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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts 
who meet regularly throughout the year. In 
general, our club is geared towards social 
rather than the technical. The club is incor-
porated as a nonprofit club in Washington 
State and is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt so-
cial club. Club meetings are held monthly, 
except for July and December. A picnic in 
July and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regular 
meeting location alternates monthly be-
tween Mill Creek and Renton. We also hold 
a South Sound Social meeting (every oth-
er month) for those who live in Pierce and 
Thurston Counties. FEN also hosts rallies 
and other events throughout the year.

It’s finally beginning to feel like summer in the Pacific 
Northwest! The trees are leafing in, the grass is growing, 

and the open-car driving is more and more frequent. I hope 
everyone with a soft top is getting to put it down on occasion.

This past month I participated in the Pruczinski’s 
Primavera Tour and potluck that ended in Monroe. It was 
a great drive, and despite some silly errors on my part I 
enjoyed it very much. The time spent together afterward was 
also nice, and the food was great. These kind of events are 
what our club is all about.

On the way there I got an enthusiastic thumbs-up from 
another driver on the freeway, and returning to Olympia I 
got more adoration from some Oly girls while I went through 
downtown.

It’s officially car show season. There are plenty of car 
shows to choose from! On June 22nd the Italian Concours 
will be in Kirkland, which promises to be a great show.

Coming up in July is our club picnic. We’ll be hosting 
again out at my place in Olympia, which we last did in 2011. 
As usual, it’s a potluck but we’ll also have our wood-fired 
pizza oven going. So we could do a pizza-topping potluck. 
Hope we have good weather and a good turnout.

Also July 17–20 is the Mirafiori FIAT gathering in 
Ashland, Oregon. This will be my 15th year going to this 
event, which is centered around a lakeside campground 
outside of Ashland and also features an affordable track-
day event. Please contact me if you have questions about 
attending.

I’m also keeping busy in the garage with Vanagon 
maintenance and Scorpion repairs. I just received new 
electric window regulators and will be sure to write about 
my experience installing them and what the conversion to 
electric entails. And sniff sniff … what’s that coolant smell? 
I think the head gasket on my engine is leaking. It’s always 
something with our Vintage FIATs and Lancias. Time for 
another tech session?

— Gregory Smith, President
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This recurring driving event was held on Saturday, May 17, 
and was staged by the Pruczinskis, club members since 

2010. (As a side note, the Pruczinskis—Tina, Dave, daugh-
ter Chloe, and son Alex—have been very active in the club 
by working the car show, staging the Primavera, and hosting 
events at their home. They set a fine example for all of us!)

We met at the Belle Pastry shop in Bellevue for goodies 
and coffee and to hold the drivers’ meeting. This is a “patis-
serie” well worth a visit, not just for the food but also to watch 
a most efficient operation behind the counter. The place was 
packed and yet our coffee and pastries were served up in short 
order. After a brief drivers’ meeting (which is really for the 
navigators) and with the sun out, it was time to put the top 
down and hit the road!

A total of seven cars participated in the tour, not counting 
our hosts’ distinctly non-Italian ride (an Isuzu Trooper). The 
field included a FIAT 1200 Spider, three 124 Spiders, a Lancia 
Scorpion, and two Abarth 500s.

Tour Primavera     2014
May 17, 2014
By Bert Cripe
Photos by Aaron Wong

One might call the first leg of the 

route an “eat-your-heart-out” tour! 

Why? We drove past estates in 

Bellevue, Medina, and Clyde Hill, 

the likes of which most of us see 

only on TV. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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One might call the first leg of the route an “eat-your-heart-
out” tour! Why? Because we drove past estates in Bellevue, 
Medina, and Clyde Hill the likes of which most of us see only 
on TV. Our first stop was the Wells-Medina Nursery. From 
here the route took us back into Bellevue and then east to 
Lake Sammamish, turning north toward Redmond. Leaving 
Redmond, we headed east and onto a narrow lane that I had 
not traveled before—192nd Place—also known as Old Red-
mond-Fall City Road.

Our next stop was the Gray Barn Nursery. Here we did 
the obligatory “lift the hood and attempt to fix the car rou-
tine.” Several of us noticed a raw gas smell around one of the 
older FIATs. The source was found, but it was decided that 
it was not an immediate problem and so we continued on 
(note that nothing bad happened and the owner lived to fight 
another day).

From here we took another road I had not previously 
traveled and I suspect I will avoid in the future. That was the 
“historic brick road,” an experience definitely to be missed! 
We were driving the 124 Spider with its stock suspension and 
the road was best driven at a speed of about 5 mph. There was 
very little traffic, so our slow pace was not a problem. Howev-
er, a big SUV did make a show of demonstrating his ability to 
drive fast on a rough road! Perhaps the closest he gets to true 
off-roading by the looks of his machine. Perhaps this road is 
why our hosts were driving the Trooper?

From here our route took us into Woodinville and heavy 
traffic. Our intended third stop was Molbak’s Nursery. We had 

We took another road I had not 

previously traveled and I suspect  

I will avoid in the future.  That 

was the “historic brick road,” an 

experience definitely to be missed!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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a little trouble with the route instruc-
tions on this leg and I misunderstood 
my navigator’s commands, which 
resulted in extra driving and stoplights. 
(Please note that we were not lost, just 
“not on course”—NOC in man speak!) 
On a beautiful, warm spring Saturday, 
downtown Woodinville is a place to 
avoid! Since we were behind now and 
Molbak’s was jam-packed, we decided 
to continue on without stopping.

Somehow we managed to find our 
way to our fourth and final stop—the 
Wild Rose Farm just south of Sno-
homish. We pulled in but did not see 
anyone from our group. This is a very 
small operation with limited parking 
compared to Molbak’s, so we contin-
ued on again.

Our route took us next through the 
historic portion of Snohomish, which 
is always an interesting place to visit. 
We began to think we were far behind 
and so we picked up our pace. This 
was easy to do as our route became 
less-traveled county roads.

In just a few minutes more, we 
arrived at the Pruczinski Estate and 
my reward for the day—memo to self: 
Don’t play so rough with the little dog 
who, when perhaps feeling in danger 
from a big ape, will nip! The bite is all 
better now and I should have known 
better, being a dog owner much of 
my life, but I am only a little less of an 
animal than the dog, so what can one 
expect? No malice on his part and later 
he sat on my lap and allowed me to pet 
him while he admired his handiwork.

A fine potluck lunch with beer and 
wine was served and enjoyed by all. 
Conversation was shared, tires were 
kicked, restoration projects admired, 
questions were asked, and lies were told.

Watch for our next driving event scheduled for Saturday, 
June 21, when we explore far beyond the outskirts of civiliza-
tion: Kitsap County and that area known as West Sound.  

A fine potluck lunch with beer and wine was served  

and enjoyed by all. Conversation was shared, tires  

were kicked, restoration projects admired,  

questions were asked, and lies were told.
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Marketplace
On Ebay, no reserve! 
Bidding ends on  
Monday, June 2, 2 pm 

1978 FIAT 124 Spider,  
Snohomish, WA

What it’s not: A ground-up 
concourse restoration that I’m selling 
because I need another project.

What it is: A very nice 36-year-old 
FIAT Sports Spyder that I bought for my 
wife in 1998 when it was a 20-year-old 
car with about 98K miles. That’s about 
5K per year. She has driven it to work a 
couple of days a week during the short 
Seattle convertible driving season. It has 
120K miles on its original engine. That’s 
only about 1,500 miles for each of the 
16 years we’ve owned it. It has most 
of its original paint that still shines up nicely.  Where it has been repainted, it is a very close match but not 
perfect. With the limited driving and garaged winters, there is no significant rust that I am aware of. It has all 
the little paint chips and minor dings you would expect from a 36-year-old car.

During the rainy winters it has provided many projects for me. It has a new cloth top from 16 years ago 
at a cost of $800 that is still perfect! I have rebuilt the suspension, steering, and brakes at a cost of about 
$900 for parts. I installed polished stainless steel “early style” bumpers at a cost of $1,100. I have new 
Rota 15" rims (13" are stock) with new Pirelli tires at a cost of almost $1,000. Please notice the beautiful 
Carpathian elm burlwood dash that I have personally added, including the radio surround and console which 
are unique (priceless!). I have added an in-tank electric fuel pump, which is unique to this car. It has had 
an electronic pointless ignition installed. It has a new EMPI Webber 32/36 carburetor, New Old Stock cast 
exhaust header, new stainless Magnaflow muffler, and complete new exhaust to connect them. Performance 
Apex in Renton, WA has just this last year rebuilt the 5-speed transmission, replaced the clutch assembly 
and throwout bearing at a cost of $2,200. The carpet is brand-new.

As you see I have done much work on this car. I have clear Washington State title. If you are the successful 
bidder, don’t be naïve enough to think there won’t be many more projects for you to enjoy while you’re 
enjoying the friendly attention you’ll get when you drive this car. The successful bidder will pick up the car 
locally or I will deliver for $100 within 150 miles.  You will pay for a transport over that.

Very best & good bidding … Vance        Check out other cars for sale online on the FEN Classifieds.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.ebay.com/itm/Fiat-Other-standard-1978-fiat-124-sport-spyder-/321416230249?forcerrptr=true&hash=item4ad5e67569&item=321416230249&pt=US_Cars_Trucks
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/classifieds.html
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O nce again, my somewhat ratty FIAT was in another parade 
here in Port Townsend. This time we featured the Key City 

Players, our local theater company, advertising their production of 
Shakespeare’s Trojan Woman performed in the park.

We were one of 116 entries, along with 16 marching bands. 
Since most of the Trojan women were widows, they wore black and 
moaned throughout the parade. Helen of Troy sat on the back of 
the FIAT and smiled, sinking ships as we weaved through town. 
Great fun!   

Rhody Festival Grand Parade 2014 
May 17, 2014  Article & Photos by Rex Rice

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org June 2014 The FIAT-isti   7 

Abarth 695 Biposto: Official Car of the  
2014 Gumball 3000     FIAT Press releAse, MAy 22, 1014

Following the official debut at the 84th Geneva International Motor Show,  the “most Abarth of all Abarths” 
takes to the road for the first time. 

Fitted with a 190-hp, 997-kg 1.4 T-Jet engine, giving the best weight-to-power ratio in its category (5.2) and 
acceleration from 0 to 100 km/h in just 5.9 seconds, the Abarth 695 biposto will be the official car of the 
16th edition of the Gumball 3000 Rally. It’s the first time that an official car has been appointed for the Gum-
ball, a noncompetitive rally for just 120 amazing supercars that covers over 3,000 miles in less than 10 days. 

After the adrenaline-charged, 15th-anniversary rally from Copenhagen to Monaco, for the 2014 edition 
the Gumball 3000 is set to cross two continents with a route that sets off from South Beach, Miami, 
and finishes in Ibiza. This year’s event promises to be more exciting and enthralling than ever for drivers 
and fans alike. It’s a unique adventure for the participants who, between June 4th and 11th, will travel 
all the way from America to Europe.  After stages in Miami,  Atlanta, and New York, all 120 cars will be 
flown across the Atlantic, touching down 
in Scotland. Here, in Edinburgh, the 
Gumball 3000 will enrich its lineup of 
supercars with the Abarth 695 biposto, 
making its official on-road debut.

Abarth’s “two-seater” road-going car 
will unleash its 190 horsepower, be-
coming the undisputed star attraction 
of the event. Gumball 3000 has chosen 
“the fastest Abarth ever” as the iconic 
image of the 2014 edition of the Ral-
ly, giving it the coveted #1. Maximillion 
Cooper, CEO and founder of the event, 
announced that he was honoured and 
thrilled to be the first official driver of 
the Abarth 695 biposto, a car that truly represents the essence of Abarth: its size (a quintessential Abarth 
characteristic), a “small Italian supercar,” and its “racing heart”—that passion for speed and the challeng-
es of the road—while also embracing the values of the Gumball rally.

The Gumball 3000 was launched in 1999 by Cooper, a former British racing driver, designer, and entrepre-
neur, included by Complex in its list of the 50 most influential people in the auto industry, as his rally brings 
cars, music, fashion, art, and entertainment all together. Cooper borrowed the word “Gumball” from Andy 
Warhol, who used it to describe how the public “chews up” and spits out popular culture just like chewing 
gum.  The number “3000,” meanwhile, is a nod to Cooper’s fascination 

Gumball, continued on page 10

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Check the FEN website for more exciting calendar events!

Calendar & Next 
FEN Meetings
June 4  Regular club meeting (south) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner from the regular menu.

June 8  The Sonoma County Movie Rally. 
Diana & Bert Cripe will be leading this 
approximately 90-mile gimmick rally through 
Petaluma and the rural areas of Southwest 
Sonoma County on back roads. This is a joint 
effort between us and FIAT America of the 
San Francisco Bay Area, with help from the 
SF Citroën Club VP. We’ll be leaving mid-
week for the Bay Area and doing our final 
verification drive of the route on Friday, June 
6. Anyone willing to go is welcome to join us 
on this great adventure.

June 21  West Sound Tour: Our treasurer 
LeRoy Mietzner is leading this scenic drive 
of approximately 90 miles that begins at 
Griot’s Garage, 3333 S 38th Street, Tacoma. 
The drivers’ meeting will be held at 10 am. 
If you have never been to Griot’s, it is well 
worth a visit to see the array of car care 
products, tools, and the cars on display in the 
showroom!

Griot’s opens at 9 am and there is a 10% 
Club discount on purchases; please mention 
that you are a FIAT Club member.

The tour will cross the Tacoma Narrows 
Bridge and meander the back roads around 
Gig Harbor, Purdy, Grapeview, Belfair, and 

Port Orchard. We’ll stop for a late lunch 
in Port Orchard before continuing to the 
Southworth Ferry Dock (for those who wish 
to take the ferry back to Seattle). Please RSVP 
LeRoy at treasurer@fiatnorthwest.org so that 
he can get an accurate head count for lunch.

June 22  Italian Concours d’Elegance,  
11 am to 5 pm, at 4100 Carillon Point, 
Kirkland. For more info or to register, contact 
William Smallwood III at 425-773-0130 or by 
email to italianconcours@gmail.com.

July 2  No regular meeting—picnic instead!

July 4–6  The Pacific Northwest Historics 
by SOVREN at Pacific Raceways. We usually 
attend the Car Corral on Saturday. Only 20 
tickets are issued to each car club and FEN 
has ordered 20. Each ticket is $35.00 for the 
car and driver to enter the Car Corral on 
Saturday. Passengers can buy tickets at the 
gate—please bring cash to purchase your 
tickets at the gate. Contact the club treasurer, 
LeRoy, to purchase your car and driver ticket.

July 11–13  The 10th Annual Great 
Pacific NW Microcar and Minicar 
Extravaganza at the LeMay Museum, Tacoma. 
Details at www.gpnwmme.com.

July 12  FEN annual club picnic at Greg 
Smith’s house, 6809 Zangle Rd NE, Olympia 
WA 98506. 11:30 am to 3 pm or so.

July 17–20  Mirafiori’s Oregon campout 
and track day near Ashland. Details will be 
posted when known.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.gpnwmme.com/
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FIAT FreakOut! — Chicagoland 2014
July 10–13

The National Italian Car Club Convention is the largest gathering 
of FIAT owners in North America. In 2014 will be the 31st 
anniversary of this event, and for the first time ever,  
it’s coming to Chicagoland!

The venue is the 250-acre Pheasant Run Resort, 30 miles west of downtown 
Chicago in St. Charles, Illinois. Activities will include Italian-kart racing, a 
poker run to the Volo Auto Museum, a parking lot movie and socializing, a 
midnight cruise to the famed Lake Shore Drive to see the downtown Chicago 
skyline, the Concourso at Cantigny Park, a Chicago architectural river tour, the 
awards banquet, and the Sunday brunch, raffle, and silent auction.

FIAT-Lancia Unlimited (FLU) is the largest and most active FIAT and Lancia 
enthusiast group in North America. The Chicagoland Chapter was formed in 
2007 and includes members from Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, and Iowa.

More info available at www.fiatclubamerica.com/ffo2014

Image: knstrct.com

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.fiatclubamerica.com/ffo2014


10   The FIAT-isti June 2014 www.fiatnorthwest.org

FEN Meeting Minutes  
May 7, 2014
Vice President David Moise called the meeting to order at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta in North Seattle (Shoreline); approxi-
mately 30 people were present. Visitor David Preston, who 
owns a FIAT 500 sport, attended his first meeting after find-
ing us on the Internet. We welcomed Les Nelson, a former 
member from years back, who owns a 1970 FIAT 124. He has 
rejoined the club. New members Rick Nokes and Barbara 
Sjostrom-Nokes, who own a 500C Lounge, also heard about 
the club from our website.

Treasurer’s Report: LeRoy Mietzner gave his financial report 
for the car show. He declared the show a financial success 
and we donated $310 to LEO (Life Enrichment Options), our 
chosen charity, and we still had a profit of $60. 
     LeRoy also mentioned that he has registered the club for 
20 cars for the Pacific Northwest Historics races at Pacific 
Raceways on July 4th, 5th, and 6th. It is a chance for mem-
bers to park near the pits, next to the track. As David says, 
“It is loud and exciting.” You must register with LeRoy if you 
intend to attend. He can be paid with PayPal or by a check in 
the mail. The cost is $30 for car and driver, an additional $25 
for a passenger. 
     Alex Sargeant advised us that your corral fee includes the 
evening banquet, if you wish, and that it is a whole lot of fun.

Reports and Announcements: Aaron Wong gave a brief 
report on the dynamics of the All-Italian Car Show and 
thanked all the volunteers again. He then entertained us with 
an anecdote of the show. David Preston then related a funny 
story of the Historics. 
     Carrie Rice reported that, after an endless wait, she has 
gotten her 1969 Siata, “Azul,” back after the accident. Still, 
some minor fixes to the headlight bezels are needed, though.

Upcoming Events:
• Tina, Alex, and Dave Pruczinski announced that May 17 

is the annual Tour Primavera, which they host. Since they 
provide the main course, they would appreciate an RSVP 
from club members who plan to attend. Their phone 
number is 360-794-0297.

with the future, especially at a 
time when the world was on the 
cusp of the 21st century.

The roads between the Scottish 
capital and Ibiza—taking in Lon-
don, Paris, and Barcelona—will 
be the first to put the Abarth 695 
biposto’s exhilarating supercar 
performance (note the top speed 
of 230 km/h) to the test. What’s 
more, it’s the very first time that 
a street-legal car, currently in its 
category, is offered with a gearbox 
featuring dog rings with controls 
and disc and clutch self-locking 
differential derived from the world 
of racing, making upwards gear 
changes so rapid that expert driv-
ers don’t need to use the clutch.

In each city the “Gumball” visits, 
Abarth—sole official automotive 
partner—will play a leading role: 
Regent Street in London, Les Jar-
din  des Tuileries in Paris, Barce-
lona, and the Old Town Port in 
Ibiza will welcome hundreds of 
thousands of people. And Abarth 
is all set to make every arrival an 
exciting, memorable event with 
its fantastic cars.

The race schedule is as follows:

June 4 – Arrival in Miami
June 5 – Miami to Atlanta
June 6 – Atlanta to NY
June 7 – NY to Edinburgh
June 8 – Edinburgh to London
June 9 – London to Paris
June 10 – Paris to Barcelona
June 11 – Barcelona to Ibiza

Gumball, continued from page 7

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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A big thank you to all our new and 
renewing members! And a gentle  
reminder that if you haven’t paid your 
dues yet, send a check or money order 
(payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest 
Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

You can also now pay your dues using 
PayPal by going to the FEN website 
(www.fiatnorthwest.org) and following 
the Membership link on the left side of 
the homepage. Just click on the  
Membership Renewal PayPal button to 
have your dues transferred using your 
own PayPal account, or your  
debit/credit card.

Or you may pay LeRoy Meitzner in 
person at one of the monthly club 
meetings. He can accept cash, checks, 
or debit/credit cards.

New Members 
(welcome!)
Les Nelson
David and Susan Preston

Renewing Members
Gary Reed
Sue and Dan Carson

FEN May 
Membership 
Report

• Bert Cripe reported that the Bristow swap meet set for 
Saturday, June 21, has been canceled. LeRoy stated that he 
was still planning the rally that day, and he would keep us 
advised of the beginning location.

• Les Nelson noted that on June 6–7 in Eastern Washing-
ton, the Racing Auto Sports Club will be having their No 
Alibi run. Traditionally, it is run on all gravel. He also 
said that on June 6 and 7, there is the Olympics Run start-
ing at Little Creek Casino, near Olympia.

New Business: Alex Sargeant from FIAT of Kirkland spoke 
of a meeting he attended with FIAT notables, which covered 
their five-year plan for world domination. They confirmed 
there will be a large 500X AWD and a new FIAT Spider, 
which will be introduced in Paris next spring and is being 
built by Mazda. They expect their new Alfa Romeo, perhaps 
Spider, to compete head-on with Audi and other luxury cars. 
There will be a 4-door sedan and a sport-utility Alfa, and 
they’re making Jeep into a national brand. Therefore, they 
hope to be very competitive worldwide with their FIAT, Alfa, 
and Jeep brands. 

FIAT is also returning to racing (you mean other than us 
on the streets?) with its version of the 500X. The Alfa sedan 
will be a touring car, the Trofeo Abarth. Rumor has it (and 
not denied) that the new Jeep may be diesel. He also noted 
that the Ram half-ton pickup actually has a Maserati engine. 
There is also talk of a possible FIAT minivan; they already 
have a cargo version. 

Alex, we love these updates.

Door prizes were distributed and the meeting was adjourned.

Guest Speaker: Our guest speaker was Bill Smallwood, who 
is chairman of the Italian Concours, which will be held again 
this year at Carillon Point, Kirkland, on June 22. They will be 
celebrating 100 years of Maserati. The entry fee is $30 per car 
preregistration, $40 day of registration, and $5 per spectator, 
plus there will be many raffles benefiting various charities. 
Registration is online at ItalianConcours@gmail.com. He’d 
like to have a good showing of FIATs there.

Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Rian, North End Secretary

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIAT Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) held a big event on May 
6 in Detroit to announce to the motoring press and the 

world their ambitious plans for the next five years. Emperor 
Sergio Marchionne gave an opening address, followed by 
individual representatives of the major fiefdoms within the 
empire. We’re mostly concerned with the future of the FIAT 
marque within the context of this Club, but all the divisions 
of FCA are becoming so intertwined that I’m going to give a 
short rundown of what the other European portfolio brands 
are doing at the end, since so many of the existing and 
upcoming platforms are shared. I know there’s a lot of interest 
in the Club about the future of Alfa Romeo and Lancia.

For FIAT the immediate announcement for North Amer-
ica was the confirmation of the global debut of the 500X on 
July 4, with showroom availability in late 2015. Pictures of 
the unibody of the 500X have since been leaked, and you can 
see for yourself how it follows the current European fash-
ion for the high-riding, four-door coupe look as seen in the 
Mercedes Benz GLA and BMW X1. You can see a new Jeep 
Renegade on the assembly line in the background, too.

Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

FIAT Chrysler Automobiles’ 
Five-Year Plan for  
Total World Domination
By Alex Sargeant

www.fiatnorthwest.org


www.fiatnorthwest.org June 2014 The FIAT-isti   13 

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at 
Rairdon’s FIAT of Kirkland and a member of FEN. 

Officially, this new 500X replaces the Sedici, which was 
developed jointly with Suzuki and has been a relatively slow 
seller alongside the more popular Panda. This carlike body 
also isn’t suitable for seven passengers, so the release of these 
pictures also confirms the rumor of two AWD variations 
that have been sharing the same 500X name in the press. I 
expect the larger seven-passenger AWD to have an appear-
ance similar to the 500L Trekking and the PandaCross. No 
official mention was made of an expected debut for that 
variant. Since the smaller 500X is being introduced so soon, 
I wouldn’t be surprised to see a concept version of the larger 
seven-passenger CUV in Paris or Los Angeles this fall.

Along with the more definitive news about the 500X 
came the most official announcement to date of the rumored 
reborn FIAT Spider. Expect to see it at your local FIAT dealer 
sometime late in 2015. At this point, very few specific de-
tails have been leaked other than the engine will be the 1.4L 
MultiAir Turbo. The chassis is shared with the new Mazda 
Miata and was engineered to be equipped with either a con-
ventional folding canvas top or a modern retractable hardtop. 
The 1.4L MultiAir engine is already a great performer in the 
Abarth, so putting it in a true two-seat sports car that may be 
even lighter in weight holds great promise. The chassis was 
also engineered to be adaptable to both conventional front 
engine/rear drive layouts and the more high-performance 
front engine/rear transaxle configuration. There is a rumor of 
a transaxle in development for future Alfa Romeo and Mase-
rati products, and FCA does not currently have a convention-
al rear-drive version of the 1.4L turbo engine.

There was also an announcement of a small FIAT trucklet 
for Latin America for 2015 and an all-new Panda for Europe 
for 2018. No official mention was made of the other models 
US dealers have been told to expect in the next few years or 
of the next generation of the Punto.

The biggest news in Detroit was the ambitious relaunch 
and reimagination of Alfa Romeo as a near-luxury brand in 
direct competition with Acura, Audi, BMW, Infiniti, Lexus, 
Mercedes-Benz, and Volvo. Beyond the imminently arriving 
4C sports car, promises were made of up to eight new Alfa 
Romeo vehicles debuting in the next five years, with the first 
to appear in 2015 as a 2016 model. This will most likely be 
a four-door sedan based on the Maserati Ghibli platform. 
It’s currently called Cloverleaf. It’s unclear if this means the 
Quadrifoglio badge is being redefined. The next will proba-

Opposite page and above:  The 500X unibody at 
the assembly plant in Melfi, Italy. Note the Jeep 
Renegade in the background. (Autoblog.com).

bly be a mid-sized SUV based on the 
soon-to-be-revealed Maserati Levante. 
The exact form of following models 
was a bit hazy in the presentation, but 
you can expect sedans in the B and C 
classes, a B-class SUV, and a conven-
tional roadster probably derived from 
the Miata platform. The ambitious 
plan is for global Alfa sales to rise 
from the current 74,000 cars per year 
to 400,000 by 2018.

Maserati confirmed the upcoming 
Levante SUV for 2016 and a replace-
ment for the GT series with a pro-
duction version of the Alfieri concept 
coming in 2017. Ferrari announced 
plans to introduce a new model every 
year for the next five years. 

Sadly, Lancia was not mentioned 
at all.  

The ambitious plan is for global 

Alfa sales to rise from the current 

74,000 cars per year to  

400,000 by 2018.
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
Know of other news or items of interest? Send them to Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com. And thanks!

FIAT to get Mitsubishi pickup in 2016, sources say (Automotive News, May 31, 2014)
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20140531/ANE/140529844/fiat-to-get-mitsubishi-pickup-sources-say

All aboard Abarth: FIAT 500 Abarth has the sound that matters (Technology Tell, May 29, 2014)
http://www.technologytell.com/in-car-tech/8955/aboard-abarth-fiat-500-abarth-sound-matters/

FIAT plans to limit Lancia to Italy (The Detroit News, May 28, 2014)
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140528/AUTO0104/305280029

FIAT’s growth plan is achievable, Marchionne says (The Wall Street Journal, May 27, 2014)  
http://on.wsj.com/1kH8xTn

FIAT Chrysler CEO doesn’t want you to buy its 500e electric car (Tech Times, May 26, 2014)
http://www.techtimes.com/articles/7521/20140526/fiat-chrysler-ceo-doesnt-want-you-to-buy-its-500e-
electric-car-heres-why.htm

The first mass-produced alcohol car was of course a FIAT (Jalopnik, May 21, 2014)
http://jalopnik.com/the-first-mass-produced-alcohol-car-was-of-course-a-fia-1522760710

Run! FIAT scares up Godzilla premiere (USA Today, May 14, 2014)  
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2014/05/09/fiat-godzilla/8912131/

Driven: 2014 Maserati Ghibli targets BMW, Audi and Mercedes-Benz  
(New York Daily News, May 6, 2014) http://nydn.us/1ip6ezk

Our favorite FIAT Jokes (CarTalk)
http://www.cartalk.com/content/our-favorite-fiat-jokes
[Sample joke: How do you make a FIAT go faster? Tell the tow truck driver to speed up.]
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