed by the latest political news on TV, 
tempered by snacks and our aforementioned wine supply.

   In the morning, we walked the beach to the roar of the sea 
with no wind and a bright sun. In Cannon Beach, we found the 
perfect breakfast and were soon heading back north. Once into 
Washington, our plans went south. On the curvy road back to 
South Bend, I went a bit crazy. With no traffic, I really started 

Our Three-Day Trip in the FIAT 124  By Rex Rice
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pushing the FIAT hard. I turned north on 101 at Hoquiam and the 
adrenalin really kicked in. By the time I came back to my senses, I 
was hungry and we were in Forks.

After a quick lunch and since we were only 103 miles from 
home, I continued to beat the FIAT until we were there.

Conclusion: Carrie should have stopped me, but as she was 
frantically holding on, she didn’t.

The FIAT loved the drive. It used no oil or water but did use 
more gasoline than usual.

Our five-day trip was over in three days. Carrie says I owe her 
another slower and more relaxing trip.

The little dollar-sized dent that started this trip? The first esti-
mate was $498.

Happy motoring!   

The Room  By Rex Rice

3/15/14, 10 am     Playwright’s Workshop

Assignment:   You are in a room. Someone else is there. 
You have 14 minutes to write something.

The smell:  A mixture of motor oil, gasoline, and grease. 
The sun shines through the dirty multipane window, 
lighting up the floor.  Memories rush in.  The added smell 
of greasy coveralls, the hands with knuckles that were 
never clean, the sounds of tools hitting the concrete floor.

A movement.
In the darkest corner, she stands very still. Even after 

many years, he recognizes her immediately.
“Rene!”
She smiles. Crinkles line her face and eyes, but she 

is still very beautiful.  He walks over to her, reaching out 
with one hand.  She takes it with one of hers, warm and 
smooth.  More memories flood in.

“I can’t believe it’s really you! I’ve spent years 
wondering where you went, and more years wondering 
why.”

“I’m here now.  Isn’t that all that matters?” Her eyes 
are moist. 

“What brings you back to me?” His heart is 
pounding. 

“I think my clutch is going out.”

Club Officers

President
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/Vintage Cars
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant
206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com
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VP David Moise conducted the regular 
North End meeting. Twenty-two mem-
bers were present. David welcomed Mike 
Wayte back from a health challenge after 
being absent from the last few meetings.

David thanked the Pruczinskis, Alex 
Sargeant, and Carrie and Rex Rice for 
helping with the car show, as they usually 
do.

Treasurer’s Report

• Treasurer Leroy Mietzner reported 
we are solvent. He indicated that 
since we charged less for registration 
for the car show this year, it netted 
us less income, even though we 
had a good attendance. However, 
we were able to donate $680 to Life 
Enrichment Options, the charity 
sponsored by the Triple XXX 
Restaurant.

Old Business
• The Northwest Historics Car Corral 

will he held as usual on July 2nd. 
More information will be available 
on our website. The price is good at 
$30 for car and driver. For that sum 
you get to see a lot of cool old cars 
and drive a few laps on the Pacific 
Raceway track. What a bargain! 
Suzanne Rian made a motion that the 
club purchase a block of 20 tickets 
as we usually do. It was moved and 
seconded and unanimously passed. If 
someone wants to attend, they should 
contact Leroy and send in the money 
and registration form found on our 
website, and he will mail you  a ticket.

• We briefly discussed our All-Italian 
Car Show held in April. Questions 
were asked about the registration fee 

as well as the time the show should end. David suggested the 
time to discuss and make decisions on these topics would be at 
the car show organizational meeting.

• The Primavera Tour will be on May 21st. It will begin at 
the Panera Bread Store in Issaquah with a 9:45 am drivers 
meeting and a 10 am start. The ending will be in Monroe 
(approximately 80 miles) at Dave and Tina’s house, with a 
picnic. Bring salads, desserts or sides. Anyone with questions 
or to RSVP can contact Dave or Tina at 360-794-0297.

• Bert Cripe has a rally planned from Griots Garage in 
Tacoma to the July 9th picnic at Greg’s house in Olympia. 
The picnic this year will be a celebration of our club’s 25th 
anniversary.

• A Blind Gymkhana is the main anniversary event. If you 
have never attended one—or driven in one—you won’t want 
to miss this! First, a track is mowed into the tall grass. Then 
drivers are blindfolded and have to follow their navigators’ 
directions to stay on the path and complete the course. We 
plan to give out prizes to those brave souls who compete. We’ll 
have a lot of fun! So circle the date!!! Greg and Elinor have 
an outdoor pizza oven that makes delicious pizza. Bring any 
special topping you would like, a salad or dessert, and any 
folding chairs. Greg and Elinor or the club will provide the rest.

Evening’s Program
• Our speaker was Ashley Shoemaker, Regional Territorial 

Manager for Haggerty Insurance. She explained that the 
company insures newer, modern collector cars, as well as 
vintage motorcycles, military vehicles, boats, hydroplanes, 
tractors, and vintage fuel pumps. They also carry 
endorsements for spare parts, tools, and equipment. Their 
Top Ten Plan covers towing for 150 miles and all cars in the 
household. Haggerty is also very active in supporting youth 
organizations.

• Several important highlights she mentioned are that with 
Haggerty, there is an agreed value; they can either write a 
policy directly or work through an agent with the same rate. 
They publish a quarterly magazine that is available for a 
subscription cost. They also publish an email blast.

The meeting ended with door prize drawings.   

FEN Meeting Notes
May 6, 2016    

Respectfully submitted, Sooz Rian, 

North-End Secretary

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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For Sale
Seahawk Blue 1980 FIAT 124 Sport Spider 
2000 Convertible, $8,500

What it is: 1980 FIAT Pininfarina 124 Sport Spider 
2000 2-door convertible, small roadster.  This car is from a 
private collection of FIATs.

We bought this car from a guy whose dad had a private collection of FIATs 
in California. Garaged. Beautiful car.  We have loved driving it. For awhile it 
was our only car. Runs terrific, looks great. My back is giving me trouble, and 
this car just sits too low to the ground. I can no longer climb in and out of our 
sweet car, so my husband and I are selling it.

This car is one of the top three most successful sports cars ever made. 
Perfect for a classic car collector. A charming Italian-designed car. It’s great 
to have the wind blowing in your hair while cruising down your favorite winding roads, but the combination of 
hearing the engine and the purity of the moment is something all driving enthusiasts understand. First hitting the 
market in 1966, the 124 Sport Spider was a 2+2 convertible that was designed by Sergio Pininfarina himself.  It 
went on sale in Europe before it arrived in the US. Nearly 200,000 Spiders were built in its 19-year production run, 
about 75 percent of which were made specifically for the US. 

Just over 30 years old, this 124 Sport Spider is in nice shape and its Pininfarina-designed body still looks fabulous 
today.  The 1995-cc FIAT Twin Cam made 86 hp in 1980, which beat the out the final-year MGB’s 62.5 hp. It is an 
automatic, but it has a fuel-injected system, which is rare! This thing rocks! Fast in the corners, this car is peppy and 
has some zip, not to mention classic good looks, and great on gas!

$3,000 in receipts for recent work done fall 2015 tuneup: replaced water outlet, radiator hose, radiator cap, 
clamps, fixed leak in transmission, transmission gaskets, new transmission kickdown cable, value cover gasket, 
rebuild oil pump, throttle cable, oil pan, flasher light unit, replaced flex joint, replaced outer tie rod ends, new 
starter, replaced motor mount, front brake hoses, calipers rebuild, rear main seal, timing belt, new wiper blades.

Give me a call if you want to see it and drive it.  Steve Kienholz 253-377-1370

VIN: 124CS0-00166479
Number of Cylinders: 4
Transmission:  Automatic
Engine and Fuel Injection 
System:  2.0-liter unit with 102 
hp 1995-cc 214 GAS DOHC 
naturally aspirated; Bosch;  air and 
throttle control
Mileage: 21,000
Drive Type: RWD
Vehicle Title: Clear
Exterior Color: Blue

Interior Color: Beige
Options: Leather seats
Fuel Type: Gas
Options and Condition:  
Runs and drives great, solid 
condition inside and out. It’s 
been upgraded with a Pioneer 
CD AM/FM stereo, new carpets, 
new paint job a couple years 
back, new interior, new top, 
new tires, new battery, and  
new alternator.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Here’s a nugget for folks who drive vehicles with a very low 
front bumper/air dam intended to improve aerodynamics and 

stability and/or appearance—common mostly on higher-end cars, 
as well as vehicles which have been modified.

Several months ago I was in Cary, NC, visiting car dealers to 
see whether they were interested in providing copies of my Road-
side Survival book to their customers. The Audi dealer invited me 
to sit down in his office, and then, after we had talked briefly about 
the book, he asked me a strange question (I believe he was testing 
me). He pointed to an Audi parked in the showroom and asked 
me to look at the extremely low clearance between the front air 
dam and the ground. He said that many Audi owners had gotten 
their front air dams hung up on curbs while parking, so that when 
the driver backed up, the air dam would be damaged or torn off. 
He told me that Audi engineers had been asked to come up with a 
solution; he asked me what I thought their solution was.

I recalled a technique I had used several times when a flat front 
tire caused the car’s forward side lift point to be just a hair too low 
to accept my jack. I had then placed some lumber from my trunk 
on the ground just in front of (or behind) the flat tire and had the 
driver move his vehicle a bit so the flat tire rolled up on top of 
the piece of lumber, elevating the front of the car and its lift point 
enough so my jack would fit under the lift point.

So, I told the Audi dealer that my solution to his question was 
to give each Audi customer two short pieces of 2" x 4" board to 
place snugly behind the front wheels before backing up from the 
curb, which would immediately elevate the air dam just enough to 
free it from the curb.  The dealer replied that the Audi engineers 
had come up with the identical idea.

Love those low-tech solutions!

Walt’s Tips:
• If your vehicle has a low front air dam/front bumper, stow two 

short pieces of 2" x 4" wood: one for each front wheel.

• If you get hung up, don’t forget  to deploy the 2 x 4s before 
backing up. 

• Then, don’t forget to retrieve the 2 x 4s for next time.   

Low-Tech Solution to 
Hung-Up Front Bumpers 
Walt Brinker, author of Roadside Survival

This book is a collection of practical, 
low-tech wisdom and advice gained 
from over 2,000 free-of-charge 
roadside assists the author has 
performed as a hobby. Content is  
based on hands-on experience,  
not theory.   

There are two kinds of drivers: (1) 
those who have experienced a disabled 
vehicle, and (2) those who will.  Two 
hundred million licensed motor vehicle 
drivers in the United States expose 
themselves routinely to significant risk 
while betting that they will not become 
stranded when they drive. 

This book can help them see  
otherwise and show them how to 
prevent, prepare for, and contend  
with that eventuality.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
June 1  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting 
begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner from 
the regular menu.

June 4–6  Three-Day Tour to Winthrop, 
staged by the MG Car Club Northwest Centre. 
Destination is the Sun Mountain Lodge in 
Winthrop. More details on FEN website.

June 10  Sno-Isle Vocational Facility TECH 
Skills Meet. More details on FEN website. If you 
have any questions, give Paul Feuerpfeil a call at 
206-612-3103.

June 10  Griot’s Garage Second Friday 
Evening Cruise-In. An event at Griot’s Garage 
(3333 South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA 98409). 
An informal gathering of cars on the second 
Friday evening of May–September, 2016, from 
4–9 pm.

July 1  No regular meeting in July, annual 
Picnic instead.

July 1–3  SOVREN Pacific Northwest 
Historic and Car Corral. More details to come 
when they are available.

July 8  Griot’s Garage Second Friday 
Evening Cruise-In. (Repeat of May 13 event.)

July 9  FEN’s 25th Anniversary Celebration 
Event! Driving Event Portion: The day begins 
with an optional driving tour; the starting point is 
Griot’s Garage retail store in Tacoma, with a drivers’ 
meeting at 9:45 am. The tour winds through the 
countryside on back roads to end at the home of 
club president Greg Smith near Olympia.

Picnic Portion: Greg has an outdoor pizza oven 
that will be used to bake the main dish for the 
meal. Dough, sauce, and cheese will be provided, 
but it is BYOB if you care to AND be sure to 
bring whatever toppings you would like to put 
on your pizza! Contact Greg is you have special 
dietary needs … Please bring a side dish to share 
and a lawn chair for yourself. 

The highlight of the day will be a Blind 
Gymkhana. This test of driver/navigator skill 
involves the driver being blindfolded while 
attempting to complete a mowed course in a 
field of grass by following directions given by 
the navigator! Speed is definitely NOT helpful 
in the event! Always a hilarious sight to see. It is 
recommended that married couples be placed on 
separate teams for the benefit of the relationship! 
More details will be made available as the date 
approaches. Please RSVP to Greg Smith at 
president@fiatnorthwest.org.

July 21–24  Mirafiori’s Oregon campout 
and track day near Ashland. Details will be 
posted once announced by the organizers.

Aug 3  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting 
begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner from 
the regular menu.

Aug 6  Northwest Alfa Romeo Club’s Viva 
Italia Car Show. Great new venue this year at the 
St. Edwards State Park in Kirkland. Details will be 
posted once made known. Meanwhile visit their 
website at www.nwalfaclub.com.

Aug 12  Griot’s Garage Second Friday 
Evening Cruise-In. An event at Griot’s Garage 
(3333 South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA 98409). 
An informal gathering of cars on the second 
Friday evening of May–September, 2016, from 
4–9 pm.

More exciting events on the FEN website!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Above, left column: 2017 FIAT 124 Spider, 
Abarth trim, from /www.6speedonline.com/; 
2017 FIAT Viaggio, www.wikimedia.org.

Above, right column: 2017 FIAT 124 Spider, 
Lusso edition, from www.hdcarwallpapers.com/.  

Opposite page, left column:  
Euro FIAT 500X, www.http://immagini.alvolante.it/.

Opposite page, right column:   
Citroën Ds3, www.2.bp.blogspot.com.

A Few Facts and Some Rumors
Article by Alex Sargeant

First, the facts.
Now that the 2017 FIAT 124 Spider is about to arrive, FIAT 

has finally announced pricing and packaging information. The prod-
uct line starts with the Classica trim level at just $24,995 for a man-
ual transmission and cloth seats. The only two options at this level 
are the automatic transmission and the technology package. The 
technology package has keyless entry and start, backup camera, and 
improved stereo. The Lusso trim level (above) starts at $27,495 and 
makes leather seats and the technology package standard. Upgrades 
include the automatic transmission, additional technology features, 
and a premium sound system with speakers in the headrests.

The Abarth trim level (above left) begins at $28,195 and includes 
the Abarth sport-tuned suspension and special Abarth interior and 
exterior trim. Options include the automatic transmission and the 
same technology packages as the Lusso trim. The first Spiders are 
in transit now and may be arriving by the end of June. For reasons 
known only to FIAT, the cars are being shipped from the factory in 
Hiroshima to Italy before they come to the US for sale.

Now on to the rumors. Rumor Number 1: We’re all aware that 
Sergio Marchionne has repeatedly stated that his career goal is to 
find a merger partner for FCA before he retires in 2018. FCA stock 
took a big jump during the second week of May when a rumor 
surfaced out of China that Guangzhou Auto Group (GAC) was 
interested in purchasing a large share of FCA.

Fact:  The first Spiders are in  
transit now and may be arriving  
by the end of June. For reasons 
known only to FIAT, the cars are 
being shipped from the factory 
in Hiroshima to Italy before they 
come to the US for sale.
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GAC, founded in 1997, is the sixth largest vehicle manufacturer 
in China. GAC has specialized in joint ventures with global brands 
including Peugeot, Isuzu, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Honda, and FCA. The 
current venture with FCA began in 2009 and produces the FIAT 
Viaggio (sedan on opposite page) (based on the Dodge Dart) for 
the Chinese market. A week later, the rumor fizzled out with strong 
denials from both sides, and the FCA stock value gains eroded.

Rumor Number 2: The French government is seeking to sell 
its share in PSA-Citroën and has been openly courting FCA and 
other automakers attempting to put together a deal. Marchionne 
has repeatedly denied that FCA has any interest in a merger, but 
many industry analysts think that Marchionne would be very in-
terested if the price was right. The fit with FCA is much like the fit 
with Chrysler. Acquiring Chrysler provided FIAT with an estab-
lished parts, service, and dealer network in North America for far 
less cost than developing it themselves. PSA-Citroën is very strong 
in Africa and the Middle East, both areas where FCA lacks distri-
bution networks and dealers. This merger would probably not be 
the major merger that Marchionne seeks, but it may be a stepping 
stone to a bigger deal later with another manufacturer.

Rumor Number 3: The broadening emissions irregularity 
probe in Germany has expanded beyond VW to almost all auto 
manufacturers. In the last week in May, FCA was summoned to 
appear at a German hearing and failed to show up. The FIAT 
model in question is the diesel version of the FIAT 500X (above). 
It’s one of 30 models from eight manufacturers that the German 
Transport ministry says has excessive NOx (nitrogen oxide) 
emissions. The German government has threated to ban sales in 
Germany for all FIAT models if FCA continues to avoid attending 
the hearings. FCA stock has reacted by slipping in value. FCA 
stock is among the most volatile of all major manufacturers.   

Rumor Number 3:  
The broadening emissions 

irregularity probe in Germany  
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

2013–2016 FIAT 500e recalled for software glitch (Yahoo Tech, May 31, 2016)  
https://www.yahoo.com/tech/2013-2016-fiat-500e-recalled-145400219.html

FIAT Tipo 1.4 T-Jet Lounge, car review: New hatch promises value and practicality (Independent, May 30, 2016)  
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/motoring/road-tests/fiat-tipo-14-t-jet-lounge-car-review-new-hatch-promises-
value-and-practicality-a7057066.html

2016 FIAT 500X Lounge Review (Car Advice, May 31, 2016)
http://www.caradvice.com.au/447999/2016-fiat-500x-lounge-review/

Google, FIAT Chrysler begin work on self-driving minivans (Wall Street Journal, May 25, 2016)  
http://www.wsj.com/articles/google-fiat-chrysler-begin-work-on-self-driving-minivans-1464200180

Now Germany is accusing FIAT of running dirty diesels (Fortune, May 23, 2016)  
http://fortune.com/2016/05/23/germany-fiat-diesel-emissions-ban/

FIAT Chrysler increasing Maserati Levante production (The Detroit News, May 26, 2016)
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/chrysler/2016/05/26/fiat-chrysler-increasing-maserati-
levante-production/84998122/

Special-edition FIAT Panda produced to celebrate Euro 2016 (Car Dealer Magazine, May 31, 2016) 
http://cardealermagazine.co.uk/publish/special-edition-fiat-panda-produced-celebrate-euro-2016/115697

FIAT 500 at 50: How the little giant of cars has stood the test of time (The Globe & Mail, May 26, 2016) 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-drive/adventure/red-line/fiat-500-at-50-how-the-little-giant-of-cars-
has-stood-the-test-of-time/article30179334/

Alfa Romeo Stelvio to target Porsche Macan (Drive, May 31, 2016)   
http://www.drive.com.au/motor-news/alfa-romeo-stelvio-to-target-porsche-macan-20160531-gp81fr.html

FIAT Chrysler finds new boss for Alfa Romeo, Maserati (Wall Street Journal, May 24, 2016)
http://www.wsj.com/articles/fiat-chrysler-finds-new-boss-for-alfa-romeo-maserati-1464088964
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