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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthu-
siasts who meet regularly throughout 
the year. In general, our club is geared 
towards social rather than the techni-
cal. The club is incorporated as a non-
profit club in Washington State and is 
an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December. A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regu-
lar meeting location alternates month-
ly between Shoreline and Renton. We 
also hold a South Sound Social meeting 
(every other month) for those who 
live in Pierce and Thurston Counties. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 

throughout the year.

Last I wrote, the weather was threatening and gloomy. What 
a nice change as we head into 2015; as I write this, the sun is 

shining and I’m planning a long drive in my ‘77 Lancia Scorpi-
on. This weather is not great for those of us who enjoy skiing and 
snowboarding, but it’s fantastic for enjoying our FIATs!

The cars of Xweb. Photo by Greg Smith.

Yesterday I motored down to the Portland area for an Xweb 
gathering that turned out to have quite a good turnout—12 cars, 
including two Scorpions and two 128s. The drive down and back 
was foggy, but while we were there, the sun was shining.

This is the kind of thing I really like doing—getting together 
and driving and sharing stories and details about our favorite cars.  
Often there are new people to get to know, and it always seems like 
I learn something new.

I’m hoping we have more of this sort of get-together in the 
coming year. If you notice a gap in our upcoming calendar, why 
not host a cruise-in? If you don’t have the space at your place, there 
are countless public places in the Seattle area (and beyond) that 
make great meetup spots. Not unlike our upcoming All-Italian 
Car Show at the Triple XXX Restaurant in Issaquah in April, these 
events also serve to promote our club and our FIATs, as well as the 
car hobby in general.

Speaking of the All-Italian Car Show, we have room in the 
organization group for anyone interested in helping out for this 
event. Even if you don’t assist at the committee level, we’ll need vol-
unteers for the show. I should have more to relate after the group 
car show meeting at the Triple XXX.

Lastly, I’d like to host another Tech Session at my place in 
Olympia, so let me know if you have an idea for a good subject for 
one. You can reach me via my phone number, email, or just catch 
me at a club meeting. Hope to see you there!   

— Greg Smith, President
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• May 16 is the Spring Tour Primavera, hosted by Tina 
and David Pruczinski.

• July 4 is traditionally the historic races at Pacific 
Raceways and the club will purchase a block of 20 tickets 
for members to attend the car corral on Saturday. One 
needs to contact the Treasurer to purchase a ticket.

• Our own Grays Harbor Tour is full, but if you are 
still interested, contact Bert Cripe and he may have 
an opening. This is a delightful 3-day tour run by an 
experienced member who gives a great value for the cost.

• David would like someone to volunteer to write a 
spring Tune-Up Rally. Carrie Rice mentioned that Bert 
Cripe is having a training seminar on how to write a rally 
on February 21st—perhaps someone will come forward 
after that! The time and place of the training session are 
to be determined.

• The third Sunday in October (the 18th), will be the 
annual Fall Leaves Tour, hosted by Dan and Sooz Rian.

Guest Speaker: Our speaker for the evening was Al Young, 
who lives nearby in Shoreline and is a retired teacher. After 
he retired, he became enthralled in performance cars. He 
had a 1973 Plymouth Road Runner that won Best of the 
West of Mississippi, the world finals in Spokane, and the 
Bardahl Cup in Tennessee in 1981. For 20 years he raced that 
car and in 2002, he retired it and donated it to a museum. 
That particular car would accelerate from 0 to 100 mph in 5 
seconds and from 0 to 150 in 8.8 seconds. When he retired 
the car, it had 600,000 miles on it. Al then shared with us the 
story of Ole Bardahl, Ballard’s own Son of Norway and his oil 
and fuel additive empire, Bardahl, Inc., which sponsored a 
trip for Al and his wife and car to Italy, France, and Norway.

Everywhere they went in Europe, they received a lot of 
attention because of the uniqueness of the car; they were 
inundated with requests for autographs and pictures. They 
were able to go to the FIAT museum in Luca, with the whole 
purpose of the museum being to honor the FIAT 500 as the 

The North End meeting was called 
to order by Vice President David 
Moise. Approximately 30 members 
were present. David advised us that 
the main purpose of the January 
meeting is to set the calendar for 
the year and that he would welcome 
any suggestions along that line. He 
reminded us that the Triple XXX car 
show organizational meeting is usually 
held at the end of January; the date 
this year is Monday, January 26. Our 
car show this year is April 26, thus 
avoiding Easter. Several members 
indicated they will be attending. Alex 
Sargeant said that he will be there 
with one of everything from Kirkland 
Maserati-Alfa Romeo-FIAT of 
Kirkland.

Reports and Announcements:  
David also advised the membership 
that Mi Ae Lipe will be presenting a 
program on defensive driving for the 
club in a few months and will welcome 
any suggestions. Carrie Rice said that 
she would suggest discussing etiquette 
for roundabouts and traffic circles. She 
will forward this suggestion to Mi Ae.

Treasurer’s Report: LeRoy Meitzner, 
our Treasurer, advised that all bills are 
paid and we are solvent. He issued a 
reminder that our dues are due on our 
anniversary date.

Upcoming Events: 
The calendar was then discussed 
briefly:

FEN Meeting Minutes, January 7, 2015
Respectfully submitted, Suzanne Rian

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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vehicle that people could well afford and in which they could 
have fun. He was introduced to a major publisher in Rome 
who did a story and pictures on Al and his car. The FIAT 
Club in Italy has 21,000 members and costs $90 a year.

And when they have a rally, thousands of people attend! 
Al was honored to be inducted into the Bardahl Hall of Fame 
two months ago. Al also told us that two days ago, he was 
advised by the Bardahl family that they would like him to 
tour Europe again, visiting Greece, Turkey, and Bulgaria. We 
all hope that Al will come back and share his stories of that 
adventure.

Al also briefly explained the difference between Bardahl’s 
two additives, B1 and B2: B1 is for an older car, while B2 is 
thicker for use in racing engines.   

Photo credits:  Above left: Bardahl racing literature 
that featured the 1973 Plymouth Road Runner 
that Al Young raced.  Above and below:  A most 
enthusiastic Al Young at the January 2015 FEN 
meeting. Bardahl photo courtesy of Al Young; 
photos of Al Young by David Moise.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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A Trip to the Eagles  January 7, 2015
Article and pictures by Dan & Sooz Rian

S ince 1995 (I guess that is 25 years), we have been going up 
to the Marblemount area to see the eagles. January 5th is 

our anniversary, and this year we celebrate 56 years! In 1995, 
our son Mike took us on a float trip down the Skagit River to 
count the eagles and we were hooked! Last year, we encoun-
tered a lot of ice and were unable to complete the trip.

We start out as early as we can, usually about 8:30 am 
and head north, with our first stop in Arlington for breakfast 
at Patty’s Egg Nest. We spotted one eagle as we were leaving 
Bothell and another as we were leaving Patty’s.

As we approached the Stillaguamish River, we saw it was 
up to its banks. We didn’t see many eagles until we arrived at 
Marblemount. The Skagit River there was up to its banks and 
muddy, although still green. The sandbars we know by heart 
are now islands of trees and bark, which I guess still provide 
a habitat for the eagles to land and eat. As we drove along, we 
saw a yard “The Pickers” would love—the run-down yard was 
full of abandoned bicycles and motorcycles. We noticed a sign 
that said the Skagit Eagle Fest will be held January 10 and 11 
at the community center.

All along the route from Arlington through Marblemount 
and back through Darrington, the air was permeated with 
wood smoke from residents’ wood stoves. The air was heavy 
with it. We don’t think that pollution can be good for the ea-
gles to breathe, either.

The eagles were not very prolific this year and were hard 
to spot. The best way, besides knowing the trees they like to 
inhabit, is to view them with the sky as a backdrop, so you can 
see their dark silhouettes against the sky. We noticed the Buf-
falo Run Restaurant is closed. We also noticed that although 
we were a little earlier this year, the trees where we know ea-
gles sit were empty. We went past Marblemount to the bridge 
where the rafters put in for their trip. No eagles there, either. 

The sun stayed behind the clouds all day, but we had no 
rain or ice to deal with. Hooray! In several areas, the river 
was up to the very edge of the road. A very large section of 
the highway had been replaced at a bend in the river, where 

In several areas, the river was up 

to the very edge of the road.  A 

very large section of the highway 

had been replaced at a bend in 

the river, where the river obviously 

took out the road. In some areas, 

it almost looked like the Oso slide. 

We saw where all of the gravel 

was replaced alongside the road 

and new guardrails, as well as the 

road itself. 

Eagle Trip, continued on page 9

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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• There was a lot of discussion about 
the local auto Hall of Fame and the 
associated banquet. The banquet 
costs $50 to attend and usually 
draws about 600 people. They also 
accept donations to go directly 
to scholarships for kids to attend 
automotive school at Kirkland 
Vocational Tech. All of the money 
goes directly to the scholarships; 
no money is spent elsewhere.

• Ken Botini mentioned that there 
are members who will be driving 
MGs all the way from Argentina, 
through Seattle to Alaska.

• Marv recognized Tina and Dave 
Pruczinski and the club for their 
mess cleanup, garbage awareness, 
and organization of our car show.

• As always, Jose gave away raffle 
prizes to attendees and thanked 
us all for our attendance. We all 
enjoyed the food and company as 
usual.

P resent at the meeting at the Triple XXX Restaurant in 
Issaquah were FEN members Carrie and Rex Rice, Tina 

and Dave Pruczinski, President Greg Smith, and Dan and 
Sooz Rian. As usual, Triple XXX owner Jose Encisco Sr. was 
effusive with his thanks of support from all of the car clubs. 
He stated that this is his 16th year of sponsoring the auto 
shows and the success is due to not only the clubs, but also 
all of the volunteers. He also appreciates that all of the clubs 
also contribute to the local charities. Jose also outlined how 
he would additionally contribute to our extra costs: If Lance 
Lambert films our show, Jose will pay part of the cost.

The Hilton Garden Inn has a special price for people 
attending the auto show at a reduced price of only $99 a night 
(usually $260 per night). If you bring your hotel receipt back 
to Jose, he will refund you another $10. If the club wants to 
advertise the show in Cruise magazine, Jose will pay from $50 
to $100 to help defray that cost.

The following car shows are ones that members may be 
interested in attending:
• May 3: Pre-1950s and 70s trailer show. They have a 

potluck and stay overnight so they actually camp at XXX. 
It sounds like a fun group.

• June 7 is the All-Convertible meet.

• August 8 is the Northwest Muscle Car Show, and in 2016 
they will be hosting the National show here. The GTO 
nationals run from July 13 through the 17th.

• The BMW Club announced that it will be hosting a driving 
school at Pacific Raceways on April 18.

Car Show Organizational Meeting,  
January 26, 2015 Respectfully submitted, Suzanne Rian

Things I Don’t Understand—The Design of Most New Cars

From the side, they look to be going downhill. Is this an attempt to portray perpetual motion? The windows 
are so tiny that visibility can’t be good. It’s hard to tell the difference (from the side) between a very expensive 
Mercedes and an inexpensive Kia. Both are going downhill with little windows.  The back windows have 
become so small that backup cameras are necessary.  Just what we need:  another device.     — Rex Rice

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Entering the Digital Age with Hemmings
Article by Bert Cripe

I have been a long-time subscriber 
to Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car 

magazine—the paper version. This 
is a really great magazine for those 
of us who enjoy reading about and 
tinkering with vintage cars. Unlike the 
other American vintage car publica-
tion (Classic Motorsports), these guys 
embrace all old foreign cars, including 
FIAT. They have given us permission 
to reprint articles in our newsletter 
several times (the other guy would 
not), in addition to welcoming submit-
tals for our annual car show.

While I really like the magazine, at 
$18.00 per year the subscription price 
has become annoying, I could put that 

money to better use buying a few six-packs of craft beer in-
stead. I was thinking I would drop my subscription, then just 
buy those issues that interested me at my local newsstand (as 
if there was such a thing any longer!).

A few months ago I received an email from Hemmings an-
nouncing digital versions of all their magazines and with a sub-
scription price of just $10.00 (plus tax), it sounded like a good 
deal. I could still get all of the magazine issues and have enough 
money left over to buy a couple of six-packs of craft beer! (I love 
my craft beer while watching old movies, especially the French 
and Italian ones with views of the countryside and cities and so 
many vintage cars from the past, but that’s “the stuff dreams are 
made of” and will have to wait for another article.)

I decided to take the plunge since my current subscription 
ends with the February issue. From starting the process to 
having a digital issue on my computer, the process took less 
than five minutes! They accept credit cards and Paypal.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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So what do you get and how user friendly is it, you may 
ask? Here are some answers:

• Jump to an article directly from the table of contents page.
• View a list of advertisers in the issue you have open and 

jump to their ad.
• Jump to websites or send email to addresses listed in arti-

cles or advertisements.
• View all digital issues in their archives (back to April 2011).
• Set a favorites “bookmark” so that you may return to a 

certain article or advertisement later.
• Add “sticky notes” (which allows you to make a note 

to yourself) to a page that you can return to by using a 
bookmark.

• Print any number of pages to your local printer if you want a 
hardcopy.

• Save the entire issue in a PDF version to a local storage 
device; thus you can view the magazine offline at any time.  
This is handy for those how-to/DIY articles you may want 
to refer to later.

• You can download an app for your Android or tablet to 
read the magazine—like while commuting, for example.

I am very pleased with this system. 
I will no longer have the magazine 
cluttering the house, I won’t have to re-
cycle it, and I have saved a few dollars.

The best part of this? I paid with 
Paypal, so the payment comes from 
money sitting in my account and thus 
didn’t reduce my beer purchasing 
power!

And on that note, I think it is time 
to watch How to Steal a Million with 
Audrey Hepburn (she drives a red 
Autobianchi Bianchina roadster) and 
Peter O’Toole (he drives a yellow Jag-
uar E type). It takes place in Paris with 
scenes of such vintage vehicles as FIAT 
500s, Renault Dauphines, a Peugeot 
403 taxi, several Citroen DSs, and an 
H-type delivery van.

You can access Hemmings Digital 
here: http://www.hemmings.com/
subscribe/digital.html   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.hemmings.com/subscribe/digital.html
http://www.hemmings.com/subscribe/digital.html
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FIAT  Trivia: Did You Know?

The European Car of the Year award, 
Europe’s premier automotive trophy 
for the past 40 years, has been 
awarded 12 times to the FIAT Group, 
more than any other manufacturer. 
Most recently the FIAT Nuova 500 
won the award for European Car of 
the Year 2008.

List of FIAT Group models that have 
won European Car of the Year:

• 1967 — FIAT 124
• 1970 — FIAT 128
• 1972 — FIAT 127
• 1980 — Lancia Delta
• 1984 — FIAT Uno
• 1989 — FIAT Tipo
• 1995 — FIAT Punto
• 1996 — FIAT Bravo/Brava
• 1998 — Alfa Romeo 156
• 2001 — Alfa Romeo 147
• 2004 — FIAT Panda
• 2008 — FIAT 500

Truly a Bargain

 Answering an ad for an old 
pedestal sink, I noticed a ragged-
looking 1941 Ford 1-ton flatbed 
truck in the seller’s driveway.

“How much for the truck?” I asked. 
He replied, “One hundred fifty dollars 
and it runs better than it looks.” 

I answered:  “Throw in the sink 
and I’ll take it.” I taught my sons 
(13 and 14) how to drive using a 
non-syncro, crash-box transmission, 
a lesson they never forgot.

— Rex Rice

Those of you who have been FEN members for a longer 
time certainly remember Wally and Patty Ackerman. They 
were true enthusiasts, sportily driving their white FIAT Spider 
all over the state on rallies and tours, usually very fast and 
always with smiles and great attitudes. May they live on in 
our memories. — David Moise

Obituary: Patricia Ackerman

Patricia Walker Ackerman passed away peacefully at her 
home on Thursday January 15, 2015. Patty (or Pat) was born 
May 17, 1928 in Corvallis, Oregon.  After graduating from St. 
Helen’s Hall in 1945, she moved to Seattle to attend the UW. 
She joined the Tri-Delta sorority house where she met Wally 
Ackerman, the live-in houseboy.  They didn’t really notice each 
other for about a year, but when they finally did they began 
dating and were engaged within several months! Patty and 
Wally were married on August 8, 1948.  Their son Mark was 
born in 1954 and Scott in 1957. Sadly, Scott Paul succumbed 
to cancer in 1962. Heidi was adopted in 1963.

Patty was very supportive of Wally when he decided to open 
his own photography studio in 1953. She helped him part-
time while raising their children, then more full-time before 
they both retired in 1992. Patty was involved in the Children’s 
Orthopedic Hospital Guild, UW and Tri-Delta Alumnae 
associations, Seattle Yacht Club, and St. Stephens Parish. She 
enjoyed hiking with friends, photographing wild flowers, and 
field trialing her black lab.  After their retirement Patty and 
Wally spent time traveling and going on road rallies in Wally’s 
FIAT Spyder. On September 11, 2001, she and Wally were in 
Boston traveling on the East Coast and had been due to fly 
home the following weekend. Instead, they decided to rent a 
car and drove home across the country, turning the next 10 
days into one of their most memorable trips.

Patty was preceded in death by her beloved husband Wally 
in early 2002, and her brother and sister-in-law Robert and 
Sally Walker. She will be greatly missed by her son Mark and 
his sons Ryan and Austin; her daughter Heidi, her husband 
Jim Henley and their daughter Sophie; her sister- and brother-
in-law Charlotte and Ralph Martin and their children Robin 
and Julie; and her nephews and niece Jeff,  Andy,  Pat, Nick, 
and Elizabeth Walker and their families; plus many close 
friends.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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A big thank you to all our new and renewing members! A 
gentle reminder that if you haven’t paid your dues yet, send a 
check or money order (payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest 
Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

You can also now pay your dues using PayPal by going to 
the FEN website (www.fiatnorthwest.org) and following the 
Membership link on the left side of the homepage. Just click 
on the Membership Renewal PayPal button to have your 
dues transferred using your own PayPal account, or your 
debit or credit card. Or you may pay LeRoy Meitzner in per-
son at one of the monthly club meetings. He can accept cash, 
checks, or debit/credit cards.

New Members (welcome!)
David Jefferey

Renewing Members
Fred Russell
Stephen Roberson
Tim & Shelly Beadle
Charlie & Vickie Bernert
Sue & Dan Carson
Brendon Ecker
Dan & Sooz Rian
Rex & Carrie Rice
Greg Smith
Bert & Diana Cripe
Terry & Mary Zeitner
Jim & Karen McGough
LeRoy & Natalie Mietzner
Dave & Christina Pruczinski
Robert Usher
Mike Wayte

FEN December  
Membership Report

the river obviously took out the road. 
In some areas, it almost looked like 
the Oso slide. We saw where all of the 
gravel was replaced alongside the road 
and new guardrails stood, as well as 
the new road itself. At this point in the 
river, we saw concrete stanchions, or 
large cement crosses, mixed in with the 
log debris, as if to create some fairly 
natural ballast for the river.

 All of the local men we saw had 
robust beards. We also saw a ‘46 Nash 
for sale and later on a Model A coupe 
for sale. We passed by the town of 
Hamilton, which is the oldest town in 
Washington State, established in 1872.

In some areas, the pastures had 
standing water as high as three feet. 
On our way home, we saw blinking 
lights warning of elk crossing for the 
next five miles. We spotted three of 
these signs as we headed back to Sedro 
Woolley, but we still didn’t see any elk. 
So much water was standing in these 
pastures that we thought it wouldn’t 
be a place where the elk would want to 
go anyway. Some years we have seen 
herds of elk, 20 to 30,  alongside the 
highway.

After we reached Sedro Woolley, 
we stopped in a parking lot to eat the 
picnic lunch we brought with us. We 
drank our Baileys and coffee from the 
thermos, which is our traditional fare. 
All in all, we counted about 30 eagles. 
As we headed toward Highway 9 at 
State Street in Sedro Woolley, we were 
20 feet from a female deer grazing next 
to the road. Another anniversary 
celebrated in style!    

Eagle Trip, continued from page 4

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar

February 4  Regular club meeting 
(south) at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 
Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 
7 pm, but come early for dinner from the 
regular menu.

February 21  Turn-by-Turn Route 
Instruction Preparation Workshop and Tech 
Session. Location and times TBD. Contact 
Bert Cripe or the FEN website for more 
information and to register.

March 4  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 
pm, but come early for dinner.

March 7  Tour of the rare and vintage car 
collections of Jon Shirley, Greg Whitten, and 
Bruce Wanta in Bellevue, Washington. Details 
on page 11 of this newsletter.

March 10  South Sound Social meeting at 
the Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South Tacoma 
Way, Tacoma, WA 98409, 253-476-9000. 
Plan to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. This 
evening event is a social opportunity to get to 
know other club members you may not have 
met yet and catch up with those you do know.

March 22 The Citroen Club’s Spring Drive. 
Details will be posted once they are made 
available.

April 1  Regular club meeting (south) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner from the regular menu.

April 25  MG Car Club’s 34th Annual 
Tulip Rallye. Once posted, details will be 
available at the MG club website: www.
mgccnwc.com

April 26  9th Annual All Italian Car Show, 
details can be found at the event website once 
established: www.allitaliancarshow.com

May 6  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 
pm, but come early for dinner. 

May 12  South Sound Social meeting at the 
Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South Tacoma 
Way, Tacoma, WA 98409, 253-476-9000. 
Plan to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. This 
evening event is a social opportunity to get to 
know other club members you may not have 
met yet and catch up with those you do know.

May 16   Spring Primavera Tour, hosted 
again by the Pruczinskis. Check the May 
newsletter for details and especially RSVP 
contact info. If you intend to go, please RSVP 
to the Pruczinskis!

June 3  Regular club meeting (south) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner from the regular menu.

Check the FEN website for more exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://fiatnorthwest.org/
www.mgccnwc.com
www.mgccnwc.com
http://www.allitaliancarshow.com/
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Registration Now Open! Rare Tour of Car Collections
We have the wonderful opportunity to tour three fantastic car collections right in our neighborhood.  
Jon Shirley, Greg Whitten, and Bruce Wanta are opening their exquisite “garage” spaces, which are 
all located within walking distance of each other,  for the FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest (FEN) and 
Northwest Alfa Romeo Club (NWARC) to tour.

Event Date and Time 
Saturday, March 7, from noon to 4 PM

Where 
Bellevue,  Washington  
(Address info is in e-mail after registration)

Cost 
$10 per person. Persons registering must be current 
members of FEN or NWARC.  Their guest(s) does not 
need to be a member.  The money goes to charity so 
smile as you pay!

Registration 
http://www.motorsportreg.com/events/2014-nw-al-
fa-romeo-club-holiday-party-filbertos-italian-resau-
rant-208049#.VMSUuSjZoUU

Registration closes on March 3rd, or as soon as a  
maximum number of attendees is reached. Please sign  
up and don’t miss out.

Jon Shirley started collecting cars in the early 90’s with 
a few fantastic Ferraris, plus his Alfa passion runs deep 
with his 1932 8C2300 MM Touring and 1938 8C2900 
B Lungo, as well as Nuvolari’s 1934 P3 from the 1935 
Grand Prix of Germany.  Jon will be there to answer  
questions and share stories.

Nearby is Greg Whitten’s freshly remodeled car storage 
space and his wonderful mix of cars.  Greg, an early key 
player in the success of Microsoft, now shares his time with 
work and family, but will take time to be with us and his 
mix of rare vintage racers and new exotic cars on tour day.

A few of you may know Bruce Wanta, but his car collection is also a few steps from Greg and Jon’s and is not to be 
missed. Bruce has a knack for finding cars that are rare, cool, and extremely low mileage. He also enjoys many other 
really fun collectibles that are worth a visit all by themselves!

If you cannot register online for some reason, you can contact Fred Russell at FKTMRussell@msn.com or  
425-308-6621 to arrange sign-up and payment. No new registrations at the door.  Preregistration only.

— Fred Russell, Northwest Alfa Romeo Club

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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http://www.motorsportreg.com/events/2014-nw-alfa-romeo-club-holiday-party-filbertos-italian-resaurant-208049#.VMSUuSjZoUU
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Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

From the Detroit Auto Show
By Alex Sargeant

The Detroit Auto Show (January 12–25) has now come 
and gone. Here’s a quick wrapup of all the FIAT-related 

news that came out:
Topping the list is the confirmation from Sergio Marchi-

one himself that the new roadster will definitely be coming 
out as a FIAT Abarth, not as an Alfa Romeo. Release date 
information was still kept vague, it now appears that the car 
may not be revealed to the public until the Paris Auto Show. 
No new information about other previously announced 
models was presented.

FCA spent most of the Detroit show focusing on other 
brands. The glamour debut was the production version of the 
Alfa Romeo 4C Spyder. Shown in a beautiful yellow, it looks 
to be a welcome addition to the Alfa Romeo brand. Expect 
to see it available for sale in the middle of the year. Numbers 
will be limited, as the factory can only produce about 3,000 
total 4Cs per year for global consumption. It was mentioned 
that only about 25 percent of total 4C production will be 
alloted to North American sales.

The newest FIAT available to buy in North America was 
also present. FCA introduced the smallest version of the 
Doblo van as the Promaster City, available in panel versions 
or with seating for five from your local Chrysler-Jeep-Dodge-
Ram dealer. Early reviews are favorable and the van is expect-

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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ed to be a strong competitor to the Ford Transit Connect and 
the Nissan NV200.

The next major upcoming auto show is Geneva in March. 
Some FIAT product announcements are expected.   

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at Rairdon’s Maserati-Alfa Ro-
meo-FIAT Kirkland and a member of FEN.

Photo credits:  Previous page:  The 2015 Alfa Romeo 4C Spyder (http://autoronaldo.com/wp-content/uploads/1177782019815377511.jpg). 
Above, top:  The Promaster City (https://file.kbb.com/kbb/images/content/editorial/slideshow/2015-ram-promaster-city-unveiled/2015-
ram-promaster-city-wagon-front-static-600-001.jpg).  This page, right, from top to bottom:  The 2015 Alfa Romeo 4C Spyder (http://www.
gmotors.co.uk/news/alfa-romeo-4c-spider-is-ready-for-open-top-driving-debuts-in-detroit/); the Promaster City (http://global.fncstatic.com/
static/managed/img/Leisure/2009/promaster-city-rear-876.jpg); the cargo version of the Promaster City (http://static.cargurus.com/images/
site/2014/09/08/18/13/2015_ram_promaster_city-pic-1362956586974683391.jpeg); and the 2016 FIAT 500X at the Detroit International 
Auto Show (http://www.ibtimes.com/2015-detroit-auto-show-here-are-photos-eight-2016-models-making-debuts-1782656). Inset: Sergio 
Marchionne was group-interviewed (with a webcast) at the Detroit Auto Show in January 2015 (http://www.allpar.com/history/auto-
shows/Detroit/sergio-2015.html).
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
Know of other news or items of interest? Send them to Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com. And thanks!

FIAT Chrysler uses humor, grandeur in Super Bowl ads (Detroit News, Feb 2, 2015)  
http://detne.ws/1CQ8k98

FIAT prices 500X from $20,000 in the United States (Carscoops, Feb 2, 2015) 
http://www.carscoops.com/2015/02/fiat-prices-500x-from-20000-in-united.html

FIAT Chrysler gives upbeat outlook, turns profit in Europe (The Wall Street Journal, Jan 28, 2015)  
http://www.wsj.com/articles/fiat-chrysler-fourth-quarter-net-profit-falls-1422453110

42% of FIAT Chrysler workers make lower wages (Detroit Free Press, Jan 28, 2015) 
http://on.freep.com/1K5iX8I

FIAT Chrysler’s shrinking US, Maserati margins worry investors (Forbes, Jan 28, 2015) http://ow.ly/InHkY

Alfa Romeo debuts Spider, but good luck buying one (Detroit News, Jan 12, 2015)  http://on.freep.com/1BSdgde

Alfa Romeo set to launch first SUV in 2016 (Automotive News Europe, Jan 12, 2015)  
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20150112/ANE/150119955/alfa-romeo-set-to-launch-first-suv-in-2016

Lanciapalooza: Arrivederci, Lancia (Automobile Magazine, Jan 19, 2015)  
http://www.automobilemag.com/features/magazine/1503-lanciapalooza-arrivederci-lancia/

Our highlights from the 2015 Rétromobile sales (Classic Driver, Feb 2, 2015)  
http://www.classicdriver.com/en/article/auctions/our-highlights-2015-retromobile-sales

The Maserati of the future has cameras and displays instead of mirrors (Engadget, Jan 7, 2015)
http://www.engadget.com/2015/01/07/maserati-of-the-future-has-cameras-and-displays-not-mirrors/
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