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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthu-
siasts who meet regularly throughout 
the year. In general, our club is geared 
towards social rather than the techni-
cal. The club is incorporated as a non-
profit club in Washington State and is 
an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December. A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regu-
lar meeting location alternates month-
ly between Shoreline and Renton. We 
also hold a South Sound Social meeting 
(every other month) for those who 
live in Pierce and Thurston Counties. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 
throughout the year.

A s I write this, I’m still recuperating from the long hot 
drive back from a yearly gathering of FIAT owners in 

Ashland, Oregon. It’s almost hotter here in the Pacific North-
west than it was down there, and I for one am hoping that 
this weather is indeed an anomaly as some weather scientists 
are saying. My trip was a great one, filled with some adven-
ture and new and old fellow FIAT enthusiasts—see the article 
inside on page 6.

We have a great opportunity to have track time with the 
Alfa Club on August 12 (see page 10). If you haven’t been to 
any sort of track day with your car, this might be a good fit. See 
details inside!

The warmer weather is, of course, a great way to see if your 
FIAT’s cooling system is in good shape. With parts in decent 
working order and sufficient airflow, your FIAT should be able 
to handle even the hottest weather. I still keep an eye on my 
gauge but am usually quite confident that my Scorpion’s electric 
fans will come on.

I’m worried about all the recalls that FIAT and other cars 
are having. The latest is to address the ability to “hack” the 
computer controls of new cars and take over some functions. It’s 
another reason I prefer our vintage FIATs to new cars in general.

Our club is looking for someone to fill a newish position 
of Event Coordinator, so if you have a predisposition to orga-
nizing events and members (we usually don’t bite), this could 
be a good opportunity for you. The office duties would include 
scheduling and organizing events so that our activities are 
spread evenly and regularly through the year. The workload 
would depend on how well you delegate, and it could vary from 
event to event. If this sounds like something you’d like to do, see 
one of the club officers.

Lastly, thanks to everyone who attended our club picnic at 
our place in Olympia. We created and consumed 7 pizzas in 
our outdoor wood-fired pizza oven, and of course there was 
extra food, some of which went to our chickens. Members also 
donated 35 nonperishable food items and a large package of 
toilet tissue that the Thurston County Food Bank was grateful to 
receive. I heard that traffic southbound on I-5 was dreadful, and 
so for those who slogged through the long backup, I appreciate 
you making the effort. I hope we can do it again soon.   

— Gregory Smith, President
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Allure of the Automobile    Article by Bert Cripe

The installment this month is for the own-
er of contemporary FIATs. The address is 

https://500madness.com/
It is a subsite of MADNESS Autoworks. From the 

parent site:
“MADNESS Autoworks is located in Signal Hill, 

CA (an enclave surrounded by the City of Long 
Beach) and is a facility dedicated to making your 
favorite ride truly yours by offering a wide line of 
aftermarket accessories, installation, and customizing 
services. Our goal is simple! Provide you with the 
widest range of products, servicing, and customizing 
options with friendly service at a very competitive 
price.”

In addition to FIAT-Chrysler vehicles, they deal in 
parts and service for many European brands.

Perhaps of special interest to FEN members is 
their library of how-to videos covering some of the 
performance and appearance products they have 
available. They even mention that one simple, yet so 
important tip many of us have learned the hard way: 
“…don’t sit in your car if you have a screwdriver in 
your back pocket!”

Product categories include interior and exterior 
upgrades; wheels and tires; suspension and brakes; 
maintenance and service; audio; apparel; and items 
just for the ladies. If you are into it, they are on all of 
the popular social media services.  

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://500madness.com/
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FEN Picnic 2015  Article and photos by Rex Rice

T he FEN picnic at Greg Smith’s 
place was pretty darn good; 

maybe even perfect. The weather was 
warm, not too hot. Although we had 
some rain on the way to Greg’s, we 
weren’t worried as his eating area was 
covered. Everyone brought bowls and 
plates full of other dishes to augment 
the pizza, cooked to perfection by 
Greg in his huge wood-fired pizza 
oven.

With plenty of parking under the 
trees, some FEN members spent some 
leisure time peering under hoods 
and exchanging ideas. Some explored 
the Smiths’ small farm, clucking at 
the chickens in their movable pen or 
scratching the goat’s ears. All in all, a 
pleasant summer day in the country. 
Thank you, Greg!   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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SOVREN Historics 2015
Article by Rex Rice, photos by Rex Rice and Mi Ae Lipe

I t’s the Fourth of July and here we 
are at the Historics again! This time 

it was the Year of the BMW, so there 
were lots of them around. Our FIATs 
are right on the edge of the track once 
again, a perfect place to watch the cars 
tear around at a scary pace.

Some of these cars should be in 
museums, but here they are, being 
flogged; Porsche 356s, old Minis, lots 
of Mustangs, and even a 1964 Stude-
baker holding its own. Although we 
were looking forward to the noon 
break, where all of the car clubs would 
drive on the track for a couple of laps, 
the intense heat got to us. We limped 
home early.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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This was the 20th year for a casual gathering of FIAT 
enthusiasts in Ashland, Oregon. The event originally 

began when some members of Mirafiori.com’s forum decided 
to meet up. The first meet was a simple BBQ in the Portland 
area that some folks from California decided to attend. From 
there, it’s grown into a yearly camp-out at a lake resort out-
side of Ashland; usually included is a track event.

This year the track event didn’t happen because of a dra-
matic rise in insurance costs for the hosting club and other 
logistics. I hope it happens next year because it’s a great way 
to drive your car in a safe environment with other like-mind-
ed drivers. In a couple of years my daughter Hazel will be old 
enough to ride along, and we’re both looking forward to that.

Before the trip, my Scorpion’s rear main seal was leaking 
enough that I decided to change it—after all, I had a couple of 
weeks’ spare time. Unfortunately, things didn’t go exactly as 
planned. First, I had a lot less time to devote to the project as 
I first thought. Second was that the seal I purchased was not 
correct for the larger 2-liter engine in my car. As with many 
rush jobs, things went downhill fast and I ended up breaking 
the seal carrier, a small aluminum part that bolts to the block 
and in which the seal press-fits. So I had to dismantle a spare 
engine to borrow the seal carrier from it.

Eventually I got the seal replaced and was able to reas-
semble the engine and transaxle the night before leaving. 

Mirafiori.com’s Oregon 2015
Article and photos by Greg Smith

Unlike most years, I never actually 

went swimming this year since the 

low lake levels have resulted in 

water filled with algae and muck. 

For me, the people and the cars 

are the real appeal anyway.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org August 2015 The FIAT-isti   7 

Staying up past midnight and then leaving at 5 am makes for 
a difficult start to a journey. After a brisk shower, a double 
Americano coffee, and some fresh eggs, I hit the road in my 
previously packed Scorpion.

The drive was uneventful, and except for some heavy 
morning-commute traffic in Portland, I made good time, yet 
didn’t get any tickets. After getting groceries and filling my 
cooler in Ashland, I headed up Dead Indian Memorial Road, 
which is a blast to drive. The road features many tight turns 
and exciting views while climbing over 2,500 feet in eleva-
tion.

Unfortunately my car stalled as I 
crested the slope, and I pulled off near 
a cattle guard and gate. I was surprised 
and frustrated, and couldn’t figure out 
the problem at the side of the road, so 
I texted a friend, Andy Jossy, who was 
already at the lake. Cell phone recep-
tion was iffy though, so I hitched a 
ride up to the lake with an older cou-
ple and their cat pulling a trailer up to 
another campground. While en route, 
I got the message that my friend was 
coming to my rescue, so I got dropped 
off before we got to the lake.

I gladly climbed into my friend 
Earl Taulbee’s truck and was happy 
to see my other friends with him. We 
went back to my car, hooked up a tow 
chain, and made ready to drag it the 
last few miles to the campground. On 
a whim I tried starting it and of course 
it started, so we unhooked the chain 
and I drove the Scorpion to the camp-
site.

Howard Prairie Lake Resort is a 
manmade lake that is usually popular 
with boaters, fishers, and camping 
enthusiasts. Due to the drought that 
is affecting many of us, the lake level 
was incredibly low, like 23 percent of 
normal. The marina was essentially 
closed, and as a result our group had 
the campground almost to ourselves. 

The next day I did some test-
ing and discovered a very noisy fuel 
pump. Assuming (and you know how 
this goes) that that was the problem, 
I went to a NAPA store in Ashland 
and got a replacement. Sadly, that was 
not the fix I’d hoped for. After more 
careful testing using my “noid” light, I 
eventually found that the injectors of 
my car’s engine, which I had convert-
ed to Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection 

Opposite:  A line of FIATs.  Above:  A borrowed Spider for a parts run.  And 
directly above:  A little shade for fixing an ailing X1/9.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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like later vintage FIATs and Lancias, were not firing due to 
a lack of injector “pulse.” Further testing revealed that the 
ECU was the problem. Some parts trading with other enthu-
siasts proved that my engine would run with the ECU from a 
late-model X1/9 or an ‘81 Brava installed. Because the X1/9 
has a smaller engine, its ECU worked but ran poorly, but it 
was enough to figure out the problem.

Fortunately for me, another fellow enthusiast, Kelly 
Dicker, who runs Wine Country Motors in Napa, Califor-
nia, was delayed in leaving to join us and brought a couple 
of ECUs he had in his parts stash. When he arrived the next 
day, I swapped in one of the replacement ECUs and my car 
ran great. A cool evening test drive showed no problems and 
was also a good way to reconnect with another enthusiast, Al 
Williams, who came all the way from Texas to join us. Yet an-
other enthusiast, Dave Decker from Oregon, showed me his 
124 sedan, which now has the engine and some other parts 
from FEN member Mary Zeitner’s old ‘72 FIAT sedan.

After all this, the next day I helped another attendee fix 
his exhaust manifold gasket on his X1/9. The X has the intake 
and exhaust on the same side of the engine, so it all had to 
come off to change the gasket, which is shared between the 
intake and exhaust. Doing this revealed old, brittle, and oth-
erwise dangerous fuel lines, so another trip to NAPA sup-
plied us with new FI-rated, ethanol-compatible fuel hose for 
the X. After I gave him a brief tutorial on how to change the 
hoses, he was able to replace all the suspect hoses and reas-
semble the engine the next day.

The rest of the time I spent visiting folks from all over, 

Due to the drought that is  

affecting many of us, the lake 

level was incredibly low, like 23 

percent of normal.  The marina was 

essentially closed, and as a result 

our group had the campground 

almost to ourselves.

Above: Morning coffee by the lake. Left: Campsite fuel line replacement, and the 
Scorpion in front of a dry marina.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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some of whom I’ve known for about 15 years now. We have 
lots of meals together, and there’s a group breakfast and spa-
ghetti dinner on Saturday. Unlike most years, I never actually 
went swimming this year since the low lake levels have re-
sulted in water filled with algae and muck. For me, the people 
and the cars are the real appeal anyway, but I sure hope they 
get some good snow this winter and the lake level gets back 
to normal for Ore ‘16.

My drive home was equally swift and uneventful, al-
though there’s always a traffic jam south of Centralia where 
the freeway only has two lanes. When I got home, I parked 
in front to unload. When I was finished unpacking, my car 
wouldn’t start! Turns out the starter died on the way home. 
I eventually forced it to turn over, and got it into my garage. 
I again raided my spare engine and used the starter from it. 
After I swapped it in, the Scorpion starts better than ever. Not 
the smoothest trip, but it all worked out in the end.   

Above: Dave Decker with his 124 sedan. Right:  A welcome campfire, with cars 
lazing nearby. Below: Sunset at Howard Prairie Lake.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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A Car in a Barn Is  
Money in the Bank
Article by Ezra Dyer, Car and Driver, December 2014

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the 34th annual Cruste 
& Spackle Collector Car Auction and Buffet here in sunny 

Palm Ocean Desert. As your auctioneer, I look forward to 
stoking the excitement as more than 4,000 cars cross this 
block over the next 72 hours. At the end of this thing you can 
call me Cuddles the Miniature Pony, because I’ll be a little 
hoarse. That’s some auction humor for you. We auctioneers 
like to make jokes to distract ourselves from wondering how 
you mouth-breathers can afford to buy a clean pair of jorts, 
never mind a Freightliner full of E-types.

But that’s a question for another day. The question right 
now is: Are you ready for a barn car? And the answer better 
be yes, or you’re gonna miss out on the best worst car in years.

For those of you unfamiliar with the concept of a barn car, 
allow me to educate you on this hot new genre of collector 
vehicles. Just a few years back, you’d go to an auction like this 
and look for a car that was clean, shiny, and freshly tuned up. 
Like a total idiot! Originality, we now know, is more valuable 
than superficial considerations like beauty or safety or not 
smelling like the catacombs of San Callisto.

And nothing’s more original than a car you find in a barn. 
As you may have heard, a rusted-out Ferrari Dino barn car 
recently sold for $221,000. And that, my friends, is just the 
tip of the gorgeously patina’d iceberg.

Allow me to set the scene. Dust motes float romantically 
through the fading evening light. A mare whinnies in the 
distance. A soft breeze wafts in, redolent of lavender and 
summer rain. And there, in the center of it all, the hottest 
commodity of this auction: a 1985 Maserati Biturbo. Here 
she comes! Just a moment while they douse that fire.

According to our partial documentation, which is sup-
ported by both intuition and oral folklore, this car was 
parked in January 1986 for what was supposed to be an easy 
oil change. But the owner took a break to check his Wang—
he was an early computer enthusiast—and when he returned 
a small fire had broken out near the left exhaust manifold, 
and also the right exhaust manifold, and also rats had eat-

Ready for a barn car?  The answer 

better be yes, or you’re gonna miss 

out on the best worst car in years.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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en the plug wires. There was minor flood damage from the 
car’s own leaking fluids, which pooled in the immediate area 
thanks to a family of beavers that built a dam out of brake 
asbestos. The tires were flat, the battery was dead, and the 
tape deck jammed on Rod Stewart’s “Hot Legs.” That all of 
this transpired after just an hour at rest is a testament to how 
much these cars love to be driven.

The owner, vowing never again to let Joe Walsh lyrics 
influence a major purchase, decided to sell the Biturbo rather 
than complete the oil change, which in any case required sev-
en quarts of a proprietary formulation known as 10W Never 
You Mind. But the next day he was simultaneously arrested 
by the SEC, the DEA, and the IRS for evading taxes on his 
cocaine Ponzi scheme.

This was a common situation for Maserati owners in the 
‘80s and shouldn’t be considered a demerit to the vehicle. 
After his arrest, the car became mired in red tape when it was 
designated a federal Superfund site.

Speaking of the vehicle’s history, I draw your attention 
to the skeleton in the driver’s seat. That’s the owner. And not 
just any owner—the original owner! According to his family, 
he never had a cavity or even used moisturizer, so he can be 
considered barn-fresh himself. Over there in the passenger 
seat is his wife. Excuse me, dear. Sit still! Back in the car, 
okay? She’s fine, everyone.

Get ready, because there’s one more thing that sets this 
car apart from any other incinerated, flooded, rusty, dirty, 
skeleton-infested gem of a machine. Bring in the flatbed … 
and here’s the barn itself! The winning bidder will take home 
both the car and the termite-infested wooden structure in 
which it was found, so this Maserati can continue to accrue 
valuable dust and rodent droppings in the proper context.

Now, we realize that the future owner might sometimes 
want to go out there and gaze longingly at this fine machine, 
but scientists postulate that the observation effect—where the 
act of observation alters that which is observed—means that 
looking at it will hurt the car’s originality. And we’re legally 
required to inform you that driving this vehicle would require 
commercial hazardous-waste endorsement on your license, 
on account of all the hanta-virus and Legionnaires’ disease.

I’ll begin bidding at $250,000. Do I have a bid? Yes, you, 
sir, with the ponytail and satin Members Only jacket. Do I 
hear 260? Over there, the fellow who looks like Steve Bus-
cemi after a bad night! Up is down left is right bad cars are 

good. Do I hear 270? I have 270, to 
the man holding the PalmPilot and 
wearing pleated, acid-wash Jordache 
dungarees.

And don’t worry, if you miss out 
on this one, up next we have the 
famous Manure Car of Louisville! 
Ladies and gentlemen, get those 
paddles ready, because the only thing 
that’s clean is the title.   

FIAT Acronym Contest
Aren’t we all tired of this routine? 
A stranger approaches you and 
your FIAT.  “Hey!  You know what 
FIAT stands for?” Before you can 
respond, he gushes:  “Fix it Again Tony!” 
and laughs very loudly at his own 
cleverness. I think it’s time to reel in 
this behavior and come up with some 
alternatives, designed to stop these 
idiots in their tracks. I propose  
a contest!

Using the letters FIAT, come up with 
a phrase that puts “Fix it Again Tony” 
away for good.  Judges should be FEN’s 
officers. I’ll donate an autographed 
bottle of my 2013 Merlot for a prize, 
which is pretty good.  If the winner 
doesn’t drink, it could still be used as 
a gift or a doorstop.  And if we have 
enough responses, we could add  
2nd and 3rd prizes.

Note:  “Futile Italian Attempt at 
Transportation” has already been 
invented and is also becoming 
annoying.

Response? Deadline is September 30, 
drawing in November. Please email  
Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com.

Rex Rice

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIAT Working on Abarth Variant of 124
Article by Richard Truett,  Automotive News, July 27, 2015

FIAT plans a high-performance version of the 
upcoming FIAT 124, Alfredo Altavilla, COO of 

FIAT Chrysler’s Europe, Africa, and Middle East 
region, told England’s Auto Express in an inter-
view.

“You like performance? There will be an 
Abarth version,” Altavilla said.

There is no word on what engine would pow-
er the Abarth 124, though the leading contender 
would be the 237-hp, 1.7-liter turbo four used 
in the Alfa Romeo 4C, an engine that meets U.S. 
federal emissions standards.

The 124 is based on the Mazda MX-5 Miata. 
Except for a few spy photos, the car has not been 
seen. Mazda is launching the 2016 Miata, which 
is new from the wheels up. Just one powertrain is 

available, a 2.0-liter four-cylinder rated at 155 hp.
The FIAT and Mazda roadsters are not expect-

ed to share powertrains.
A spy photo gives a rare glimpse of the upcom-

ing FIAT 124.  

Photo credit: Brian Williams, Speidblide.

F IAT is putting the final touches on the Mazda 
Miata-based 124 Spider, and a new report finds 

the Turin-based automaker’s next project is to 
develop a more powerful version of it.

While the regular 124 will be powered by a 
FIAT-sourced 1.4-liter four-cylinder engine, the 
Abarth-massaged model will benefit from a turbo-
charged, direct-injected, 1.7-liter four-banger lifted 
straight from the Alfa Romeo 4C parts bin. The mill 
will be tuned to make approximately 200 horsepow-
er, and while that’s nearly 40 less than the 4C, it’s 
almost 50 more than the Miata on which it is based.

Whether the Abarth will be equipped with the 
4C’s six-speed dual-clutch transmission or ship with 
a more enthusiast-focused six-speed manual gear-
box is an open question, and ultimately, FIAT could 
choose to offer both options. Regardless, adding 
forced induction should allow the 124 to hit 60 mph 
from a stop in less than five seconds, a figure that will 

make it faster than a base model Porsche Boxster.
The extra power will be complemented by 

Abarth-designed suspension components that will 
make the ride stiffer, beefier brakes on all four cor-
ners, and a less intrusive traction control system.

Visually, the Abarth will stand out from the 
regular 124 thanks to a much more aggressive look 
characterized by deeper bumpers on both ends, 
a specific grille, four round exhaust tips, and an 
air diffuser integrated into a new rear bumper. Of 
course, model-specific emblems and alloy wheel 
designs will round out the exterior modifications.

The regular FIAT 124 Spider will most likely be 
presented to the public at the Los Angeles Motor 
Show that will open its doors in November, but the 
Abarth model will be kept under wraps until the 
start of next year’s Geneva Motor Show. If the rumor 
turns out to be true, look for it to land in showrooms 
in approximately a year as a 2017 model.  

FIAT Is Turning the Miata into a Boxster-Slaying, Enthusiast-Focused 
Roadster  Article by Ronan Glon,  Digital Trends, July 15, 2015

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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NWARC and FEN  
Sport Driving Event  
August 12, 2015

On Wednesday,  August 12, we invite our friends at AROO and 
FEN to join us for an afternoon of spirited driving, camaraderie, 
and good times. This is a late afternoon Sport Driving event being 
held at Pacific Raceways in Kent, and it is an open-lapping format 
designed to provide club members and guests the thrill of driving 
their beloved Alfas and FIATs in a spirited manner on a closed 
road course. This is a closed event for NWARC-AROO-FEN mem-
bers and invited guests … and of course members may still join in 
the fun with another vehicle if you don’t currently have a running 
Alfa or FIAT.

Previous driver skills or car control course experience is recom-
mended as a prerequisite for this event. However, all levels of 
driving skill and experience are encouraged to register, as there 
will be basic car control exercises and in-car instructors available 
for drivers with minimal track experience.  There will also be time 
set aside for a “tour” of the road course for those who would like 
to take a spirited drive in their special vehicles (perfect for vintage 
cars and spiders).

Check-in and Drivers Meeting: 4 pm

Open track: 5 pm–9 pm

Registration Fee: $185 

Registration ends on August 10, 2015, 11:59 PM PDT

Please be sure your vehicle is in good mechanical condition, with 
no visible fluid leaks or loose parts hanging from the exterior or 
underneath the vehicle. Check your tire wear and tire pressure 
the day before the event, as well as engine oil and coolant levels 
and fill if necessary.  All vehicles will be subjected to a basic tech-
nical inspection before being allowed on the track. Please remove 
all loose items from the interior of your vehicle prior to arriving.

You will need to be a member of AROC (NWARC or AROO)  
and/or FEN to participate in this event ... friends and family are 
always welcome to participate. If you haven’t yet joined, here is 
the perfect opportunity: http://www.aroc-usa.org/application.php.

The Northwest Alfa Romeo Club has been providing fun and 
informative Sport Driving events to club members, family, and 
friends, and the car enthusiast community in the Northwest for 
over 20 years.

NWARC Summer 
Drive,  August 8
NWARC would like to invite 
all FENsters to participate in 
its Summer Drive on August 8!

This year the summer drive will 
include two hours of glorious cruising 
through the tall trees east of  Wood-
inville followed by a very special point 
of interest in Kirkland.  During the 
driving portion of the event, we will 
circumnavigate Duvall while explor-
ing the Snoqualmie valley.  After this 
beautiful back road drive, we’ll head 
to the Lake Washington Institute of 
Technology. 

The fine folks at Lake Washington 
Tech have agreed to show us their au-
tomotive program. For those who don’t 
know the automotive program at 
LWIT, it has become quite extensive. 
Not only do they graduate gurus of 
wrenching but also artists of collision 
repair, painting, and restoration. In fact, 
they have recently been lovingly re-
storing an ancient Alfa hard top. (Now 
that’s a noble pursuit!) LWIT also pro-
vides education in a number of other 
programs covering health care, the 
culinary arts, horticulture, and others. 
But really, none of these compare in 
importance to restoring old Alfas.

Come join us for the whole story on 
August 8th.  We will be leaving from 
the Starbucks at 18404 120th Ave 
NE in Bothell 98011. This is the unit 
across from the Home Depot near 
the intersection of 522 and I-405.  
We will be leaving at 11:00 am.

For more info, you can contact Ken 
Case at casekb@msn.com. Hope to 
see you there!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.aroc-usa.org/application.php
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FEN Calendar
August 5  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

August 8  Summer Drive with NWARC 
in Woodinville and Kirkland, Washington. 
Details on page 8.

August 12  Sport Driving Event with 
FEN and NWARC at Pacific Raceways, Kent, 
Washington. Details on page 13.

TBD  Viva Italia, the Alfa Romeo Club’s 
annual informal car show in Woodinville. 
Details will be posted once made known.

Sept 2  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at  
7 pm, but come early for dinner.

Sept 26–27  Seattle Festa Italiana at 
Seattle Center. Details at www.festaseattle.
com.

Oct 3–5  Silver Falls Tour. Fifth in the 
Fall Classic Tour series. Three-day tour 
leaving from Washington, taking back roads 
into Oregon, and returning to Washington. 
Info-registration packets have been 
mailed to previous participants who have 
priority registration until July 1. On July 1,  
registration will open to first-timers.

Oct 7  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

Oct 18  Fall Leaves Tour. More info will 
be posted once announced by the Rians. 
Contact the Rians at dsrian@frontier.com for 
more info.

Nov 4  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at  
7 pm, but come early for dinner.

Nov 10: South Sound Social meeting, 
Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South Tacoma 
Way, Tacoma, Washington, 253-476-9000. 
Plan to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. 
This is a short evening event devoted to 
socializing. An opportunity to get to know 
other club members you may not have met 
yet and catch up with those you do know.

Dec 2  No Regular meeting in December, 
Holiday Potluck Party instead!

TBD  FEN Holiday Party

TBD  Viva Italia, the Alfa Romeo Club’s 
annual informal car show in Woodinville. 
Details will be posted once made known.

Check the FEN website for more exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.festaseattle.com
www.festaseattle.com
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FEN July Membership Report
A big thank you to all our new and renewing members!  
If you haven’t paid your dues yet, send a check or money 
order (payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest, Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

You can also now pay your dues using PayPal by going to 
the FEN website (www.fiatnorthwest.org) and following the 
Membership link on the left side of the homepage. Just click 
on the Membership Renewal PayPal button to have your dues 
transferred using your own PayPal account, or your debit or 
credit card. Or you may pay LeRoy Meitzner in person at one 
of the monthly club meetings. He accepts cash, checks, or 
debit/credit cards.

New Members (welcome!)
Julie and Larry Barstow

Renewing Members
Gene Davis  Ray Yost

In Training To Own a FIAT By Rex Rice

I was riding in my friend Eddie’s 1936 Ford when he was 
pulled over by a state trooper. 

“One of your stoplights isn’t working,” he said as he pulled 
out his ticket book. 

“I believe, officer,” said Eddie, “that only one light is required 
on this car.” 

“That’s true,” replied the officer, “but you have two and one 
isn’t working so you have defective equipment.” 

“No problem,” said Eddie, as he picked up a rock and 
smashed the defective taillight’s lens and bulb. 

The officer put away his ticket book and turned towards his 
police car, shaking his head. “It’s your equipment, sonny.”

Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT Chrysler hit with record $105 million U.S. penalty over recalls (Automotive News, July 26, 2015) 
http://www.autonews.com/article/20150726/OEM11/150729909/fiat-chrysler-faces-record-$105-million-
u.s.-fine-over-recalls

FIAT working on Abarth variant of 124 (Automotive News, July 27, 2015) 
http://www.autonews.com/article/20150727/OEM04/307279975/fiat-working-on-abarth-variant-of-124

FIAT Chrysler CTO: Fuel cells are the future, batteries are not (Green Car Reports, July 28, 2015) 
http://www.greencarreports.com/news/1099303_fiat-chrysler-cto-fuel-cells-are-the-future-batteries-are-not

FIAT Chrysler files for IPO of Ferrari (New York Times, July 23, 2015) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/24/business/dealbook/fiat-chrysler-files-for-ipo-of-ferrari.html?_r=0

Top Gear’s Chris Evans reviews FIAT 500X and loathes it (Daily Mail, July 18, 2015)  http://www.
dailymail.co.uk/home/event/article-3163850/Top-Gear-s-Chris-Evans-reviews-FIAT-500X-loathes-it.html

FIAT is slowest selling car in America (24/7 Wall Street, July 19, 2015)   
http://247wallst.com/autos/2015/07/19/fiat-is-slowest-selling-car-in-america/

Alfa Romeo and Maserati dealership meets design review opposition (Santa Barbara Independent, July 29, 2015)  
http://www.independent.com/news/2015/jul/29/alpha-romeo-and-maserati-dealership-meets-design-r/

Marchionne bets Maserati can replace Ferrari as a prestige profit driver 
(Bloomberg Business, July 8, 2015)  http://www.bloomberg.com/news/
articles/2015-07-07/fiat-bets-maserati-can-replace-ferrari-as-prestige-profit-driver

Bid on the very first Maserati Ghibli Spyder [w/video](Autoblog, July 22, 2015)  
http://www.autoblog.com/2015/07/22/maserati-ghibli-spyder-prototype-video-auction/

Bizarre car of the week: Camouflaged 1984 Maserati Quattroporte (Daily News Autos, July 24, 2015)  
http://www.nydailynews.com/autos/street-smarts/bizarre-car-week-camo-1984-maserati-
quattroporte-article-1.2303423

http://www.autonews.com/article/20150726/OEM11/150729909/fiat-chrysler-faces-record-$105-million-u.s.-fine-over-recalls
http://www.autonews.com/article/20150726/OEM11/150729909/fiat-chrysler-faces-record-$105-million-u.s.-fine-over-recalls
http://www.autonews.com/article/20150727/OEM04/307279975/fiat-working-on-abarth-variant-of-124
http://www.greencarreports.com/news/1099303_fiat-chrysler-cto-fuel-cells-are-the-future-batteries-ar
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/24/business/dealbook/fiat-chrysler-files-for-ipo-of-ferrari.html?_r=0
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/event/article-3163850/Top-Gear-s-Chris-Evans-reviews-Fiat-500X-loath
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/event/article-3163850/Top-Gear-s-Chris-Evans-reviews-Fiat-500X-loath
http://247wallst.com/autos/2015/07/19/fiat-is-slowest-selling-car-in-america/
http://www.independent.com/news/2015/jul/29/alpha-romeo-and-maserati-dealership-meets-design-r/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-07-07/fiat-bets-maserati-can-replace-ferrari-as-prestige-profit-driver
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-07-07/fiat-bets-maserati-can-replace-ferrari-as-prestige-profit-driver
http://www.autoblog.com/2015/07/22/maserati-ghibli-spyder-prototype-video-auction/
http://www.nydailynews.com/autos/street-smarts/bizarre-car-week-camo-1984-maserati-quattroporte-article-1.2303423
http://www.nydailynews.com/autos/street-smarts/bizarre-car-week-camo-1984-maserati-quattroporte-article-1.2303423

