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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian 
car (FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) 
enthusiasts who meet regularly 
throughout the year.  In general, our club 
is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and 
is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those 
months. The regular meeting location 
alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and 
other events throughout the year.

I hope you’re all looking forward to better driving weather like I am! 
I drive my ‘77 Lancia Scorpion year-round, but my last open-car 

drive to the XXX Drive-In car club show meeting was a bit brisk with 
the top open. I look forward to short sleeves and sunglasses as a kind 
of motivation at this time of year.

This month’s meeting is a general membership meeting where 
we’ll make plans for the year, including our 25th Anniversary. The club 
will provide pizza, salad, and nonalcoholic beverages while we discuss 
events and other things important to the club. Come early to eat and 
drink, and bring your thinking caps. At 7 pm we’ll start the meeting.

Mi Ae’s winter driving tips article came to mind a couple week-
ends ago when I drove to White Pass for a ski trip with my daughter 
and some Quaker friends. Conditions were pretty bad as we climbed 
the pass, with lots of rain that had turned to snow. I recently had new 
all-season, on/off-road tires put on my VW Vanagon, so I was not 
worried about traction in general, but with passengers I decided to 
pull off when safe and install chains on my rear tires.

I have cable chains that only take a few minutes to install, and 
the Vanagon makes it easy since it has a lot of wheel well clearance. A 
friend who was also coming up also stopped to install chains. She had 
a new car, new chains, and a carload of teens—none of whom knew 
much about installing chains—so I helped my friends out.

Of course, it would be best to practice and know how to install 
your chains on your vehicle before you head to the mountain pass. 
Once we were underway again, conditions really worsened and we 
decreased our speeds to match. Around one bend we came upon a 
jackknifed semi tractor-trailor across most of the road, with the cab 
in the ditch. Apparently the driver hadn’t heeded the numerous signs 
requiring vehicles over 10,000 pounds to use chains.

Our destination was one mile off the highway up a small road that 
hadn’t been recently plowed. As my Vanagon scraped the center rut 
clean of fresh snow, I was glad for my sake and our friends’ that we 
stopped when we did. I’d much rather have chains on and not really 
need them than to get into a situation where I needed them and not 
have them on already.

The next morning I found one side of my rear parking brake 
frozen. Having never had this happen, I didn’t know it was a bad idea 
to use your parking brake in freezing weather. With one brake frozen 
on, it made the free wheel spin on the compact snow, so I ended up 
having to leave the chains on just so I could get around. Once we 
returned down the pass the next afternoon, the frozen brake released 
and normal traction returned. I’ve been driving for 32 years and this 
has never been a problem for me before, so it’s a reminder that you’re 
never too old to learn something new!

Hope to see you at the next meeting!   

— Gregory Smith, President
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New Year’s Day Anti-Football Drive     By Pat Kvietkus

Happy New Year! It was a 
cold, crisp day to start the 

New Year. Fred Russell from the 
Northwest Alfa Romeo Club had 
generously extended an invitation 
for FEN to join them in their 
annual Anti-Football Drive. We 
met in a Southcenter parking lot 
of Starbucks for the start. Lots of 
eye candy was in the lot: a C8, a 
C4, an Alfetta GT coupe, a mid-
1960s Spider (think The Graduate 
movie), a Montreal, a Giulietta 
sedan, an MG, two FIAT 124 
spiders, (Sue’s and a black ‘82) a 
Porsche, and some miscellaneous 
daily drivers. I’m sure I missed 
something in my list. I believe 
four FIAT club cars were present.

Fred’s route took us on some roads that I had never driven on 
to get us from the Southcenter area, stay parallel to I-5 at times, and 
eventually get over the Tacoma Narrows Bridge. Fred added interest-
ing history and factoids of the areas we drove through them. There 
were lots of spectacular peaks of the Olympic Mountains, which had 
a fresh dusting of snow on them to brighten the day. I could not get 
too distracted as there were icy patches in the shadows, and some 
of the curves presented opportunities to practice modest black-ice 
slides and fishtails. Good thing I had new Michelin Sport all-weather 
tires on my Miata. (Sorry to say my Beta was playing its “Lazarath” 
card again. It’s waiting to arise from my garage from a winter slum-

We met in a Southcenter parking lot 
of Starbucks for the start. Lots of eye 
candy was in the lot: a C8, a C4, an 
Alfetta GT coupe, a mid-1960s  
Spider (think The Graduate movie),  
a Montreal, a Giulietta sedan, an MG, 
two FIAT 124 spiders, (Sue’s and a 
black ‘82) a Porsche, and some 
miscellaneous daily drivers. I’m sure  
I missed something in my list.
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ber and my electrical tinkering to chase out 
some Italian gremlins, but that is another 
story.)

Our first pit stop was at the Gig Harbor 
Museum. It was bright, sunny, and cold. 
The water looked like a mirror in the bay. 
Soon everyone arrived and after walking 
out our legs, we set off through Illahee, 
Gilberton, and Brownsville on top of a 
ridge where there were interesting glimpses 
of the Puget Sound on the way to Pouls-
bo. Somewhere along the way, we passed 
through Bremerton.

Lunch was left to whatever was open. 
Some of us ended up in an Italian restau-
rant. Go figure! After exploring two book-
stores, a secondhand store, and a chocolate 
shop, we ended up at the Poulsbo Historical 
Museum above the town hall. Fred had 
made special arrangements for it to be open 
for our tour. It was a small but interesting 
historical perspective of early Puget Sound 
life. We were able to hear a tin plate phono-
graph, and George Baumann’s wife Cecilia 
played the old foot pump organ as a treat for 
us. Some trivia: A letter of incorporation for 
the town listed the name as Paulsbo, but a 
US government clerk misspelled the name 
with an “o” and it was never corrected. 

At the end of the day, George, Cecilia, 
Brenda, and I headed off at 3 pm to make the 4 pm Bain-
bridge-to-Seattle ferry boat ride. What a beautiful way to end the 
day as we approached the downtown Seattle skyline. The sunset cast 
a golden hue on the buildings as we docked.  

Opposite page:  Parking lot picture by Fred 
Russell; bottom picture by John Schommer. 

This page, top: Harbor picture by Fred Russell.   
Above: Parking lot picture by Stan Russell.  

Below left:  The Moises’ 1981 FIAT  
Spider, by John Schommer. 

Below: Ferry picture by Fred Russell. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Greetings from Bert Cripe, FEN web-
master, past president, and now FEN 

rallymaster.
I am writing this to introduce myself 

and give a short explanation of the duties 
of rallymaster, as well as to inform you of 
two upcoming driving events.

The last few years have seen very few 
FEN-sponsored driving events. For that 
reason and because I really enjoy club 
drives, I have volunteered to assume the 
duties of the Rallymaster. Here is a com-
plete description of the duties as listed 
in Club Policy #9, Rallymaster (adopted 
November 10, 2012):

This is an appointed position and not 
a member of the board. The person 
appointed to this position has the 
following responsibilities: Functions 
as a point of contact to gather and 
disseminate information about driving 
events, maintains a calendar of driving 
events, and promotes and facilitates 
rallies and tours by:

a. Communicating with driving 
event sponsors to help ensure basic 
event elements are accomplished 
(driving event sponsor is a club 
member who is staging a club-
sanctioned driving event).

b. Ensuring driving event sponsor 
has resources and/or help needed 
to successfully complete the event. 
Coordinates volunteer resources 
with sponsor needs.

c. Serving as a point of contact to 
provide basic information in 
regards to who/what/when of 
driving events.

d. Providing event information 

Rallymaster Position Explained and Rallymaster Report
By Bert Cripe

and updates, in a timely manner, to newsletter editor and 
webmaster. Ensures that the latest information is available 
to all club members by newsletter, website, email list, or 
telephone. Actively promotes club driving events within and 
outside the club by communicating with his/her counterpart 
in other clubs to keep them informed of our club’s driving 
events.

e. Maintaining an awareness of the driving events of other car 
clubs, to keep club members informed via the newsletter, 
website, and the email list of rallies and tours, staged by other 
organizations, that may be of interest, e.g., MG Tulip Rally, 
Miata Autumn Rally, Alfa Club’s New Year Tour, etc.

f. Coordinates with the webmaster to maintain an online 
library of route instruction sets for members’ use.

Over the coming months I will do my best to fulfill these duties 
and see that we have driving events to participate in and enjoy our 
cars, the roads, and our fellow enthusiasts.

FEN sponsors two basic types of driving events. One is the 
simple tour, just a drive with the purpose of enjoying our cars, the 
road, and our friends. The second is a gimmick rally. 

It is important to make clear that within FEN we use the term 
“rally” to mean a driving event that has a gimmick (puzzle) com-
ponent to it. Thus the term “Gimmick Rally.” 

The MG Club’s Tulip Rallye scheduled for April 23rd is the per-
fect example of a gimmick rally, since it has questions to be answered 
as you drive along as to where the answers can be found along the 
way. (I’ll explain the different spellings of “rally” in a minute.)

It is important to make clear that our “rallies” are nothing like 
the events you may see on television that are held all over the rest 
of the world. Our rallies and tours are simple driving events on 
open public roads where we expect—no, demand—that you obey 
the laws and operate your car in a safe and sane manner! In no 
manner are our drives races or speed events! You do not need any 
special equipment in your car, nor do you need any time-speed-
distance calculation abilities.

About the term: Generally speaking, the English spell it “ral-
lye” while we Yankees drop the “e.” No matter how you spell it, it 
can be a lot of fun. Just think of “tyres” versus “tires,” or “colour” 
versus “color.”

So if you have never participated in one of our driving events 
(and I know many of you have not), please don’t shy away because 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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of the use of the word “rally.” Our rallies are as safe and sane as 
when you drive out to see Grandma on a Sunday afternoon. It is 
the journey, not the destination, that we seek to enjoy. And please 
note that you can always drive your regular car on club events—we 
value your participation the most.

Now for the first driving event announcement. First, thanks to 
Bob Gerttula (FEN member) for suggesting I announce it:

“The very popular three-day ‘Spring Thaw Rally’ for 1979 and 
older cars will start the last Friday in April somewhere in BC, 
Canada. A registration form and requirements will be made 
available at 10 am on Sunday, January 10, 2016, at the following 
location:

www.classiccaradventures.com

Plan to have your registration to that event’s rallymaster before 
January 20th to be in on this fun event.” 

It is best to Fedex your registration to the organizer since the reg-
ular mail takes way too long and the event fills fast! It is limited to 
50 to 70 cars, depending upon hotel room availability.

Bob and his wife have participated in this on several occasions 
(if not all of them), and my wife and I have driven on two of them. 
You can expect to cover 1,200 kilometers in three days of driving 
back roads in British Columbia, meeting a whole bunch of real-
ly enthusiastic car-crazy people (both men and women), seeing 
amazing scenery, and having a whole bunch of fun.

[Note from the editor: In spite of the late date that you are 
reading this, hope may not all be lost. According to the Classic 
Car Adventure’s website: “The Hagerty Spring Thaw sells out every 

year, so we definitely encourage applying 
early. So far, in eight years, we’ve man-
aged to get every guest on the waiting list 
an open space … so don’t be scared to 
enter if you see things filling up. It’s never 
surprising to hear a restoration isn’t going 
as quickly as planned, and a space subse-
quently becomes available.”]

If you find going to Canada too 
much, I urge you to consider our next 
FEN-sponsored drive, the Shamrock Ral-
lye, scheduled for Saturday, March 12th. 
This one-day drive begins and ends in 
Everett. We are calling it a “rallye” because 
it has about a dozen riddles to answer—if 
you care to do so—that are just plain silly 
puns … real groaners! 

And in keeping with my desire to 
improve cooperation and enjoyment 
with the other local car clubs, both the 
MG and Citroën Clubs are invited. If you 
decide to come along, please RSVP me at 
spiders@wavecable.com so that I can have 
sufficient sets of route instructions and 
make arrangements with the start and 
end restaurants.

Check our website for more info 
about either of these.   

Thanks, Bert

If you’ve never participated in one of 
our driving events (and many of you 
have not), please don’t shy away 
because of the use of the word “rally.” 
In no manner are our drives races or 
speed events.  You don’t need any 
special equipment in your car or any 
time-speed-distance calculation 
abilities. It is the journey, not the 
destination, that we seek to enjoy.  And 
we value your participation the most. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The North End meeting at Spiro’s was 
called to order at 7:04 pm by Vice-
President David Moise. Guest Melinda 
McBride was introduced.

Treasurer’s Report
• Treasurer LeRoy Mietzer reported 

for the last three months we are $27 
to the good. For the year, we are $880 
to the good.

Reports and Announcements

• Several members are suffering sea-
sonal colds that kept them from the 
meeting, including Karen and Jim 
McGough. Sooz Rian is recovering 
from back surgery and will be home 
tomorrow.

• David announced the Rex Rice will 
represent classic car owners as a 
board member, and Alex Sargeant 
will represent contemporary car 
owners.

• The All-Italian Car Show planning 
meeting will be represented by Greg 
Smith and Dave and Tina Pruczins-
ki at the Triple XXX Drive-In in 
Issaquah on January 25.

• The February meeting is an 
all-member meeting to plan special 
events for the Club’s 25th anniversa-
ry. FEN will supply snacks and pizza.

• Bob Gerttula explained the Cana-
dian Spring Thaw Rally on April 
28–30. Attendees must register online 
by January 10 [more details on page 5 
of this newsletter].

• Mi Ae Lipe will present a street driv-
ing presentation for the Northwest 

FEN Board Meeting Notes
January 6, 2016

Respectfully submitted,  
Carrie Rice, Secretary, North End Secretary

Alfa Romeo Club at Wild About Cars on February 9.

Presentation

Rex Rice presented pictures about cars and driving in Japan, 
where he and Carrie spent October 2015. The Rices have been 
hosting Japanese musicians here for over 25 years, and musician 
friends in Tokyo have hosted them in turn. As Rex showed pictures 
taken from Tokyo Tower, he commented that the population of 
greater Tokyo is equal to that of California. The Rices visited both 
Kyoto and the Fukushima area, where he played at a benefit con-
cert for survivors of the nuclear disaster.

Some of his points:

• The Japanese always back into parking places.

• At night, drivers turn headlights off at intersections, and 
during the daytime, they have their lights on only in tunnels, 
as they think it saves fuel.

• Expressway tolls are very expensive; a trip of 100 miles will 
cost over $100.

• Drivers concentrate on driving. They do not chat, drink coffee, 
or sightsee—they drive.

The meeting adjourned.   

Above: Rex Rice and American friends who came along to Japan posing with the 
famous Mount Fuji in the background. More pictures on pages 8–10.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org February 2016 The FIAT-isti   7 

It’s a new year and time to start a new 
project. We’ve had “Sofia” for a few years 

and have been collecting parts as we find 
them, and now it’s time to start.

We’ll try to have pictures and notes of 
our progress each month. We originally 
spotted it in a field near Winthrop in the 
summer of 2008, made an offer of $300, 
and got it while fleeing a fire. (More on 
that in a future issue.)

Sophia’s 1800-cc original motor is 
straight out of a 124, and she has a 5-speed 
(over the original 4-speed). If the red top 
looks a little out of place, it’s because it’s 
actually from fellow FENster Steve, who 
sold it to me. 

We hope to have her done by the end 
of this year.   

Project Car: 1962 FIAT 1200 “Sofia”
By Dave Pruzcinski

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Japan!
At the January FEN meeting, Rex Rice presented pictures from Japan where he and Carrie spent Oc-
tober 2015.  You can read more about their presentation in the meeting minutes on page 6. Because 
many people could not attend the meeting due to illness and inclement weather, we’re publishing some 
of their pictures here. Enjoy these little idiosyncrasies of Japanese life.  —Mi Ae Lipe, Newsletter Editor

Above left:  The Tokyo skyline from Tokyo Tower.    
Tokyo has a population of around 39 million; Seattle 
seems like a quaint town in comparison.  Above 
right:  A simple way of roping off areas. Right:  A great 
example of unsuccessful translation. Below left:  A 
fat-bike among its skinny siblings. Bottom left: One 
of Japan’s ubiquitous little vehicles. Below right:  Just 
part of the ramen aisle in a Japanese supermarket. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org February 2016 The FIAT-isti   9 

Above:  The Japanese love cute or weird car names. Below left: Because space is so tight in Japanese cities, gas stations often have retractable 
pumps that pull down when in use.  When you drive in, you’re shown where to park, and full service is a given. Bottom left:  A more unusual 
stationary pump. Middle column, top: Back seat activities on boring road trips are the same regardless of how old you are. Middle column, 
bottom:  A Japanese cargo truck. Right column, top to bottom: Pizza delivery vehicles at the ready; on a highway; and an adorable Renault Elf.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Driving Event Updates and Dues Reminder
By Bert Cripe

Here are some updates and new info:
First: The Primavera Tour date is now set 

for Saturday, May 21st. Second: Seems no one has 
mentioned that dues were actually due in January for 
club members who joined before the shift to an annu-
al-calendar-dues format. This applies to a good many 
members ! Third: I received this from the Northwest 
Alfa Romeo Club and added it to the website:

We’re ready to jump right into our first driving 
event of 2016! The NW Alfa Romeo Club would like 
to invite you back out to Pacific Raceways in Kent for 
our Spring Car Control Clinic on Saturday, March 5. 
It’s a fun and informative skills course that allows you 
to experience your vehicle’s characteristics and your 
own capabilities in a structured and safe environment. 
With winter weather still in full effect, it’s a great 

Top left: Our friend and host Hiroshi, who always drives like a kamikaze pilot.  Top right:  The Japanese tend to back into their parking spaces.  
Above left:  The Japanese may live in some of the most dense places in the world, but they really love nature and adore visiting parks and 
getting outdoors.  Above right:  An example of how tight spaces are in the city.  Hence the littleness of their vehicles …

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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opportunity to learn and brush up on car control 
skills that will keep you confident and safe in all types 
of road conditions. The course is designed specifically 
to help increase your situational awareness skills, 
improve your visual and mental attention, and 
teach you how to manage various driving situations 
through challenging exercises and informative class-
room instruction.

The course includes multiple braking techniques 
and enhanced “accident avoidance” exercises, along 
with other more basic skills exercises that help pro-
vide a well-rounded experience. The entire curricu-
lum is presented within a 3-hour program, so that 
you can still plan other activities during the day. You 
will get information through classroom instruction, 
continuous rotation through the driving exercises, 
and personal in-car instruction by highly experienced 
driver coaches.

Choose from two sessions: 

AM Session — 9 am to Noon
PM Session — 1 pm to 4 pm

Do you have friends, family, or neighbors with new/
teen drivers, or someone who has purchased a new 
vehicle? Do you know someone who is timid or anx-
ious behind the wheel because they experienced a car 
crash or other traumatic event? This is an extremely 
valuable course for all of these types of drivers, as 
well as anyone who just wants to brush up on their 
current skill set. Come out for the fun, for the learn-
ing, and for the experience of a lifetime. All licensed 
drivers are welcome and all vehicle types are encour-
aged. This is about learning better skills and control 
in the car you drive every day. We are not teaching 
“performance driving” or racing in this course.

Course cost is $95 per driver.
Register here.
Please feel free to forward this email or share the 

link directly with anyone you think would enjoy the 
course. See you on March 5. Safe driving!

Mirko Freguia
Chief Driving Instructor — NWARC
mirko@copperfin.com

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/nw-alfa-club-driver-skills-clinic-pacific-raceways-romeo-northwest-766008#.VrZg91MrJox
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News from the 2016 Detroit  
International Auto Show
By Alex Sargeant

The excitement of the 2016 Detroit International Auto Show is 
behind us. FCA chose to focus all of its attention on the next-

generation Chrysler Pacifica minivan and the all-new Jeep Wrangler 
pickup truck. Anticipated announcements about FIAT, Alfa Romeo, 
and Maserati products have been unexpectedly delayed until the 
Geneva International Auto Show in March. So, with nothing new to 
discuss for FIAT USA this month, let’s take a look at some of the FIAT 
models we don’t currently see in North America but may possibly be 
coming here sometime in the future. I’ll discuss them in the order of 
likelihood that we might someday see them.

Among the best-selling version of the FIAT 500L worldwide is 
the 500L Living MPW (pictured on this page). Measuring about a foot 
longer than the regular 500L, the Living MPW (Magic Purpose Wagon) 
adds seating for seven with a third row of two seats that fold up when 
needed out of the rear cargo floor area. The seats are larger than the back 
seat in the two-door FIAT 500 and can accommodate the average adult. 
FIAT touts the Living MPW as the shortest footprint seven-passenger 
family vehicle currently available. If FIAT decided to bring this to North 
America, it might create its own market niche. At the present time, if 
you want seven seats in America you need to purchase a larger CUV 
(crossover utility vehicle), SUV, or minivan. You can’t buy a subcompact 
seven-passenger vehicle with the comfort and handling of a car. The 1.3L 
gas and 1.6L diesel engines offered in the rest of the world would proba-
bly be replaced with the proven 1.4L Turbo gas engine and even possibly 
the 2.4L Tigershark.

Photo credits: This page, from top to bottom: 
HDmotori.it; Larevueautomobile.com; and Blogcdn.
com. Opposite page in main column: From 
Mtonline.cl. In sidebar column, top to bottom: 
Planesdeahorro.com; Newtrucks2016.com; auto-
bild.de; I.wheelsage.org; and http://eurocarfans.jp/.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Compact pickup trucks are enjoying a resurgence in popularity 
around the world. The Ford Ranger, which is no longer offered here, 
is the best-selling truck in Europe and South America. To catch their 
own share of this market, FCA has developed the FIAT Toro Pickup 
(above) to replace the aging extended-cab Nueva Strada (top right) 
with a true four-door, five-passenger compact truck. It goes on sale 
first in Brazil, followed by Central America and Europe. After the 
discontinuation of the Dakota five years ago, FCA has lacked an entry 
into this market segment in North America. 

The 2017 Jeep Wrangler Pickup (right, second from top) an-
nounced this month at Detroit is the first step back into this market. If 
the Jeep is successful at the top end and the market segment continues 
to grow at the bottom, there’s a good chance we could see the FIAT 
Toro Pickup here before 2020. Expect it to be badged as a Ram product 
like the Nueva Strada is in Mexico. Power would likely come from the 
2.4L Tigershark gas engine.

Beyond the two models mentioned above, it becomes a lot more 
speculative. FCA is currently rethinking its North American and global 
strategies for the FIAT and Alfa Romeo brands. They’ve already com-
mitted to the Giulia and an unnamed CUV for Alfa Romeo for us. Less 
certain are the previously announced Giorgio sedan and larger CUV 
(red vehicle, right), due to the weakness in the Chinese market. It ap-
pears that the FIAT Ottimo sedan (white vehicle, right) and sportwag-
on are off the table completely for us, even though they were originally 
conceived with China and North America as their primary markets. 
FCA is concerned they would cannibalize sales from the Dodge Dart, 
which has yet to meet its sales objectives. 

Everyone’s favorite modern FIAT, the Panda (orange vehicle, 
right), is unlikely to even be considered for North American sales 
until the next generation appears sometime after 2022.  

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Club Officers

President
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/Vintage Cars
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant
206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

March Meeting’s Program:  
Fred Russell’s Car Travels

As a content coordinator for the Forza car racing video games, 
Fred Russell spends every day playing with cars.  With around 
300,000 air miles a year spent hitting car museums, private 
collections, heritage collections, and special events in many 
countries, he sees a lot of cars and car people.

At our FEN meeting on March 2 at Spiro’s, he’ll share some of his 
images and stories from those travels. Count on seeing plenty of 
rare and unique FIATs—along with a number of other brands—
from a variety of locations around Europe, the US, and elsewhere.

Top: Fred barely fits inside the McLaren F1 GTR. Above: Fred gathering photo 
references from all angles. It’s a tough job, but someone’s gotta do it.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
March 2  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner. Fred Russell will be 
presenting (see opposite page for details).

March 5  NW Alfa Romeo Club’s Spring 
Car Control Clinic. More details on pages 10–11 
of this newsletter.

March 12  Shamrock Rallye led by Bert 
Cripe. This one-day rallye begins and ends in 
Everett. We are calling it a rallye because it has 
about a dozen riddles to answer, if you care to do 
so, that are just plain silly puns—real groaners! 
More details on page 5 of this newsletter. Please 
RSVP to Bert Cripe at spiders@wavecable.com.

March 20  The Citroën Club’s 5th 
Annual Spring Drive. Starting point is the 
Starbucks-Safeway parking lot at 6799 Coal 
Creek Pkwy SE in Newcastle. In past years this 
tour has drawn over 50 cars from many local 
clubs, with European and Asian models from 
compact economy cars to modern supercars 
such as Ferraris and McLarens. Socializing 
begins at 9 am, the drivers’ meeting is at 9:45 
am, and cars depart the lot at 10 am. Please 
contact Paul Melrose to RSVP, or for answers to 
your questions, call 425-306-8525 or email to 
baul79racer.goracer@bluetie.com. Please RSVP 
so that Paul will have enough sets of route 
instructions on hand for everyone! You can 
download the event flyer here.

April 6  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

April 17  10th Annual All Italian Car 
Show at the Triple XXX Drive-In Restaurant, 
Issaquah, Washington. Details will be posted on 
the February 6–7 weekend.

April 23  Driving Event: MG Car Club’s 
35th Annual Tulip Rallye. Registration is NOW 
open! All makes of cars are welcome! This event 
is a gimmick rallye in place of time/distance 
checkpoints, so everyone will be able to compete 
successfully. All you need is a sharp eye and a 
sense of humor. Please note that speed is not 
recommended, nor an advantage!
     Each car club (with a minimum of 5 cars 
entering and participating in the rallye) will have 
a First Place finish award. Non-club entrants can 
compete in the “open” class. It is recommended 
that you pack a picnic lunch to enjoy along the 
way or at the end point while the scores are being 
tabulated. Preregistration will close on April 9th. 
Any mailed entries must be postmarked by April 
9th. Download the PDF registration form here.

May 4  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

May 21  Primavera Tour hosted by the 
Pruczinskis. Come join us for another enjoyable 
spring drive. Details will be posted once 
available. If you intend to go, please RSVP to the 
Pruczinskis at 360-794-0297 so they can have 
enough sets of route instructions for all!

June 1  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

July 9  FEN’s 25th Anniversary Celebration 
Event! Details on FEN website.

Check the FEN website for more exciting events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.nwvintagetouring.org/mg/spring-tour.pdf
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/pages/tulip-rallye.pdf
http://fiatnorthwest.org/
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT Chrysler to air 2 Super Bowl commercials (USA Today, February 5, 2016)  http://www.usatoday.com/story/
money/cars/2016/02/05/fiat-chrysler-automobiles-super-bowl-ad-commercial-fca/79880822/

FIAT Chrysler strategizes on a completely new product lineup for India (The Economic Times, February 5, 2016) 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/auto/news/passenger-vehicle/cars/fiat-chrysler-strategizes-on-a-
completely-new-product-lineup-for-india/articleshow/50862726.cms

FIAT’s Topolino will be a micro-sized city car to compete with Smart’s Fortwo (Digital Trends, December 28, 
2015) http://www.digitaltrends.com/cars/fiat-will-add-a-micro-sized-500-to-directly-compete-with-smarts-fortwo/ 

FIAT rolls out Abarth 500X prototype (Carscoops, February 4, 2016)
http://www.carscoops.com/2016/02/fiat-rolls-out-abarth-500x-prototype.html

FIAT Brava’s day goes from crappy to catastrophic (Carscoops, February 4, 2016)  
http://www.carscoops.com/2016/02/fiat-bravas-day-goes-from-crappy-to.html

Pope’s FIAT sells for $82,000 (Tap Into, February 4, 2016)  
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/morristown/categories/other-nj-news/articles/popes-fiat-sells-for-82-000-3

2016 FIAT 500X Cross Plus review-road test(CarsGuide, February 4, 2016)
http://www.carsguide.com.au/car-reviews/2016-fiat-500x-cross-plus-review-road-test-39197

Alfa Romeo Giulia delayed due to failed crash tests [Update: Alfa Denies] (Road & Track, February 5, 2016)  
http://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/future-cars/news/a28096/report-alfa-romeo-giulia-delay-due-to-failed-crash-tests/

Alfa Romeo Caimano concept is peak Seventies wedge design (Autoblog, February 1, 2016) 
http://www.autoblog.com/2016/02/01/alfa-romeo-caimano-concept-official/

Ferrari chairman on Ferrari SUV: “You have to shoot me first” (Jalopnik, February 2, 2016) 
http://jalopnik.com/ferrari-chairman-on-ferrari-suv-you-have-to-shoot-me-f-1756651095

Elton John’s Maserati could be yours (The Telegraph, February 3, 2016)  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/cars/news/elton-johns-maserati-could-be-yours/
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