
Newsletter 

November 2011  Not much happening right now and Mike is out of town, so I put together this 
month’s publication.  So if you find fault, don’t blame Mike! 

 It amazes me that November is here already and our normal weather pattern 
seems to have returned.  The warm weather was and will be missed!  Most of us 
don’t seem to drive our hobby cars much in the cold and dark of winter, so this is 
a good time to put some of our cold weather tech sheets to use.  If you navigate 
your web browser to the Archive section of our club’s website you’ll find all of our 
tech handout available to download and use.  A login and password is required, so 
if you have misplaced that information let me know so I can provide them to you. 

It is time once again to elect officers for the coming year.  This will be the focus 
of our November meeting. 

There is not much on the calendar for the rest of 2011, but what there is can be 
found on the last page of this issue of the newsletter. 

Of note is the special meeting we have scheduled for the Fiat of Tacoma Studio.  
The first purpose of this meeting is to provide a social event for our south end 
members, who rarely are able to attend our regular meetings due to the distances 
involved and secondly to allow us to meet with new and prospective Fiat owners 
in the Tacoma area.  I hope this exposure will result in new members for the club.  
All club members are welcome to attend and meet the staff at Fiat of Tacoma and 
see the new facility. 

George Baumann has worked with both Studios to establish a good relationship 
and I expect to begin to see the payoff in the near future.  Combined, the two 
Studios are delivering near 100 new 500s each month.  This greatly increases the 
number of Fiat owners in our region and thus I expect to see some new club 
members as a result. 

The annual Holiday Party will be our focus for December and you can read all 
about it on page 4.  We are returning to the pot luck format, but at a rented space 
due to the number of persons on the club membership roll.  We will also hold a 
pasta sauce contest.  This was well received in 2009, so I hope many of you will 
cook up your favorite sauce to share with the rest of us! 

Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the October 5th Meeting: 

The October Meeting was held at Amante’s in Renton 

Bert called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM 

Four guests attended:  Jim & Kent, brothers; Jim owns 
a 1990 Alfa Spider, while Kent has a 1981 Fiat Spider 
with 53,000 miles on the clock. 

Mike and Chris joined us from the Fiat of Tacoma 
Studio. 

  

Treasurer’s Report:  Terry reported that the club has 
money in the bank and all bills are current. After much 
effort on the parts of Bert and Terry, the club is now 
fully 501(c) compliant with the IRS. This means that 
FEN is a Not-for-profit club. 

  

Report from the nominating committee:  Next 
years board is nearly set, as most of this years board 
has agreed to stay on for another year. 

  

Old business:  The FEN Holiday Party will be held 
Dec. 3rd, at the Fairwood Church, 13120 SE 192nd St, 
in Renton. It will be a Potluck and the club will pro-
vide Ham. 

Darsie announced that the remaining club merchan-
dise is available for purchase:    XXX Car Show T-
Shirts (white)-$5, This year’s XXX Car Show T-Shirts 
(red)-$10, License Plate Frames-$15 

  

Announcements:  The 2012 Car Show will be held 
on Sunday, April 22nd (the 4th Sunday) 

FEN member Matt Swineford announced that he is 
planning a Mega-Squirt Tech Session...more details to 
come. 

An additional tech session was mentioned – Swapping 
the original MM Windshield Wiper motor to a Bosch 
motor 

  

Reports: 

Festa Italiana – Dan Rian 

Dan and Sooz attended the recent Festa Italiana at the 

Seattle Center.  Dan reported that on Saturday (the 
day they attended) there were 3 Spiders in attendance 
(including an unnamed former FEN member) and 6 
Ferraris.  There were also 6-8 new 500s in attendance. 

  

Road Trip to San Diego – Bert Cripe 

Bert and Diana took a trip in their new 500 to San 
Diego to visit family. Along the way they took mainly 
back roads. In Redwood City, Ca, they met with the 
local Fiat club, who were very gracious and friendly. 

  

The meeting adjourned at 8:10, at which time Mike, 
the Sales Manager at Fiat of Tacoma, made a presenta-
tion.  Among his comments were: 

- All FEN members are welcome to stop by Fiat of 
Tacoma anytime 

- Fiat of Tacoma has been letting customers know 
about FEN, and putting them in touch with (FEN 
VP) George Baumann 

- They have 3-4 acres of open area behind the studio 
that might be made available for special events 

- They also have 22000 square feet of retail space, 
most of which has not yet been utilized (although they 
have also grown more than was originally projected, to 
date) 

- Fiat is readying a couple of additional models for 
spring introduction: a Turbo 500, and an all Electric 
model. 

- Eventually there will be more models rolled out, per-
haps 5-7 total. 

- Fiat of Tacoma is focusing on excellent customer 
service, believing this is what will set them apart from 
other brands/dealerships. 

  

Mike’s presentation ended at 8:45 

  

Door prizes were awarded 

  

LeRoy Mietzner, FEN South Secretary 

October Meeting Minutes ~ 
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Special Club Meeting at Fiat of  Tacoma ~  

We were allowed to place several copies of this poster (11x17 inch versions) on display 
at the Studio and smaller versions were made available to give to interested persons. 



Page 4  Volume 20,  Issue 11 

Annual Holiday Party ~ 

Well folks, it is that time of the year again and that 
means that our Holiday Dinner Party is just around 
the corner.  This year we are going to try something 
different and see how it goes.  If everyone likes it we 
can try it again next year and make improvements that 
will result in even more fun and enjoyment if need be.  
If it is a disaster, then we will re-group and try some-
thing completely different. 

I am a relatively new member to our club and unfortu-
nately was not able to participate in our Holiday pot-
luck dinners that the club used to have hosted by club 
members at their homes.  Due to the size of our mem-
bership we are not able to host these potluck dinners 
at members homes anymore.  In an attempt to emulate 
that potluck dinner experience of the past as best as 
possible, we decided to rent a nice facility that has a 
kitchen that we can use to heat-up our meals that we 
bring to share.  So we will be trying to do what we did 
in the past at a members home except we will meet at 
a rented venue instead that has enough room to ac-
commodate everyone comfortably. 

 This year we will have our Holiday Dinner Party at 
the Fairwood Church in Renton on Saturday, Decem-
ber 3rd.  The address of the Fairwood Church is 
13120 SE 192nd Street, Renton, WA 98058.  Their 
phone number is 253-638-8470.  There is plenty of 
parking and it is a very nice facility (this is not a base-
ment church hall).   

I take full responsibility for choosing this location, for 
better and/or for worse.  I am confident however that 
most people are going to enjoy themselves and have a 
great time and agree that the Fairwood Church in Ren-
ton is a great facility for our dinner party.  Hope to see 
as many people as possible and enjoy a good time! 

Best wishes for the Holiday Season, - George 
Baumann 

 

Saturday, December 3rd 

Beginning at 2:00 p.m. 

Potluck Ground Rules: 

The club will provide a ham, soft drinks, and napkins.  
To reduce the amount of clean-up work at the end of 
the day, I would recommend everyone bring their own 
table settings (plates, silverware, and glassware).  In the 
past we grouped food for members to bring based on 
the first letters of last names, however this year we ask 
you to bring a dish to share of your own choice. 

Alcoholic beverages are allowed, bring whatever you 
desire for your own consumption. 

Everyone is requested to bring a nonperishable food 
donation for a local food bank. 

And at the end of the day, we will need a few volun-
teers to help with clean-up. 

Best Pasta Sauce Challenge 
The sauce contest will be reprised this year to add ad-
ditional fun to the event. 

The idea is to prepare, in advance, your favorite pasta 
sauce to present to the party attendees for their con-
sideration and judgment.  Everyone will have an op-
portunity to taste your creation on your recommended 
pasta type.  Small bowls will be provided to provide 
sauce and pasta samples to the attendees. 

Quantity is up to you but we expect 50 or so people to 
attend the party. 
Please bring cooked pasta to taste with your sauce – 
You will be judged on the sauce, not the pasta. 

Sauce suggestions: Red, White or Green (Pesto) 

Pasta suggestions (or whatever you feel is correct): 

Penne Rigatoni 

Linguini Rotini 

Fusili Spaghetti 

Ravioli Fiori 

Winners in each category will be 
determined by popular vote 

Thanks, Bert Cripe 
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September Road Trip Summary~ 

Diana and I spent our vacation on a 14-day road trip to San Diego.  I have included the Epilog from our 
website here to provide a taste of what the trip was like.  The complete text and photos can be found at:  

http:/home.wavecable.com/~spiders 

...We made it home on Friday (9/23) at 6:50 p.m.  The 
drive north from Medford was uneventful, just the way 
I like it!  We did manage to take a couple of detours on 
sections of old US 99 in Oregon.  If you are ever near 
Grants Pass you might consider the section between 
there and exit 40 at Gold Hill.  This stretch parallels 
the Rogue River.  Just sit back and cruise the asphalt at 
a comfortable 40 mph or so and try to imagine travel 
on US 99 in the Fifties.  Sure it was slow, but it had a 
soul and a spirit that does not exist on the vast major-
ity of our interstate system!... 

 

Highlights of the Trip 

Of course visiting our family was the best part, but 
since that is of little interest to anyone else I’ll list the 
following as highlights: 

 

The Food 

Finding good seafood etouffee in Ft. Bragg at a brew 
pub was a very pleasant surprise.  The lunch at Alioto’s 
was an even better experience than our dinner at Rov-
ers in Seattle a few years ago (voted Seattle’s best res-
taurant at least 3 years in a row)!  The huge and very 
good rib eye steak meal at A. J. Spurs in Buellton will 
be remembered for a long time.  The fish tacos at The 
Brigantine in Del Mar, overlooking the famous horse 
racing track, was my first attempt to eat that dish and I 
certainly enjoyed it.  And last was the grilled Albacore 
tune at Fish Camp in Huntington Beach. 

The Road 

I had not driven many of the roads around Santa Bar-
bara and I still haven’t, since our limited time didn’t 
allow it.  But I seem to prefer the back roads of North-
ern California and Oregon more.  I have never been 
much of a beach aficionado, I prefer the trees, rocks, 

and tide pools of the north coast more.  The roads up 
here have fewer and shorter straight sections between 
curves!  While I can appreciate the desert-like scenery 
of the south, I much prefer our green, moist environ-
ment. 

Favorite stretches on this trip included: Oregon 34, 
California 1 from US 101 to the coast, California 128 
between the coast and US 101, California 41 from US 
101 to I-5, and California 154 to 246 to Santa Ynez. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Car 

I saw this trip as a wonderful chance to put the little 
car to the test.  In my opinion it passed with an A in 
every category I care about. 

Performance: Only on two occasions did I feel it could 
use more horsepower and torque, but then I was 
pushing it on the narrow, twisting back roads – some-
thing it is not really designed to do, it is not a sports 
car!  The road handling ability is superior to my 124 
spider, as are the brakes, the horse power and torque, 
and the ability of the seat to hold you in place.  On I-5 
we were able to cruise at 70-80 mph without effort 
and I felt secure in the car.  Reactions to wind gusts 

(Continued on page 6) 

Along the Oregon Coast 



were not more than I expected, less than an old VW 
beetle.  The cruise control functioned perfectly – bet-
ter than in our Honda.  There was very little slowdown 
on hills on the Interstate except for the very steepest 
(Grapevine, for example, where I had to down shift 
into fourth gear to maintain 60 mph). 

Comfort: in our Honda I find myself having to shift 
my position frequently after an hour or so in the sad-
dle – no so in the 500.  After the second day I realized 
I was staying put and when I got out of the car I was 
not sore like I am from driving the Honda! 

Cargo area: we were able to care a duffle bag; a small 
suitcase; a combo picnic cooler/basket; my laptop; a 
camera bag and tripod; a book bag for maps, guide-
books, and notes; a couple of bottles of car care prod-
ucts, engine oil (I only added a small amount once), a 
roll of towels, and 10 microfiber rags; two jackets; a 
box of stuff for the kids; and 4 knitting project bags!  
The load just came up to the bottom of the windows.  
Sure the car could only carry two persons with that 
load, but it is not meant to be a large family car – it 
does what it was designed to do and does it well!  I am 
very pleased with the car and have nothing to com-
plain about. 

 

So that is that for this trip, another one for the books.  
We did our first long road trip in 1977 when we trav-
elled 7000 miles in 7 weeks around the US.  Our next 
one was a two week tour of the Pacific Northwest in 
1989.  It was round trip from the Bay Area to Puget 
Sound.  That was to determine if we wanted to move 
here, which we did the following year.  Then a round 
trip from here to Indiana in 2001.  Three weeks in a 
1987 VW camper. I hope our next long road trip is 
not so far in the future! 

 

~Bert Cripe 

(Continued from page 5) 
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In San Diego’s Balboa Park 

Along the Oregon Coast 

On Harbor Island looking towards 
downtown San Diego 



Club Contacts 

President: Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President: George Baumann 425-235-1202, ce-
cilia66536@yahoo.com 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-640-2994, 
tmzeitner@gmail.com 

Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 

(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 

Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net 

 

www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Events Calendar ~ 

November, 2011 

Wednesday, November 2nd, Regular Club Meeting: Mia Roma Restaurant, 7620 NE Bothell 
Way; Kenmore, WA 9802; (425) 486-6200 

Friday, November 4th, Special Club Meeting at Fiat of  Tacoma: see details on page 3 

December, 2011 

Saturday, December 3rd, Annual Holiday Party Pot Luck, see details on page 4 

~ 

January, 2012 

Wednesday, January 4th, Regular Club Meeting: Mia Roma Restaurant, 7620 NE Bothell Way; 
Kenmore, WA 9802; (425) 486-6200 

Membership 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes 
club announcements, meeting summaries, interesting 
articles, club event information and more. Copies of 
the newsletter are www.fiatnorthwest.org.  Distribution 
is via the internet to those members with internet ac-
cess and mailed to members without access. For mem-
bership information visit the membership page or con-
tact the treasurer.  Dues are $25.00 per year per house-
hold.  Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for complete 
details:  http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 

 

Monthly Meetings 

Regular meetings are held the first Wednesday of each 
month, except in July and December.  The meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m., but many come early for dinner. 
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