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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts 
who meet regularly throughout the year. In 
general, our club is geared towards social 
rather than the technical. The club is incor-
porated as a nonprofit club in Washington 
State and is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt so-
cial club. Club meetings are held monthly, 
except for July and December. A picnic in 
July and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regular 
meeting location alternates monthly be-
tween Shoreline and Renton. We also hold 
a South Sound Social meeting (every oth-
er month) for those who live in Pierce and 
Thurston Counties. FEN also hosts rallies 
and other events throughout the year.

Fall is de�nitely here! �e turn in the weather has been 
dramatic—and wet. But there has been some gorgeous 

weekend driving weather too. A couple weekends ago I and 
several other FENsters enjoyed the Citroën Car Club’s End of 
Summer Drive. �e weather was amazing, as was the turnout.

With the change in the season’s weather comes the start 
of school, so watch out for kids around schools—and just in 
general. Not just because you might get a school zone ticket, 
but because kids can be unpredictable, and they’re fragile.

A school zone is de�ned by Washington’s RCW as 300 
feet on either side of a marked school crosswalk. �e zone 
may be in e�ect according to �ashing lights, certain times 
of day, or “when children are present.” Many areas in Seattle 
have tra�c cameras now, so getting an expensive ticket in 
a school zone has never been easier. But that’s not the real 
concern—it’s safety.

School zones are intended to reduce the speed of tra�c 
where kids might be crossing the street to 20 mph, because at 
that speed you can stop twice as fast than at 30 mph.

�is was brought home to me two weeks ago when my #1 
daughter Hazel was hit by an inattentive driver near her bus 
stop one block from school while she was in a crosswalk, with 
the walk signal in her favor. �ankfully she was not badly 
hurt! But it is a dramatic reminder to watch out for kids, and 
that even when you are doing everything right as a pedestri-
an, you still have to watch out for drivers who aren’t paying 
attention.

I’m sure I’m preaching to the choir in this club, but re-
member to keep your distractions to a minimum while driv-
ing. It only takes one accident to ruin your day or someone 
else’s. My smartphone has a setting that automatically blocks 
calls and texts while I’m driving, for instance. Check yours 
out—it may o�er similar services. As the PSAs say, it can wait.

Coming up this month is the Rians’ Fall Leaves Tour, 
which I understand is going to be great. I ran this tour last 
year and it was a nice north end drive; it will end at a BBQ 
again this year. More details in this issue.   

— Gregory Smith, President
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Citroën Club’s 
End-of-Summer 
Drive
September 21, 2014
Photos by Gregory Smith

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Adventures With the Japanese  
Multinational Car at Maryhill Loops Road
September 13, 2014  By Mary Zeitner; photos by Steve Merrill and Mi Ae Lipe

O n Friday, September 12, the “Jap-
anese FIAT” (my silver Honda 

Civic) magically became a Japanese 
Audi a�er signing up for a caravan (al-
beit a small one) to the eastern Wash-
ington town of Goldendale, and then 
on to the Maryhill Loops Road Tour 
and Wine Tasting with the Audi Club 
Northwest (ACNW). Getting there 
was half the fun on a back-roads route 
especially chosen for twistiness and 
good food—a typical car club route!

We (Mi Ae Lipe was another 25 
percent of the four cars in our modest 
caravan) arrived in Goldendale in time 
to get settled and then have more great 
food at dinner with the rest of the peo-
ple registered for Saturday’s activities 
(about 35 cars participating in all).

Maryhill Loops Road is an interest-
ing place; originally it was conceived as 
an experimental road by Good Roads 
Movement promoter Samuel Hill, and 
when it was built in 1911, it became 
the �rst asphalt-paved road in Wash-
ington state. �e road runs 2.8 miles 
with 8 magni�cent hairpin turns, cov-
ering an overall elevation of 870 feet.

�e road, which is owned by the 
Maryhill Museum of Art, is closed 
to public motor vehicle tra�c but is 
open year-round to pedestrians and 
bicycles. �e Maryhill Museum of Art 
rents use of the road for private events 
by automobile, motorcycle, bicycling, 
and longboarding clubs, and in fact 

the annual International Downhill Federation World Cup 
Series longboarding and street luge event is held here (check 
out the videos on YouTube for a vicarious armchair thrill).

Saturday morning dawned quite chilly (in the 30s), but 
it warmed up quickly. Everybody went to the top of the hill 
for the drivers’ meeting and also to see a memorial for Bruce 
Fields, who had been instrumental as a beloved trackmas-
ter, safety steward, and mentor with ACNW, including past 
Loops Road tours. A permanent bench was dedicated in his 
name under the tree where he enjoyed sitting and watching 
the cars come up the hill.

Following our parade back down the hill, the real fun be-
gan as drivers were divided into two groups. �ose of us who 
had never been on the Loops Road were invited to ride along 
with those driving in the �rst group. Yes, it was fun (25 turns, 
8 of which are hairpins), but no, not as enjoyable as actually 
driving it later!!

�e �rst group had their morning four runs and then 
the second group—we got our four. So much fun! �e road 
reminded me a great deal of the road I lived on at Kitt Peak in 
Arizona, the national observatory installation outside of Tuc-
son. I was also able to talk an ACNW instructor into riding 
with me several times, which added to the experience as he 
coached me on how to take the curves and apexes.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.audiclubnw.org/
http://www.audiclubnw.org/
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Lunch was simple (build-your-own ham sandwiches), but 
happily with many options to make it very individualized. 
Dessert was watermelon—perfect on a warm, sunny day!—
and super-yummy cupcakes with frosting sporting the colors 
of the German �ag. �ere were also M&Ms in the same col-
ors that spelled out “Audi, Maryhill.”

�e a�ernoon repeated the morning format, except that I 
added a little something to one turn on my last run. I named 
it a “Double Half Spin.” Unfortunately, nobody held up 
scoring numbers, as in ice skating. But fortunately, I stayed 
on the road, I didn’t stall, and I didn’t get a black �ag or even 
a reprimand—only a “Nice recovery” when I got to the top. 
Phew! Embarrassing!

A�er picking up and cleaning everything, we headed 
back to the motel and then to a wonderful catered dinner in 
Goldendale at the Glass Onion and wine tasting with vintages 
from the local Columbia Gorge region. All so very good!

Sunday morning we all went our 
separate ways a�er a very special and 
memorable weekend drive. I’m al-
ready ready to sign up for next year’s 
drive!   

Opposite: A glorious glimpse of Maryhill Loops 
Road’s sinuous curves (ML). This page:  Top left:  An 
unlikely trio—an Audi S4, a Tesla Model S, and our 
own Mary Zeitner’s multinational Honda Civic 
(SM). Below left: Queuing up to drive the first run 
of the day (ML). Directly below:  The surreal beauty 
of Maryhill, with its windmills and stark grasslands 
(ML). Bottom:  The playfully frosted German-
colored cupcakes and custom-monogrammed 
M&Ms that greeted us after lunch (SM).

To see a video of one of Mi Ae’s runs up Maryhill 
Loops, check out this YouTube link:

http://youtu.be/FnTrOudK-g4

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://youtu.be/FnTrOudK-g4
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FEN September  
Membership
A big thank you to all our new and 
renewing members! A gentle  
reminder that if you haven’t paid 
your dues yet, send a check or money 
order (payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts 
Northwest”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest 
Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

You can also now pay your dues 
using PayPal by going to the FEN 
website (www.�atnorthwest.org) and 
following the Membership link on the 
le� side of the homepage. Just click 
on the Membership Renewal PayPal 
button to have your dues transferred 
using your own PayPal account, or 
your debit or credit card. Or you may 
pay LeRoy Meitzner in person at one 
of the monthly club meetings. He can 
accept cash, checks, or debit/credit 
cards.

New & Renewing Members
No renewing members—but we 
warmly welcome Robert (“Bob”) 
Usher, our newest FENster!

The FIAT with Lots of Holes

Using my pointed hammer on rust 
bubbles, I pounded so many holes in 
my latest FIAT that it sounded like a 
flute quintet going down the road.

— Rex Rice

What Is the Arcane Auto Society?
In short, a group of people who appreciate and admire 
unique, small automobiles, who wish to see them preserved 
and who also enjoy driving these cars for their own (and the 
admiring public’s) pleasure. �e motto of the Arcane Auto 
Society is, “Say, what kind of car is that?,” a question heard 
repeatedly by club members. It’s also the inspiration for the 
name of our group and a rough guideline for membership 
requirement in the Arcane Auto Society.

Our History
Around 1980, three San Franciscans had independently 
acquired three odd automobiles: Paul Cowden, with a 1958 
FIAT 600 Multipla; Greg Cowden, with a 1962 Citroën 
Deux Cheveux (2CV); and Tom DeJohn, with a 1969 Subaru 
360 coupe. A sea slug, a duck, and a shoe. A�er signi�cant 
mechanical and su�cient cosmetic restoration of these three 
arcane autos, the suggestion was made in the summer of 1982 
to actually attempt to drive our oddities someplace besides 
around town. Like over the Golden Gate Bridge and up to the 
wine country in Napa County for a Sunday picnic.

�e results were gratifying. Since none of the cars could 
exceed 50 mph, except downhill, we became the freeway 
right-lane parade. �e admiration and amusement of the mo-
toring public as we headed north was very heartwarming. We 
felt proud of our arcane machinery. At one of our �rst stops 
that Sunday in 1982 at a roadside produce stand, the pro-
prietor handed us our motto nearly intact when he queried, 
“Say, what kind of Volkswagens are those?” “Volkswagens?” 
we retorted, “Not a Volkswagen in the bunch!”

Soon the word spread. �ere was this new car club of 
people who actually liked to drive their odd, old mini cars 
just for fun. Many new members joined us because their 
marque-named group never did anything active and existed 
only to produce a newsletter. Here was a group of adventurers 
who enjoyed traveling in their delightful dinkies and in shar-
ing an occasional Sunday or weekend with other free-spirited 
auto enthusiasts. Arcane Auto Society, continued on page 13

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatnorthwest.org
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demonstrations, and lots of food 
to buy, including the delicious 
Italian bread from Borracchini’s 
Bakery. Dan Rian mentioned that 
he thinks, of all our events, this 
is the day when we get the most 
exposure to the public and he 
encouraged everyone to attend.

• Bert Cripe announced that his 
Grays Harbor Tour is full, but if 
you are still interested, contact 
him and he may have an opening. 
�is is a delightful 3-day tour run 
by an experienced member, who 
gives a great value for the cost.

• Alex Sargeant also reported 
that September 14th is the West 
Seattle Junction Car Show. More 
information can be obtained from 
the website.

• October 19th is the Fall Leaves 
Tour with Bar-B-Q by Bob 
following.

• �e October meeting will be in the 
South End in Renton. November 
is the North End meeting again in 
Shoreline. No details of any events.

• Our Christmas party is usually 
held on the �rst Sunday in 
December. We believe it will be at 
Dan and Sue Carson’s again, but 
we need to con�rm.

Guest Speaker: �e meeting was 
adjourned so that club member  
Mi Ae Lipe could present a slideshow 
of her recent August trip to France 
and London, with lots of precious 
car shots and stories. Her tales of all 
the unexploded WWI ordnance in 
northern France had us shuddering. 
Beautiful pictures! �anks Mi Ae.
 

FEN Meeting Minutes,  
September 3, 2014
Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Rian

�e North End meeting was called to order by President 
David Moise at promptly 7 pm. We had a full house of 
members present as well as two new guests: Bob Usher 
introduced himself and his 1971 124 Spider, which originated 
from Bob and Tony’s FIAT dealership in Syracuse, NY. �e 
car has only 60,000 miles on it and the pictures showed 
that it is very pristine. Bob said it had never been in the 
rain or on any salted streets. It is not currently street legal 
in Washington state yet, so we will have to wait to see it in 
person. Chris Carlaski was another new guest with a 2014 
Abarth.

�ere were no minutes of the South End meeting in August.

Reports and Announcements: Alex Sargeant reported that 
new member Tony Grillo just sold his FIAT Multipla at Pebble 
Beach for a large sum; he believed it was around $80,000. Alex 
also advised us that Tony is an o�cial appraiser and works 
now for the LeMay Museum. Alex also mentioned that his 
dealership (Rairdon’s Maserati FIAT of Kirkland) is looking 
for any older FIATs to display in the showroom. Contact Alex 
for details (425-821-0900 or alexsar@yahoo.com).

Jim and Karen McGough reported their ‘81 Spider is for sale. 
It has a leather interior, 120K miles, electric windows, etc. 
Price unknown. Bert will put the info on the club’s website.

Treasurer’s Report: LeRoy Mietzner reported 76 current 
members. He reminded members to renew membership. 
FEN has its own PayPal account and is now set up to accept 
credit cards.

Upcoming Events:
• David discussed our calendar for the rest of the year. 

Festa Italiana at Seattle Center is again being held at the 
end of September; as a club, we usually show our cars 
on Saturday (the 27th). It is a fun day with exhibits, food 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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With fall and winter weather approaching, now is 
a good time to make sure your FIAT is ready for 

whatever Mother Nature decides to throw at you. �ere are 
many things you can do to make sure your FIAT is ready for 
foul-weather driving—and these are some of my favorites.

First, think safety. Do your lights work? Check all your 
lights, including sidemarkers and running lights. I like to re-
place them in pairs to avoid one side being dim compared to 
the other. Headlights in particular seem to always go out one 
a�er the other anyway. Also, clean your lights. Dirty lights 
can reduce output and visibility. I check mine when I gas up.

Do your horns work? Now is a good time to make sure. I 
like to honk whenever I enter a tunnel. If you have air horns, 
oil your compressor. Check the trumpets for debris.

Make sure your turn signals and emergency �ashers work 
as well. If they are slow to blink, try a NAPA EL13 electronic 
�asher relay. �is ensures a steady �ash rate and is a direct swap.

When was the last time you changed your wiper blades? 
I change mine yearly, at the beginning of the rainy season. 
Cheap insurance! Also make sure you have wiper �uid in your 
bag or reservoir. �e winter weather kind that doesn’t freeze is 
great. If the wipers are slow or they squeak, lubricate the link-
age in the cowl, as well as where the sha�s go through the cowl.

Make sure your heater fan works so that you can defog 
or defrost your windshield when needed. If you have A/C, it 
helps defogging go faster.

What about the overall health of your FIAT’s electrical 
system? Check the alternator belt for proper tension and 

Cold Weather 
Prepping
Article by Gregory Smith,  
FEN President

A battery ground wire with one of those universal 
clamps that never seem to work really well. 
(Photo by Greg Smith.)

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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for cracks. If in doubt, swap it out to avoid an unscheduled 
breakdown. Consider changing your fuses for fresh ones.

Check your battery terminals for corrosion, and clean and 
tighten as needed. I recently replaced the battery wires on an 
older FIAT sedan because the terminals had been replaced 
with universals. �ese type of replacements clamp the cable 
end under a bolt-down plate and never really work well (see 
the image on the opposite page). I was perplexed since re-
placement cables with integral terminals were only about $10.

I also like to put a smart charger on my Scorpion’s battery 
every so o�en in the winter to ensure it’s fully charged, since 
a lot of winter driving can leave it a little low. Lights, heater 
fan, wipers, etc., can sometimes draw more power than the 
car’s own charging system can provide. Usually this will cause 
a glow of the warning light, so watch for that.

In the trunk, whether it’s front or rear, you’ll want to have 
a good spare tire properly in�ated, a jack to support your 
car, and a lug wrench. It’s a good idea to also carry �ares or a 
warning triangle as well. For winter trips, keep a blanket and 
some snacks in case you get stranded. I keep a 12V tire pump 
in my car as well, just in case the spare or someone else’s 
needs topping o�. Jumper cables are also part of my usual 
trunk equipment.

�is is also a good time of year to walk around your FIAT 
and lubricate things that move, pivot, or slide. Door locks, 
top and door hinges, antennas, that sort of thing.

Make sure your so� top is properly tensioned, and make 
any adjustments to ensure that when you need it, the top is 
ready to keep out the elements. I highly recommend Meguiars 
Plastx Polish for the so� back window if it’s getting hazy.

What about your brakes? Do they brake evenly without the 
car pulling to one side? If they do pull, the slider wedges might 
need cleaning and lubing, or there may be a binding caliper 
or collapsed hose. Winter is an especially lousy time to have 
uneven brakes, so a little attention to things like this is smart.

Tires should be properly in�ated and have good tread. 
I’ve driven in wet weather on tires that were close to bald and 
it’s really no fun. On a Scorpion, it’s downright dangerous 
given the car’s tendency to lock up the front brakes. Some of 
us with newer FIATs may want to swap on some steel wheels 
with winter tires. Proper winter tires are much better at grip-
ping the road in cold temperatures.

Speaking of cold temps, your FIAT’s engine may need a little 

Cold  Weather Prepping, continued on page 13

What about your brakes? Do 

they brake evenly without the 

car pulling to one side? Winter is 

an especially lousy time to have 

uneven brakes, so a little attention 

to things like this is smart.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
October 4–6  Car is King Weekend 
at Maryhill Loops Road. Details in the 
September newsletter.

October 8  Northwest Alfa Romeo Club 
meeting at Park Place Motors Ltd., 13710 NE 
20th Street in Bellevue, 6:30 to 9 pm. Pizza 
and drinks will be available! Shannon Low, 
fresh o� the auction circuit, will talk about 
Park Place and their wonderful assortment 
of hot rods, exotics, and rare cars, as well as 
perhaps share a few stories of what he’s seen 
go by at auction.

October 19  Fall Leaves Tour. See below 
for details, or contact the Rians at dsrian@
frontier.com for info.

November 5  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 

Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting 
begins at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

November 11  South Sound Social 
meeting at the Homestead Restaurant, 7837 
South Tacoma Way, Tacoma, WA 98409, 253-
476-9000. Plan to arrive between 6:30 and 
7:00 pm. �is short evening event is devoted 
to socializing. An opportunity to get to know 
other club members you may not have met yet 
and catch up with those you do know.

November 8  NW Alfa Romeo Club’s 
Performance Driving School. Details on 
their website: www.nwalfaclub.com (and see 
opposite page).

December 3  No regular meeting in 
December—Holiday Potluck Party instead!

December 6  Holiday Potluck Party at 
the home of Dan & Sue Carson. Details to 
come soon.

Fall Leaves Tour Sunday, October 19, 2014
We gleefully extend the invitation to the annual Fall Leaves Tour!

We begin the tour,  meeting at Starbucks on 164th SE in Snohomish County.  Take the 164th Street exit, 
(#183), stay in the far right lane to go through the first traffic signal after the exit, go 100 feet, and then turn 
right into the driveway leading to Starbucks.

Our drivers’ meeting will be held at 10:30 AM. Our tour will take in some familiar roads in the countryside and 
some not so familiar, but all fun, sports-car-type roads. Our tour is only about 4 hours long and ends at the site 
of Bar-B-Q by Bob, which is an adventure in itself.   This will be rain or shine.  BYOB and a side dish or dessert.

Please RSVP to dsrian@frontier.com, or call 425-483-9765.  And Alfa, MG Club, and any other tour 
enthusiasts:  You don’t need a sports car to go on the tour!

— DAN AND SOOZ RIAN

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.nwalfaclub.com/
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The NW Alfa Romeo Club would like to invite you back out to Evergreen Speedway for our Fall Car Control Clinic. 
This is a course that is worth attending once or twice per year.  With winter just around the corner, it’s a great 
opportunity to brush up on car control skills that will keep you confident and safe in adverse road conditions.

We’ve changed the format just a bit and added a couple new exercises, including “braking in a corner” and an 
enhanced “accident avoidance” skill station.  The overall course has also been condensed into a 4-hour program, 
with ground school and concentrated rotation through the exercises.

Choose from two sessions: 

AM Session — 8 AM to Noon
PM Session — 1 PM to 5 PM

We would love to see you all as returning drivers, but even more important is to spread the word to new drivers. 
Anyone have friends, family, or neighbors with new/teen drivers this year?  This is an extremely valuable course 
for them, and for drivers with newly purchased vehicles or experienced/senior drivers who feel just a bit too 
timid or nervous behind the wheel.  Come out for the fun, for the learning, and for the experience of a lifetime. 
All licensed drivers are welcome, and all vehicle types are encouraged.  This is about learning better skills and 
control in the car you drive every day.

Course cost is $95.

Register here on MotorsportReg.com: https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/nw-alfa-club-car-control-driver-
skills-clinic-evergreen-speedway-romeo-213842#.VCz1myjZoUU

Hope to see you all there on November 8. Safe driving!

— Mirko Freguia, Corsa Director, NW Alfa Romeo Club

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/nw-alfa-club-car-control-driver-skills-clinic-evergreen-speedway-romeo-213842#.VCz1myjZoUU
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/nw-alfa-club-car-control-driver-skills-clinic-evergreen-speedway-romeo-213842#.VCz1myjZoUU
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Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

T hings have been super-busy at the dealership where I 
work (which is now o�cially called Rairdon’s Maserati 

FIAT of Kirkland, to re�ect our other Italian line). So I have 
not had much time to write an article for this newsletter issue. 

However, some pictures of the production version of the 
2015 FIAT 500X leaked about two weeks ago; here’s one of 
them (above). �e car o�cially debuts at the Paris Auto Show 
in October.   

FIAT 500X Leaked!!
By Alex Sargeant

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at Rairdon’s FIAT of Kirkland and 
a member of FEN. He has volunteered to offer occasional contributions on the 
modern FIATs for the newsletter.

FIAT-Maserati of Kirkland is continuing to 
offer FEN members the opportunity to display 
their vintage FIATs, Lancias, Alfa Romeos, or 
other interesting vintage Italian automobiles, 
motorcycles, or scooters in our showroom.

Please contact Alex Sargeant at  
425-821-0900 or alexsar@yahoo.com for 
details if you are interested in participating.

FIAT  Trivia: Did You Know?

Under the new leadership of Giacomo Malle Trucco, 
construction of the famous Lingotto factory in Turin, Italy, 
began in 1916. It was to be the largest factory in Europe, 
with a unique five-floor assembly line that finished with a 
futuristic test track constructed on the building’s roof.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org October 2014 The FIAT-isti   13 

help adjusting to the cold. Depending on what oil you use, you 
may want to switch to a thinner oil at your next change—say, 
from 20W/50 to 10W/40. Newer FIATs will enjoy even thinner 
oil viscosities. If you have an older carbureted FIAT, now is the 
time of year when you adjust the air �lter housing lid so that in-
take air comes from the heat collector on the exhaust manifold. 
Owners of fuel-injected FIATs don’t need to worry about this.

All FIATs do need to worry about their cooling systems, 
though, because even in cold weather the system needs to hold 

Cold  Weather Prepping, continued from page 9

To date we have done day trips to Santa Cruz, the Roar-
ing Camp and Big Trees Railroad in Felton, the Sacramento 
Train Museum, the wine country, and the Russian River area, 
with weekenders to various lakes, the Pinnacles National 
Monument, and Las Vegas, to name but a few. Our newslet-
ters are infrequent and erratic, announcing only the next run 
or overnighter with perhaps a bit on the previous event. 

Our only o�cial meeting is held around mid-February 
each year inside the garage at Cowden Automotive in San 
Francisco. It’s a potluck business meeting and social held 
indoors due to uncertain weather. Films are shown, brunch 
shared, wine drunk, parts swapped, and dues collected. No of-
�cial hierarchy exists, but an election is held to determine who 
will be stuck to reign as Most Benign Despot by unanimous 
acquiescence for the following year. �e February (or there-
abouts) organizational meeting is the best chance for members 
to bring and display all of their rolling stock and to test drive a 
fellow member’s car around the block a few times for fun.

Over the years we have grown to an o�cial membership 
of about 70 and are proud to have included in our group 
FIAT 500s and 600s, DKWs, Citroën 2CVs, Crosleys, May-
�owers, Auto Unions, Isettas, Borgwards, Subaru 360s, Peels, 
Messerschmitts, Amphicars, Facel Vegas, Siatas, King Midg-
ets, Rileys, Austin A-60s, Renault 4-CVs, Tatras, Topolinos, 
Goggomobiles, Hillmans, Reliant Robin 3-Wheelers, and the 
like. Members’ cars range from pristine to rough, daily 
drivers, and works in progress. And no one is ever laughed at 
for owning a car that is not complete, original, or otherwise 
“correct.” As long as a car can be driven in, it’s eligible for 
Arcane Auto Society membership.   

See pictures and more information at www.arcaneauto.org

Arcane Auto Society, continued from page 6 pressure and coolant. Proper thermo-
stat operation will ensure heat for the 
cabin and cooling for the engine. If 
your FIAT’s heater never seems to get 
hot (especially in the �rst 30 minutes of 
driving), the thermostat may be stuck 
open, which will lead to trouble later 
when the same stuck thermostat might 
reduce �ow to the radiator.

Additionally, with rainy weather will 
come a tendency for an older FIAT’s ig-
nition system to show signs of deferred 
maintenance. �is usually manifests as 
an engine miss or stumble when cold, 
especially in wet weather. O�en new 
tuneup parts will solve this problem; 
plugs, cap, rotor, and especially plug 
wires. Older plug wires’ insulation can 
break down and cause the spark to 
“leak” in damp conditions. If you have 
points inside your distributor, change 
them with the condenser. Consider up-
grading to a Pertronix Ignitor electronic 
pickup for a more reliable setup.

Winter formulation fuel may also 
cause trouble. Prevent problems by 
changing your fuel �lter, keeping the 
cap tight, and keeping the tank full. A 
largely empty tank will provide more 
opportunity for condensation, which 
might end up in the fuel at the bottom. 
Fuel-injected cars seem to be more 
prone to trouble with water in the fuel. 
If you park your FIAT for the winter, 
consider a gas additive like Sta-Bil.

�ese are all common-sense pre-
cautions and readiness that I’m sure 
most of us pay attention to. But this is 
especially the time to check on them, 
because the ease that warm weather 
provides is now coming to an end, and 
you may need to rely on your FIAT 
more as the weather gets more “Paci�c 
NorthWesty.”   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

�e following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
Know of other news or items of interest? Send them to Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com. And thanks!

Nothing beats racing a vintage Alfa Romeo in Mexico (Carbuzz, Oct 4, 2014)  http://ow.ly/Chot9

Alfa Romeo sets date for re-launch (�e Telegraph, Oct 4, 2014)  http://fw.to/c2IvF3i 

First look: Stylish, US-bound FIAT 500X crossover (USA Today, Oct 3, 2014)  http://usat.ly/1x7t8EX

Jeep Renegade cloned as FIAT 500X in Paris (�e Inquisitr, Oct 3, 2014)  http://po.st/bhCA2o

FIAT boss adds to gloom over European car market: (BBC News, Oct 2, 2014)
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-29465891

Unique 1954 FIAT 8V entered in Arizona Concours d’Elegance (Fox Sports, Oct 2, 2014)
http://ow.ly/ChnGo

Alfa Romeo Brings Giulietta Sprint and MiTo Junior Special Editions to Paris (CarScoops, Oct 2, 2014)  
http://www.carscoops.com/2014/10/alfa-romeo-brings-giulietta-sprint-and.html

Lot watch: Alfa Romeo Montreal (�e Telegraph, Sept 30, 2014)  http://fw.to/mbutOlF

More power, you say? Alfa Romeo planning 270-horsepower 4C? (Digital Trends, Sept 28, 2014)   
http://bit.ly/1DOiPtQ

FIAT unveils adorable new 2015 micro car (Houston Chronicle, Sept 25, 2014)  http://ow.ly/ChnBq

FIAT 500e money-losing battery car now in Oregon (USA Today, Sept 23, 2014)  http://usat.ly/1pbX0dW

NHTSA posts recall of 25,000 FIAT 500L models for faulty knee airbags (New York Times, Sept 17, 2014)  
http://nyti.ms/1razNOa
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