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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian 
car (FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) 
enthusiasts who meet regularly 
throughout the year.  In general, our club 
is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and 
is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those 
months. The regular meeting location 
alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and 
other events throughout the year.

W ow, what a great turnout and amazing day we had in Is-
saquah at the recent 10th annual All-Italian Car Show. The 

exceptional top-down weather certainly didn’t hurt. As always, 
special thanks goes to the members who showed up very early 
and stayed late to make it all happen. And of course, it wouldn’t be 
much fun without everyone who drove and shared their incredible 
Italian beauties to demonstrate the variety and originality of Italian 
automobile design.

Early birds included Dave, Tina, Alex, and Chloe Pruczinski 
(yes, Sunday at 6:30 am), Dan and Sooz Rian, Mary Zeitner, Bert 
Cripe, Bob Usher, Greg Smith, Rex and Carrie Rice, and LeRoy 
Mietzner, all helping to set up, register participants, park cars, and 
answer questions. Bob Yetter did a great job with the sound system 
and as emcee, pointing out some of the more unusual and inter-
esting cars and their features. Many other members were there to 
view, visit, and share their cars and enthusiasm.

It was especially nice to see such a great turnout of FIATs: tons 
of Spiders, a nice stable of 500s, at least 6 X1/9s, 2 Cabriolets, Don 
and Cheryl’s 850 Coupe and beautiful 131—and even a 1960 Jolly 
and a 1965 Moretti Coupe. Mike Stinson drove all the way from 
Pocatello, Idaho, to exercise his Blue Brava.

The variety and quality of Alfas was another standout—from 
Greg Whitten’s unbelievable P3, many Spiders, a standout green 
Giulia Coupe, and Guilia Super sedan to the new 4C Coupe that 
Alex Sargeant drove. Lots of other marques rounded out the show, 
and as always, Jose and the crew at XXX made sure that no one 
went home hungry!

We have plenty more fun to look forward to this spring and 
summer, and so far the warm, sunny days should be encouraging 
us all to get outside and motor. Check the FEN calendar for details 
and please join us at Spiro’s in Shoreline for the monthly North 
FEN meeting on May 4.   

See you there … David Moise, Vice-President
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The All-Italian Car Show     April 19, 2016
Photos by Bob Usher unless otherwise specified. Description of the show in David Moise’s VP Message on page 1.

Photo by Rex Rice.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org May 2016 The FIAT-isti   3 

www.fiatnorthwest.org


4   The FIAT-isti May 2016 www.fiatnorthwest.org

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org May 2016 The FIAT-isti   5 

Above: Greg Whitten’s 1932 Alfa Romeo P3 draws a crowd.

Above: Classic Rat-Rod–Style American Hot Rod.
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The Keno Brothers New York City 
2015 auction was held November 

18–19 at Skylight Clarkson Square in 
Soho, New York City, resulting in more 
than $8.3 million in total sales.

Amidst a full house with a “gallery” 
emphasis, Keno Brothers Fine Automo-
bile Auctions sought to break new ground 
in how an auction is presented—utilizing 
a multimedia experience to tap the imag-
ination of the packed house with roughly 
1,500 attendees—creating a first impres-
sion for the Keno brand that was defined 
by a salon setting.

Leslie Keno, Co-CEO of Keno Fine 
Automobile Auctions, stated, “We’ve as-
sembled a world-class team of specialists 
for each marque, including well-known 
historians, to provide the provenance of 
each car with as much clarity as possible.”

The top result at the debut Keno Brothers Fine Automobile 
Auctions event went to the 1968 Bizzarrini Strada 5300 that sold 
for $1,010,800, a North American record for a Bizzarrini Strada 
5300 at auction. It was followed by the Keno Brothers’s very own 
1969 Lamborghini Miura P400 S that hammered sold for $974,400, 
the 1965 Aston Martin DB5 that made $950,000 and the 1968 Toy-
ota 2000 GT at $683,200.

Other notable results included the 1999 Lamborghini Diablo 
GT, one of 80 produced and one of six in the US, that sold for an 
auction world-record of $616,000, and the 1929 Bugatti T40 that 
competed in the Algerian Sahara Rally in 1930 brought $464,800, 
marking a world record at auction for a Bugatti T40.   

Keno Brothers and RM Sotheby’s 2015 
Auctions in New York  Sports Car Digest, November 24, 2015
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Keno Brothers New York City 2015 — Top Ten Auction Results

1. 1968 Bizzarrini Strada 5300 – $1,010,800
2. 1969 Lamborghini Miura P400 S – $974,400
3. 1965 Aston Martin DB5 – $950,000
4. 1968 Toyota 2000 GT – $683,200
5. 1999 Lamborghini Diablo GT – $616,000
6. 1983 Porsche / March 83G-4 IMSA – $509,600
7. 2013 Lamborghini Aventador 50th Anniversary – $504,000
8. 1929 Bugatti Type 40 – $464,800
9. 1997 Porsche Turbo 993 S Coupe – $442,400
10. 1961 Jaguar E-Type Roadster – $380,800

A Closer Look at Several of the Cars
1957 FIAT 1200 TV
Sold at $72,800
S/N 103G115003704

Powder blue with blue cloth top over me-
dium-blue leather interior. 55-hp, 1.2-liter 
V-4; four-speed manual transmission. As 
seen at Keno Brothers. Excellent paint and 
very good brightwork. Exceptionally clean 
interior; well-done cloth top. Restored in 
the 1990s; more than $31,000 was report-
edly spent in the process.

A second-generation example of the 
FIAT 1100 TV Trasformabile, where TV 
means “Turismo Veloce” and Trasform-
abile means “convertible.” Some 3,393 
examples of FIAT’s first convertible were 
built by Pininfarina, although the compa-
ny vigorously denied designing it. (As well 
it might.) This example has also been seen 
at two Bonhams sales, bringing $39,780 in 
2008 and $35,100 in 2010. The car looks 
like quite a bit of money has been spent 
since its last sale to make it nicer. The baby 
blue doesn’t hurt its cuteness factor, and so 
it brought all the money in NYC.

(Description from Automobilemag.com.)
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1967 Bizzarrini Strada 5300
Sold at $1,010,800
S/N IA3*0303

In 1966, Bizzarrini S.p.A. released a 
beautiful, street-legal Grifo A3/C badged 
as the Bizzarrini GT 5300 Strada (or 
Bizzarrini GT America, depending on 
the market). Most of the GT 5300 Stra-
das had an aluminum body and most of 
the GT Americas had a fiberglass body. 
The mechanicals were unchanged, except 
that the GT 5300 used a De Dion rear 
suspension, and the GT America models 
used an independent rear suspension. 
The Bizzarrini GT 5300, a continuation of 
Bizzarrini’s work on the Ferrari 250 GTO, 
is low slung, very aerodynamic, and made 
of lightweight aluminum alloy. Bizzarrini 
pushed the engine even further to the rear, which allowed the front to be lower for improved aerodynamics over the 
250 GTO, and he raked the windscreen much more than the GTO to allow the GT 5300 to be even more slippery.

The GT 5300 Strada is an all-aluminum, two-seater berlinetta of monocoque construction with independent 
front suspension with unequal length wishbones and coil springs, anti-roll bar and telescopic shock absorbers, rigid 
De Deon rear axle located by two pairs of longitudinal parallel radius rods and transverse Watt linkage, coil springs 
and telescopic shock absorbers. Three GT 5300s were built as beautiful Style Italia-designed Spyders (with a tar-
ga-like top), all of which survive. The Bizzarrini GT 5300s are very rare and desirable collector cars today. No one 
really knows how many GT 5300s are still in existence, because the Bizzarrini factory records have been lost.

(Description from KenoBrothers.com.)

1960 Lancia Appia Zagato GTE
Sold at $92,400
S/N 81201-3277

Rosso Corsa over bone and brown leather 
interior. 54-hp, 1.1-liter OHV V-4; four-
speed automatic transmission. Good paint 
and chrome brightwork. As seen at Keno 
Brothers, it looks very good overall, but it’s 
not a fresh, show-quality restoration.

Named for the Appian Way of ancient 
Rome, this small, rear-wheel-drive car was 
engineered for Lancia by Vittorio Jano, famous for his grand prix racers. Some 98,000 Appia sedans were built be-
tween 1953 and 1963, but 5,161 platforms also made their way to Farina, Vignale, and Zagato, where custom bodies 
were created. Of these, the Appia Zagato GTE is the raciest, and it finished first, second, and third in class at the 1957 
Mille Miglia. Now that Ferrari, Lamborghini, and Maserati values are zooming upward, more Americans are turning 
to Italian brands for cars that offer rarity and style.   (Description from Automobilemag.com.)
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1969 Lamborghini Miura P400 S
Sold at $974,400
S/N 4377

Rosso Corsa over tan leather. 360-hp, 
3.9-liter DOHC V-12; five-speed manual 
transmission. One of two S models de-
livered with cinghiale (wild boar) leather 
interior. As seen at the Keno Brothers 
auction, the paintwork is said to be original 
with the exception of some touch-up on 
the left front fender. Factory air-condition-
ing, original tool kit, and owner’s manual.

A nice presentation. The Miura S was the middle of three series of Miura models, and it was followed by the SV. 
With its Bertone-built bodywork as styled by Marcello Gandini, this is one of the most recognizable and collectible 
cars on the planet. This very example sold just one year prior in Paris for $1,069,000, so the consigner of this Lam-
borghini took a loss even before the inevitable expenses are added. What we have here is currency exchange, not car 
collecting.     (Description from Automobilemag.com.)

Feature Car: 1964 Porsche 356C 
1600 SC Cabriolet by Reutter
Sold at $1,760,000
S/N 160371

Psychedelic artwork over black leather 
interior. 95-hp, 1.6-liter OHV flat-four; 
four-speed manual transmission. As seen 
at RM Sotheby’s, this is no trailer queen, 
as there is wear and tear as well as obvi-
ous deterioration on the top and in the 
interior. Purchased by singer Janis Joplin 
in 1968, driven on the street by her family 
following her death in 1970, then dis-
played at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
since 1995.

The Story Behind the Sale
New York City had not one but two 
high-profile auctions in the final days of 
2015—Keno Brothers and RM Sothe-
by’s. As you might guess, NYC is not an 
inexpensive place to hold an auction, and 
when you consider the further cost of 
wrangling cars in tight places such as the 

Closer Look at Keno Cars, continued on page 10

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Driving a Topolino By Rex Rice

When I was in the Air Force, I spent two and 
a half years (1958–1960) in Tripoli, Libya, as 
a musician in the 17th Air Force Band. Our job 
was to travel the Mediterranean area as musical 
goodwill ambassadors.

From Morocco to Turkey, we brought 
American big band jazz to the countries 
bordering the sea, except Egypt because our lead 
alto sax player was a Jew and Nasser was leading 
the UAR (the United Arab Republic), so our player 
refused to go there. During the first few months 
of my travels, I saw plenty of cars and the ‘Strata 
de Topolino’ (Road Mouse) always caught my eye.

One day, I saw an ad in the paper:  “1939 
FIAT Topolino for sale, 640,000 Lire.”  I called the 
phone number and arranged to meet the owner 
in downtown Tripoli.   The owner was an Arab who 
was selling the car for his uncle. 

I drove it around town amidst the donkey 
carts and horse carriages, amazed at its suicide 
doors, tiny cab, and lack of power.  I don’t think 
it had ever been worked on since it was new.  It 
burned oil but didn’t overheat or knock.

After the drive, I looked it over.  The interior 
was badly worn and the folding roof was in 
tatters. Lifting up the hood, I saw that the 18-hp 
500-cc engine was backwards—the radiator in 
the firewall and not behind the grill. Good idea! 
If you ran into something, the radiator was safe. 
Clever Italians.

As much as I loved Topos, I couldn’t see 
spending $900 for this one. I would have to ship 
it to the US and it would take months to drive it 
back to Seattle on back roads. I was also in love 
with a Citroën Traction but couldn’t afford it either. 
So I settled for a ‘51 Mercury that got me around 
just fine, mostly in first and second gear, dodging 
donkey carts and carriages for the remainder of 
my time in Tripoli.

10th floor of the building where the RM Sotheby’s event 
took place, well, you get the picture about the up-front 
investment here. These are extraordinary times for col-
lector car auctions, and the days of throwing up a tent 
and selling a few cars are quickly fading. Big spenders 
want great cars at great events in great places, and this 
is the only kind of presentation they will open their 
wallets for.

RM Sotheby’s made particularly good use of the 
Janis Joplin car to promote its sales event, and the story 
of this Porsche’s unique history appeared in all kinds 
of media. It’s the first time the car has been up for sale 

since Joplin bought it in Los Angeles for $3,500. Dave 
Richards, a roadie for her band, Big Brother and the 
Holding Company, was paid $500 to give the car its 
signature paint job, which is called “The History of the 
Universe.” After Joplin’s family drove the car for many 
years, the 356 was repainted with careful attention to 
detail, but it’s a re-creation nevertheless. The buyer paid 
for an important slice of rock ’n’ roll history, which is 
the kind of value-added component that makes a car 
worth the big money.  

(Description from Automobilemag.com.)

Closer Look at Keno Cars, continued from page 9
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So far last month we haven’t made 
much headway with the car. We got 

back the serviced heater core, radiator, 
and gas tank. We’re very happy with the 
work and friendly service from Stan’s 
Radiator.

I have two new pairs of Lancia brake 
rotors. The rotor diameter, thickness, and 
offset are correct, but the center needs 
to be machined to fit a FIAT hub. I have 
a family friend who does machine work 
who offered to do it for us.

If you are interested to see our 
progress (or lack thereof) in person and 
are local, please feel free to join us on May 
21st for the Tour Primavera. It is a drive 
that we host and it ends at our house.   

Pruczinski Project: Sofia Update
Article and photos by Dave Pruzcinski

1961 Jaguar E Type Roadster
Sold at $974,400
S/N 875323

It is extremely unlikely that one will ever 
see another OBL E-type in this color 
combination, restored to this level of 
perfection, and with this much attention 
to detail. It was totally disassembled: the 
body stripped to bare metal, placed on a 
rotisserie, body-worked, metal-finished, 

and leaded as needed. All body parts and chrome were test-fitted to the E-Type while it was in bare metal. The body 
was primed, sealed, and painted with multiple coats of base and clear. Finally, it was color-sanded and buffed to a 
superb finish. All systems and components, from front to rear, were restored or replaced. The engine, differential, 
transmission, clutch, and electrical, brake, and fuel systems were fully restored, rebuilt, or replaced. All rubber parts 
on the car are now new, including the outstanding wide-whitewall tires, the same as the ones on the cars shown in 
the 1961 New York and Paris Auto shows. In addition, the chrome has been re-plated to show-level quality. It has all 
new upholstery in the correct material, which has been fitted and installed by master upholsterers. 

(Description from KenoBrothers.com.)   
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Club Officers

President
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/Vintage Cars
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant
206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

FEN Meeting Notes
April 6, 2016

Respectfully submitted,  

Carrie Rice, South-End Secretary

The South-End meeting at Amanta’s in Renton was called to order 
by Vice-President David Moise at 7 pm.

Treasurer’s Report
• LeRoy Mietzner, Treasurer, reported we have money in the bank.

Reports and Announcements
• There was no new business.
• New member Frank Spicer of Auto Logic was introduced.

Old Business
• Dave and Tina Pruczinski announced details for the May 

21st Primavera. The drive begins at Panera Bread in Issaquah 
with the drivers meeting at 9:45 am. The route is 80 miles with 
several planned stops.

• Remember the 25th Anniversary picnic at Greg Smith’s on 
July 9.

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.   

Carrie Rice and Jiggles enjoying this spring’s mild top-down weather.  
Rumor has it that Jiggles drives circles around his owners. Photo by Rex Rice.
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www.fiatnorthwest.org May 2016 The FIAT-isti   13 

FEN Calendar

May 13  Griot’s Garage Second Friday 
Evening Cruise-In. A new event at Griot’s 
Garage (3333 South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA);
an informal gathering of cars on the second 
Friday evening of May through September, 2016, 
from 4 to 9 pm.

May 21  Primavera Tour hosted by the 
Pruczinskis. “Be prepared to enjoy this scenic, 
leisurely drive. This year we are going to revisit 
one of our original and much-loved tours. We 
begin in Issaquah and make our way, stopping 
at flower nurseries, to end at our home in 
Snohomish for an Italian-themed potluck. There 
will be places to pick up last-minute potluck 
items. We look forward to hearing from you!”
Starting location is Panera Bread, 775 NW 
Gilman Blvd, Issaquah; located between exits 
15 and 17 off of I-90. Drivers’ meeting time at 
9:45 am. If you intend to go, please RSVP to the 
Pruczinskis at 360-794-0297 so they can have 
enough sets of route instructions for all!

June 1  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting 
begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner from 
the regular menu.

June 4–6  Three-Day Tour to Winthrop, 
staged by the MG Car Club Northwest Centre. 
Destination is the Sun Mountain Lodge in 
Winthrop. More details on FEN website.

June 10  Sno-Isle Vocational Facility TECH 
Skills Meet. More details on FEN website. If you 
have any questions, give Paul Feuerpfeil a call at 
206-612-3103.

June 10  Griot’s Garage Second Friday 
Evening Cruise-In. (Repeat of May 13 event.)

July 1  No regular meeting in July, annual 
Picnic instead.

July 1–3  SOVREN Pacific Northwest 
Historic and Car Corral. More details to come 
when they are available.

July 8  Griot’s Garage Second Friday 
Evening Cruise-In. (Repeat of May 13 event.)

July 9  FEN’s 25th Anniversary Celebration 
Event! Driving Event Portion: The day begins 
with an optional driving tour; the starting point is 
Griot’s Garage retail store in Tacoma, with a drivers’ 
meeting at 9:45 am. The tour winds through the 
countryside on back roads to end at the home of 
club president Greg Smith near Olympia.

Picnic Portion: Greg has an outdoor pizza oven 
that will be used to bake the main dish for the 
meal. Dough, sauce, and cheese will be provided, 
but it is BYOB if you care to AND be sure to 
bring whatever toppings you would like to put 
on your pizza! Contact Greg is you have special 
dietary needs … Please bring a side dish to share 
and a lawn chair for yourself. 

The highlight of the day will be a Blind 
Gymkhana. This test of driver/navigator skill 
involves the driver being blindfolded while 
attempting to complete a mowed course in a 
field of grass by following directions given by 
the navigator! Speed is definitely NOT helpful 
in the event! Always a hilarious sight to see. It is 
recommended that married couples be placed on 
separate teams for the benefit of the relationship! 
More details will be made available as the date 
approaches. Please RSVP to Greg Smith at 
president@fiatnorthwest.org.

More exciting events on the FEN website!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT Chrysler open to further partnership with Google (The Detroit News, May 6, 2016)  
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/chrysler/2016/05/06/fiat-chrysler-open-partnership-google/84019844/

Google, FIAT ink deal to make 100 self-driving minivans (USA Today, May 4, 2016)  
http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/news/2016/05/03/google-fiat-ink-deal-make-100-self-driving-minivans/83877878/

Review: The FIAT Tipo 1.4 T-Jet Turbo (Top Gear, May 6, 2016)
http://www.topgear.com/car-reviews/tipo/first-drive

New FIAT Tipo could turn the tide on the brand’s performance for the better (Irish Independent, May 6, 2016)  
http://www.independent.ie/life/motoring/car-news/new-fiat-tipo-could-
turn-the-tide-on-the-brands-performance-for-the-better-34690649.html

FIAT Chrysler’s Sergio Marchionne named Ferrari CEO (USA Today, May 2, 2016)  
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2016/05/02/ferrari-ceo-sergio-marchionne/83825132/

You don’t have to break the bank to get the FIAT 124 Spider (Yahoo News, May 1, 2016)
https://www.yahoo.com/tech/don-t-break-bank-fiat-190142923.html

Alfa Romeo Trionfo study looks to the past to shape the future (Carscoops, May 3, 2016) 
http://www.carscoops.com/2016/05/alfa-romeo-trionfo-study-is-inspired.html

Alfa Romeo could be a hit in China, according to FIAT Chrysler CEO (Road & Track, May 3, 2016) 
http://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/future-cars/news/a29046/alfa-romeo-china-marchionne/

There are suddenly tons of Italian cars for sale in the United States—here they all are (Business Insider, April 
30, 2016)  http://www.businessinsider.com/italian-cars-buy-in-the-us-in-2016-2016-4

Let this track video remind you how great the Maserati GranTurismo sounds (Road & Track, May 5, 2016)
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/videos/a29085/maserati-granturismo-mc-gt4-sound/

Celebrate Lamborghini’s 100th birthday with these vintage pictures of the sports car (Houston Chronicle, April 
29, 2016)  http://www.chron.com/cars/article/Celebrate-Lamborghini-s-100th-birthday-Centenario-7384501.php
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