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Welcome to June and so soon!  And welcome to our newest mem-
bers:  Brice & Brian Canfield and Lynn & Joe Faherty. 

Our June meeting is at Amante’s again this month and again in Au-
gust, just to keep it straight.  September’s will be at Lombardi’s in Mill 
Creek or Bothell depending upon who you speak to or which online 
map service you use.  Remember that in place of the regular July 
meeting we have our annual picnic on Saturday, the 13th.  In an ef-
fort to keep the location moving so it is near you once in a while, it 
will be held at the home of the Pruczinskis near Monroe this year.  
Past years have seen it in Olympia and near Black Diamond.  Details 
will be published in the July newsletter and on the website. 

Diana and I recently took another road trip to California in the 500.  
This time it was a simple straight shot down I-5 and over to the Napa 
Valley for a week of visiting with family and friends.  Unusual for a 
trip to Napa was not seeing any exotic cars around town!  The 
weather was perfect for top down driving and we wished we had the 
spider along.  We did go for a cruise in our friends 1937 Oldsmobile 
four door hot rod.  It is a real head turning with people waving and 
taking photos as we cruised along.  It really seemed as if we should 
have been wearing suits and fedoras, smoking a cigar, and holding 
tommy guns! 

Here are the stats for the trip: 1627 miles; average speed of 57 mph; 
28 hours-29 minutes time driving; and 39.5 mpg.  Pretty good aver-
age speed considering we drove around town a few times!  Data 
taken from the 500’s onboard computer. 

Registration for the Tour de Tillamook is now open to everyone.  
Here is the event website address: http://www.fallclassictour.com 
where you will find complete details and the information and registra-
tion form. 

Well that’s all for now and I hope to see you at one of our upcoming. 

Ciao 

Bert 
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F.E.N. May 2013 Meeting Notes 
Our May meeting was hosted by Alex Sargeant at the Fiat of Seattle South Center studio. 
Present were new members Eric Wong, with his new Abarth and Erick Curtis with his 1976 124 
Spider. 

There were approximately 25 other members present. After our pizza dinner, Bert opened the 
regular meeting. 

Bob Yetter reminded everyone of the car corral at Pacific Raceways over the weekend of July 
Fourth with the SOVERN club. The car corral is on Saturday July 6th but you may go all three 
days. Bob needs the $30 registration to participate in the corral before June 15th. All pro-
ceeds go towards uncompensated care at Children’s Hospital. 

Member Bob Gerttula reported on the Spring Thaw Tour held from Squamish, B.C., to Hope, 
B.C. He related they had a “schlep car”, which contained tools and parts for disabled vehicles, 
plus they gave out yellow cards on windshields of vehicles which had mechanical problems, or 
unsafe driving. There were approximately 65 cars in the tour. It sounded like quite an adven-
ture. 

Bert discussed the upcoming Tillamook Tour, that there will be no freeway driving and that 
US# 101 is the most developed route they will be navigating. See the website for more details. 
First come, first served. 

Eric, of Vintage Rally Cars, brought detailed Italia rally cars for us to see. These motorized 
cars are fun to watch and more fun to play with. They are capable of a top speed of 32MPH. 
They use body molds to make authentic reproductions and full light kits can be ordered. Next 
year they plan to have a 124 coupe. 

Bert 

F.E.N. May Board Meeting Notes  
In attendance were: Sooz & Dan Rian (thank you for hosting); Tina & Dave Pruczinski; Carrie & 
Rex Rice; Jackie Baker & Mike Wayte; Fred Russell; LeRoy Mietzner; and Bert.  Since we had a 
majority of board members present, we moved forward on a few items of general club busi-
ness. 
Car show:  We will hold it at the XXX Drive-in in 2014 and Bert will notify Jose.  We will have 
advance registration, but we will only give a People's Choice award again next year.  Fred men-
tioned that he did hear of some disappointment that only one award was given in 2013 instead 
of the usual awards in the several classes.  Bert stated that he would not support the usual 
awards in several classes unless some additional members step forward to take on the task of 
managing the ballot work and providing more support for the registration at the gate.  Tina did 
a good job of operating the gate this year, but would need a great deal more help if we were to  
record the info needed to support the several award option! 
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F.E.N. May Board Meeting Notes (con’t) 
 
Options for other venues and the possibility of combining our show with the Alfa club's show 
for future years will be discussed at a later date if there is interest to do so.  A large portion 
of the meeting was devoted to possibilities for how to conduct the show in the future. 

We will discuss, in the coming months, the idea of providing incentives for those members who 
choose to serve on the planning committee and for those who fill working positions on the day 
of the event, as a method of getting more members to support the club.   

Suggestions ranged from a XXX Drive-in food voucher or a group meal after the show to such 
items as commemorative patches or clothing.  This idea needs further discussion, but seemed 
to be well received. 

 
General club business discussed: 

1.  The Pruczinskis will host the annual potluck picnic on July 13th at their home near Mon-
roe.  Bert suggested the club provide hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, and soft drinks. 

 
2.  Sooz Rian reported on her visit to Lombardi's restaurant in Mill Creek.  The arrangements 
seem very promising and we decided to give them a try in September. 
 
3.  Regalia:  A few persons have mentioned that it would be good to have club regalia on-hand 
for sale at the meetings and at other events and to expand the array of items for sale.  We 
also discussed some possible items of clothing such as an official club shirt.  A few years ago, 
when Darsie assumed the merchandise duties, we moved away from maintaining an on-hand in-
ventory due to storage requirements and the work involved with transporting the items to club 
events.  The board now feels we should give this arrangement a try again.  The bank balance 
can support the investment of some money.  Since Darsie was not at the meeting and is the 
current merchandise manager,  Bert wanted to give her an opportunity to comment on this sub-
ject. We know she is busy with work and most likely will not be able to support this arrange-
ment. 
4. LeRoy provided a financial report for our review, but will makes some edits and email it out 
to us.  We spent several minutes discussing membership in general. 
 
Does anyone have any comments or questions for the group?  Please respond to all so we may all 
be aware of your thoughts. 
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Tech Column: Electrical part 2 
Gregory Smith 

Last month I wrote about the electrical starting and charging systems of your vintage Fiat.  
Now I'll cover all the accessories in your Fiat like ignition, lighting, heater blower, wipers, and 
offer some troubleshooting and modifications that can be helpful. 

Once you have the starting and charging systems sorted, you can move on to other systems.  
Aside from ignition and lighting, the rest are referred to by Fiat as accessories.  The accesso-
ries include the heater fan, wiper motor, radio, lighter, electric windows, rear window de-
froster. 

Power distribution 

Power is routed from the battery or alternator and delivered to the fuse panel and ignition 
switch.  This is usually via a large gauge brown wire.  A popular modification is referred to as 
the "Brown Wire Modification" and consists of doubling the brown wire from the battery to 
the panel or switch with a second wire of equal or larger size.  This can provide more power to 
the fused accessories as well as the ignition.  Some people run the second wire to the fuse 
panel, where is can help fused accessories, other people run it to the ignition switch where it 
provides extra power to switched accessories.  Either way you should fuse the wire with an 
inline fuse, even though Fiat didn't fuse the original brown wire. 

Fuses are sized to the wires they protect, so avoid replacing a blown fuse with a higher amper-
age one.  Fuses age, when they're wrinkly it's from heat.  Heat can be caused by corrosion on 
the terminals, so careful cleaning is a good idea.  Fuses should all be replaced every few years 
to prevent problems.  It's good to familiarize yourself with the fuse diagram for your Fiat and 
have appropriate spares in the glove box.  If a fuse blows, replacing it might just result in an-
other blown fuse.  Often the cause of the short or overload condition needs to be found be-
fore a replacement fuse will last. 

Ignition 

The ignition system in your vintage Fiat is robust, except for the actual ignition switch. The 
switch can overheat from other loads, and then cause intermittent running or stalling.  The 
switch can be disassembled and possibly repaired but it's complicated.  New aftermarket 
switches are available but if the original problem isn't fixed, the new switch could also fail.   

Most ignition faults are from lack of maintenance.  In particular the high-tension spark plug 
and coil wires fail over time.  This can result in leaking wires or boots that can cause poor run-
ning or even stalling.  If your Fiat runs poorly when it rains this is likely the cause.  Moisture in 
the air accentuates leaky spark plug wiring.  Other parts that wear out are the distributor cap 
and rotor, which should be replaced as a set.  Points systems should also have new points and 
condensers replaced periodically as a set.   

Electronic ignitions don't have points to worry about and are generally trouble free.  Over time 

(Continued on page 5) 
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though, the small pickup wires inside the distributor can degrade.  A new pickup is the fix, and 
careful attention to the magnet orientation is important.  A jumpy tachometer is often a sign 
of this problem.  The stock ignition module itself is a commonly available GM HEI part available 
for about $20 at most auto parts stores.  The best spark plugs are the simple and affordable 
Bosch Super or NGK plugs.  Platinum and other exotic electrode materials are largely wasted 
on your Fiat. 

Lighting 

The lights on your Fiat are usually fused in 6 circuits.  Each of the headlights uses 2 fuses, one 
for high-beam and one for low-beam.  The running lights are fused with 2 more fuses; one for 
the front left and rear right parking lights, the other for the front right and left rear.  This 
ensures that if a fuse blows, it doesn't mean the entire car is affected.  

The headlight circuit in particular can be a source of dim lighting.  This is because the power 
for the lights goes through the fuse box, ignition switch, headlight switch, fuses, some connec-
tors and finally the lights.  All those connections are potential sources of resistance that can 
add up to dim lights.  Installing relays for the headlights is a good way to ensure full voltage to 
your headlights, and to prevent heat damage to the switches.  I designed a relay kit for Spi-
ders that is easy to install and provides the benefits of relays in the lighting circuits.  Ask me 
about them if your interested. 

The grounds of your lighting are as important as the power wires; make sure they are clean and 
tight no matter if they're ring terminal under screws, nuts or bolts, or spade terminals at the 
various clusters around the car.  The same could be said for all the accessories in the car; the 
grounds are often neglected  

A lot of Spider owners have trouble with their taillights.  The circuit boards can corrode and 
cause intermittent connections due to resistance.  Careful cleaning of the connections is always 
a good idea.  Sometimes careful bending of the prongs in the light bulb sockets is needed to 
restore a good connection.  Use of dielectric grease on the connections can prevent future cor-
rosion. 

Another problem for the taillights is the fuel pump ground at one of the studs that hold the 
taillight to the chassis.  This can corrode or get loose, causing heat from the resistance.  The 
heat can melt the plastic, allowing the stud to pull right out of the housing. 

Heater 

The heater blower motor is pretty robust.  Usually problems with the heater motor are from 
the speed resistor located in the cowl area.  The resistor can brake or rust away, which results 
in loss of one or all fan speeds.  New resistors aren't too expensive.  The switches can also fail, 
usually do to corrosion or overloading.  Overloading occurs if the bearings of your heater motor 
are going bad. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Tech Column: FIAT Electrical System (con’d) 

 

Wipers 

 

The wiper motor is also fairly robust.  Problems with the wipers are usually due to poor power 
supply, in which case a relay or two can help.  Another cause is mechanical, the linkage needs 
periodic lubrication, especially where the shafts go through the cowl.  The grease inside the 
end gear of the motor can get hard, and so careful cleaning and re-greasing is a good idea.  
While in there you can dress the switch points that allow the wipers to return to the park po-
sition.  The wiper pump usually fails from internal leakage.  This can sometimes be repaired but 
often a good used or new replacement is the eventual solution.  

A wiring diagram of the wiper relay is included below identifying the main components of your 
wiper system. 
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Tech Column: FIAT Electrical System (con’d) 

 

All those wires for the wiper cluster are shown in this picture of a  wiper relay harness. 

As noted throughout this column, many of the elec-
trical problems are caused by poor grounding.  The 
photo to the right shows  a stock ground cluster, 
where many ground wires are collected in one place 
to enhance visibility of any grounding issues. 
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Tech Column: FIAT Electrical System (con’d) 
 

Radio 

The stereo and lighter circuits in your Fiat seem like a bit of an afterthought.  They often are 
powered along with the instruments, interior lighting or rear window defroster.  If your stereo 
deck is experiencing high-load brownouts, it means the circuit is too weak for your deck's 
power needs.  Often this is because it's using the same power and ground as other things, and 
would be best put on a dedicated power and ground.  A side benefit to a dedicated ground for 
your stereo is reduced noise, usually caused by a ground loop. 

Electric windows 

The power windows in your Fiat are probably quite slow.  This is partly due to design but also 
age and wear.  Similar to other accessories, window motors would benefit from relays.  This is 
because the power is supplied to the motors through the switches, and so a lot of wire is in the 
circuit.  Add to that worn guides, old grease and connections and you'll have slow motors.  
Overhauling the motors, greasing the regulator tracks, and replacing the channel in the frame 
will all help your power windows work better. 

Rear window defroster 

Most fixed-roof and targa-top Fiats have electric rear window heaters.  These are fairly reli-
able unless the resistor grid on the glass is damaged, or the connectors on each side of the 
glass are broken off.  Sometimes the connectors can be re-soldered but it's tricky.   There is 
conductive paint for repairing the grid if you have a steady hand. 

 

These are just some of the electrical problems and solutions I've come across.  There are 
many others.  If you have specific questions let me know I can try to help in a future newslet-
ter. 

Ciao 

Greg 

 
Pacific Northwest Historics 
 

 

The 25th annual Pacific Northwest Historics vintage sports car races, will be held July 5 – 
July 7 at Pacific Raceways...  

This year's event will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Pacific Northwest Historics and 
the 40th anniversary of the Porsche 911. The guest celebrity will be Brian Redman. As in past 
years, the net proceeds from the event go to the uncompensated care fund at Children's Hos-
pital in Seattle.  
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Pacific Northwest Historics (con’d) 
 

 

For this race, 100s of meticulously restored and maintained one-of-a-kind race cars are 
brought in from around the world and then driven as intended. 

Although vintage racing is not 'real' competition in the sense that the cars are not driven to 
their limits 100% of the time, scoring is based on laps completed rather than order of finish, 
and the safety of the cars and drivers is the foremost concern, the drivers are still interested 
in turning in the best possible lap times. Be prepared for some real racing as conditions allow. 
Without the pressure to have the fastest possible car, the drivers and pit crews are willing 
(often eager) to display and talk to others about the cars. The pits are open to spectators all 
three days. 
The newest racecars are over 40 years old and historically experience about 10% attrition per 
day (some cars entered in the race never complete a lap of competition), so Friday provides 
the best opportunity to see all of the cars in action in a much less crowded environment. Races 
are scheduled for all three days and there should be some great vendor and featured car dis-
plays. 
 
The car corral at the PNW Historics is an excellent opportunity for members of local car clubs 
to meet and display their cars and for those attending the races to see and ask questions 
about cars that may not be commonly encountered on the street. Those displaying their cars in 
the corral on Saturday or Sunday may participate in parade laps on the Pacific Raceways track 
during the lunch break.  There are no formal car corral activities on Friday but the area is open 
to those purchasing car corral passes for the weekend or Friday. 

 

 

Want brighter headlights in your Fiat Spider? 

FEN member Gregory Smith offers a 2-relay harness that provides full power to the head-
lights an protects the switchgear.  The kit is custom made for your model year Spider and in-
stalls in about 15 minutes.  Fully reversible, no wire cutting or splicing involved.  The kit is $75 
post paid in the US, includes easy to follow directions.  Other models please inquire.  Contact 
Gregory at gfs@gregoryfsmith.com. 
 

Gregory Smith 
 
Smith Design Studio 
Small Building Company 
Olympia, WA 
360-239-0429 
gregoryfsmith.com 
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Club Officers 

 

President: Bert Cripe, 360-731-8768,  spiders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President: George Baumann, 425-235-1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 

Secretary (North): Sooz Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South): Carrie Rice, 360-379-0593, ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership: LeRoy Mietzner, 425-836-0310, Leroy@mietzners.net 

Newsletter :Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 

Board Member At Large: Darsie Bell, 425-652-7216, darsella@gmail.com 

 

Membership status 

 

To date we have 65 paid members for 2013.  Thank You! 

Keep those dues coming.  

 

June 5th Regular meeting:  

Amante's Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton 

Meeting begins at 7:00 p.m., but come early for dinner…. 

 

 

 

Visit us online at: 

http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 


