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This is my 60th and final president's message!  Five 
years is a long time to hold office, perhaps too 
long...  It has been my goal during this time to achieve 
two goals: first to provide as many opportunities as 
possible for the members to participate and make the 
club a strong, active force in the local car hobby scene 
and second to promote the club within that scene to 
bring the clubs together for the benefit of all of the 
hobbyists and improve the reputation of the Fiat mark. 

Have I been successful?  I am not sure about that nor do 
I know how to measure the results.  To be sure I have 
met many people as a result of reaching out to other 
clubs and not just in Seattle, but in California, Oregon 

and British Columbia as well. Some of us have maintained an ongoing dialog and 
for that I am truly grateful!  In regards to our club itself, we now have a set 
of bylaws, we are an IRS recognized tax exempt 501(c)7 social club, and we have 
established written policies to guide future officers and members in the day to 
day conduct of club business.  All of those are available to read at our website, 
which is kept fairly up-to-date and now has a webmaster who is a member of the 
club.  The photo gallery actually now works and provides a visual history of club  
functions.  The treasury is in very good shape.  I think this due in large part 
to the work of our members who support our All Italian Car Show, not just from 
an increase in the dues revenue resulting from the increase in membership.  I 
think we can be proud of having been a major sponsor of LEO and the fact we were 
able to provide a modest scholarship to the daughter of club members for her 
training to become an automotive technician.  Our show is now the longest con-
tinually running Italian car show in the Seattle area!   

Membership is at an all time high with 60+ memberships. Fully two-thirds of the 
current members have joined in the past 5 or 6 years. It is worth mentioning that 
not just owners of the new Fiats are joining the club, but we also are seeing 
younger members with vintage cars as well.  This is a really good sign for our 
future. 

 From a driving event point of view, we have staged over thirty driving events 
during the past 5 years just within the club.  Several of us have taken advantage 
of invitations to participate in the events offered to us by other clubs.    
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Since this was a goal of mine, I am very pleased that we are maintaining these 
inter-club activities. 
I found this little article a couple of weeks ago and felt it worth sharing: 
"People are so distracted by the technology in their cars. When I am at the 
wheel, I can turn off my phone and I'm in another world.  I can go back to the 
1950s for a while. There is nothing modern about the car. I can concentrate on 
driving, on the purity of the experience.  I love the smell of the leather and 
the song of the engine."   -Ludovic Barras, a 27-year-old marketing executive on 
his experience driving his 1957 Porsche Speedster from the November 19th issue 
of the Wall Street Journal.  That pretty much sums up the feelings I think most 
of us who own and drive vintage cars have.  It is why many of us joined the 
club in the first place and what keeps us in the hobby. And so this ends my ten-
ure as club president.  I offer best wishes to the in-coming officers and to 
the club.  I hope that you are able to achieve far more in the coming years! 
 
Thank you, 
Ciao 
Bert 
 
November Meeting Notes 
President Bert Cripe called the regular meeting on FEN to  order at  7:00pm at 
Lombardi’s Restaurant . 

As of the start of the meeting there was some doubt if there were candidates 
for the various club officer positions.  Bert put forward some thoughts on club 
operation.  These are below: 

Proposal 
1. Background: Due to the lack of volunteers to stand for officer positions un-
der the current Bylaws, this interim plan is put forth as a trial method for a 
period of one year in order to allow the club to continue to function. At the 
end of October, 2014 the club must decide whether to change the Bylaws to adopt 
this structure or return to the current arrangement. 

2. Meetings 

a. In accordance with Article 9.2 of the Bylaws, the November meeting will be 
the Annual Meeting for the conduct of business issues and the election of of-
fices for the coming year. 

b. The remaining nine monthly meetings will be social in nature without a busi-
ness portion. These meetings will be strictly social, thus providing the oppor-
tunity to meet the stated purpose of the club, i.e. to stimulate interest for 
educational and recreational purposes. Times and locations will continue as 
they are now, 

subject to acceptable venue availabilities. The meetings will be designated as 
"North Area Meeting" and "South Area Meeting". 

c. In the event a business issue becomes present, the matter will be referred 
to the board for consideration. The board will then meet as required to address 
the issue, keeping the membership informed, and seeking member input as/if nec-
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Proposal (con’d) 
 

 3. Officers 

a. President: presides over the November meeting and the two board meetings. 

b. Vice‐president: two Area VP positions will be established, one for each of the two meeting locations. Each 

Area VP will function as a point‐of‐contact for his/her area; forward business issues to the board; and act as 

the "greeter" at his/her meetings. The practice of holding drawings for door prizes is optional and will be left 

up to the will of the members at each area meeting. While the VP currently handles this task, the area mem‐

bers may select someone else to provide the service. The practice of hosting outside speakers for a presenta‐

tion will be optional and left up to the will of the Area VP. 

c. Treasurer: functions will remain unchanged. However, the treasurer will make a monthly financial and 

membership status report to the board. 

d. Secretary: One secretary will be in office and will take minutes at the November meeting and the two 

board meetings. No minutes will be required to be taken at the Area Meetings since no business is to be con‐

ducted. 

e. Board Member: functions will remain unchanged. 

f. Newsletter Editor: (To be discussed...) 

 

Greg Smith and Dave Moise, neither of whom could make the meeting,  agreed to be candidates for Presi‐

dent and Vice‐President, respectively.  LeRoy Mietzner had agreed to remain as Treasures, Sooz Rian and 

Carrie Rice agreed to remain as  North and South Secretaries, respectively, Rex Rice volunteered to be Board 

Member and Mi Ae Lipe  volunteered to take over the Newsletter.  The slate of candidates was elected by 

proclamation.  The board  scheduled a transition meeting at Mike Wayte and Jackie Baker’s home for 16 No‐

vember. 

16 November Board Meeting Notes 

Board members present were: New President, Greg Smith. Out‐going President, Bert Cripe; South Secretary, 

Carrie Rice; Member‐at‐large, Rex Rice; new newsletter co‐chair‐Mi Ae Lipe; Mike Wayte, current newsletter 

chair; Suzanne Rian, north Secretary and Dan Rian, member. 2013 Vice President George Baumann, Treas‐

urer Leroy Mietzner and 2014 Vice President David Moise were not present, however, Bert reported on the 

current status of the bank accounts. We are solvent, all bills paid, with the next anticipated expenses being 

for the  
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16 November Board Meeting Notes (con’d) 

the December Holiday party on Saturday, December 7th at Sue and Dan Carson’s in Tacoma. Bert briefly 
went over the club’s normal yearly expenses for Greg. 

We briefly discussed the car show and agreed to have the registration fee of $15 for pre‐reg and $20 day of. 
We need to locate a person to chair the car show this year. Trophies were discussed and Greg agreed to 
look into other means of trophies for awards. 

All the Board members concurred that it is time to purchase more F.E.N. merchandise for sale. It was noted 
that Darcie Brown no longer wishes to be merchandise chair. Therefore, we will need to seek another per‐
son who will be able to chair that function, also before the car show. 

Dan Rian reported that Lombardi’s is again reserved for the January 2nd North meeting and noted that the 
manager advised that he would be adding some entrees. 

Greg indicated that he and David Moise discussed the “new” recommended format for holding meetings as 
social events, not meetings and said that they agreed to just keep the status quo for now. 

More discussion of the Holiday party on December 7 followed, with the hours being 1 to 5, Turkey and Ham 
provided, BYOB, and whatever side or dessert you want to bring, PLUS a white elephant not over $10 in 
value, for each person attending the party. 

Mi Ae discussed her vision for the newsletter: 

To communicate and unite 

Assuming people read it and find it: 

Useful 

Fun 

Informative 
 

FEN HOLIDAY PARTY 

When: Saturday, December 7th, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Where: The home of Sue & Dan Carson, 910 S Proctor St,  
Tacoma. Phone  253-219-3339 , email:  
schanbacher@harbornet.com. Please wear casual, soft soled  
shoes and no spike heels (to protect the floors). Parking  
is on the street. 
The club will provide the main meat dish (turkey/ham)  
table settings (paper plates, cups, cutlery, and napkins). The 
meal is a potluck, attendees are requested to bring a side 
dish or dessert to share with 10-12 persons and BYOB if you 
desire.   
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FEN HOLIDAY PARTY (con’d) 

RSVP: Please be kind enough to inform the Carsons you will  
attend and provide a head count for planning purposes,  
thus enough food can be provided to go around. 
 
Activities: A white elephant gift exchange ($10.00 or less  
in value) with an Italian and/or humorous theme. Gifts may  
be stolen up to 2 times only. 
 
Here is how a white elephant gift exchange works (thanks  
goes to our friends in Fiat America Club for this well  
written explanation!): 
 
"Each person wishing to participate in the gift exchange  
should bring a wrapped gift costing under $10.  
Participants draw numbers out of a hat and the person with  
#1 gets to choose any gift. They then open the gift and  
display it prominently. The person with #2 goes next and  
can either open a new gift, or she/he can choose to  
appropriate #1's gift. This continues on until the last  
participant's number is drawn, and always makes for a most  
entertaining evening." 
 
Needed: Someone to act as event photographer for  
newsletter and online gallery photos. 

 

New Year’s Day Anti-Football Drive 

      West Seattle Start & LeMay Tour End 
 Hosted by the Alfa Club 

See extra page 

 

 

Many of you have participated in our annual New Year’s Day Anti-Football Drive previously. It’s not 
that we  really have anything against football, its just that we’re in the midst of the off-season for driving 
and want an  excuse to drive our cars. We may even miss the people and want a good reason to hang with 
people we like  rather than our families. If the weather is snow or ice, we’ll cancel as well… but we’ve had 
an amazing run of  good luck and each year has been a nice day for New Year’s Drive.  
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Club Officers 

 

President: Bert Cripe, 360-731-8758,  spiders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President: George Baumann, 425-235-1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 

Secretary (North): Sooz Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South): Carrie Rice, 360-379-0593, ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership: LeRoy Mietzner, 425-836-0310, Leroy@mietzners.net 

Newsletter :Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 

Board Member At Large: Darsie Bell, 425-652-7216, darsella@gmail.com 
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Many of you have participated in our annual New Year’s Day Anti-Football Drive previously.  It’s not that we 

really have anything against football, its just that we’re in the midst of the off-season for driving and want an 

excuse to drive our cars.  We may even miss the people and want a good reason to hang with people we like 

rather than our families.  If the weather is snow or ice, we’ll cancel as well… but we’ve had an amazing run of 

good luck and each year has been a nice day for New Year’s Drive.    

 

This year, we’ll start in West Seattle at Starbucks / Safeway upper parking lot.  

(There is also a garage underneath if the day is rainy.)  After our short driver 

meeting, we’ll try to leave by 8:40 AM.  We’ll wander to Alki before 

heading to the Fauntleroy Ferry dock to catch the 9:25 AM boat to   

Vashon Island.  The 310’ M/V Tillikum can carry 87 cars, and has nu-

merous restrooms, so we should be fine.  (WSF does not take reserva-

tions for this run.)  Once on Vashon Island, we’ll explore the roads and 

the funky independent nation of Vashon.  We’ll catch the ferry off the south 

of the Island and head for a early afternoon lunch and optional stop at      

LeMay—America’s Car Museum.   

When:   January 1st at 8:30 AM 

Where:   Starbucks / Safeway 

4754 42nd Avenue Southwest   West Seattle, WA 98116 

Optional Tour of LeMay—America’s Car Museum    1:30—5 PM   

Return: Seattle area around 6:00 PM  (after the Car Museum)  

For questions… contact Fred Russell at 425 308 6621.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now, if you’re a Football fan, you probably won’t join along since this year January 1st                                    

has about 6 bowl games I can think of, to choose from and watch.   
 

 Gator Bowl, possibly with Minnesota versus Ole Miss. Starts at 9 AM. 

 Heart of Texas, Cotton Bowl in Dallas Texas, also starts at 9 AM. 

 Florida Citrus Bowl in Orlando, Florida starts at 10 AM. 

 Outback Bowl, possibly with Nebraska versus LSU starts at 10 AM. 

 Rose Bowl, probably with Michigan or Ohio State facing Stanford will start at 2 PM. 

 Fiesta Bowl, probably has Oklahoma State against Fresno State and starts at 5:30 PM. 
 

Whether you join the drive, watch football, or find some other way to start 2014,                                

NWARC hopes you have a great New Year! 

New Year’s Day Anti-Football Drive               West Seattle Start  &  LeMay Tour End 


