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With a change in the seasons comes a definite change in the 
weather and thus my focus changes to the indoors.  Time to shift 
gears to my other pursuits and interests such as serious cooking, 
movie watching, and perhaps some model making. 

First item is to welcome and introduce our newest club member: Jon 
Schmitt.  Welcome Jon! 

Reflecting back upon our events this year, I want to mention the 
members who put forth the effort to stage tours for you in 2012:  
Norm Smith, Tina & Dave Pruczinski, and Sooz & Dan Rian.  Tech 
sessions are area where we could use some help.  Greg Smith has 
been our main source of these events over the years.  Thanks to 
Greg for staging his starter relay installation session last March. 

By now many of you know who our 2013 officers will be.  And while I 
did not want to serve as president for a fifth year, I choose to do 
so in spite of objections from my wife.  I did so for a specific rea-
son, which I won’t go into here.  I will be spending more of my time 
working on our three-day tour and even less this year on day tour 
planning for the club.  Our big tour next year, the Tour de Tilla-
mook, goes back to Oregon and will require more effort to produce 
due to my lack of familiarity with the roads and venues in the 
choosen locales.  More research and time spent in Tillamook County 
will be needed to provide the quality of tour I desire. 

 

Messaggio dal Presidente: 

Several  of us, upon reading the newsletter from  FIAT America, thought it might be easier 
to read the newsletter in  a one column format.  Let’s try it.  If you, the membership, are 
happy with the new format we will continue it. 

Mike Wayte, ed 
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Messaggio dal Presidente, con’d 

I do hope some of you will consider staging a day tour this year for the first time.  It is a 
rewarding experience, and while on the surface it may seem daunting, it is not all that 
difficult to do.  I am confident that any of the rallymasters, mentioned above, would be 
willing to provide a first timer with help!   In addition to our online library of route in-
structions available for re-use, I am willing to schedule another route instruction writing 
workshop.  We held one in 2010 and I would enjoy leading one again, especially if it means 
one or two new rallymasters would be the result.  There are currently 37 sets of old 
route instructions at the website and I have another 20 or so to be processed.  If you 
have any old sets from tours past, please consider forwarding a copy to me for posting.  

Our car show date has been set by the drive-in for Sunday, April 21st, 2013.  In any case, 
I am not looking forward to staging the show in the same manner as the previous six 
years!  The vote counting is too involved and time consuming to continue and must be 
changed or perhaps the whole idea of voting and awards should be scrapped.  I would like 
to hear comments and ideas from the membership.  We will hold a planning meeting in late 
January or early February after the drive-in hold its planning meeting.  Our regular April 
meeting will focus on the car show for those members who will be working the event.  
Each year it seems we have the same questions and confusion – we need to do better.  
Last year co-chairs were appointed to oversee specific tasks and I intend to use that 
method again.  So, please consider volunteering to honcho a task and make a significant 
contribution to the car show. 

I hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

Ciao 

Bert 

Fall Leaves Tour 

October 14 dawned a bit uncertain as the first order of business was to decide whether 
or not to try the drive with the top down.  Dan and Sooz had scheduled a civilized start 
time (10:30 AM) from the Bear Creek Shopping Center Panera Bakery.  Offerings at the 
bakery included as many kinds of breads and baked goods as could be imagined as well as 
sandwiches, soups and salads.  A good group had gathered for the sendoff. 



3 

Fall Leaves Tour (con’d) 

The participants totaled 19 vehicles, including 2 Citro-
ens, 2 Alfas and 1 Triumph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 The weather was still a bit unsettled 
as we headed out of the parking lot to 
turn south on Union Hill Road. Another 

road few of us had traveled before this drive.  This was also a bit of a “gimmick’ drive, as 
there were several questions to which answers appeared in signs as we drove along through 
some very picturesque  real estate. The weather helped make the colors very vivid this year, 
which made the drive even more enjoyable. Bike riders recognized several miles of road that is 
part of the Cascade Bike Club’s Flying Wheels ride each June, as we passed Kamp Korey, part 
of the former Carnation Farms. 

From there we headed out to farm country and had the opportunity to stop at one of several 
farms selling pumpkin s. The crowds were out looking for pumpkins and other fresh produce. 



4 

 

The ride finished up with time to spare in historic Snohomish, where there were lots of shops 
and places to visit before a wrap-up at El Tapatio. A review of the questions and answers pro-
vided two parties tied with 2 missed questions (Fred Russell of Alfa origin and Mike & Jackie 
of FEN).  LeRoy and Natalie grabbed second and Dan and Sue Carson took third. 

More pictures are available on the FEN web-site. 

South Sound Social Meeting on November 6 in Tacoma, details online 

November Meeting on November 7 in Kenmore.  See you there! 

Swap meet on Saturday, November 10th as well as the board meeting. 

 


