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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian 
car (FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) 
enthusiasts who meet regularly 
throughout the year.  In general, our club 
is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and 
is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those 
months. The regular meeting location 
alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and 

other events throughout the year.

I f the bipolar weather didn’t give you a clue, all of the driving op-
portunities should have made it obvious—spring is finally here! 

And so starts what I like to call the Driving Season. The Driving 
Season includes most of spring, summer, and most of fall. While I 
do drive my Scorpion all year, the Driving Season is when it’s really 
fun, what with a cloth roof and all.

A couple of weekends ago I joined fellow enthusiasts for Bert 
Cripe’s Shamrock Rally, a FEN event attended by quite a few drivers 
and navigators. While it may seem crazy to drive for 2 hours from 
Olympia to Everett just to get to the start of a drive and then after-
ward drive another 2 hours home, it’s oddly enjoyable for me and 
my now 13 year-old daughter-navigator Hazel. The opportunities 
are not as often for us to be together for car events, so it was a nice 
time for both of us. Bert’s 
route took us all over the 
Snohomish Valley on some 
familiar roads, and we even 
got some window shopping 
time in the old downtown 
area of Snohomish as well.

Unfortunately at the 
end of the rally, it became 
apparent my exhaust 
downpipe had cracked, making for a louder-than-usual drive 
home. The Scorpion is already a loud car on the inside, and the 
separated pipes made it even worse. Still, somehow Hazel nod-
ded off on the way home. Fortunately traffic wasn’t terrible as can 
sometimes be the case on a Saturday through Seattle. 

While I can weld and I like to, I think I’ll get this remade at my 
local exhaust shop. I could get a stainless downpipe from England, 
but I want to support my local craftsman if I can. I’ve welded it 
before and the metal is just too thin and worn out to stay together.

Because of this exhaust problem I didn’t make it to the Citroën 
Club’s Spring Rally, so I hope it was a good driving event. There’s 
always a good turnout of a nice variety of cars.

Later this month is our club’s All-Italian Car Show at the XXX 
Drive-In in Issaquah. The trophies are ready, and now it’s just a 
matter of getting the word out as well as showing up to help—and 
show your car. One thing I like about our show is it’s okay to bring 
your project or otherwise imperfect vehicle. In my experience, it’s 
often these well-loved cars that get a lot of attention.

I hope you can make it to the next meeting at Amante, where 
we’ll hear from Bert about the MGCC Tulip Rally and make any 
last-minute arrangements for the car show. See you there!   

— Gregory Smith, President
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Shamrock Rally    Article by Bert Cripe, photo by Larry Gorg

We had a decent turnout for this 
light-hearted gimmick rally that 

followed a zig-zag route in southern 
Snohomish County.

Twenty people in 12 cars attended 
and attempted to answer the riddles that 
celebrated Irish humor during the week of 
St. Patrick’s Day.

We began the drive at Shawn O’Don-
nell’s in southeast Everett and finished at 
the Scuttlebutt on the waterfront of north-
west Everett.

The route was about 70 miles long with 
scheduled time for sightseeing in histor-
ic downtown sections of Snohomish and 
Monroe. While the sun did not appear, we didn’t suffer with any real amount of rain, and the roads were clear; we 
had worried there might be some flooding from the previous days of intense rain.

There was a wide range of cars, including examples of a Geo Metro, MG B, MGC C/GT, FIAT 124 Spider, FIAT 
500, new VW Beetle, Lancia Scorpion, VW Vanagon Syncro, and some daily drivers.  

Abarth 595 Wins “Best Cars 2016” Competition in Spain

The small Abarth triumphs in the 
“Best City Car of 2016” category. The 

prestigious title was bestowed by readers 
of Motorpress Ibérica magazines.

In Spain, the Abarth 595/695 was 
awarded the prestigious title of “Best Cars 
2016,” thanks to votes from readers of 
magazines Autopista, Automóvil, Coche 
Actual, and Autovía, issued by publishing 
company Motorpress Ibérica.

The awards ceremony was held at the 
legendary Santiago Bernabéu Stadium in 
Madrid in the presence of the most im-
portant figures of the Spanish automotive 
industry.

Official Press Release, February 25, 2016

Divided into 11 categories, the contest is considered a bench-
mark by authorities for everything regarding the image that cus-
tomers have of automobile manufacturers. And in the “Best City 
Car 2016” category, the jury awarded the Scorpion’s small-size car 
that allows all its customers to experience exhilarating driving.

Available in sedan or convertible, the Abarth 595 range 
features three trim levels (“Elaborabile,” “Turismo,” and “Compe-
tizione”), three power levels of the 1.4 T-jet engine (140 hp, 160 hp, 
and 180 hp) and two transmissions (five-speed manual or robot-
ised sequential). The Abarth 695 Biposto, the “smallest supercar,” 
completes the line-up. Delivering 190 hp, the car secures the thrills 
and technology of a real racing car on everyday roads.

The Spanish award joins the shelf alongside the German 
trophy recently won by the Abarth 595/695.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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This season, Abarth will be Official Sponsor and Official Car 
Supplier of the Movistar Yamaha MotoGP Team, lined up for 

the FIM MotoGP World Championship. The Scorpion brand has 
always been synonymous with innovation and performance, as 
confirmed by the new Abarth 124 spider presented at the recent 
International Motor Show in Geneva.

The partnership between Abarth and the Movistar Yamaha 
MotoGP Team continues this year after the prestigious hat-trick 
last season of worldwide success in rankings of drivers, manufac-
turers, and the Team.

The front fairing of the two YZR-M1 2016 bikes displays the 
Scorpion logo, synonymous with racing and the symbol of a legacy 
of victories and passion which introduced one of the great phe-
nomena of modern motor sports, confirmed at the recent Geneva 
International Motor Show. At the Swiss show, the brand attracted 
public attention thanks to the world première of the new Abarth 
124 spider. Available in dealerships beginning in September, it is 
already possible to order the first 2,500 models produced this year 
at the Officine Abarth in an exclusive, numbered edition at a price 
of 40,000 euros in Europe.

This is a fun, unconventional car, destined to become an icon 
of driving pleasure. Like every Abarth, in fact, the new 124 spider 
is designed for excitement and performance and has all the quali-
ties to satisfy even the most demanding drivers: rear-wheel drive, 
sophisticated suspension, and a 1.4 MultiAir 170 hp four-cylinder 
turbocharged engine under the bonnet, available with a six-speed 

Abarth alongside the Movistar Yamaha MotoGP
Official Press Release, March 18, 2016

manual or six-speed Sequenziale Sport-
ivo automatic transmission with steer-
ing-wheel paddle shifters.

The Abarth 595 Yamaha Factory Rac-
ing special series springs from the part-
nership between Abarth and Yamaha. The 
two brands have collaborated, developing 
the car in the way a racing bike is usually 
developed. Designs focused on engine 
power (up from 140 hp to 160 hp), the 
BMC filter, the suspension and the shock 
absorbers (Koni front and rear shock 
absorbers with FSD valves and Eibach 
springs), 17" matte black alloy wheel rims, 
and Record Monza exhaust.

Finally, since March 1, the passion 
that reigns on the racetrack and on board 
each Abarth car can be found in “The 
Scorpionship,” the brand’s only official 
community dedicated to car owners, 
collectors, Abarth club members, and 
fans. Subscribing at the scorpionship.
abarth.com website provides plenty of 
exciting advantages, promotions, and 
racing opportunities as well as exclusive 
invites to meetings for fans.  

Available in dealerships beginning in 
September, the new Abarth 124 Spider 

is already possible to order the first 
2,500 models produced this year  

at the Officine Abarth in an  
exclusive, numbered edition at a  
price of 40,000 euros in Europe.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://scorpionship.abarth.com/en_UK/
http://scorpionship.abarth.com/en_UK/


4   The FIAT-isti April 2016 www.fiatnorthwest.org

Looking ahead to April and May, we 
have two opportunities to take to the 

back roads of Western Washington to 
enjoy our cars and the company of our 
friends.

35th Annual Tulip Rallye
Saturday, April 23

This is the premier driving contest in 
Western Washington, in my opinion. It is 
not a contest of speed, but of your ability 
to answer questions. Upwards of 250 cars 
are common in this gimmick rally, when 
the weather is good—and only about 
150 when it is bad! That says a great deal 
about the popularity of the event. Partic-
ipants come from Oregon, Washington, 
and British Columbia to drive the back 
roads of Skagit County and attempt to 
beat the rallymaster at the game of trivia, 
puns, and play-on-words. 

Award plaques are given to the team with 
the most correct answers from the first 

April Rallymaster Report
By Bert Cripe

24 car clubs with at least 5 teams participating. One award is given 
in an “open” class for nonaffiliated teams. Door prizes are given, 
which range from wine and food gift baskets and Griot’s car care 
kits to such nonsense as gags from Archie McPhee’s shop.

You can download the registration form at our website and please 
note that the deadline for mail-in entries is Saturday, April 9.  
Advance registration is $12.00 and on the day of the event is 
$15.00. Donations of food or money will be collected to be given to 
a local food bank.

Primavera Tour, Saturday, May 21

“Come join us for another enjoyable spring drive.” The focus is on 
garden nurseries, inspiring neighborhoods, and hopefully a few 
roads you’ve never traveled. As always, it will end with a potluck at 
the Pruczinskis’ home near Monroe, so please bring a dish to share.
This is a great opportunity to meet club members, recent joiners, 
and long-timers alike, as well as share food and tall tales of your 
driving adventures!

More details will be posted at the website once available.

If you intend to go, please RSVP to the Pruczinskis at 360-794-
0297 so they can have enough sets of route instructions for all!

The Interview By Rex Rice

I was sharing a house in Fresno with several 
friends and playing with a quartet at an Armenian 
restaurant on weekends.  Tired of eating bean 
burritos for every meal, I decided to find A Job. 

An ad in the Fresno Bee caught my eye. 
“Wanted, Lincoln/Mercury salesman. No experience 
needed.”

No experience? That would be me! I strapped 
on a tie, put on my only sport coat, and hurried on 
down to the huge car sales palace downtown.

“Hi!” I said to the salesman who met me when 

I entered the lot. I had parked my TR-3 down the 
street, not wanting to make a bad impression. “I’m 
here to sell Lincolns and Mercurys; who do I talk 
to?” He led me into the showroom and through a 
door into the sales manager’s huge office. 

“Hi!” I repeated, “I’m here to sell Lincolns and 
Mercurys.” He sprang out of his chair and came 
around the desk with an outstretched hand. “Just 
what we’re looking for!” he bellowed. “I like your 
enthusiasm. Sit down and tell me about yourself.  Are  
you a native Californian?” 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Here’s the latest news … 
While getting estimates for 

the chrome work, we were told that the 
hood scoop trim was not in good enough 
condition. Try finding one of those! So in-
stead, I chose to fabricate one of my own.

We ended up taking our parts for 
chroming to Specialty Metal Finishing 
in Mount Vernon. The owner, Forrest 
Dolph, was by far the most interested in 
our project. He took the time to analyze 
each piece with us to determine the time 
and cost it would take. We felt his esti-
mate was very reasonable.

The gas tank, radiator, and heater core 
are being serviced at Stan’s Radiator in 
Lake Stevens. In the meantime, I have 
started the extensive rust repair while 
Tina is cleaning and polishing small parts.  
We would like to start sandblasting parts 
for painting within the month.   

Pruczinski Project: Sofia Update
Article and photos by Dave Pruzcinski

“No sir, I’m from Seattle and fairly new to your 
state.”

Leaning back in his leather chair, arms behind 
his head, he asked:  “So what brought you to 
Fresno?” 

“I have a job on weekends playing at the …” 
He sprang from his chair again. “You’re a 

musician?” 
“Yes, but …””
He had his arm around me in an instant and 

pushed me through the showroom doors into the 
car lot. “Have a nice day,” I heard as he rushed back 
inside.  A bit of advice for musicians: Never mention 
it during a job interview.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Earlier this winter I became aware that 
my Scorpion’s rear hazard lights didn’t 

work on one side. Obviously this made 
for a, er, hazardous situation. After some 
quick troubleshooting (more on that 
later), I determined that the switch itself 
wasn’t fully functioning. Years of FIAT 
and Lancia ownership have taught me 
that the switch probably needed cleaning. 
More accurately, the electrical contacts 
inside probably need cleaning, as over the 
years carbon builds up on the points.

The idea is simple: Remove the 
switch, take it apart, clean and lube the 
internals, and then reassemble. In prac-
tice, however, this can be quite tricky. In 
my Scorpion for instance, the wires on 
the back are all separate, not organized in 
a plastic plug. So the first step is to label 

and take pictures. Having a smartphone makes this easy, as long as 
you remember to turn off the flash.

Once these are removed, you have to determine how the 
switch comes apart. In my hazard switch’s case, small plastic tabs 
on the side lock the front and back of the switch together. Usually 
these tabs can be pried apart using a jeweler’s screwdriver, as long 
as the plastic isn’t too brittle.

Once these are apart, take note of how they go together and 
what parts go where. The design of this toggle switch is fairly sim-
ple, but other switches can be a lot more complex. Often there are 
tiny springs and other small parts that can be easily lost. I like to 
work over a clean cloth to help prevent lost parts.

Inside my switch I found some darkened contacts. Using a 
simple pink eraser, I polished them to a mirror finish and rein-

Tech Session:  Switch Overhauling
Article and photos by Gregory Smith, FEN President

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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stalled them. I applied a few dabs of white lithium grease on the 
moving parts (but not on the contacts) and I snapped them back 
together. Getting the switch reinstalled was harder than it should 
have been, because of tight wires and even tighter space behind the 
console in my Scorpion.

Back together it did finally go and then I tried the hazards. 
Unfortunately they still didn’t work on one side! Then I realized 
my error … my hasty diagnosis determined the hazards didn’t 
work on one side but what I didn’t check was the actual turn signal 
function. As it, er, turns out, the rear turn signal didn’t work on 
that side either. Had I thought about it, I would have realized the 
problem was the one signal light—not the switch.

Removing the lens and bulb revealed a little corrosion on the 
center tab. A little cleaning with my Dremel, using a small wire 
brush attachment, and reinstallation of the bulb resulted in a 
functioning turn signal, as well as full hazard flasher function. 
After this verification step, I reinstalled the lens and could call this 
repair finally finished.   

Club Officers
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Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/Vintage Cars
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant
206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com
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VP David Moise conducted the regular 
North End meeting. 

Reports and Announcements
• Our All-Italian Car Show at the 

Triple XXX Drive-In Restaurant 
in Issaquah is scheduled for April 
17. Our website has the registration 
forms. Cost is $15 preregistration 
and $20 day of the event. Anyone 
interested in helping at the car show 
will be more than welcome. We can 
always use volunteers to set up and 
particularly help to clean up after.  Bob 
Yetter will chair the P.A. system and be 
our talented announcer, as usual.

• Gordie Hyde noted that we had 
several “Alfa Males” present at the 
meeting. Guest Phil Edwards said 
he owned a FIAT for 10 years but 
now drives an Alfa. Jim stated that 
he owns a couple of Spiders and is 
looking forward to getting them 
started. Chris purchased a 2013 
Abarth from Alex, and there was 
Jerry, who was a member of the Nash 
Club and who owns three 1930s-era 
Nashes (or is it “Nash?).

• The exciting news is that members 
Karen Huber and Rick Ansdell 
were married on Valentine’s day. 
Congratulations from all of us! They 
have been together seven years, so we 
think it was about time.

• David mentioned that the four new 
“tag cards” will be available in about 
a week. These are the 4 x 6-inch cards 
with club info that we use to pass out 
to possible new members. If you need 
some, notify David and he will send 
you some in the mail.

FEN Meeting Notes
March 2, 2016 Respectfully submitted, Suzanne Rian, North End Secretary

• Fred Russell advised us that we are invited to two upcoming 
Alfa runs: The St. Paddy’s Run on March 19 and the Garden 
Tour of Fox Island on June 4. See our website for more details.

• Dave Pruczinski asked the members if they were interested 
in a swap meet this year. If so, it can be combined with the 
Primavera Tour on the same day for everyone’s convenience. 
Anyone with questions about the swap meet or the Primavera 
Tour can contact Dave or Tina at 360-794-0297.

Fred Russell presented his slide show “Cars Around the World.” 
• The last four years, Fred has worked for Microsoft in its Forza 

gaming division, taking pictures of older, “cooler” cars. Some 
were privately owned, while others were in museums or 
storage facilities. His photographs and the cars’ exact specs and 
features were used by Microsoft’s techies to recreate them for 
the game. The game calls for users to race cars of the same ilk, 
or the same makes and models. 

• Each of Fred’s photo shoots would take a minimum of three 
hours or more. Sometimes he would take as many as five 
pictures of a side mirror or a single hinge to obtain enough 
information for the computer to reproduce the image. He 
was able to shoot a Forza, a Forza Horizon, and a Forza #5, in 
addition to an older Giulietta. 

• We saw not only an amazing variety of older Italian cars, but 
British and German ones as well. Some of the vehicles were 
displayed on the walls of the building or on racks. We were 
able to see the first Ferrari ever built and the Enzo Ferrari 
Museum. Fred gained access to the most amazing collections 
in the world.

• At the end, he showed a list of 20 displays that he didn’t 
present to us! He told us to go to the website of Kung Fu FIAT 
Panda for more entertainment [see pictures on page 13 of this 
newsletter] and to see the Abarth version of the 124 Spider. We 
thoroughly enjoyed Fred’s presentation and look forward to 
talking to him more in the future.

• A side note: Dan Rian’s ‘82 Spider was one of Fred’s subjects 
and may be appearing in one of the future X-Box games.

The meeting ended with door prize drawings and the usual 
suspects dashing to the ferry and others heading home.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://fiatnorthwest.org/


www.FIATnorthwest.org April 2016 The FIAT-isti   9 

FEN Calendar
April 6  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting 
begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner from 
the regular menu.

April 17  10th Annual All-Italian Car 
Show at the Triple XXX Rootbeer Drive-
In, Issaquah, Washington. Details on www.
allitaliancarshow.com and FEN website.

April 23  Driving Event: MG Car Club’s 
35th Annual Tulip Rallye. All makes of cars are 
welcome! This event is a gimmick rallye in place 
of time/distance checkpoints, so everyone will be 
able to compete successfully. All you need is a 
sharp eye and a sense of humor. Please note that 
speed is not recommended, nor an advantage! 
More details on page 4 of the March newsletter. 
Download the PDF registration form here.

April 29–May 1  2016 Hagerty Spring 
Thaw Classic Car Adventure. The Hagerty 
Spring Thaw is a budget-minded driving 
adventure through British Columbia for pre-
1979 touring and sports cars. This unscored, 
noncompetitive event takes place entirely within 
the province of British Columbia and consists 
of approximately 1,200 km of driving over three 
days. The Spring Thaw is organized by Squamish 
Classic Car Adventures. Visit the event website 
for complete information: http://www.
classiccaradventures.com/. As of March 20, 72 
cars have been accepted for the tour with 19 cars 
on the waiting list!

May 4  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

May 21  Primavera Tour hosted by the 
Pruczinskis. Come join us for another enjoyable 
spring drive. Details will be posted once 
available. If you intend to go, please RSVP to the 
Pruczinskis at 360-794-0297 so they can have 
enough sets of route instructions for all!

June 1  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting 
begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner from 
the regular menu.

June 4–6  Three-Day Tour to Winthrop, 
staged by the MG Car Club Northwest Centre. 
Destination is the Sun Mountain Lodge in 
Winthrop. This is a joint event open to several 
regional car clubs. It should be a wonderful 
opportunity to make new friends with others 
who share an interest in this hobby. Download 
the PDF registration form here.

June 10  Sno-Isle Vocational Facility 
TECH Skills Meet. Every year the MG Club 
participates in a car show with others at the 
Sno-Isle Vocational Facility to showcase 
vintage cars, demonstrate to future mechanics 
how wonderful these cars are, and to interest 
the future generation in owning these cars. If 
you are interested in joining this year’s group, 
plan on attending this fun no-host event. The 
Sno-Isle facility is located at 9001 Airport Rd, 
Everett, WA 98204. The schedule: 9 am: Arrival; 
Morning Session with Students; 11:45 am: Lunch; 
Afternoon Session with Students; 1:30 pm: 
Departure. If you have any questions, give Paul 
Feuerpfeil a call at 206-612-3103.

July 1–3  SOVREN Pacific Northwest 
Historic and Car Corral. More details to come.
when they are available.

More exciting events on the FEN website!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://allitaliancarshow.com/
http://allitaliancarshow.com/
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/pages/tulip-rallye.pdf
http://www.classiccaradventures.com/
http://www.classiccaradventures.com/
http://www.nwvintagetouring.org/mg/methow-tour.pdf
http://www.nwvintagetouring.org/mg/methow-tour.pdf
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Above, inner column: 2017 FIAT Abarth 124 
Spider, from www.how-to-cars.com and www.
autoblog.com.  Above, outer column:  FIAT 
Abarth 124 Spider rally version at the Geneva 
International Motor Show.  All from www.
autoblog.com.

Opposite page, inner column:  
2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia Ti. 
www.autoblog.com.

Opposite page, outer column:   
The 2017 Maserati Levante, 
www.autoblog.com.

Geneva and Beyond
Article by Alex Sargeant

The big Geneva International Motor Show has come and gone 
and FCA had a big presence there. On the FIAT stand, two 

notable versions of the impending FIAT 124 Spider appeared: the 
Abarth edition, which we will see in the US, and the FIA World 
Rally Championship version, which requires a valid FIA rally 
license to purchase. 

The Abarth Spider (pictured above) will come to the US with 10 
more horsepower and similarly increased torque over the standard 
version. Complementing the increase in power is a more assertive 
sounding exhaust note. The extra power should provide 0–60 mph 
times in the mid-six-second range. The announced top speed is 143 
mph, about 5 mph faster than the 500 Abarth. To visually differenti-
ate it from the Classico and Lusso trims, the Abarth exterior trim re-
vives the matte-finished hood and deck look that was last popular as 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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“rallye trim” in the 1970s, accompanied by a more aggressive body 
kit. A blacked-out windshield frame and lower front fascia complete 
the more menacing look. Mirrors, front splitter, and rear diffuser 
are highlighted in red. Inside the car, more firmly bolstered seats are 
accompanied by the usual sprinkling of scorpions. Expect the 2017 
FIAT Abarth Spider to arrive at FIAT Studios in time for Christmas.

Alongside the civilian Abarth Spider, FIAT debuted the 300 
hp 2017 124 Abarth Coupe (pictured opposite page, outer col-

On the FIAT stand, two notable 
versions of the impending FIAT 

124 Spider appeared: the Abarth 
edition, which we will see in the 

US, and the FIA World Rally 
Championship version,  

which requires a valid FIA  
rally license to purchase.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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umn). This is a full-on racing machine destined for the World 
Rally Championship’s new two-wheel-drive R-GT class. Since open 
cars aren’t permitted in WRC, a permanent top has been added 
to the Spider, creating a coupe. The engine is enlarged to 1.8L and 
the chassis is fitted with a six-speed sequential transmission, fully 
adjustable suspension, roll cage, a bank of four extra driving lights, 
fixed side windows, and complete instrumentation. The R-GT class 
is currently dominated by the Porsche 911, Lotus Exige, and Ferrari 
458—pretty classy competition to be taking on. FIAT says they are 
ready to supply cars for the 2017 season to qualified race teams. 
There are no announced plans to launch a factory team.

FCA also introduced some important models from FIAT’s 
sister brands at Geneva. We finally got to see the regular produc-
tion version of the 2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia and the 2017 Maserati 
Levante SUV (pictured on page 11). Both should be appearing in 
US showrooms in the last quarter of this year.

The week following the Geneva Show, some interesting pic-
tures of another FIAT 124 Coupe appeared. This one is a street car 
strongly reminiscent of the BMW Z3 and the Jaguar XF. Details are 
sketchy at this point, but it sure is a pretty design to contemplate 
(below).

Pictured at left, the FIAT Tipo was announced last year as a 
Turkish-built economy sedan intended for emerging markets. A 
station wagon variant appeared at Geneva. While the car is not cur-
rently destined for the US, FCA announced that they have made 
the decision to offer the car in Mexico. They are continuing the 
recent tradition of reviving old Chrysler family names, and the 
Tipo will be sold in Mexico as the Dodge Neon!   

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at Rairdon’s Maserati-Alfa  
Romeo-FIAT Kirkland and a member of FEN. 

Above, outer column: FIAT Tipo sedan 
and wagon; www.autoblog.com and www.
autoevolution.com. Inner column: FIAT 124 
Coupe; www.monautonews.com. 
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Clockwise from top left: www.marca.com; www.
rushlane.com; www.largus.fr; www.marca.com; 
motori.corriere.it; Ryan McElroy on Twitter (@
TheNotoriousRMC); Harry Metcalfe on Twitter 
(@harrym_evo).

And this wonderful report from Alex wouldn’t be complete with-
out one more model—the FIAT Kung Fu (wait for it) … Panda.

—The Ed.

From a FIAT press release: There is even room for the traditionally 
stylish and comfortable Panda, complete with a cameo from “Kung 
Fu Panda, a fun Show Car which will be auctioned to benefit 
Conservation International and preserve the habitat of the other 
Panda.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

Fiat’s Abarth 124 Spider is the best Miata you can buy (The Verge, March 2, 2016)  
http://www.theverge.com/2016/3/2/11145852/abarth-fiat-124-spider-announced-geneva-motor-show-2016

5 things to know about the 2017 Fiat 124 Spider Elaborazione Abarth (Automobile, March 25, 2016)
http://www.automobilemag.com/news/5-things-know-2017-fiat-124-spider-elaborazione-abarth/

Somehow the 2017 Fiat 124 Spider Elaborazione Abarth loses 10 hp coming To America (Jalopnik, March 24, 
2016)  http://jalopnik.com/somehow-the-2017-fiat-124-spider-elaborazione-abarth-lo-1766825225

2016 Fiat 500X receives Autotrader Must Test Drive Award (PR News Wire, March 22, 2016)  
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/2016-fiat-500x-receives-autotrader-must-test-drive-award-300239447.html

New Fiat Talento joins the Renault Traffic and Opel/Vauxhall Vivaro family (Carscoops, March 24, 2016)  
http://www.carscoops.com/2016/03/new-fiat-talento-joins-renault-traffic.html

Fiat Chrysler tells US dealers they can close standalone FIAT showrooms (The Wall Street Journal, March 9, 2016)
http://www.wsj.com/articles/fiat-chrysler-tells-u-s-dealers-they-can-close-standalone-fiat-showrooms-1457558997

Fiat Chrysler hits back at dealer lawsuit (The Wall Street Journal, March 25, 2016) 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/fiat-chrysler-says-dealer-lawsuit-over-sales-reporting-puzzling-1458916102

2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia joins the sport sedan race (Consumer Reports, March 24, 2016) 
http://www.consumerreports.org/alfa-romeo/2017-alfa-romeo-giulia-sedan-new-york/

What’s in a name: Alfa Romeo’s most beautiful car is named after aliens (CarBuzz, March 22, 2016)  
http://www.carbuzz.com/news/2016/3/22/What-s-In-A-Name-Alfa-Romeo-s-Most-Beautiful-Car-Is-Named-After-Aliens-7732548/

Why the Maserati Levante is worth watching closely (The Motley Fool, March 18, 2016)
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20160229/ANE/160229884/FIAT-chrysler-begins-production-of-maserati-levante-suv

Maserati recalls 28K cars for stuck accelerators (CNBC, March 16, 2016)  
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/03/16/maserati-recalls-28k-cars-for-stuck-accelerators.htm
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