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The
 -isti 

 

By the time you read this I suspect 2013 will be upon us.  Another 
year has come and gone and I still have more projects than I can pos-
sibly complete!  At least I am not bored.  I hope everyone had a safe 
and enjoyable holiday time in this crazy world we live in! 
 
Normally at the January meeting we discuss the calendar of events 
for the coming year, but this time we are having a purely social meet-
ing at Park Place, so the calendar will wait until February.  I will send 
out a tentative schedule of events this month for your consideration 
and comments.  If anyone has ideas or suggestions, I welcome them! 
 
At the November board meeting I proposed and the board approved 
two non-board member, volunteer positions.  This was part of a pack-
age of policies established to provide continuity and guidance to fu-
ture officers of the club.  You can find these policies and all other gov-
erning documents in the archive section of our website.  The two posi-
tions are webmaster and rallymaster.  The purpose of formally estab-
lishing these being to bring more structure and organization to the 
club.  I think it is fair to say that I have been performing most of these 
tasks for the past four years.  Thus I feel I can speak with some au-
thority about the duties and time requirements of these two positions.  
Only by putting the responsibilities to paper and filling the positions 
can we expect to have continuity and any expectation of the tasks be-
ing performed over time in the future.  

While the webmaster position is fairly obvious to understand, the rally-
master position may not be so clear.  It seems ours is about the only 
car club without some sort of position tasked with the coordination of 
events.  The title varies from rallymaster to event/activities coordinator 
to rally czar and the list goes on…  The rallymaster must have internet 
access, possess a cooperative spirit, and be welcoming and respect-
ful to all car enthusiasts of any stripe.  During the past four years I 
have attempted to establish a relationship with other local clubs.   
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I have been rewarded with new acquaintances and memories of wonderful social and driving adven-
tures!  It has been well worth the one or two hours a month I have spent performing the tasks I have 
detailed in the rally master position description. 
 
If the club is to succeed and remain healthy we must have new participation from those who have as 
yet to make their mark!  Please give some consideration to this position and realize there is plenty of 
help available to someone who is willing to make an effort to contribute to the cause! 
 
I want to introduce a couple of new members to you, Jon and Judy Bonime owners of a new 500.  
The joined the club in December and made an appearance at the Holiday Party.  
 

Speaking of the Holiday Party, I want to thank the two Sues (Rian and Carson) for their work to 
decorate the room and help make the event a success, along with our VP for arranging the venue 
and our speaker!  Also thanks goes to all of you who attended – remember that the best planned 
event is nothing without your support!  
Ciao 
 
Bert 
 
 
New FEN Meeting Location this Month !! 

Our regular FEN meeting for the North end in January is going to be held at Park Place Motors lo-
cated @ 13710 NE 20th Street, Bellevue, WA 98005, 425-562-1000 on Wednesday, January 2nd 
2013.  Shannon Low is our host for this event and he will be providing us with plenty to eat and 
drink.  Please contribute a $5.00 donation for the food and drink, thank you.  We will start at 
6:30pm.  This is an informal meeting with no regular business discussions planned.    

Shannon will be giving us a very nice guided tour of the entire facility and I can personally vouch that 
it is worth your effort to get out to this one.  There is something at Park Place Motors that everyone 
can enjoy.  They sell new cars yes, but they also sell plenty of used cars of a very wide variety and 
not all of them are unaffordable.  Besides, just like great art, great cars are meant to be enjoyed and 
appreciated regardless of how much they cost. Yes?  Absolutely!!!  

Alfa Drive January 1 

January 1st is the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club's New Year's Drive.  This is a very nice event and I 
encourage as many people as possible to try their best to get out an participate in this drive.  Check 
the home page of our website www.fiatnorthwest.org for all the details. 

South Sound Meeting January 8 

The South Sound meeting in January will be on Tuesday, January 8th, 2013.  Please refer to the 
home page of our website www.fiatnorthwest.org for the details.  
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Port Townsend Field Trip, Saturday, January 26th, 2013 

Our own Rex Rice, has arranged a field trip to Port Townsend which will consist of three parts… 

First a visit to an independent Morris Minor restoration shop (http://
doublemmorrisminorrestoration.com/),  

secondly a visit to Bergstrom's Antique & Classic Autos (http://porttownsendmedia.com/
Bergstrom.html) (a retail business dealing in automobile memorabilia and vehicles), and  

 finally a stop for a ‘no-host’ lunch at a local restaurant.  Not necessarily in that order… 
 
We want this to be a worthwhile event and so we are inviting all of our car crazy friends, in the vari-
ous clubs, to join us for this outing.  Since we are spread out over such a large area, no single route 
will work.  We encourage those of you who desire to caravan to determine your own best route. 
 
Final details including times and addresses, meeting locations, etc, etc will be provided as soon as 
they are available.  Adverse weather will cancel this event. 
 
Once the final details are provided please ask give me a ‘heads up’ at spiders@wavecable.com if 
they intend to attend so we can be better prepared. 

As is usually the case, driving a vintage or hobby car is not required, just bring a smile and have 
some fun with like-minded, car enthusiasts!  

 
 

Woodinville Tour - February 24 
 

When: Sun, February 24, 2013, 10am - 3pm 
   
Where: 22833 Bothell-Everett Highway SE; Bothell 
   
Description: Bob & Marianne Gerttula, Hosts. 
 
10am:  Driver's Meeting in parking lot between Starbucks and Canyon Park Dennys  

  Restaurant (22833 Bothell-Everett Highway SE, Bothell). Take Exit 26 off Highay 405; head  
south. 
 
What: we promise: A route sheet.  A Woodinville destination restaurant for lunch, adjacent to 
several wine shops. 
 
Note:  If Mother Nature chooses to bless us with snow and/or icy roads, this event will be 
canceled. 
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FEN Holiday Party 
 

Happy Holidays was certainly the mood for the 40 plus FEN members and guests at the Fairwood 
Church in Renton on the afternoon of  

December 8th for the annual holiday party 

The celebration opened with a presentation by Mi Ae Lipe, author of Driving in the Real World.  
While vacationing in Italy she and her husband happened on a classic Fiat 500 event. Though she 
knew nothing about the cars she recognized they were special enough to film, knowing someone in 
the states would be interested. She, of course was correct, we were interested.  Lipe shared videos 
and stills of the beautiful Italian coast, the very narrow streets and the 500s.  

The potluck dinner followed the presentation. As usual there was more delicious food that we could 
eat in one sitting but some of us did try. The deserts were of special interest because they were the 
featured food contest this year.  So many yummy treats to choose the winner from: the winners 
were: 1st Chole Pruczinski, 2nd Mathew Swineford, and 3rd Angelina Baumann.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final feature of the day was the gift exchange of white elephant gifts. Rex Rice was first up to 
find an LED light bulb in his chosen package, something he wanted to take home. But this was not 
to be it was stolen in accord with the rules. Many of the other gifts were stolen too. But the hardest 
one to watch was when young Angelina Baumann lost her shop towels to Sue Carson, Angelina al-
most cried but as soon as she learned she got to open another gift all was well.  

It was a nice way to celebrate the season. My personal favorite part was the opportunity to visit with 
members as they arrived and set up the food.  

Thanks to the officers and everyone who helped.  

 

Carrie Rice 
 

 

 



5 

 Let’s Restore a 600 
 
A couple of months ago I was in Portland with my 500.  Just as I parked the car I was approached 
by another Fiat enthusiast.  We introduced ourselves and spent several minutes talking.  The 
man’s name is George Romos.  He told me about his recent purchase of a 600.  I asked him to 
send some photos and a short story about it and here is his email reply: 
 
“Hi Bert, here is a pic of the 600 coming home.  It’s been in the Estacada showroom of a heavy 
equipment dealer/repair shop for 4 years without running but somehow the gas still smells like gas, 
not varnish, and it starts and runs although it would occasionally sputter out.  It appears solid al-
though it does have some previous rust "repair" in the rockers and rear wheel arches that is a bit 
worse that I had originally thought. 
 
I will start by thoroughly cleaning everything including the motor and working on the fuel system 
and brakes which are a bit soft feeling.  It will also need tires if I am to drive at any distance/speed 
but I don’t have the funds for new ones at the moment so I will be seeking used 12" tires; wish me 
luck on that one... 
  
Both rear tail lenses are cracked so I will need to track those down as well.  The early model cars 
with the lenses that incorporate an aluminum "stripe" seem much harder to source than some of 
the other styles so I may need to change them to a later variety. 
  
I did drive the car a bit around 
the parking lot and also up/down 
the ramp and into my friend’s 
garage and I can tell it's gonna be 
a hoot! 
  
I’ll send a few more pics from 
the maiden voyage day. 
 
Best 
 
George” 
 
George is active on the 
Mirafiori.com forum, so if you 
wish to comment on his ‘new’ Fiat, you can find him 

there.  He and I 
discussed some 
sort of gathering 
this summer to 
spread the joy and 
share the experi-
ence of our cars 
between the Seat-
tle and Portland 
area enthusiasts – 
I hope we can 
make that happen! 
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News from the Bay Area (and a comment from the FEN newsletter editor) 

Bert received a copy of the December 2012 newsletter from the Bay Area FIAT club, FIAT America, 
which he posted on the Ethernet. 

In looking at the content, I saw they were having their elections and listed the candidates for the vari-
ous offices.  After the withdrawals, there were 5 candidates for president, 3 for VP, and 1 each for 
secretary and treasurer. 

Maybe they get numerous candidates because they give their officers a bigger signing bonus than 
we do.  


