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First of all I want to welcome yet more new members to the club:  Sofia 
and Zbigniew Tomalik! 

I also want to thank Charlie Bernert for inviting the club to the Apex Air-
port party and I was sorry to have missed it due to my commitments at 
work…  I know some of you were able to enjoy the event. 

Looking ahead to future events, we have the Festa Italiana at Seattle 
Center on September 29th or 30th (most in the club go on Saturday), you 
can download a registration form at our website; on October 14th will be 
the Fall Leaves Tour staged by the Rians (thank you!); and on Saturday, 
December 8th is our Annual Holiday Party.  As always, visit the website 
calendar for more info or contact me.  As you can see there is room for 
more events, so if you want to host/stage something or you have an idea 
but need help to develop it, let me know-together we can make it hap-
pen. 

There is one developing news item in the world of Fiats which you may 
find of interest.  Announced in August at Monterey is a new 500 varia-
tion:  a turbo, non-Abarth version.  The new turbo version boosts horse-
power up to 135 from the standard 101 and torque up to 150 foot-
pounds from the standard 98.  This should be a welcome addition to 
boost sales and fill the desires of buyers who seek more power but don’t 
want to spend the money for the Abarth. 

I have to relate my small, sad tale.  While waiting in line, on the pier, to 
load onto the ferry to Southworth the guy in front of me decided to start 
his SUV and then back into my 500!  Why backup while in line, when 
there was nowhere to go front, back, or either side?  No idea-I was too 
mad to ask…except to get his insurance info.  This is the fourth time in 
the last 10 years either Diana or I have been hit while stopped.  The 
‘good’ news is the damage was limited to a half-dollar size dent in the 
plastic fascia next to the front license plate and ‘only’ $720.00 for his in-
surance to pay for the repair assuming they don’t try to screw me out of 
it. 
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.Messaggio dal Presidente 

News from the Fiat America club, in the Bay Area, 
is that their member Kristy Johnson won a new 
500 convertible which was given away by a radio 
station at the Fiat studio in Fremont!  The club 
was there for a studio sponsored tech session.  
Congratulations to her! 

Finally, please consider volunteering to serve the 
club on the nomination committee which will be 
formed at the September meeting at Mia Roma’s 
this month. 

Ciao 

Bert 

August Meeting Notes 

The meeting was called to order by our Pres, Bert 
Cripe. There were no visitors, but 25 members 
present. Bert presented a brief Treasurer’s Re-
port. We are solvent. We briefly discussed our 
annual July picnic; the weather was perfect and 
Norm reported that 23 people attended. 

 

August 11 is slated as the date for the annual 
Apex Airport picnic in Silverdale. Hamburgers, 
hotdogs and soft drinks will be provided, bring a 
side dish and your own beverage, if desired. The 
time is Noon to whenever. 

 

The 14th annual Life Care of Kirkland Classic Car 
Show will be held August 25th. Free hotdogs, 
cases of soda, popcorn and outstanding door 
prizes for participants. This is a lot of fun for par-
ticipants. Music this year by Bobby Medina and 
the Red Hot Band with dancing by the “Hep Cat 
Dancers”. You need to call 425-823-2323 to reg-
ister. Registration is free.  The hours are 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. for the show, but participants need to 
arrive no later than 11:00 a.m. since spots are 
taken fast. 

 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 14th as 
the day for the Fall Leaves and Antiques Tour. . 

August Meeting Notes (con’d) 

.and ending in Snohomish.  

Since nothing is noted for September, Norm 
Smith says he will hold the second half of the 
spring tune up rally. Watch the BS announce-
ments for more information. 

 

Greg Smith and David Moise reported on the 
Howard Prairie Lake camping experience in Ore-
gon. There was autocross, Greg took 2nd place 
with his Scorpion. It sounds like a lot of fun with 
what David described as a ‘Mulligan’ breakfast, 
(i.e.; stone soup) and a group spaghetti dinner on 
Saturday night. During the day there is the lake 
for swimming or boating. The charm of the week-
end is that it is informal. There were about 25 
cars that showed from as far away as B.C. The 
road into the grounds is called “Dead Indian 
Road” and it is sort of a hill climb to get there. It is 
near Cottage Grove, Oregon, east of I-5 and is 
10-20 degrees cooler than Ashland. There are 
‘schooner’s’ (trailers) available to rent for the 
event, but must be done a year in advance.  

Suzanne Rian announced about the world’s big-
gest garage sale at the Northshore Senior Center 
the weekend of the 8th, 9th, and 10th of August. 
Last years proceeds were over $28,000  

Our guest speaker was John Valentine from Fiat 
of Tacoma. John brought a 2013 Dodge Dart, a 
sleek, compact sedan. The new Dart drapes a 
chiseled body over an Alfa Romeo frame. It re-
portedly has an efficient and economical fuel sys-
tem with the Fiat Multi-air system, which means a 
MPG expectation of 35to 40 highway MPG. The 
vehicle will sell in the low teens to the mid twen-
ties. It’s a great looking car and those of us who 
purchased the new Plymouth Duster in the 70’s, 
are drooling over this one. Thanks, John for giv-
ing us the chance to see it first. 

 

Respectfully Submitted for Leroy Meitzner, 

 

Suzanne Rian, North Secretary  
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Three Island Tour 

I just had one team cancel out, so there is one 
spot open on the tour....and I have no one on the 
waiting list. 
 
Please pass the word and/or consider join us for 
the tour. 
 
Event is open to any 'iconic' sports and touring 
cars, we currently have members of the PS Miata 
club and the PS MINI club signed up as well as 
MG club and Fiat club and 5 teams from Canada 
 
Info and registration packet available here: 
 
http://
www.nwvintagetouring.org/3islands2012/3islands
tour.htm 
 
Thanks, 
 
Bert Cripe 
Co-organizer: 3 Islands Tour 
 

Spring Tune-up Rally, Part Two 
 

What:  Part 2 of the Spring Tune-up Rally 

When:  Saturday 15 September 9:30 a.m. 

Where: We meet at the Yankee Grill. 1 S. 
Grady Way, Renton, WA.  For those 
of you that don’t know where the 
Yankee Diner is it is at the South-
east corner of Grady Way and Rain-
ier Avenue in the Holiday Inn build-
ing.  Just north of where I-405 
crosses over SR-167 (SR-167 be-
comes Rainier Avenue). 

 

Why: Because as most of you know, part one 
was about fifty miles too long and I don’t like to 
waste a good ride, so I split the rally and this rally 
is the result.  

Norm 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIAT FREAKOUT 
I had intended to participate in the Fiat Freakout 
last year when it was in Nashville Tennessee. Un-
fortunately it happened to be the same week as 
our all important State school bus inspection at 
work, so I wasn't able to go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year at this time I had a 87 Lada Signet 
Automatic that I had just gotten out of Canada 
and even though it wasn't a Fiat I figured it was 
close enough to use as an excuse to fly to Ten-
nessee and hang out with the Fiat Crowd. 

I Have owned Fiat's in the past; in the early and 
mid 90s I had both a Lancia Beta Sedan (the 
Four door one) and I also managed to find a 82 
Fuel Injected Strada Long after most had already 
rusted away and crushed, so there IS a bit, al-
though Not a Lot of Fiat in my car owning History. 
How I ended up with a new 500 came about 
when I had a $4,300 repair bill on my 88 Bentley, 
that was the point I decided I was in over my 
head and took it down to Fiat of Tacoma to see if 
they would take it in trade, Amazingly They Did! 
Now I actually owned a Fiat, So Now I had to go 
to the next Freakout without fail!  

I invited my Dad to come along and bought the 
plane tickets and registered for the Freakout 
knowing I would be car-less of course but was 
ready to go. The venue would be the Wintergreen 
Resort in the Blueridge mountains of Central Vir-
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 FREAKOUT (con’d) 
ginia and after a very long all day flight and pick-
ing up my non Fiat rental car (even though I DID 
try!!)  we headed for the Resort.  

It was a long drive from the airport and seemed to 
take forever, but upon arriving the place was 
Amazing! The following morning (Thursday), was 
registration day, track day and tour of the Insur-
ance Institute for Highway Safety Crash Test 
Center. I quickly registered and was welcomed by 
John Montgomery, FLU President, who was sur-
prisingly, not amazed that I flew all the way from 
Seattle for the event.  
My Dad and I elected to take the Crash Test facil-
ity tour.  Since I was driving a rental Jetta there 
wasn't much of a point of doing the track day, al-
though I did hear later that everyone that partici-
pated had an amazing time!!  Track day was also 
hosted by Phil Wicks who was one of the original 
stunt drivers in the 1969 Italian Job movie.  At the 
Crash Test Center we got to watch a real crash 
test of a 2012 Hyundai Sonata, which was way 
more exciting than it may sound, also we saw 
several previously crash tested cars including the 
Fiat 500!   
 

FREAKOUT (con’d) 
 

We also learned that the top pick crash test rat-
ing that applies to some cars including the 500 
doesn't really mean a whole lot, especially after 
you've seen what the car looks like after it's been 
tested, it just means that a car in that class did 
better than other cars in that class.  

Day two was a Barbeque at International Auto 
Parts in Charlottesville. They are known as a 
parts supplier for classic fiats and Alfa Romeos.  
They put on a car show and barbeque in their 
parking lot where I won a $25.00 gift certificate 
that I quickly redeemed as part payment for a set 
of New Weathertech floor mats for my 500.  
When they asked where I was from and I said 
Washington, I had to point out, the one on the left 
since in Virginia you're really close to the Other 
one.  Lots of Fiats and classic Alfa Romeos in 
attendance, I talked to one guy with a 1960 Alfa 
that he bought when he was living in Mexico. 
This car had been assembled there from a kit 
and he was telling me about the drama involved 
in getting this car registered once he got it back 
to the states. 

Day three was the main event, the car show at 
the Wintergreen resort, a great backdrop for a 
car show.  There were no less than 50 New 500 
Abarths at the show, as well as every other sort 
of 500. Of the about 200 cars total at the show, I 
would say easily half were new 500s.  Of course 
there were many nice 124 Spiders of every year 
and type and X-1/9s, which would be expected, 
including one X-1/9 with a Chrysler 2.2 Turbo en-
gine stuffed in the engine compartment.  The 
owner had just finished putting it together the day 
before.  There were also two 124 Sport Coupes, 
a ‘73 124 Sedan Automatic with 43,000 miles.  
From Canada there was a 1984 Fiat Uno and an 
early 90s Alfa Romeo convertible.  Two 126s and 
a 60s Fiat Jeep which looked like a cross be-
tween an old Army jeep and a Land Rover.  At  
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FREAKOUT (con’d) 
 

least three Lancia Scorpions but sadly not a sin-
gle 128 or 131.  I didn't attend the awards ban-
quet because I didn't have a car, but the Presi-
dent of Fiat of North America was there talking 
about future products which I would have found 
interesting. 

All in all I had a fantastic time, met lots of great 
Fiat people and am looking forward to participat-
ing in a future Freakout.  It was worth the ex-
pense, vacations days, and time in planes and 
airports to get there and be around so many peo-
ple passionate about Fiats, both new and old.  

 

A CHALLENGE ! 

So here is the deal, since you ALFA guys are al-
ways asking for someone to stage tours how 
about we see which club can muster the most 
'teams' to participate in the Puget Sound Miata 
Cub's Autumn Rallye. 
 
Diana and I did this two years ago and had a 
great time with a bunch of nice people. 
 

So let's see who can get the most cars and do-
nate the most food to this event,  

what do you say...? 

Saturday, Sept 22nd... 

 

Here is a link to the site: 
http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/
events/2012_autumn_rallye.php 
 
And the writeup is down below... 
 
Bert Cripe  

The Third Annual PSMC Autumn Rallye is set to 
go for September 22, 2012. Save the date and 
plan to attend this exciting event that is open to 
any and all drivers of all cars. Check-in time is 
9:30 a.m. from Coop's Miata in Maple Valley. 
Roads will feature lots of vibrant fall color and 
some great curves. 
 
We invite all participants to join the board in do-
nating canned food to the Maple Valley Food 
Bank as part of this all-club event. You can drop 
off your canned goods when you arrive and the 
board will make sure they get delivered to the 
food bank. It's one way we can help out local  
communities through our club membership. 
Cost for the rallye is $15 pre-registered, ($20 on 
day of event) per car, which includes your drive 
directions, two raffle tickets and one commemo-
rative gift of a glass with the rallye logo on it. 
 
Check-in and packet pickup begins at 9:30 a.m. 
Drivers may  leave whenever they like after 
check-in. 
 
 

As mentioned, we invite you to join us in bringing 
one can of food per person to contribute to the 
local food bank.  If you prefer to donate cash, 
we'll have a donation jar for cash too. 
 
Directions to Coop's Miata on next page: 
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A CHALLENGE (COND) 

 

Directions to Coop's Miata: 
 
 From I-405, take the Maple Valley Highway Exit 
and go about 10 miles. You will pass the Maple 
Valley Market on your right and about another 
mile or so up the hill you will come to a four way 
intersection. A fire station is on the left and a park
-n-ride lot is on the right. This intersection is con-
trolled by a stoplight. Turn right and go up the hill 
about a mile. You will see Coop's Miata on the 
left after you crest the first hill. 
 
 From Hwy 18, take the Maple Valley Exit. Turn 
so you are going up the hill. If you end up at the 
Fire Station, turn around and go the opposite di-
rection. You will see Coop's Miata on the left after 
you crest the first hill. 
 
End quote:  

FALL LEAVES TOUR 

 

We begin the tour, meeting at Panera Bread 
Company at 17262  Bear Creek Shopping Cen-
ter. They have a  nice, varied menu of breakfast 
selections, including;  soufflés, breakfast sand-
wiches, bagels and baked goods. Or, if you pre-
fer, there is a Starbucks right next door. Drivers 
meeting at 10:30 a.m. Our tour will take in some 
familiar roads in the countryside and some not so 
familiar, but all fun  sports car roads.  Our tour is 
only about 2 hours long and ends in Snohomish , 
which is an adventure itself. We gleefully extend 
the invitation to the Fall Leaves Tour, Sunday, 
October 14, 2012 to the Alfa Club and any other 
tour enthusiasts, you don’t need a sports car to 
go on the tour. Dan and Sooz Rian 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events  
 See web site calendar for details 

 

September 8—Three Island Tour 

September 15—Spring Tune-up Rally, part 2 

September 22—Miata Club Rally 

September 29 -Festa Italiana at Seattle Center 

October 14— Fall Leaves Tour 

December 8—Annual Holiday Party 



2012 PSMC Autumn Rallye Registration 

Open to ALL makes/models of vehicles 
Date: September 22, 2012 @ 9:30 a.m. 

Starting Point: Coop’s Miata in Maple Valley   Packet pickup starts at 9:30 a.m. You can leave when you like. 

What it  is: It’s the main fundraiser for the club. Cost is $15 in advance and $20 at the gate. Each registration packet 

comes with  2  raffle  tickets,  a  set  of  directions  and  one  commemorative  gift.  You  can  purchase  additional  tickets 

and/or gifts on the day of the event.  Join us in helping out a local charity by bringing some canned goods to donate to 

Maple Valley Food Bank.  

For more information: www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

Directions to Coop’s Miata: 

From I-405, take the Maple Valley Highway Exit and go about 10 miles. You will pass the Maple Valley 
Market  on your right and about another mile or so up the hill you will come to a four way intersection. A 
fire station is on the left and a park-n-ride lot is on the right. This intersection is controlled by a stoplight. 
Turn right and go up the hill about a mile. You will see Coop’s Miata on the left after you crest the first 
hill. 

From Hwy 18, take the Maple Valley Exit. Turn so you are going up the hill. If you end up at the Fire 
Station, turn around and go the opposite direction. You will see Coop’s Miata on the left after you crest 
the first hill. 

Name of Driver: ______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________ 

Valid Telephone: _____________________________________________ 

Make/Model of Car (optional): __________________________________________ 

 

Please mail this form with your check made payable to PSMC to:  

Charlotte Fellers, 1800 4th St NE, Auburn, WA 98002. 

 

 

 




