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Welcome to new club members : Jason & Julia Banker; Anne & Jeff 
McKay; and Karen Ansdell & Rich Huber ! 

I want to thank Tina & Dave Pruczinski for hosting the Tour Primavera and the potluck 
that followed! 

This month I thought it would be interesting to compare and contrast Fiat Lan-
cia Unlimited (FLU) with Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest (FEN).  You may be sur-
prised with the results. 

Club organization and background: 

FLU: Founded in 1982 by two enthusiasts in eastern Pennsylvania.  It is a na-
tionwide club with 29 chapters in 26 states and 3 Canadian provinces.  The 
chapters are spread out from Southern California to New England and from 
Michigan to Florida.  Members do not have to be affiliated with a chapter.  It 
has 4 officers (president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer) and 10 
members of a board of directors who are supported by several volunteers in 
various positions.  The officers and board members are elected in a general 
election.  The board members serve a three-year term and the terms are stag-
gered to promote continuity.  The officers serve one-year terms.  The officers 
are also members of the board of directors.  Local chapters are granted a char-
ter by the board and must abide by all rules and guidelines established by the 
board.  The board has the authority to revoke a chapter’s charter. 

FEN: Founded in 1991 by several enthusiasts in Seattle.  It is geographically 
centered in the Puget Sound area.  It has no chapters.  It has 5 officers (same 
four plus the newsletter editor and with 2 persons currently filling the secretary 
position, one north and one south) and one board member.  All positions serve 
a one-year term and are elected in a general election.  The board has auton-
omy to govern the club at the local level. 

Dues: 

FLU: $35.00 per year per individual member, which are paid to the national 
organization.  Local chapters are allowed to levee additional dues in the man-
ner each chooses.  Each member is allowed one vote in any election at the 
national level. 

FEN: $25.00 per year per household.  Each membership is allowed one vote in 
any election.  All dues stay at the local level.  
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 Messaggio dal Presidente (con’d) 

Insurance: 

FLU: Liability insurance coverage is provided to chap-
ters by a policy purchased by the national organiza-
tion.  It only covers sanctioned events.  Non-members 
are not allowed to participate in sanctioned events 
unless they purchase a one-day membership, costing 
$5.00 per person, which then provides them with the 
insurance coverage. 

FEN: Liability insurance coverage purchased by the 
club.  Guests are allowed to participate in club events. 

Publications:  

FLU: Produces a full color, glossy magazine, RI-
CAMBI, published 10 times per year.  Distributed only 
to members, sample copies are available to interested 
persons.  Subscription included with dues.  Accepts 
paid commercial advertising and provides free adver-
tisements to members. 

FEN: Produces a simple newsletter with color photos 
12 times per year in electronic format.  Distributed by 
email, available free to anyone at the website, and 
mailed to members who are not on-line.  Does not ac-
cept commercial advertisements, provides free classi-
fied ads to anyone at the website. 

Communications 

FLU: In addition to RICAMBI, an online forum is avail-
able at the website.  FLU is on Facebook.  Provides 
nationwide coverage and information about chapter 
events. 

FEN:  In addition to the newsletter, three email lists 
are provided.  All members who provide an email ad-
dress are automatically subscribed to the FEN-
Announce list which is nominally restricted to club 
business and announcements.  The FEN-BS list is 
open to members and non-members alike; it is de-
signed for informal discussions on any topic.  The 
NEW 500 list is designed to share information about 
the new 500s and is also open to anyone.  FEN does 
have an online forum but it was not embraced by the 
membership.  FEN is on Facebook.  

 

Messaggio dal Presidente (con’d) 

Events: 

FLU:  Stages a national four-day event each summer, 
called the Fiat Freak Out.  One or more chapters host 
the event and thus the location changes regularly.  
Interested chapters provide a proposal to the board a 
year in advance of the next Freak-out.  The board de-
termines which chapter will be allowed to host the 
event.  The host chapter supplies the majority of the 
manpower to stage the event.  The event has a 
budget of $40,000 to $50,000 per year.  Each chapter 
stages their own local and/or regional events through-
out the year.                                                                               
FEN:  Annual July picnic and holiday party in Decem-
ber.  Member staged drives or tech sessions during 
the nicer weather months.  All Italian Car Show the 
fourth Sunday in April. 

So there it is…I am sure there are several other 
points that could be examined and many of you might 
consider them or even point them out.  In my opinion 
the pros of FEN make it the better choice.  We have 
total control at the local level; our dues stay low, local, 
and are controlled by us.  We are not under the con-
trol of a board whose members reside mostly east of 
the Mississippi River, thus we have flexibility to do as 
we see fit within the confines of our governing docu-
ments and the applicable laws. 

May Meeting Notes 

We met at Reardon’s Kirkland FIAT Studio, at 12415 
Slater Avenue NE in Kirkland (Totem Lake). 
The dealership hosted the meeting and provided deli-
cious Italian pizza, salads and beverages. 24 people 
were present. New members Marge & Dave 
Korkowski were present. She recently sold her 78 128 
Spider. They have many 71-78 parts for sport coupes 
and 128’s, which she would love to go to good own-
ers, rather than to a landfill.  Anyone interested can 
contact Marge at 206-523-5815.  

Ken Case from the Alfa Club provided a 
“Recommended Vendors List”, which he maintains for 
his club. He said if we have any to add, they would 
welcome the additions, as long as they are eligible; 
i.e. 1. Recommended by a member based on per-
sonal experience; 2. The provider has no family or  
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May Meeting Notes (cond) 

financial connection with the recommending member; 
and 3. The primary business of the provider does not 
compete with any of the providers advertising in their 
magazine. Contact Ken at casekb@msn.com. 

Dave Pruczinski spoke briefly of the Primavera Tour 
May 19, which will be a lot of fun as usual, starts in 
Mukilteo, and ends at Dave and Tina’s beautiful acre-
age. 

Karen Ansdill & Rick Huber, new members, were pre-
sent. They won the best new Fiat 500 at our car show. 
It was nice to see them again.  

George and Bert just completed the new ‘Tag cards’, 
which are beautiful and will be handed out at the Fiat 
showrooms, to inform people about our club. They are 
also available to members to use. Gary Reed made a 
suggestion that the club consider offering a year free 
membership in the club to anyone purchasing a new 
Fiat.  A discussion followed whether or not this could 
be accomplished without changing the by-laws, and 
whether it would begin January 1, 2012, and continue. 
Charlie B. made a formal motion, which was sec-
onded by Norm Smith, that we consider changing the 
by-laws, if necessary to accommodate the free one 
year membership, as long as the dues continue at the 
current rate. A poll was taken of those present and the 
majority concurred. 

The informal meeting was adjourned by Vice-
President, George Bauman at 7:45 p.m..  

What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vo-
cabulary? (beat) 

A thesaurus. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Suzanne Rian 

North Secretary  

 

Northwest Alfa Romeo Club 
Hosts 

VIVA ITALIA SHOW 

Ciao FEN Members: 
Last year the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club had a great 
Viva Italia show and this year we plan to improve it, 
with your help.  I'd love the chance to share a quick  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIVA ITALIA SHOW 

(con’d)  

presentation / invitation to your members, in person, 
at your June club meeting.   Like last year, the key is 
getting the word out to all the FIAT and Lancia folks 
out there.  Additionally, if you can communicate our 
event info in both your print or digital newsletters that 
really helps as well.   I've attached a copy of our flyer, 
but if you'd like something more specifically sized for 
your needs, let me know and I can quickly create it.  

  
The 2012 Viva Italia car & motorcycle show is once 
again at the Columbia Winery in Woodinville and be-
ing held on July 14th.  No judges, no costs... just nice 
people, beautiful cars, and a wonderful location.  The 
event starts at 10 AM and runs until 4 PM, but people 
can arrive and leave when the time works best for 
them.   We'll have Ferrari, Lamborghini, Ducati, Ma-
serati, Vespa, Alfa Romeo, Lancia, Moto Guzzi, 
Pantera, Aprilla, and of course, FIAT.  Last year, the 
FIAT section looked great with numerous cars includ-
ing a new 500 Cabrio.   From show quality to a dusty 
daily (continued next page). 

 



4 

VIVA ITALIA SHOW 

(con’d) 

driver... all are welcome.  Your All-Italian Gathering in 
Issaquah proved there are plenty of great Fiats hiding 
in the area that look good in the sunshine.      
 
Like previous years, we also take this opportunity to 
gather food and cash donations for local families by 
supporting HopeLink.  Try to remember to bring a do-
nation if possible.    

Thanks!  People are welcome to call or e-mail me with 
questions.     
 
Fred Russell   425 308 6621 
Viva Italia       July 14, 2012 
Northwest Alfa Romeo Club      

 

Another Successful PRIMAVERA 
 

Dave and Tina had it all right when they planned for 
this year’s PRIMAVERA drive.  Things got off to a 
great start with the weather: warm, not hot, and a 
clear, blue sky.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A good crowd gathered at the Red Cup coffee shop 
just above the Mukilteo ferry dock.  Coffee and good-
ies on a patio surrounded by flowers was a great way 
to start a drive that was going to take us on a tour 
through the countryside and three nurseries.  
After the drivers’ meeting we headed for the dock, 
then turned right and drove along the water admiring 
the views of the homes on both sides of the road. 
From there under the walking bridge and right up the 
hill.  Several miles further brought us to McAuslan’s  
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery.  Loads of great plants and clever yard art.  
Unfortunately (or fortunately), our cars were too small 
to carry a lot of the items on display. Then on through 
the rolling hills and valleys where we enjoyed views of 
farmland, forests and the snow capped Cascades.   

Our next stop was Sunnyside Nursery.  Lots of attrac-
tive displays, plants and flowers to touch the horticul-
turist in many of us.  A good selection of FIAT sized 
plants left the nursery that afternoon.  

The next stop represented a real change of scenery: 
Steve Wegeleben’s car-coop. Steve has a very large 
shed/garage with (didn’t count ‘em all) 15 or so old 
FIATs and other imported cars in various stages of 
needing work.  Clearly a lifetime’s supply of automo-
biles  to fix-up- - - - -if you were so inclined. 
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PRIMAVERA (con’d) 
 
Our last stop was Country Farms Produce and Nurs-
ery on SR 92.  The large shed was filled with colorful 
displays of local and non-native fruits and vegetables.  
If there were any room in those FIATs it was filled 
when we left. 
The last 20 or so miles took us through the back 
roads of Snohomish County and to Dave and Tina’s 
home from the north.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The weather was perfect for a picnic.  Everyone had 
brought a dish for a good variety of main course, side 
dishes and desserts.  We had an opportunity to see 
some of Dave’s projects, which don’t look quite as 
formidable as they would be if we didn’t have a ga-
rage as well equipped as his.   
 
The group started to head home in the late afternoon 
so we all made it while the weather was still warm 
and sunny.  Hope the PRIMAVERA next year has 
weather and stops as good as this year! 

 

ON THE NEWSTAND  

This is an irregularly occurring series of articles relat-
ing interesting material I find in automotive maga-
zines.  The various magazines arrive at the bookstore 
at different times of the month, so don’t expect to see 
every title covered each month.  Periodically I’ll 
browse the offerings from the United States and Eng-
land in search of stories and how-to information I think 
our club members will find interesting, informative, 
and useful in our hobby.  All of the magazines can be 
found at Barnes & Noble or at least at the one near 
me.  Granted the English magazines tend to cover 
British and French cars for the most part, however 
many of the how-to articles are applicable to most any 
vintage car of any country of origin.  I’ll mention arti-
cles about Fiat, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo cars when 
the articles seem to be of interest.  Remember we 
have club members who own various Italian make 
cars and belong to both FEN and the Northwest Alfa 
Romeo Club. 

The British magazines are undeniably expensive at 
upwards of $10.00 to $12.00 per issue, so I seldom 
purchase one except on the occasion of a truly useful 
or interesting issue. 

This month I want to share the following offerings with 
you: 

Auto Italia, issue #195 (British): On page 58 appears 
the article “Fiat 1900 Granluce”.  Fiat’s post-war at-
tempt to build a saloon car for the American market.  
An interesting looking 4-foor door car I would love to 
have to drive around town!  Interesting background 
information about the Marshall Plan and rebuilding 
Europe’s automobile industry.  Coming in issue #196 
is “Ralley Legends,  
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Classic Motorsports, May 2012 issue (US).  This issue 
carries a three page how-to about repairing rocker 
panels with lots of photos  For those of us who lust for 
a ‘man cave’ of a garage on page 78 is the conclusion 
to the multi-part series covering the magazine’s re-
modeled garage.  Included are a couple of pages 
about Jay Leno’s facilities in Burbank, perhaps one of 
the most extensive private garage/shops around! 

Hemmings Sports and Exotic Car, July 2012 (US).  
For those of you with more than a passing interest in 
the X1/9, beginning on page 80 you will find a six 
page article with praise for our little Fiat.  They quote 
a vintage review from Road and Track magazine 
“Before people sample this car, they should spend 
some time with a traditional roadster so they’ll appre-
ciate just how good the X1/9 really is.”  Hemmings 
goes on to say: “Seems to us that advice is just as 
sound today.”  Also in this issue is a two-page piece 
about the importance of rotating your tires and some 
tips about it.  

Car Show Lost & Found 

Last Call 

Is anyone missing a black canvas chair?  I (Mike 
Wayte) grabbed it just before we (the clean-up crew) 
were leaving.  Does it belong to the folks who were 
between Dan & Sooz and Mike who had their FIAT 
FOR SALE? 

 

CLUB PICNIC 
The annual club picnic will be held on 

Sunday, July 8 

At 

 Kanaskat-Palmer State Park; 32101  

Kanaskat-Cumberland Road;  

Ravensdale  

See web site & read more next 
month 

 

The Story of the Italian Sandals, or “Oh, 
My Aching Feet!” 

My story begins about 3 years ago in Sonora, Califor-
nia. We were there for an Erickson cousin reunion and 
one of the cousin’s had on a pair of sandals that really 
caught my eye. They had excellent support and no 
post between the toe. I asked her where she had pur-
chased them and lo and behold, she told me the little 
town of Sonora and said she was going back the next 
day and did I want to go with her. 

So, of course I went, found a pair, made in Italy, which 
I fell in love with (as only a woman can do) and bought 
them for a very reasonable sum. 

When I got back home, I showed them to my Podia-
trist and he readily endorsed them. 

Now it’s 3 years later and my Italian sandals are wear-
ing out and looking kinda rough, even though I have 
washed them by hand. 

So I went on-line to Sanatal Lite and found the shoes 
They are still made, different colors. Hot Dog! No 
prices were listed on the web site and after reading 
the whole site, I couldn’t find where to purchase them. 
They did have a ‘contact us’ bar, so I entered in my 
email, etc. and asked them how much and where 
could I purchase them? I got an answer that said: 
”Ciao! Grazie Per averci contattaro! ” We will be in 
touch, shortly.So, I’m stuck again  to search again. Oh 
Woe is ME!  

Sooz  

Information About Receiving Your  

Newsletter  

There are two methods you may use to receive your 
copy of our newsletter.  We encourage all members 
with internet access to download the electronic ver-
sion.  This method saves the club’s money, gives you 
a copy as soon as it is available (no delays due to the 
post office), and is the best method for the environ-
ment.  You will need to have Adobe PDF reader in-
stalled on you computer.  This software is free and a 
download link is posted in the newsletter section of 
our website.  (www.fiatnorthwest.org) 

The second method is to have a paper copy mailed to 
you in the regular mail.  If you choose this method, 
please contact the club president to be placed on the 
paper mailing list. 
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2012 

Meeting Schedule 

 

 

Month     Location     Restaurant 

June      South      Amante 

July (picnic)     (TBD)      (see newsletter) 

August     South      Amante 

September     North      Mia Roma 

October     South      Amante 

November     North      Mia Roma 

December (party)    (TBD)      (see newsletter) 

FEN Hosts the Following Email 
Lists: 

FEN-Announce List  

This list is for FEN members to receive updates on 
events, general announcements for club related busi-
ness and newsletter posting announcements.  When 
the newsletter issue is ready an email message is 
sent to all members using the FEN-Announce email 
list.  When you join the club your email address will be 
added to this list by a club representative.  (However, 
nothing is perfect – a problem may occur.)  A mes-
sage is sent monthly, to each list member, which in-
cludes your login and password.  This is your way of 
knowing that you are in fact a member of the FEN-
Announce email list.  If you do not receive any notices 
from this list within the first month of joining please 
contact the club president or treasurer. 
.Only FEN officers may post to this list.  It is only open 
for subscription to FEN members and only to be used 
for club-related announcements - period. 

If you feel that you have an announcement suitable 
for posting to the entire club via this list, please email  

If you feel that you have an announcement suitable 
for posting to the entire club via this list, please email  

it to the president for consideration. 

FEN-BS List 

This list is open to club members, FIAT owners, Ital-
ian car lovers - anyone!  Just about anything goes, 
just play nice and try not to offend anyone too badly.  
This list is for general banter, club related or not.  Dis-
cuss your cars, discuss club events, list a car or parts 
you may have for sale, etc. 

To subscribe to FEN-BS list:  go to 
www.fiatnorthwest.org, click on ‘email lists’ in the left 
hand column, then click on ‘FEN-BS’.  Follow the in-
structions to join the list.  If you decide to unsubscribe 
from this list the procedure is posted here also.  It is 
up to each individual to unsubscribe themselves. 

New 500 List 

Just like the BS list, this list is open to all.  The con-
cept is to provide a place for those interested in the 
new 500s and any new models coming down the line 
to discuss their cars and experiences with them.  You 
may join by following the basic instructions as noted 
above. 
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Upcoming Events  

 

 

President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-1202, 
cecilia66536@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-640-
2994, tmzeitner@gmail.com 

Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net 

Membership 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes 
club announcements, meeting summaries, interesting 
articles, club event information and more. Copies of 
the newsletter are distributed to paid members.  Distri-
bution is via the internet to those members with inter-
net access and mailed to members without access. 
For membership information visit the membership 
page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/
couple. Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthu-
siasts Northwest". Online membership signup/renewal 
is available through Paypal.  Please see our website 

for details: http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Club Contacts 

 

 

 

 

Our next  regular FEN meeting is in Renton on 
Wednesday, June 6.  DON’T FORGET THE MEETINGS 
NOW START AT 7:00pm. 

VIVA ITALIA SHOW 

July 14 

See newsletter or website 

CLUB PICNIC  

JULY 8.   

See calendar or web-site for details. 


