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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthu-
siasts who meet regularly throughout 
the year. In general, our club is geared 
towards social rather than the techni-
cal. The club is incorporated as a non-
profit club in Washington State and is 
an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December. A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regu-
lar meeting location alternates month-
ly between Shoreline and Renton. We 
also hold a South Sound Social meeting 
(every other month) for those who 
live in Pierce and Thurston Counties. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 
throughout the year.

A s this year draws to a close, I find myself pondering car clubs 
and what draws me to them. When I was younger, I joined a 

local Seattle-area rally club, Torque Steerers, that would make and 
take long drives every so often, as well as participate in autocross-
ing and Friday-night rallies.

I think it was the combination of fun activities and the 
like-minded community that drew us together. We could share 
technical advice and experiences, and offer help when needed. We 
were a diverse group whose members came from all walks of life 
but had one thing in common—a love of cars and driving.

One thing I liked about that group was its technical approach 
to driving. In some of our rally events, we would have to be very 
accurate about our speed and other factors. Sometimes the direc-
tions would have to be parsed out to make sense of them according 
to specific order and language definitions.

This approach to driving still affects how I do things today, 
whether it’s how fast I’m going, how I approach a turn, or plan 
ahead for an exit. One thing I do know is that it means I’m en-
gaged. I like to think it means I’m less distracted than some drivers.

Eventually my interest migrated to FIATs and I lost touch with 
that group. Several years later I’m still in this club, however, and 
helping lead it—actually with the help of David Moise.

This coleadership has worked well for us and hopefully the 
club. While we are happy to continue, if you are interested in trying 
out a club leadership position, be sure to let us know.

A downside to the way the meetings are split up is that I usu-
ally miss the great presentations at the North End meeting. Most 
recently David shared pictures and stories from his recent trip to 
Italy. Sigh. Living in the South Sound does have its drawbacks.

This coming year should be exciting for our group. We have 
our club’s 25th anniversary in 2016 and we want to celebrate!! Our 
annual car show is coming up fast.

There’s always a need for a club rally, so if you have an idea for 
a drive, feel free to put one together. Ask for help with the route 
or instruction writing if you need it. In the past, we’ve held rally 
writing workshops, so several members have a lot of knowledge 
and skill in this department. There are old drives archived on the 
club website to work from as well.

It looks like 2016 should be another good year for FEN, and I 
hope to see you at our annual holiday party at the Carsons’ place in 
Tacoma. Ciao!   

— Gregory, President
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2016 FIAT 124 Spider

[Please note that this press release 
is from a European website.  The 
pictures shown here are of the 
European version, not the US 
version, but the information below  
is accurate for US-bound cars.  
A big thanks to Fred Russell for 
alerting us to this story. —Ed.]

Almost 50 years since the 
original was introduced, the 

FIAT 124 Spider is back! True 
to its celebrated nameplate, the 
all-new FIAT 124 Spider brings 
classic Italian styling and pure 
driving pleasure to a new gener-
ation, with its powerful turbo-
charged petrol engine, sophisti-
cated suspension, and traditional 
rear-wheel-drive layout.

Designed at Centro Stile 
in Turin, Italy, the new FIAT 
124 Spider takes its inspiration 
from the 1966 original, not only 
in terms of its proportions and 
stance but also in its detailing. 
A horizontal line emerges from 
the front wing, kicking up over 
the rear haunch and flowing 
toward the tail lamp, aping the distinctive 
bodywork of the original car, while the 
style and position of the LED headlamps 
and the hexagonal upper grille both draw 
heavily from the details of the classic 
roadster.

The bonnet of the new sports car also 
emulates the twin power domes of the 
second-generation FIAT 124 Spider (a 
functional design feature necessitated by 
the fitment of larger engines), while the 
rear view is defined by two main features: 
the “seagull” wings, the upper surface of 
which fall inward toward the decklid, and 
the sharp horizontal tail lamps, which 

incorporate a new FIAT stylistic sign of body-coloured inserts 
launched with the new FIAT 500. An integrated rear spoiler en-
hances the aerodynamic performance of the new FIAT 124 Spider, 
while twin exhaust outlets underline the performance capability of 
the engine.

The interior of the new FIAT 124 Spider, in keeping with the 
exterior, mixes Italian style with the classic ingredients of a driv-
er-focused roadster. The low-slung seats are comprised of a light-
weight net structure with a unique foam shape and are trimmed in 
premium upholstery, aligning the driver perfectly with the sporty 
steering wheel and ideally located pedals and gear shifter. The 
three-gauge instrument cluster with its central rev-counter hints at 
the excitement awaiting the driver, while soft-touch materials and 
unique detailing set it apart as a high-quality and elegant roadster 
in the tradition of its best Italian predecessors.

Official Press Release  
November 18, 2015

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org December 2015 The FIAT-isti   3 

This attention to detail extends even as far as the operation of 
the soft top, with spring-assisted opening and closing—eliminating 
the need for a power assist system—and automatic window lower-
ing and raising when the header-rail lock levers are operated. Even 
the seat structure is designed with the roof operation in mind—the 
narrow shoulder bolster allows the upper body to move freely, facil-
itating rapid and unrestricted roof operation from the driver’s seat.

With the roof retracted and the side windows rolled down, the 
aerodynamics around the rearward-mounted windscreen frame of 
the FIAT 124 Spider have been optimised to guide the wind above 
the heads of occupants and towards the rear of the car, minimising 
both the amount of wind striking occupants directly and drafts 
buffeting from behind.

Particular care has also been given to the reduction of noise, 
vibration, and harshness, with specially tuned engine mounts, and 
carefully engineered isolation of the transmission and differential, 
as well as suspension components of differing resonances. Wind 
noise is combated with the adoption of an aerodynamically effi-
cient design for the rear edge of the hood, A-pillars, and header—
even the seatbelt mounting position is located to minimise wind 
noise while driving with the top down.

The 124 Spider also uses sound insulation to reduce noise 
while driving with the top up. The soft top is fitted with a headliner 
inside the vehicle for improved sound absorption, and there’s a rear 
package mat to provide further sound absorption and insulation.

Of course, the FIAT 124 Spider is more than an exercise in 
nostalgic roof-down style—under the bonnet lies FIAT’s venerable 
1.4-litre MultiAir Turbo engine producing 140 hp and 240 Nm of 
torque, driving the rear wheels for the first time via a lightweight, 
quick-shifting, six-speed manual transmission, specially optimised 
for this high torque output. The MultiAir induction system ensures 
responsive characteristics across the rev range while lowering fuel 
consumption under low or medium load, 
while the position of the engine nearer the 
centre of the car reduces yaw inertia and 
improves handling agility.

Key to the dynamic abilities of the 
FIAT 124 Spider is its lightweight body 
structure, achieved using aluminium, 
high-tensile steel and precision engineer-
ing. A strong backbone frame, comprised of 
robust, straight beams, underpins the over-
all structure, while a front subframe and 
rear cross members connect the backbone 
to the front and rear sections to provide a 
structure that is light, safe, and extremely 
rigid. Aluminium components include the 
bonnet and boot lid, front and rear bumper 

Wind noise is combated with the 

adoption of an aerodynamically 

efficient design for the rear edge  

of the hood,  A-pillars, and 

header—even the seatbelt 

mounting position is located to 

minimise wind noise while driving 

with the top-down system.
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reinforcements, seatback bars, underbody 
cross-member, and bulkhead panel.

The suspension of the FIAT 124 Spider 
consists of a double-wishbone front and 
multilink rear arrangement, with a rear 
setup engineered to increase toe-in under 
high cornering forces for improved stability. 
The straight steering shaft position ensures 
linear and positive steering responsiveness, 
with the electric power-assist (dual-pinion) 
system providing light, consistent, and 
responsive steering characteristics.

The new FIAT 124 Spider offers a range 
of technologies to enhance the driving ex-
perience while also keeping occupants safe 

and connected. The most important information is fed to the driver 
in the traditional way, via a three-gauge cluster with a large ana-
logue tachometer in the centre, flanked by a speedometer and an 
information display. The standard infotainment unit offers a high 
level of equipment including a USB/auxiliary input, six speakers, 
and Bluetooth connectivity, while the enhanced version features a 
seven-inch touchscreen display, DAB digital radio, two USB ports, 
multimedia control, a reversing camera, and a 3D navigation sys-
tem, with phone calls, music, and navigation all voice-controlled. 
A Bose premium sound system with nine speakers, including twin 
headrest speakers per seat and a subwoofer, is also available as an 
option. The system also provides drivers with access to Aha and 
Stitcher Internet radio apps via Bluetooth connectivity.

The pursuit of driving pleasure hasn’t been at the expense of 
occupant well-being, and the new FIAT 124 Spider has been engi-
neered to meet the highest safety standards, with a high strength 
body engineered to provide excellent impact-absorption charac-
teristics. In the event of a frontal impact, for example, multiload 
path structures within the body distribute impact energy along 
two main channels, dispersing and absorbing energy within special 
crash structures and across the side sills, B-pillars, and central 
tunnel. Side-impact energy is managed by a ringlike structure 
incorporating the rear portion of the sills, rear cross member, and 
seatback bars, allowing the entire body to absorb the energy, while 
rear collision protection is provided by combining high-tensile 
steel and robust structures with strategic deformation control and 
load distribution channels.

Pedestrian-friendly “active” bonnet, stability control, traction 
control, and rollover mitigation are all offered as standard. Features 
such as adaptive headlamps, reversing camera, rain-sensitive 
wipers, keyless entry, and voice-operated infotainment and naviga-
tions systems will be standard or optional dependent on grade.  

Images from Ultimate Car Page. For a complete  
photo gallery, see http://www.ultimatecarpage.
com/car/6404/FIAT-124-Spider.html.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.ultimatecarpage.com/car/6404/Fiat-124-Spider.html
http://www.ultimatecarpage.com/car/6404/Fiat-124-Spider.html
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Do you drive your FIAT year-round like I do my 
Lancia Scorpion? If so, there are a few import-

ant things to do to make sure your car’s ready for 
the winter driving season.

Does it run well? It could need a tune-up. Cold 
weather can make poor running worse in several 
ways. Some people change the viscosity of the oil 
they use in their cars for the winter, but here in the 
PNW our winters are mild enough that this isn’t 
usually an issue. I use Castrol 20w/50 all year.

If you have any problems with water in your 
fuel, cold weather will make it worse. A bottle of 
Heet gas drier (really just methyl alcohol) will mix 
with any water in your fuel and help move it out 
through normal use. Our local fuel supply contains 
some ethanol, which can contribute to moisture in 
your fuel, so keep it fresh. In cold weather, rubber 
parts can shrink, leading to leaks where you don’t 
normally see them. Coolant lines and more impor-
tantly fuel lines are what I’m thinking about here. 
Visually and also physically checking the tightness 
of clamps is a good idea. I like to give my engine the 
“sniff test” to help find any leaks.

Check the air filter for not only how clean it 
is, but to make sure someone hasn’t moved in. 
Mice love to nest in the air cleaner housing. I cover the end of 
the air cleaner housing snorkel on my cars with one-quarter-inch 
galvanized wire mesh to keep out the critters. This is also the time 
to move the lid of your air filter housing from the summer to the 
winter position if you have a carbureted engine.

Check your fluids! Make sure you have the proper mix of cool-
ant and water for freeze protection. Older FIATs that use traditional 
green coolant should generally use a 50/50 mix. I use Sierra brand, 
which protects against freezing down to -26ºF at that mixture. 
Check the level of your brake clutch reservoirs. In cold weather, a 
worn master cylinder can present itself via a leak or soft pedal. Pay 
attention to this, since it can be a helpful warning of a needed repair.

Tires are another area that needs attention in the winter. You 
should make sure you have the correct cold pressure before setting 
out. The correct pressure will depend on your car, the tires, and the 
kind of driving you do. Keep in mind that a tire that looks low has 
very little pressure in it and can get damaged, overheat, or come 

off the wheel in a turn. If you don’t have 
all-season tires (usually labeled with a 
“M+S” marking), be extra careful in heavy 
rain and of course snow. Check the tread 
depth using the built-in wear bars. When 
the tread depth is at 2/32", they are worn 
out!

With colder driving comes the need 
to see out of sometimes fogged-up glass. I 
have tried window treatments like Fog-X 
for this before with little success. Instead 
now I just prefer to make sure the glass 
is clean and that my heater system works 
well.

Tech Session:  Winter Readiness
Article by Gregory Smith, FEN President

Top: Image from www.nanaimochryslerdealer.com;
Bottom: Image from http://www.autoblog.gr. 
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On the outside, new wipers and a full wiper 
fluid reservoir are important. If you have an older 
FIAT, you may need to lubricate the wiper arm 
shafts where they come through the cowl. Rain-X 
can help keep the windshield clear, but it can also 
cause wipers to chatter and skip. It seems to work 
best in light rain when you hardly use your wipers, 
especially at high speed.

Recently I found that my Scorpion’s windshield 
had a hazy film on it. I’m not sure what caused 
it; tree sap, road spray, or dust from sitting in my 
garage when I do other projects and leave it uncov-
ered. Whatever the cause, I found that simple glass 
cleaner wouldn’t remove it. Fortunately I have a 
bottle of Griot’s glass polish. Just like car wax, you 
apply it with a gentle rubbing and buff it off. This 
removed the film and makes the glass feel silky-
smooth. I recommend it!

For driving at night or in inclement weather, 
it’s vital that all your lighting work correctly. Check 
your side markers and front and rear running lights 
(sometimes called parking lights) to make sure they 
work. Check that your brake lights work, and the 
function of your turn signals. Make sure your haz-
ard lights flash when the switch is used. Make sure 

your headlights work, both low and high beam, and that they’re 
clean. 

If your lights don’t work as well as you want, consider adding 
a relay kit to help them shine at their full potential. Relay kits are 
available commercially, and I make relay kits for FIAT Spiders. This 
is a passion of mine so feel free to ask if you have questions. 

And finally, make sure you’re prepared for conditions you may 
encounter on your drive. This means dressing for the weather, 
of course. Have snow chains in the trunk if you are going over a 
mountain pass, and make sure that they fit your tires, are complete, 
and that you know how to install them. I like to also carry a blanket, 
some water, and car fluids like oil and antifreeze in the trunk. These 
days you can’t be sure that a gas station will have an air pump for 
filling tires, so I keep a 12V tire pump in the car as well.

In your glovebox, keep spare fuses and bulbs, and consider a 
fire extinguisher just in case.

If you make these checks part of your normal pretrip routine, 
you will be sure not to have any problems with your FIAT this 
winter. The peace of mind that comes from being prepared can 
make your winter driving that much more enjoyable. Ciao!   

Above, top:  A 1957 FIAT 100/103 E in the 27th 
Annual  Winter Marathon Rally 2015.  Directly 
above:  A 1967 FIAT 124 Sport Spider.

This  Winter Marathon was held January 22–25, 
2015 at Madonna di Campiglio in the Dolomite 
Mountains of Italy.  A field of 120 historic car 
teams challenged this year’s reliability trial that 
once again proved to be an exciting combination 
of cold weather, snowy conditions, and lots of 
curves. This year’s Marathon covered 427 kilo-
meters, from the beautiful streets of Trentino Alto 
Adige to the most challenging Dolomite passes—
four of them over 2,000 meters high.

The cars in this year’s rally were built before 1968, 
except for a selection of special-interest cars built 
through 1976 that made history in 1970s rallies, 
such as the 1974 Lancia Stratos of  Tonoli-Bres-
ciani, the 1976 Renault Alpine A110 1800, two 
FIAT 124 Abarth Rallys built in 1975, the 1970 
Lancia Fulvia Coupee Rallye 1.6 HF of Lyver-
oulaz-Trossello, and some well-known Porsche 911 
models.  Alberto Aliverti and Alberto Maffi won the 
Marathon in their 1940 Lancia Aprilia.

See the full article and photo gallery by  
Pierpaolo Romano and Sports Car Digest:
http://www.sportscardigest.com/winter-marathon-rally-2015-report-and-photos/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.sportscardigest.com/winter-marathon-rally-2015-report-and-photos/
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In 2013, the Director Board of the Italian Air Force Histori-
cal Museum initiated the restoration work on the FIAT G.59 

M.M.53276, displayed for years in Vigna di Valle. The paintwork 
was in particular need of attention, whilst the interior structure 
was found to be in overall good condition. 

The large single-engine airplane was moved to the Mainte-
nance and Restoration Hangar, where technical staff carried out 
an extensive inspection to verify the conditions of the airframe, 
followed by a restoration schedule and a bit of research around 
the aircraft’s history. The G.59 was considered a truly untouched, 
original specimen, as it was put on display without receiving any 
restoration work.

The team was hoping to find some evidence of its last opera-
tional service with the Air Force. The museum recently embraced 
a philosophy that requires a full investigation of the aircraft’s 
condition and history before initiating any restoration work. An 
unrestored aircraft can be a perfect time capsule that reveals a lot 
of useful information related to its original layout, history, and 
assembly methods, and these are often crucial details from not just 
a historical perspective, but also in achieving as accurate a resto-
ration as possible.

This specific G.59 arrived from Turin in the mid-70s, following 
the Italian Air Force Museum’s move from Turin to Vigna di Valle, 

And Now, for Something a Little Different—A FIAT in the Air

near Rome. The serial number helped 
identify the aircraft as construction 
number 61, specifically a IV-Series 
G.59-2B, with the tilting canopy seen on 
its predecessor, the G.55. Despite this 
information, the aircraft sported all the 
key features of a -4 aircraft—specifically 
sliding bubble canopies and a retractable 
landing light—however, this is explained 
because most early production aircraft 
eventually received upgrades to the later 
standards.   

For the complete story on this remarkable 
plane, see the full article on the Warbirds 
News website (November 18, 2015): http://
www.warbirdsnews.com/aviation-muse-
um-news/fiat-g-59-restoration-completed.
html

While we’re all familiar with FIATs as cars, many of us may not be aware that FIAT also made planes throughout much 
of the 20th century. FIAT Aviazione was an Italian aircraft manufacturer (at one time part of the FIAT group) that focused 
mainly on military aviation and fighter aircraft. Here’s a glimpse into one such plane. —Ed.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.warbirdsnews.com/aviation-museum-news/fiat-g-59-restoration-completed.html
http://www.warbirdsnews.com/aviation-museum-news/fiat-g-59-restoration-completed.html
http://www.warbirdsnews.com/aviation-museum-news/fiat-g-59-restoration-completed.html
http://www.warbirdsnews.com/aviation-museum-news/fiat-g-59-restoration-completed.html
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From Dan and Sooz Rian

A local state trooper once told us when we were 
teenagers that the way to break in a new car 

engine is to drive it hard, so it will be a strong 
engine all its life. In the 1970s we had a brand-new 
1970 yellow Plymouth Duster with a 340-cc en-
gine. It had nice pipes and could really scoot. At 
the time, Sooz was a cop. One of our best friends, 
who was also a cop, got married. The best man (you 
guessed it—also a cop) was to take the newlyweds 
to a secret destination hotel at the airport after the 
ceremony and the reception.

The best man had a brand-new Plymouth 
Roadrunner. Naturally, he thought his vehicle was 
superior to ours. He also happened to be the deputy 
chief. As soon as the reception was over (it was at the 
groom’s parents’ house and lasted about four hours), 
the best man, bride, and groom hurriedly left. Five 
of us (including three cops) piled in the Duster and 
were in hot pursuit. In a matter of a few short min-
utes, we were southbound on I-405 from Bothell. 

In those days, 405 had much less traffic on the 
weekends than it does now. Our speeds immediate-
ly jumped to100 mph, and we were off like bullets, 
hot on the tail of the Roadrunner. He wove in and 
out of traffic, hoping to lose us. In Bellevue, he 
actually left the freeway and wound around little 
neighborhoods and shopping areas, but we antici-
pated his every move. If we lost him, it was only a 
minute or so until we would spot him again.

Back on the freeway again in Bellevue, our 
speed again climbed over 100 mph. We had our 
flashers on and we suspect the two state troopers 
we passed south of Bellevue recognized one of the 
cars because they didn’t even try to stop us. At the 
airport, the Roadrunner lost us for a minute, but we 
drove around and located the hotel where they were 
staying. Even Sooz’s badge wouldn’t gain us infor-
mation about which room they were in, so we gave 
up and went home. The chase was over anyway, and 
we succeeded, which was what was important.

The near-death part has to do with Dan, who 
was driving the Duster, even though Sooz and 
another cop in the car were the only ones who had 
passed the pursuit course. He terrified the cop in 
the back seat, trying to prove the Duster could 
handle it. (It wasn’t until two years ago that Sooz 
gave Dan a professional racing school course for 
his birthday.) Sure glad he doesn’t have a heavy foot 
anymore—joke!

From Mi Ae Lipe

In spite of my current work as an advocate for 
better traffic safety, I’ve battled drowsiness behind 

the wheel my entire driving life. Piloting a car 
profoundly relaxes me—a bit too much. 

Years ago on one cross-country trip, I dozed off 
somewhere in Wyoming. This was micro-sleep of 
the worst kind—I don’t even recall losing conscious-
ness. What I do remember is waking up with a start 
and finding myself in the left lane of Interstate 90 
about 150 feet from a large black Suburban—with 
my cruise control still set to 75 mph. Instantly I 
slammed on the brakes to keep myself from ram-
ming into the Suburban. As I scrubbed off speed, I 
noticed to my horror a highway worker wearing no 
helmet or seatbelt driving a small, riding, open-seat 
John Deere lawnmower. He was pulling out from the 
grassy median in front of the Suburban, which was 
obviously traveling slowly to escort it.

Had I not woken up the moment I did, I would 
have rear-ended the Suburban at 75 mph, causing it 
to ram into the John Deere and throw its driver in 
turn an untold number of feet, sending him to his 
almost-certain death. This realization shook me to 
the core. It’s a lesson that has stayed with me through 
the years every time I set out for a long trip.

READERS RESPOND ASKS NEXT MONTH’S 
QUESTION: WHAT’S YOUR BIGGEST TRAFFIC 
OR DRIVING PET PEEVE AND WHY?  
Let’s hear from some of you who haven’t written!

Readers Respond:  What Was Your Closest Near-Death 
Experience in a Car, as a Driver or Passenger?

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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VP David Moise opened the meeting at 7 pm. Member 
Leonard Aikens introduced himself because he hasn’t 
attended many meetings. Also present was guest Paul 
Lewis, who had a short presentation. David advised 
that our Treasurer Leroy Mietzner was not able to at-
tend the meeting, but he reported that we are solvent.

New Business
Rex Rice presented the Acronym Awards for a new 
version of what FIAT stands for (since we’re all so 
tired of “Fix It Again Tony”). George Baumann won 
a bottle of the Rices’ homemade wine for his version, 
“Fantastic Italian Automotive Technology.” Judy Moise 
won a copy of Mi Ae’s cookbook with her submission 
“First In Affectionate Transportation.” The third-place 
winner was Leonard Aikens with his “Fetch It Another 
Tow.”

Other Announcements
• David mentioned that Mi Ae Lipe, designer and 

editor of our newsletter, along with her friend, 
Mark Butcher, are getting an award from the 
Washington State Traffic Safety Commission for 
their work toward making Washington State a 
safer place to drive. The Safety Commission has 
a goal called Target Zero to have no traffic fatali-
ties by the year 2030. On December 8, Mi Ae and 
Mark are being publicly honored for their work 
toward that goal. It is highly unusual for civilians 
to receive such an award. Congrats to both of 
them. Everyone present cheered, because we’re 
all so proud of the appearance and content of the 
newsletter.

• David reminded everyone that there is no reg-
ular December meeting because it is being re-
placed by a holiday party on December 6, from  
2 to 6 pm. It will again be at the lovely home of 
Sue and Dan Carson in Tacoma at 910 South Proc-
tor St. The club provides the meat, while members 
should bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert; 
also BYOB and a white elephant (not to exceed 
$10 in value) for the gift exchange.

• Paul Lewis, a Bothell mechanic, spoke about the 
history of taillight issues with 124 Spiders. He 
has invented and manufactured a plug-and-play 
LED conversion taillight assembly. He told us 
that the original FIAT assemblies were construct-
ed of paper and cardboard; therefore, they were 
victims of moisture damage. These assemblies he 
makes are weatherproof. They are not available to 
the general public yet, and he will install them. He 
also commented on how much brighter the LED 
system is. He is also working on boards for Alfas. 
They are currently selling for $349 for a set of 2.  
He is still negotiating distribution of the boards.  
If anyone is interested, contact Paul Lewis at  
206-307-5020.

• Mi Ae mentioned that her cookbook, Bounty 
from the Box, is now being sold for $35 and has 
over 350 recipes, featuring a variety of fruits,  
vegetables, and herbs.

• Rex gave a brief report of their trip to Japan. He 
commented on the horrendous pedestrian and 
traffic situation. He also went fishing there. [He 
will do a slideshow presentation of his and Carrie’s 
travels at our January meeting.]

VP David Moise then presented a colorful, feast-
for-the-eyes slideshow of his and Judy’s trip, where 
they were able to barge and bike from Amsterdam to 
Bruges and visit Slovania and the former Yugoslavian 
Adriatic coast, Barcelona, Sicily, and southern Italy. 
They were even able to visit the Italian coastal city of 
Cefalu. Their beautiful pictures allowed us to feel like 
we were right there—and we were able to enjoy the 
scenery AND the food!

Not to mention the variety of vehicles he photo-
graphed … all the way from different VW vans to old 
and new FIAT cars, RV-type FIATs, and Alfas. Gas was 
$1.12 to $1.18 euros a liter (a euro is approximately 
1.48 to 1.50 in US dollars).

David surprised us by mentioning that around 
the Alps and Slovania, there are two million people in 

FEN Meeting Minutes
November 4, 2015

Respectfully submitted,  
Suzanne Rian, North End Secretary

FEN Meeting Minutes, continued on page 14
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The Rest of the Story from 
the Los Angeles Auto Show
Article by Alex Sargeant

The Los Angeles International Auto Show has come and gone. 
Of course, the really big news for FIAT enthusiasts was all 

about the exciting new 2017 FIAT 124 Spider. The official press 
release and pictures are published elsewhere in this newsletter, so 
I’ll just quickly summarize—it’s pretty, the first ones will be blue, 
and we have no idea of the price. The spotlight was also shared 
with FIAT’s sister brand Alfa Romeo for the North American 
introduction of the 2017 Giulia sedan. More about that later.

However, the 124 Spider wasn’t all that was going on for 
FIAT. This was the fifth anniversary of FIAT’s first appearance at 
the show where the new 2012 FIAT 500 was introduced to North 
America, and the anniversary was commemorated by heritage 
displays of both original 500s and 124 Spiders. FIAT Chrysler 
Automobiles global chief marketing officer Olivier François started 
off the 2015 press conference much like he did five years ago. The 
man is always good for snappy quotes (“FIAT proves that style isn’t 
reserved for those with an open checkbook”). And “2016 marks 
the anniversary of an icon, but for FIAT it will mark our return to 
the open-air market.”

There was a bit of whimsy in the FIAT display as well. Star 
Wars Mania is rampant through all the FCA brands, and FIAT was 
not exempt. The Storm Trooper Edition 500e was evidence of the 
corporate tie-in with the rebirth of the mega-licensing franchise and 
related movie.

Photo credits

Above:  Courtesy of Shannon Low.  Above right: 
Olivier François on stage at the LA Auto Show,  
www.media.mnn.com.

Opposite page, top:  
The Storm Trooper 500e, 
http://hanabi.autoweek.com.

Opposite page, middle:   
The 2016 695 Biposto Record, 
http://o.aolcdn.com.

Opposite page: bottom:  
 The Diane Von Furstenberg Edition,  
http://d2gghudkay3hy2.cloudfront.net.

FIAT Chrysler Automobiles global 
chief marketing officer Olivier 
François started off the 2015 
press conference much like he did 
five years ago.  The man is always 
good for snappy quotes (“FIAT 
proves that style isn’t reserved for 
those with an open checkbook”).

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Almost lost in all the Star Wars hype was the high-fashion 
Diane Von Furstenberg Edition of the 2016 FIAT 500X. This was 
the result of a cobranded contest run by FIAT USA and DVF 
organized around the “How I Became the Woman I Wanted to Be” 
theme. A highlight of the event was the presentation of the DVF 
500X to the winner of the contest, Feven Johannes. 

According to DVF’s Instagram post on the event: Meet Feven 
Johannes @thereal_feven. Feven was born in a refugee camp in 
Sudan. Her parents walked 700 km from Erithrea to get there. They 
lived in the camp for 5 years. Eventually they came to America win-
ning a green card. As her parents were very educated, they quickly 
got good jobs and Feven, her twin sister, and her brother grew up 
in America. Feven told me that she remembers her mother doing 
overtime to buy herself her first DVF wrap dress. She told her daugh-
ters that DVF is not just a brand, it is a movement! Feven and her 
sister just started a business, a wedding planning business online. To 
finance that, Feven sold her car. Thanks to DVFxFIAT contest, Feven 
won the first DVF print FIAT 500 car!! Thank you FIAT! @fiatusa @
houseofdvf Love is life. Diane

FIAT also upheld the dubious tradition of introducing really 
cool models we can’t get here with the announcement of the 2016 
Abarth 695 Biposto Record special edition. And a very special one 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Projected US zero-to-60-mph 

times of the upcoming 2017 Alfa 

Romeo Giulia Quadrofogglio Verde 

sedan remain below 4 seconds 

and top speed is claimed to be 

191 mph, making it even faster 

than the currently available Alfa 

Romeo 4C. It’s claimed that it will 

be the fastest sedan available in 

the under-$100K price range. It’s 

already set an unoffical record at 

the Nürburgring.

it is—a scant 133 copies will be made of this Modena Yellow 190 
HP screamer. Only available in Europe, the MSRP was announced 
at $55,680.

The 133 units commemorate the 133 motorsports records 
FIAT has held over the years. One-hundred-ninety HP is 10 more 
than the regular 695 Biposto editions. For those who don’t remem-

ber, “Biposto” signifies two seats. This Abarth ditches 
the back seat for lighter weight, tipping the scales 
at just 2,198 lbs. The lighter weight and extra power 
allow the 695 to reach 60 mph in 5.8 seconds with a 
143 mph top speed.

The upcoming 2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadro-
fogglio Verde sedan was also formally introduced to 
North America on the same day as the 124 Spider, 
and we learned a few more details about the version 
coming here. It’s now rated at 503 HP and the official 
engine size is 2.9L. The engine is derived from the 
Ferrari-designed 3.0L V-6 unit currently available in 
the Maserati Ghibli. 

Unofficial comments about the price are now 
hovering around $70K, down from the orginial $80K 
rumors. Our version gains about 300 pounds for 
American and Canadian safety compliance require-
ments, but it’s still going to be quite a bit lighter than 
the BMW M3 and the Audi S4. Projected US zero-to-
60-mph times remain below 4 seconds and top speed 
is claimed to be 191 mph, making it even faster than 
the currently available Alfa Romeo 4C. It’s claimed 
that it will be the fastest sedan available in the 
under-$100K price range. It’s already set an unoffical 
record at the Nürburgring.   

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at Rairdon’s   
Maserati-Alfa Romeo-FIAT Kirkland and a member of FEN.

Alfa Romeo pictures, top right: http://blog.
nwautos.com; above top: http://www.gannett-cdn.
com; directly above: http://cdn.bmwblog.com.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
Dec 6  FEN Board Meeting and Holiday 
Party at Dan and Sue Carson’s home, 2 to 6 pm, 
910 S. Proctor St., Tacoma WA 98405. Bring a 
side dish, salad, or dessert, and BYOB plus your 
good spirits, of course! (Ham, sparkling cider, 
and paper goods provided by FEN.) And bring a 
“White Elephant” gift (valued at $10 +/-) for the 
gift exchange.
 A short board meeting will be held beginning 
at 1 pm just before the Holiday Party. All 
members are welcome to attend. Discussions 
will include what we might be able to do for club 
events in the coming year.

Jan 1, 2016  Northwest Alfa Romeo Club 
Anti-Football Drive, Coffee and driver meeting 
at Starbucks by Southcenter in Tukwila at 8:30 
am, depart at 9 am. Route goes through Federal 
Way, Fife, Tacoma, Ruston, across the Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge, Gig Harbor, and back roads 
on the Kitsap Peninsula. Then on to Bremerton, 
across the Manette Bridge, and up through the 
tiny communities with great names like Illahee, 
Gilberton, and Brownsville. Lunch stop in 
Poulsbo. Return trip has two options: Suquamish 
to Kingston Ferry and Edmonds, or across the 
Agate Pass Bridge onto Bainbridge Island and on 
the ferry to downtown Seattle. More details on  
NWARC website at www.nwalfaclub.com, or 
contact Fred Russell at fktmrussell@msn.com.

Jan 6  Regular club meeting (North) at Spiro’s 
Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, 
206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner. Evening program will be Rex 
Rice showing his and Carrie’s travels in Japan.

Jan 13 South Sound Social meeting, 
Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South Tacoma 
Way, Tacoma, Washington, 253-476-9000. Plan 

to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. This is a 
short evening event devoted to socializing. An 
opportunity to get to know other club members 
you may not have met yet and catch up with 
those you do know.

Feb 3  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

March 2  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

March 8 South Sound Social meeting, 
Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South Tacoma 
Way, Tacoma, Washington, 253-476-9000. Plan 
to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. This is a 
short evening event devoted to socializing. An 
opportunity to get to know other club members 
you may not have met yet and catch up with 
those you do know.

March 12  Shamrock Rallye led by Bert 
Cripe. This one-day rallye begins and ends in 
Everett. We are calling it a rallye because it has 
about a dozen riddles to answer, if you care to do 
so, that are just plain silly puns—real groaners! 
Details will appear in upcoming newsletters. Please 
RSVP to Bert Cripe at spiders@wavecable.com.

April—TBD  The Citroen Club’s Spring 
Drive. Details to come when they are available.

April 17  Annual FEN Car Show at the 
Triple XXX Restaurant, Issaquah, Washington.

Check the FEN website for more 
exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://nwalfaclub.com/
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Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

FEN Meeting Minutes, continued from page 9

Odd Picture of the Month

Nervous when you see a student driver in a Ford Focus?  Then don’t 
freak out when you get behind this learner vehicle …

Picture by Leah Moise (David’s daughter) in Walla Walla, Washington.

the whole country. We liked a sign he photographed that said, “A 
meal without wine is called breakfast.” There was evidence of the 
1991–1995 Bosnian war. Running through the Old Bridge area in 
Mostar in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Neretva river separates the 
Christian and Muslim sides of the city. They also visited the Panda 
Museum of WWII in Sicily. 

They witnessed the Prickly Pear Festival and also observed 
a car rally which drove through the city, featuring pre-war TCs, 
Lancia Fulvia 1100s, a 1930 Belila [sp.?], a 1930-500, and an 8V, all 
through bridges and tunnels. It was very organized and smoothly 
run, and it was such a delight for them to be there and witness it. 
Thank you, David and Judy!

David also mentioned that we desperately need a webmaster 
to take over for the new year. With all our new members who are 
more techie than us oldsters, we hope someone will volunteer 
soon. It’s mostly just maintaining the website which already exists.

After door prizes were distributed, the meeting was adjourned.  
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January Meeting’s Program:  
Big City Sights and  
Little Cars in   Tokyo

Join us at our next regular FEN North End  
meeting at Spiro’s in Shoreline on January 6, 

when Rex Rice presents a show of his  
and Carrie’s October travels in Japan. 

Rex says:  “Here’s a pic of the lobby of the 
Tokyo Tower, which features a new FIAT 500. 

From the observation deck, one sees Tokyo 
in all directions as far as you can see.  

The population of the greater Tokyo  
area equals the population of California.  

Seattle looks like a quaint village to us now.”

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

2017 FIAT 124 Spider: Can an iconic roadster drive brand appeal? (Forbes, December 4, 2015) 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kbrauer/2015/12/04/2017-fiat-124-spider-will-this-iconic-roadster-drive-emotional-
appeal-for-the-italian-brand/

FIAT Chrysler approves Ferrari spinoff (The Wall Street Journal, December 3, 2015) 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/fiat-chrysler-approves-ferrari-spinoff-1449170879

FCA taps its inner Star Wars; what’s yours? (Objects in the Mirror, December 3, 2015) 
http://blog.fcanorthamerica.com/2015/12/03/fca-taps-its-inner-star-wars-whats-yours/

FIAT said to delay Maserati, Alfa Romeo models on China woes (CNET, December 2, 2015)  
http://www.cnet.com/news/fiat-chrysler-automobiles-to-delay-even-more-new-models-sources-say/

FIAT’s low quality perception “will take time” to change, says global CEO (Car Advice, December 4, 2015) 
http://www.caradvice.com.au/401471/fiats-low-quality-perception-will-take-time-to-change-says-global-ceo/

FIAT hints at Abarth version of 124 Spider (Autoweek, December 1, 2015)
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/fiat-hints-abarth-version-124-spider

Lancia Ypsilon crumbles, gets only two stars in latest Euro NCAP test of 15 new models (Carscoops, 
December 3, 2015)  http://www.carscoops.com/2015/12/lancia-ypsilon-crumbles-gets-only-two.html

Lancia: Two Men honor a dying Italian legend (Yahoo Autos, November 29, 2015)  
https://www.yahoo.com/autos/lancia-two-men-honor-a-dying-italian-legend-003136817.html

Impending Maserati Levante SUV critical for firm’s future success (Carscoops, December 5, 2015)
http://www.carscoops.com/2015/12/impending-maserati-levante-suv-critical.html

Overzealous ’90s Maserati monstrosity: Weird Car of the Week (BoldRide, December 4, 2015)  
http://news.boldride.com/2015/12/maserati-auge-concept-90s-weird-car/95380/

http://www.forbes.com/sites/kbrauer/2015/12/04/2017-fiat-124-spider-will-this-iconic-roadster-drive-emotional-appeal-for-the-italian-brand/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kbrauer/2015/12/04/2017-fiat-124-spider-will-this-iconic-roadster-drive-emotional-appeal-for-the-italian-brand/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/fiat-chrysler-approves-ferrari-spinoff-1449170879
http://blog.fcanorthamerica.com/2015/12/03/fca-taps-its-inner-star-wars-whats-yours/
http://www.cnet.com/news/fiat-chrysler-automobiles-to-delay-even-more-new-models-sources-say/
http://www.caradvice.com.au/401471/fiats-low-quality-perception-will-take-time-to-change-says-global
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/fiat-hints-abarth-version-124-spider
http://www.carscoops.com/2015/12/lancia-ypsilon-crumbles-gets-only-two.html
https://www.yahoo.com/autos/lancia-two-men-honor-a-dying-italian-legend-003136817.html
http://www.carscoops.com/2015/12/impending-maserati-levante-suv-critical.html
http://news.boldride.com/2015/12/maserati-auge-concept-90s-weird-car/95380/

