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Welcome to the March issue of our newsletter. Do we need a name for it, other clubs’ 
newsletters have names, what do you think?  Sounds like the stuff contests are made 
of… 

I want to thank those of you who came out for the South Sound Tour last Saturday.  
The weather cooperated, we had a very nice drive, everyone seemed to have a good 
time during lunch, and we saw some new faces. 

The FIAT sales report for February was great news for the faithful and should help to 
boost confidence in the brand.  February sales totaled 3,227 units, which set a record 
for a single month.  The total sales for the first 12 months are 31,153 units.  While this 
is approximately 60% of target, it must be remembered not all studios were open for 
business and there was very little advertising presented to the general public during 
the period.  With the two new Abarth television ads now playing and Abarth sales to 
start soon, the numbers should be much better in the coming months. 

George and I have been working on the design and production of a post card sized, 
double-sided, glossy handout.  The purpose is two-fold: first, these will be supplied to 
the two local studios for distribution to prospective and new owners and secondly, for 
you, our members, to give to interested person you come in contact with.  We can also 
make them available at the car show and the SOVREN Historics as well as other 
events.  These should be available to us in the next week or so. Speaking of the car 
show, we recently held our pre-planning meeting.  There are some changes dictated 
by the drive-in, but I don’t expect anyone will notice them, just something we, the co-
chairs need to be aware of.  A couple of items you will notice are new awards.  We will 
use etched mugs this year.  While being much more elegant than the trophies used in 
prior years, the mugs can actually be used to drink from!  Our Italian car classes will 
not change in 2012, but we will not be selling merchandise this year.  The initial cost 
and effort to produce and sell the t-shirts at the show are not matched by the sales re-
turn volume.  So we will follow the example of the MBAs and eliminate that which does 
not provide an ample return on our investment.  Cool uh? – just like downtown!  

The pre-planning for Diana and my three day event, this year titled ‘Three Islands 
Tour’, is complete and registration is open to last year’s teams.  As of the beginning of 
March we have nine returning teams registered and two new teams on a wait list.  The 
Canadians are leading with 6 teams with British cars and the 5 Americans trailing with 
3 British cars and 2 Italian cars.  Registration will open to everyone on the weekend of 
April 21/22.  Now we begin the process of obtaining SWAG and babysitting our ven-
dors/venues to ensure we don’t end up with egg on our faces and disgruntled touristi.  I 
recently used my share of our income tax return (Diana and I allow ourselves a small 
allowance from our refund each year) to purchase a domain name and server space 
from the same provider as the club uses.  
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Messaggio dal Presidente(con’d) 

space from the same provider as the club uses.  In a couple 
of weeks I will officially announce the new website for our 
annual three-day tours.  Since we get ‘unlimited’ storage 
space I’ll be able to make available text and photos from 
prior year events and our own extended road trips.  This will 
give our tour effort an official and stable web presence to 
promote and serve our participants. 

I still have some work to do on ‘Bruno’ (that’s what it says 
on the paint tag in the trunk), our 1978 124 spider to be 
prepared for the 2012 Spring Thaw Rally.  This month I am 
changing my work hours to four tens and driving the new 
500 each day.  Thus I will have a three-day weekend every 
week.  And since the weather is warming up, I expect to be 
able to finish preparations this month.  I’ll post a summary 
of my efforts in a later issue of the … , our newsletter. 

No new members to report this month, as far as I know, but 
I do want to remind you that your dues for 2012 are due.  If 
not paid by the end of the April meeting, your membership 
will expire. 

Also, thanks to Greg Smith for taking on the job of Face-
book administrator for the club.  We hope this addition to 
our communications arsenal will be put to good use.  Once 
I determine how/what to do to put a link on our website I will 
add a Facebook link there.  Please contact Greg if you 
have questions.  And don’t forget about our old-fashioned 
email lists.  If you are not familiar with them and their uses, 
please visit the club website and click on the email lists but-
ton on the left side to learn more about them. 

Ciao 

Bert 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Meeting Notes 

21 Members present.  Gordie Hyde and Fred Russell from 
the Alfa club were also present. 

 

In the Treasurer’s absence, Bert reported that we are sol-
vent and all bills paid. Terry also advised Bert that the liq-
uor stores are discounting wine sales and will be marking 
down to lowest prices before the change over. 

 

Bert reported that Pete Sowl, owner of Performance Mo-
tors in Lynnwood, wants to focus his shop on more modern 
cars, so has donated to our club all he has left of his Fiat 
inventory, which Bert says is substantial. After Bert com-
pletes an inventory, the board will meet and decide how to 

February Meeting Notes (con’d) 

how to distribute the parts. They’re thinking of either a 
silent auction and bid, or just bidding on parts. If you have 
suggestions, make them known to the Board. 

 

Bert then discussed the calendar: 

 February 12, Sunday, there will be a yahoo group 
drive. Informal. See the website for details. 

 March 6, Tuesday, will be the South meeting be-
fore the Wednesday regular F.E.N. meeting. 

 Some time in February, date to be determined, 
there will be a meeting regarding our April 22nd car show. 
Bert will announce the date. 

 As Gordie said, this year the 4th of July will be 
held in June, which means that the historics will take 
place before the traditional July 4th date. 

 The 31st annual Tulip Rallye, sponsored by the 
MG car club is Saturday, April 21st. Registration is avail-
able on line at tuliprallye@aol.com. Cost is $12 pre-reg 
and $15 day of and a donation to the food bank at the 
Cascade Mall. 

 We briefly discussed the Holiday party and it was 
unanimous that we have it again at the church. George 
will make the reservations. 

 October 14th, Sunday, will be the date of the Fall 
Leaves and Antiques tour. 

 

A motion was made, seconded and passed that we begin 
our meetings at 7:00 p.m., instead of 7:30 p.m. Everyone 
was in favor of changing, with no objections. 

Lorrie Mortenson announced that Barry Shamus’ Cham-
pagne Anniversary 1981 Fiat is for sale for $7500. Details 
will be put on our web site. Meeting was adjourned. Re-
spectfully submitted,  

Suzanne Rian, North Secretary. 

 

It seemed like a bit of a gamble to take a drive so early in 
the season, but what the heck; the worst that could hap-
pen was rain, Sooo 

On Saturday, March 3, a group of FEN drivers and naviga-
tors, and George Baumann’s parents were joined by a 
couple of members of the MG and Citroën Clubs for 
breakfast at Norma’s near Nisqually. Bert explained the 
rules at the drivers’ meeting and we were off to see the 
sights in the South Sound region.   It had been so long 
since I had checked the oil that I forgot about it until Jackie 

SOUTH SOUND TOUR 
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and I were ready to leave.  Sure enough, down a quart. 
Fortunately the local gas station had 20-50 so we were 
soon on our way.  

For those of us who never leave I-5 except to go to Greg 
and Eleanor’s place, the houses, stores and yards are in-
terestingly different from those of us who live in the Seattle 
area. Not many miles into the drive showed us individual 
homes and developments of very large houses with 3 to 5 
car garages.  Across the road would be folks living in mod-
est houses with many projects in their yards waiting to be 
finished in the spring or summer. 

There had been some strong winds through the area some 
days or weeks before our tour.  The roads on nearly the 
whole drive wound through the litter of trees blown down by 
strong winds.  A lot of chain saw and chipper work was evi-
dent everywhere. 

Some of the more interesting things to see include a latte 
stand in Tenino that featured Red Bull Smoothies.  We 
figured the word hadn’t made it to the neighborhood: we 
saw gas for $3.87/gallon.  I guess the last surprise for me 
was passing through Little Rock, WA.  Little Rock ? I had 
never heard of it. 

I guess that’s why we participate in club drives as often as 
we can; you are bound to learn something new about your 
state with every trip. 

We wrapped the Tour up with a tasty lunch at O’Blarney’s 
Irish Pub. They had a great selection of beers. 

Great tour, Bert and Diana  

privilege of seeing one in real life.  The car was fully re-
stored.  I know that they go for a pretty good price, but I 
was surprised when they told me that they were asking 
$60,000 for the car.  I had thought maybe $50,000.  

 

 

 

SOUTH SOUND TOUR 

(Con’d) 

What a Jolly time in LA!  

Cecilia, Angelina and I were in southern California from 
February 17th to February 25th.  The weather was just per-
fect the entire time that we were there, except for Friday 
afternoon on February 24th it was overcast and quite cool at 
Legoland in Carlsbad.  To me, southern California at the 
right time in the right place is the closest thing to heaven 
that one can experience on earth.  

The title to this article indicates that we had a jolly time in 
California  .  This is true.  However, for me, one of the best 
moments of the trip happened while driving down the beau-
tiful coastal highway 1 passing through Long Beach.  I was 
enjoying the gorgeous scenery and all of the high end car 
dealerships.  Then we approached a European car dealer-
ship that specialized in rare, high end used cars.  I couldn’t 
believe my eyes when I spotted a red Fiat Jolly inside the 
showroom.  I immediately turned around and went straight 
back to check out the car.  Cecilia and Angelina didn’t know 
what was going on until I explained what I had seen.  

 
I have seen pictures of Fiat Jollys, but I have never had the 

What a Jolly time in LA! (con’d) 
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I also checked out the Fiat Motor Village dealership in down 
town LA.  I was there in November of 2010 before they had 
opened and I wanted to see what it looked like when it was 
all complete.  This is truly a very unique car dealership and 
I encourage anyone who happens to visit LA to check it out.  
They had many, many Fiats inside their second story show-
room.  The staff was very nice and helpful.   

 

Enjoy, 

George   

What a Jolly time in LA! (con’d) 

thought was out of line. 
  Then one day on e-Bay I found an 83 Pinin Farina (which 
my MG owner neighbor says is still a Fiat.....That's good!!)  
In the ad it looked to be a keeper; the mileage, the price, 
the color, the options, the condition etc. etc.  It had a "buy 
it now price" and was open for bidding also.  I called the 
owner (In Richmond VA) and made the usual inquires.  
The answers to my questions were good ones and the 
owner apparently could tell that he had a live one on the 
line......as he said to me; "Ron, if you think you want this 
car I suggest you hit the buy it now button because judging 
by the calls I am getting on this car, it will not last to the 
end of bidding.  When you look at this car, if you don't like 
it, I will give you the deposit back and put it back on e-
Bay."  

  As a retired airline person I worked up a schedule to rush 
out to Richmond VA, to look at and drive the car, make the 
decision yea or nay and catch a return flight one hour later 
back for home in Silverdale.  The car drove well, looked 
great, so we closed the deal and I got back into my "space 
available" going home mode.  I ended up spending the 
night in the Portland terminal and renting a car to drive 
home the next day as no seats were available into Seattle. 
 The seller stored the car for one month, no charge, and 
we then had it shipped to our home in Silverdale.  We took 
the car on the covered bridge tour.  It has been a delight to 
drive etc. and, wow, how fast that top goes up and down 
with a quick rain stop under an overpass.  

 Our plan is to drive it to our AZ home and have it for the 
winter sporty car events there.  With the dealer installed air
-conditioning, it should give us another excuse to put that 
fast moving top up once again during those hot AZ days. 

 
 We are going to have to get our other (the WA) 80 spider 
on the road now and see you all at the "Three Island Tour" 
in September.  The top is good, It just needs an engine 
installed. 
 Ron Vandervort 

Buying my FIAT on e-bay  

(con’d) 

Buying my FIAT on e-bay  

 That E-Bay...... put me on the spot...........! 
 I have to tell you about my search for the 83 Pinin Farina 
that we acquired this past May. 

To begin at the beginning, I must say that I was looking for 
an MGB when our friend Rex Rice introduced me to his Fiat 
Spider. By that time I had looked at several MGB's so had 
some insight into that machine and the market it com-
manded. 

   Rex pointed out the dual overhead cams, the disc brakes 
all around, the 5- speed box and the "one handed” convert 
top on his Fiat and that it was usually at a lower price on 
the marketplace than the MGB as well.  About that time we 
took a really nice MGB, that was for sale, for a spin.... and 
with two of us tugging at that MGB top to get it up and 
down...... my eye for the MGB began to dim. I thus began to 
pay attention to the Spider market and between my WA and 
AZ addresses was able to check out many examples of the 
fun little machine.  I looked and had fun driving many exam-
ples from PHX to LAX to SEA via ads in Craig’s list and e-
Bay.  When I did find a great example it was at a price that I 

First Outing of the Northwest Vintage 
Group  

 

Bert and I went on the Northwest Vintage Group’s first 
drive Sunday, February 12th.  We met at a Starbucks in 
Issaquah around 9:30 a.m.  There were 6 cars; a Citroën, 
a BMW, 3 MGs and one Fiat 124 Spider (that was us).   
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First Outing of the Northwest Vintage 
Group (con’d) 

 

First Outing of the Northwest Vintage 
Group  

 

All of the cars were more than 30 years old.  We left the 
parking lot about 10am and stopped in Carnation, at 
Giordano Vintage Motors, to see the cars and memora-
bilia, then on to Sultan, where we had a pit stop and de-
cided to return to Fall City for lunch.  It was a great drive; 
no rain and we had a lot of fun. 
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First Outing of the Northwest Vintage 
Group (con’d) 

Our organizer, Peter Engle, provided turn-by-turn route 
instructions.  Even so, Diana and I lost our way during our 
first pass through Fall City and were forced to refer to our 
map!  We were the last car out of the parking lot and got 
behind at the first traffic light.  Thus we had no idea where 
the rest of our group was.  While trying to relate the instruc-
tions to the map, I happened to look in the rear view mirror 
only to see the somewhat strange mix of cars all in a line 
proceeding through a traffic circle.  The lineup reminded 
me of something one would see in a movie, as I hurried to 
turn around to catch up with them.  The next problem was 
that I forgot to allow for the reverse image in the mirror, so 
we ended up going in the opposite direction of the group!  
That resulted in our second pass through Fall City!  Finally 
we found them in Carnation after our third pass through 
Fall City, good thing it is a small town! 
At the pit stop in Sultan, I opened the hood, for a reason 
now forgotten.  While looking around I noticed one of the 
distributor cap hold down screws was not fully seated!  The 
cap was actually somewhat loose.  I tighten it and once 
back on the road the car seemed to run better, or was it 
just my imagination?  At least I averted the disaster of a 
destroyed rotor and cap!  I do carry both as spares, but 
nonetheless it was a lucky find!  

All in all it was a wonderful drive on many roads we have 
travelled before, but also on some new to us.  We made 
the acquaintance of three new folks and look forward to our 
next outing together. 
Thanks to Peter, we now have an additional source of tour-
ing companions to join with for an enjoyable tour in the 
country. 
You can visit the group site at: http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/northwest_vintage/ 
Diana and Bert Cripe 

The Budget Scorpion  

Gregory Smith, Olympia  

This month we are starting a new series featuring Greg 
Smith.   Greg, as many of you know, is an enthusiast with 
a capital E.  He was FEN president several years ago and 
has moved on to run Tech Sessions, built a house, be a 
businessman and do crazy things like buy a low priced 
Scorpion and turn it into a primo vehicle. 

Greg bought his work project late last year and has been 
maintaining a blog to  share his progress. This issue of the 
newsletter is the start of our following his progress with the 
hope some of his enthusiasm rubs off on some of us. 

The Budget Scorpion  

(con’d) 

November 28, 2011: My First Scorpion 

 

My story so far... 
Picked up my first Scorpion Nov. 12th. It's a '77, 
vin#137AS0101762. White with red interior. My friend Val 
told me about it. I've always wanted one and never quite 
was able to jump on one at the right time until now. Got a 
ride to Seattle and bought it and drove it home. Ran well, if 
a little on the cool side. Loud. Schroth harness on the 
driver's side is annoying. 
 
The interior has been modified a little, with some of the red 
parts painted black. There are also black material portions 
in the seats where originally they were all red I think. 
 
First things first: 
This being the wet season in the PNW, I had to make 
room indoors for this project! Fortunately, just prior to get-
ting this car I expanded my garage/studio building to allow 
for moving my business-related tools and materials out of 
the garage. This was an important step, my two car garage 
has never had two cars in it since it was built 10 years ago. 
 
After getting the car tucked into the garage, I spent an-
other weekend day modifying the garage door to open on 
both sides. My garage is built more like a barn with sliding 
doors, and previously only one side opened. This was fine 
for one car but not for two. Now both sides open which 
allows better access to the car for now until my X finds it's 
new home. Once the X is gone, I'll have more than enough 
room for the car and any related parts tear-down/refurb. 
And other projects. 
 
More clearing out of stuff, sorting, giving away of materials 
I've stored for 10 years and so on this past holiday week-
end. Built more high shelving for lighter parts using up ply-
wood scraps, hung spare body panels on the wall, and 
general re-distribution of things to make more sense, get-
ting organized. I have two boxes of Beta Zagato parts to 
sort through and get rid of for instance. And shelves of X 
parts, which I have to go through and sort into "Scorpion 
applicable" and "to sell". 

 

To be continued 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-1202, ce-
cilia66536@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-640-2994, 
tmzeitner@gmail.com 

Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  

 
 

Club Contacts 

Events Calendar 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details: http://
www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Membership 

Tuesday, March 6th, (7:00 p.m., 6-ish if you want to eat) 
is our South Sound meeting for members in the very 
south end of the region. It will be at Brewery City Pizza in 
Lacey, it's close to I-5 and has plenty of parking. Ad-
dress: 4353 Martin Way East (360-491-6630) - a couple 
of blocks west at exit 109. We will have a door prize or 
two, so please plan to attend! Everyone is welcome-club 
member or not...  

Our next  regular FEN meeting is in Kenmore on Wednes-
day, March 7.  DON’T FORGET THE MEETINGS NOW 
START AT 7:00pm. 

We are going to have a special guest speaker, Joe Eng-
lish, owner of Group 2 Motorsports.  Joe will be talking to 
us about his experience with his new 500. 

 



2012 MG Tulip Rallye 
 
Greetings: 
  
For the last 30 years, the MG Car Club Northwest Centre has hosted the Tulip Rallye, an automobile tour 
of the Skagit Valley region of Western Washington State.  This year on April 21st, 2012, the rallye starts 
in the Mount Vernon area, but you never know where it may take you from there.  Through colorful 
tulip fields, windy country roads or scenic shoreline drives, it’s everything you need for a beautiful 
daytime tour of the region. 
  
We have designed this event so that each car club, with a minimum of five cars entered, will be eligible 
for a first place prize to be awarded to the top performer within their club.  Individuals not associated 
with a particular car club will compete in the “open” category. 
  
The Tulip Rallye is intended to be a fun event.  It’s not a time/speed/distance event, but a light hearted 
gimmick rallye with trivia questions written into the tour guide.  It’s fun for the whole family.  Some 
clubs now make this rallye their April driving event. 
  
There are restaurants along the tour route, but they are often very crowded, so we recommend that you 
pack a picnic lunch to eat along the way. 
  
We look forward to your club’s participation in the 31st Annual Tulip Rallye.  For your convenience, we 
have attached the entry form. 
  
Thank you and please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
  
David Ellis 
Event Coordinator 
MG Car Club NorthWest Centre 
1521 Eagle Ridge Drive S., Renton, WA  98055 
425‐277‐1086 
tuliprallye@aol.com 



  

 31stAnnual Tulip Rallye 
          

 
 
 
 
  

COME ONE, COME ALL! – We are back for our 31st Annual Tulip Rallye.  This event is a gimmick rallye  in place 
of time/distance checkpoints, so everyone will be able to compete successfully.  All you need is a sharp eye 
and a sense of humor.  Please note – speed is not recommended!   
 
Each car club (5‐car minimum) will have a First Place finish.  Non‐club entrants can compete in the “open” 
class.  It is recommended that you pack a picnic lunch to enjoy along the way or at the end point while the 
scores are being tabulated.   There are restaurants along the tour route, but they can be rather crowded. 
 
Pre‐registration will close on April 16th.  Any entries received after April 16th will be considered day of.  
Please fill out the form below and send it along with $12.00 USD or $15.00 CDN per car to MGCCNWC at the 
address shown below.  The cost for day‐of registration will be $15.00 (USD) or $18.00 (CDN).   Your car number 
and rallye information will be issued the day of the rallye.  For more information call David Ellis @ (425) 277‐
1086 or day of 425‐691‐0444 (cell). 
 
Overnight accommodations are available on a first come, first serve basis at the Holiday Inn Express in 
Burlington.    For reservations, call 360‐755‐7338 and mention Tulip Rallye to receive the special rate of 
$119.00 per night for Friday and/or Saturday. 
 
Please remember to bring along canned food for donation to a local food bank.  The drop off location this year 
will be at the start point, Cascade Mall. 
   
Directions:  From I‐5 take exit 230 and head east on Highway 20.  Take a right at stop light onto South 
Burlington Blvd.  Take a right at next light onto Cascade Mall Drive.   
 
See you there! 
 
‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  ‐   ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  

YES!!  I want to participate in the 31st Annual Tulip Rallye! 
 
NAME________________________________________________PHONE__________________ TYPE OF CAR (S)________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS________________________________________________________CITY___________________________STATE_______ZIP______________ 
 
IF YOU BELONG TO A CAR CLUB, WHICH ONE? (please be specific)_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Entry Fee for each car:  $12 (USD) or $15 (CDN) advance, or $15 (USD) or $18 (CDN) day of event         $___________ 
Event Tee Shirt:  Short Sleeve $15.00 (USD) $18.00 (CDN)   MED___ LG ___ XL___ XXL ___        $___________ 
                       TOTAL    $___________ 

Pre‐registration closes April 16, 2011 
Make checks payable to MGCCNWC 

Mail to:  Tulip Rallye, c/o David Ellis, 1521 Eagle Ridge Drive S., Renton, WA  98055 
425‐277‐1086 (425‐691‐0440‐‐cell “day of”) or E‐mail: tuliprallye@aol.com

Date:  Saturday, April 21st   
Time:  8:00-9:00 am (Check in)     
Place:  Cascade Mall I-5 Exit 230 




