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Greetings! 

 

This month marks the 34th president’s message I have written.  Doesn’t seem like it 
has been that long since I became the club’s president. 

 

I enjoyed several notable car related happenings in the weeks since the September 
newsletter.  Among them was a rendezvous with the California Melee rally in Ft. 
Bragg, California; attending a regular meeting of the Fiat America Club in Redwood 
City, a 14-day road trip in the new 500 to San Diego; and the Oregon Covered Bridge 
Tour.  Any one of these would be a high point in a regular month, so this was indeed 
a special time for me. 

 

The back story of the Oregon Covered Bridge Tour is of special interest to me because 
of how it relates to FEN.  When I became club president, in January 2009, I had two 
major goals.  One was to increase member participation and to do that I thought it 
would result from simply providing more events - turned out to not be so simple.  My 
second goal was to promote the club and attempt to make people aware of the true 
virtues and qualities of our cars.  To this end Diana and I began to attend other club’s 
events and exchange correspondence.  Thus I established a network of contacts 
among some, but not all, of the other local clubs.  There are still those who will not 
associate with Fiats, believe it or not!  Just at the end of September I receive a cold 
shoulder from someone, but that story is for another day. 

 

It is this second goal that is of interest here and provides the back story of the Oregon 
Covered Bridge Tour.  All of this came about without conscious design on my part, 
but seems to have serendipitously fallen into place.  Ten years ago Diana and I en-
tered the MG club’s Tulip Rally for the first time.  Back then neither of us had any 
idea what the event was about and no idea how to go about it.  The bottom line is that 
we were totally hooked on gimmick rallies!  We have done as many of them since 
then as we have been able to do.  We also didn’t realize that multi-day tours existed. 

 

Eventually we increased our participation and have not looked back.  At some point 
in time I learned of the California Melee (for pre-1976 cars, an event which is a par-
ody of a very exclusive and expensive event for pre-1957 cars) and began to follow the 
exploits of the Bay Area vintage car community.  It is somewhat underground, but 
they are welcoming once they realize you share their insanity about driving old, un-
restored cars on back roads. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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In 2007 Diana and I spent a week in the Willamette Valley 
touring the countryside and realized the area is perfect for a 
multi-day tour venue.  Here are covered bridges, wineries, 
nice winding roads, and good lodging venues.  Thus began 
our half-hearted effort to put a tour together.  In 2009 I 
learned of the Spring Thaw Rally for pre-1979 cars, but it 
was too late to enter and we just were not ready to under-
take something that big.  But here was an event close to 
home and our car was old enough to enter, so I began the 
process of preparing for the 2010 event.  Some of you may 
remember little steps I have taken along the way such as 
our tool kit challenge, the tech handouts about winter stor-
age and spring re-awakening, and the article with tips about 
preparing your car for a long road trip.  This past November 
four of us conducted a half-day workshop to learn about 
and improve our skills to prepare turn-by-turn route in-
structions.  All of these were just small individual steps 
along the way to an end, a dream.  And they had the addi-
tional benefit of providing useful information to our mem-
bers and activities to engage in… 

In 2010 we completed the Spring Thaw without mishap and 
gained enough confidence and inspiration to proceed with 
our covered bridge tour.  This past January we set the 
wheels in motion and to our great joy and relief we were 
able to fill our event. 

Without really being aware of what was happening, we fol-
lowed a path and met with success; gained experience about 
what seems to work and what doesn’t work; learned a great 
deal about staging such events; and met many people who 
share our passion to drive old cars on back roads.  It has 
been great fun and very rewarding and without the net-
working it would not have been possible—it pays to make 
acquaintance with our sisters and brothers in other clubs! 

Which brings me up to now and something I feel sad about.  
We have some people in our club who share my passion 
about cars, who participate and enjoy the hobby.  We all 
started from a point of limited knowledge, experience, and 
skills, but by taking part in club activities we have learned a 
bunch and experienced joy with our cars.  I wish more of 
our members would take more interest in club activities, 
come out to an event and share the joy with the rest of us. 

After all, while driving the car is great fun, it is the interac-
tion with the people that makes the hobby so enjoyable! 

 

Ciao 

Bert 

 

F.E.N. September meeting minutes-North 
Meeting 

 

President Bert Cripe called the meeting to order at 7:30 
p.m., September 7, 2011. 

There were no guests;  22 members were present. In Terry’s  

F.E.N. September meeting minutes-con’d 
 

absence, Bert gave the Treasurer’s Report; we are solvent 
and there are 59 paid members. 

Congratulations to Fiat of Kirkland for being # 1 in the na-
tion for new car sales for the month of August. 

Bert has only one glass anniversary mug left, but more can 
be purchased through the web site, along with other club 
merchandise. 

Reminder that Festa Italiana at the Seattle Center is the 
weekend of the 24 & 25 of September. Our club will be 
showing our cars on Saturday, the 24th . A registration form 
can be found on our website. You must register to be al-
lowed on the grounds of the center. If you are not sure if 
you can attend, it is better to register and then not be able 
to go, than to not register at all.  

Diana Cripe gave a report on “:Knocker Knitters” a group of 
women on the peninsula who are knitting prostheses for 
breast cancer patients.. She stated any donations would be 
appreciated. Apparently women are raving about these be-
cause they are much more comfortable than the ones the 
doctors provide, and much less chafing on a newly operated 
on chest. They provide these for free to the patients, so any 
money donated would be used directly for supplies. 

LeRoy Meitzner has a 1970 Fiat for sale. Mike Wayte will 
put it on the BS list. 

Bert asked for volunteers to be on the nominating commit-
tee for this year’s elections. Mike Wayte, Dan Rian and 
LeRoy Mietzner volunteered. 

Apparently Bob Gerttula was not able to give his presenta-
tion this evening. We hope he is not ill. 

George reported that the Holiday party would be held Sat-
urday, December 3rd at the Fairwood Church in Renton. 
The club will provide the meat and the rest will be Potluck. 

Bert mentioned that we need an event for October. There 
are lots of boilerplate rallies on the computer in the ar-
chives and someone could just resurrect one of those with 
only a little work. Volunteers? The weather is surely going 
to be good for most of the month. 

The meeting ended with the usual door prize drawings. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Suzanne (Sooz) Rian 
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Festa Italiana 2011 at the Seattle Center  

The Oregon Covered Bridge Tour was a drive put together 
by Bert and Diana Cripe over the last several years.  The 
drive started at Griot’s parking lot in Tacoma and ended, 
the third day, at McMenamin’s Olympic Club in Chehalis, 
where the group gathered for lunch.  Approximately 465 
miles were covered from start to finish, excluding side trips 
to wineries, outlet malls, etc. 

The participants consisted of 23 cars plus an “Advanced 
Scouts” car with Diana Cripe & Venita Goodrich, and a 
Sweep/Roadside Assistance car manned by Bert Cripe.  
The 4 Canadian participant teams drove a 1964 MG B, 
2006 Mini Cooper S, 1997 Aston Martin DB7 and 1973 Lo-
tus Europa. US participants drove MGAs, MGBs and Midg-
ets, a Porsche 911, Fiats, an Alfa, Mini Coopers and a  Pin-
infarina.  

Festa Italiana 2011 at the Seattle Center  

Oregon Covered Bridge Tour 

I always think of this event as marking the end of another 
car season. Sort of the last show as it were.  

We had very few participants from F.E.N. this year: Former 
members, Jack and Wendy Luker, in their red 1970 ; Jain 
McCaughan in her “in ze buff” beige 1980, both 124 Spiders 
and members Don and  Cheryl Wengard in their dulce 1967  
850 sedan, and, of course, Dan and I in our 1982 Spider, 
Guisseppe. There were also 6 Ferraris present. 

No sign of an Alfa anywhere! Nor any other members of our 
club!  

We can remember past years when it rained heavily, but 
this year, it was an overcast, very pleasant, 74 degrees, with 
occasional shade. 

Although we gave out many club flyers to passers-by, we 
didn’t sign up anyone for our mailing list. 

FIAT was represented with a factory rep from back east and 
they gave out red FIAT bags and water glasses. The spokes-
woman advised me that they just borrowed some vehicles 
to show from local dealers in Tacoma and Kirkland.  There 
were about 6 of the new Cinquecentos. They were a big hit 
with people climbing all over them. The Ducati club of Seat-
tle had about 6 scooters for show. 

We had a lot of the usual remarks, “ I used to have one of 
these...” and many people wanting to take their pictures 
with our vehicles. 

This year Chef Nick Stellino was back with his demon-
strations, as well as Chef Rosella Rago  from ‘Cooking 
with Nonna’,  sharing some delightful  Italian desserts. 
The publication of the Festa, by Pacific Publishing, kindly 
mentioned our club as participating. And, of course, all 
the food available for purchase contributed to the won-
derful smells on the air : onions, peppers, basil, Isernio’s 
Sausage and rosemary. It wouldn’t be Festa without pur-
chasing a sip of Italian wine and a loaf of Borchini’s Ital-
ian bread. Ahhh the taste of Italy! 

We left just as large raindrops began to fall. 

We want to thank our friends for joining us for another 
delightful Italian Day! 

Sooz and Dan Rian 
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Oregon Covered Bridge Tour con’d Oregon Covered Bridge Tour con’d 

The place featured toilets and showers “down the hall”.  
Kind of a novel experience, but that’s how it was done in 
1922.  The group started gathering at the hotel bar after 
3:00 and gravitated to an empty ‘gathering’ room that en-
abled the whole group to congregate.  Dinner was on your 
own. 

The group got together for Continental breakfast at the Al-
ice Inkley room at 0800, drivers’ meeting at 0930 and first 
car out at 1000. The drive took us past various farms, 
Christmas tree farms, pumpkin patches and curves and 
hills. At Stayton we came to the Stayton-Jordan Bridge, 
built in 1998 to replace the one that was lost to fire in 1994.   

The Stayton-Jordan Bridge, built in 1998 to replace the 
one destroyed by fire in 1994 

Bert and Diana had arranged for the Covered Bridge Café 
to provide lunch.   

 

 The group gathered at Griot’s for coffee, pastries and an 
opportunity to see the new Griot’s.  If you had visited 
their Fife location, you will find their new digs a real sur-
prise.  It is a combination museum, retail store, short-
order restaurant and demonstration showroom.  At 0930, 
the designated drivers meeting kicked off with Bert giving 
us last minute updates to the instructions.  The drivers’ 
package was very thorough and complete with an over-
view Itinerary, detailed driving instructions, maps to the 
Centralia Outlets as well as addresses of numerous winer-
ies along the way.  

For a drive of this length, one would expect to spend 
some time on the Interstate system we have in Washing-
ton and Oregon.  Bert and Diana managed to hold free-
way driving to two miles: we entered I-5 at Exit 118 and 
exited at Exit 116. Lunch was “on your own”, but many 
participants went with the recommended Burger place in 
Centralia.  The last 50 or so miles in Washington covered 
the same route as the Seattle to Portland bike ride that a 
few members of the group do each July.  We went 
through the business district of Longview and then across 
the Lewis & Clark Bridge to Oregon and then west on 
highway US 30.  The bridge is impressive to drive.  It is 
even more impressive when crossing it on a bicycle with 
cars passing you.  

After a couple of miles we headed east on Oregon Hwy 47 
for 40+ miles of fun hills and curves. 

We arrived in Forest Grove and slowed to find the hotel 
as we had been warned that it “comes up fast on your 
right”. The hotel, McMenamin’s Grand Lodge, is a stately 
affair built in 1922 as a Masonic & Eastern Star home.   
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Oregon Covered Bridge Tour con’d 

We started Monday with Continental breakfast, checking 
out and a drivers’ meeting.  The drive to the Lewis & Clark 
Bridge was filled with hills and curves. Then it was over the 
bridge and to McMenamin’s Olympic Club in Chehalis for 
lunch and farewells.   

The tour included three more bridges, each about 7 miles 
from the previous one.  The bridges are watched after by 
the Oregon Covered Bridge Society and draw a steady 
stream of people who photograph the various structures.   

There are many covered bridges in Oregon beyond the four 
we visited. 

The Shimanek Bridge, built in 1966 

The Hoffman Bridge, built in 1936 

The Gilkey Bridge, built in 1939 

The group gathered for dinner at the Alice Inkley room 
and wrapped up the day with stories and shared impres-
sions of the drive. 

Oregon Covered Bridge Tour con’d 
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Oregon Covered Bridge Tour con’d Oregon Covered Bridge Tour con’d 

Eventually the wreck was cleared and we made it through 
Tacoma and to Seattle without further holdups. 

A very enjoyable trip.  Many of didn’t know that Oregon 
had covered bridges! 

Thanks Bert and Diana for a very enjoyable weekend.  

More Pictures 

 

One of our Canadian friends,  Kathy Hahn, posted many 
more photographs on Flickr (see below) 
 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/46696371@N07/
sets/72157627693311689/ 

Thin October 

You may notice that October is kind of thin when it comes 
to activities (November doesn’t look a whole lot better.) We 
sure could use someone to step up to lead a drive. 

Some of us decided to take I-5 as the quickest way to get 
back to Seattle.  Unfortunately, north of Olympia there was 
an accident which put a damper on our progress.  One 
creature that did not mind the stop and go traffic was a 
terrier in the next car with pink rimed shades. 

Wine tasting stop in Carlton 

Lunch stop in Pioneer Park at Stayton 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758 
spiders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-1202 
cecilia66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-640-2994, 
tmzeitner@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  
 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that in-
cludes club announcements, meeting summaries, 
interesting articles, club event information and 
more. Copies of the newsletter are distributed to 
paid members.  Distribution is via the internet to 
those members with internet access and mailed to 
members without access. For membership informa-
tion visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/
couple. Checks can be made payable to "FIAT En-
thusiasts Northwest". Online membership signup/
renewal is available through Paypal.  Please see our 
website for details. 

See web-site for more info on events. 

http://ww.fiatnorthwest.org 

October 2011 
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