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 Usually the first two or three months of the year are rather slow, but not 
this year!  The first two months have seen three events for us to get our 
cars out on the road.  Thanks to Bob and Marianne Gerttula for staging the 
Mystery River Tour in February.  It was a great success with at least 29 
cars participating.  FEN members on hand were Shannon Monagha & 
Steve Wegeleben (in a 124 spider), Brenda & Pat  Kvietkus (in a Lanica 
Beta), and Diana & I in the 500.  The rest of the field was made up of MG 
roadsters and GTs along with several Alfa Romeos.  Good route instruc-
tions, friendly people, and fun county roads made for a very enjoyable out-
ing!  The Double M Ranch trip, held in January, received a nice write-up in 
the MG Club's newsletter as well as the Alfa Romeo Club's publication.  
Thanks go to Carrie and Rex Rice for their efforts to make the visit possi-
ble! 

Diana and I were invited to tag along with the Salish Sea MINI club on a 
drive trip from Port Orchard to Alderbrook Inn, on the Hood Canal, last 
month.  They do their drives in caravan fashion and use FRS radios to stay 
in touch to stay together.  It worked well, mostly because they tend to drive 
with gusto!  It was somewhat relaxing since we didn't have to navigate; we 
were given a set of route instruction just in the event of becoming sepa-
rated.  Another good group of car enthusiasts worth going on a drive with.  

Last week I took my 500 in for the last time under the warranty!  35,000 
miles in 23 months of sweet driving!  No issues with it so far and the only 
problems I have had were a low tire pressure warning light (due to actual 
low pressure) and a check engine light caused by an leaking after-market 
locking gas cap!  The techs at Fiat of Tacoma tell me they have seen al-
most no problems with the Prima Ediziones.  Speaking of PEs, PE #301 is 
on the used car lot at Fiat of Tacoma priced at $16,000.00, a good deal for 
a limited edition, numbered collector car! 

Speaking of 500s, the sales figures are out for this February…”Fiat 500 
sales this year continue their upward trend, with February 2013 sales of the 
Fiat 500 setting an all time high for the month.  Sales of the Fiat 500 last 
month were 3,302, up 2 percent over last year's February sales. This is the 
12th consecutive month that the 500 has set a sales record.  Additionally, 
February's sales figure shows a 32 percent increase over January's sales, 
bringing the year to date total of all Fiat 500 models sold in the US to 
5,805, a 13 percent increase over the same period last year.” (quote from  

http://www.fiat500usa.com/)  
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President’s Message (con’d) 

It is time to renew your membership dues for 2013.  If you are a long time member who has paid in January 
of past years it is time to renew.  I want to thank everyone who has renewed and urge the rest to please con-
sider sending in your $25.00 for 2013 and remain a member of our club.  Contact LeRoy to pay your dues or 
if you have a question about them, see contact info elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter. 

By the time you see this issue of the newsletter, I suspect the March 3rd Citroen Club's Spring Tour will be 
history.  I won't be on the drive due to another commitment in Vancouver that day, but Diana and one of her 
girlfriends will have driven the 500 on the event.  Diana drove the 500 on the Mystery River tour to get more 
left-seat time and her navigator on March 3rd has never filled that role before, it should make for an interest-
ing account next month!  I think they will do just fine... 

Looking ahead to April, we have a rather full plate with our own Spring Tune-up Rally, the MG Tulip Rallye, 
and our All Italian Car show.  We will discuss the car show at the March meeting and get into details at the 
April meeting.  

As some of you may have noticed, I have been adding 'historic' photos to both our club website and the new 
car show site.  Please visit both pages and spend some time to enjoy them.  If you have photos you want to 
share please use the email links at either site to send them to me.  

Ciao 

Bert 

February Meeting Minutes 

The regular meeting of FEN was called to order by President Bert Cripe at Amante’s in Renton at 7:00p.m. 
February 6, 2013. There were 22 members and guests present. 

 

Mi Ae Lipe was welcomed as a new member. 

 

LeRoy Mietzner, reported, “We’re flush with $6,600 in our accounts. We have 32 paid members.” 

George Baumann encouraged everyone to read the March issue of Automobile, page 22, a review of the new 
Fiat 500 with interesting things to say. George added that the 500 is a success in the U.S. much more so than 
the Kia or Mini. 

 

Alex Sargent of Fiat shared that the Fiat 500 may have set a Guiness record by getting 17people in the car. 
He thinks the Abarth Convertible will be here by the All-Italian Car show in April. And he is inviting the club to 
the new showroom for the May meeting. 

 

Bert handed out the 2013 Tentative Events Schedule.  

 

These changes were made:  

 1. Greg Smith’s Tech Session will be March 16 or 23.  

 2. Greg Smith will be the Rally Master for the FEN Spring Tune-up Rally.  

 3. Mirafiori Oregon event is July 18-21. 
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February Meeting Minutes (con’d) 
 

The All-Italian Car Show has these changes:  

 1. No pre-registration. 

 2. Only one award, People’s Choice, a certificate will be given.  

 3. The funds collected will be split between LEO and a scholarship for Chloe Pruczinski.  

 

Darsie will sell T-shirts again this year of a new design if she receives it by March 15. 

 

The March meeting will be held at the Roundtable Pizza in Bellevue. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:42p.m. 

 

Submitted by Carrie Rice, South Secretary  

 

MG Drive Reminder 
 

 

I just received this update from the MG Club: 
 
quote: 
 
This is a friendly reminder that the 32nd Annual Tulip  
Rallye is just around the corner (Saturday, April 20).  
 The first 150 registrants will receive, for free, this  
year's colorful Dash Plaque. 
 
If you've not already registered, you can easily find the  
registration form on the MG Car Club NW Centre's website,  
at www.mgccnwc.com. 
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Toni Beidler 
Event Committee 
 
end quote 
 
You can download the registration form at our website  
also. 
 
My registration went in the mail back in January, hope to  
see some of our club members there this year! 
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Info of Note 
 

Here is some information of note for the next few months  (refer to the website for details): 
 
March Tech session has been rescheduled to Saturday the 16th from the 23rd. 
 
April 6th Spring Tuneup Rally.  Greg Smith has volunteered to organize this event.  If you have any old 
Spring Tuneup gimmick rally route instructions, please share a copy with Greg.  He may find it useful in writ-
ing his route instructions and I would like to add it to our online library. 
 
May 1st regular club meeting will be held at Fiat of Tacoma instead of Round Table Pizza.  Food and soft 
drinks will be provided I am told. 
 
Only two driving events on tap for the year. anyone care to organize another one?  There is help available for 
you if you feel the desire to get into this aspect of the hobby. 
 

Bert 

A Trip to  France 
Some of you may have observed that Jackie and I have been quiet the past weeks.  That was due to a ski/
Party/Visit we did for a good piece of February.  Our first stop was Chamonix for some great skiing.  Our six 
day ticket gave us access to six French ski areas plus one in Italy and Switzerland.  From there we went to 
the French Riviera (Nice) for Carnival and finally to The Hague in The Netherlands to visit my brother and his 
wife.  The scenery was amazing.  The “peak” in the lower left is a restaurant at 13,000ft.  The red-orange car 
is an original 500 we spotted on the Riviera. 
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Here are some photos from the March 3rd Citroen Club’s Spring Drive.  FEN members partici-
pating included Todd Fitch, Gary Reed, Brenda & Pat Kvietkus, and Diana Cripe 
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Club Officers 

 

President: Bert Cripe, 360-731-8768,  spiders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President: George Baumann, 425-235-1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 

Secretary (North): Sooz Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South): Carrie Rice, 360-379-0593, ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership: LeRoy Mietzner, 425-836-0310, Leroy@mietzners.net 

Newsletter :Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 

Board Member At Large: Darsie Bell, 425-652-7216, darsella@gmail.com 

 

Membership status 

 

To date we have 36 paid members for 2013.  Thank You! 

Keep those dues coming. Some of you are facing the “membership cliff” 


