
1 

Newsletter 

  

August 2011 

Messaggio dal Presidente: 

Photo Landmark 
Rally & Apex Airport 
Party 

2 

Annual FEN Picnic 3 

Citroen Green River 
Car Tour 

4 

Alfa Car Show  6 

Contact Info                            7 

  

  

Inside this issue: 

Volume 20, Issue 8 

                

  

 

Greetings! 

and I hope you are enjoying your summer ‘time of the year’ as much as I am!  
Coming up this month we have the Photo Landmark Rally & party in Kitsap 
County and there is always Griot’s Caffeine & Gasoline for a leisurely first 
Saturday car distraction.  A representative from Fiat of Tacoma will be our 
guest at the regular meeting to tell us about this new Fiat Studio. 

July was filled with events.  To recap there was the SOVREN Historics on the 
3rd; our annual Picnic & tour on the 10th; the North West Citroen Owner’s 
Club tour on the 23rd; and the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club’s Viva Italia car 
show on the 24th.  Diana received an invitation to the MG club’s ‘Lavender 
Rallye’, but her work hours prevented our participation.  Having attended the 
first four of those events you can imagine that I have been very busy!  But 
having fun with my cars and meeting people is the whole point of this hobby 
in my view. 

Over the past two and a half years I have attempted to build relationships 
with both local car clubs and Italian car clubs in other parts of the country.  
This networking has rewarded me with new acquaintances and invitations to 
participate in some of these other clubs’ events.  In September, Diana and I 
expect to attend the Fiat America club’s regular meeting in the Bay Area.  I 
encourage you to get involved with our clubs’ events, see how they run a tour 
or rally, and learn about the issues they face with their vintage machines.  
Good times are waiting to be enjoyed!  In addition the Alfa club has asked 
Gordy Hyde (member of both clubs) to be the liaison between our two clubs.  
This will help to keep both clubs informed of each others’ activities and help 
prevent schedule conflicts when possible.  Currently we have an agreement 
that members of either club are welcome to attend either club’s driving 
events.  We have several club members who belong to more than one local 
car club, which is adding to the networking, fostering cooperation and under-
standing between clubs, and adding to the potential for everyone’s enjoy-
ment.  Earlier this year George and I met with representatives from the MG 
club and the Puget Sound Mini club.  Our focus was on sharing ideas and ex-
periences about our three clubs’ efforts to hold car shows at the XXX Root 
Beer Drive-in. 
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Looking ahead to September, it will be time once again to 
form a nominating committee to assemble a slate of candi-
dates for the 2012 election to be held in November.  There 
are two driving events left this year.  Neither one has estab-
lished details yet, we are open to suggestions as to an area 
to tour, a route or theme, or any other ideas you may have 
to share.   

Also in September at our regular meeting, club members 
Marianne and Bob Gerttula will tell us about their big MG 
road trip to the ‘Rallye to Reno’ for the this year’s national 
MG meet. 

Last but not least, please welcome Van Parys and Amy 
Lynn Putnam of Issaquah, our newest members. 

Ciao 

Bert 

 

Saturday, August 13th, 10 am for rally 
drivers’ meeting and 1 pm for party 

 

FEN member Charlie Bernert has invited the club to 
attend this private airport's annual party.  Before the 
event, we will have an optional gimmick rally or tour 
(the route can simply be driven as a tour if desired), 
beginning on Bainbridge Island.  The drivers’ meeting 
location is at the intersection of SR 305 and NE High 

School Rd in the parking lot of the Ace Hardware store 
on the east side of SR 305.  The route will meander 
about the island and then continue in North Kitsap 
County before ending at the airport.  This is a potluck 
affair, so plan to bring a side dish to share with 10-12 
other people and BYOB if you desire to do so. There 
will be live music performed by FEN member Rex 
Rice's group.  There will be a fly-in with airplanes on 
display. 

The gimmick rally will be another totally new type of 
event for us, called a photo landmark rally. Partici-
pants will be given a set of photos.  The challenge will 
be to find the subject in the photos while following the 
route instructions and then to record your odometer 
reading at the closest point to the subject. Points will 
be added to or subtracted from your total according to 
a scoring plan. And to put everyone on a level playing 
field we'll run an odometer correction factor course as 
the first part of the rally. The basic technique was ex-
plained in the May issue of our newsletter, available at 
the website. 

PLEASE RSVP to spides@wavecable.com (360-731-
8758) so that we can have sufficient copies of the 
route instructions available and I can give a headcount 
to our host for the meal.   

 

 

President’s Message 

Continued 

Photo Landmark Gimmick Rally and 
Apex Airport Party  

  APEX AIRPORT PARTY—CONTINUED 
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The 2011 FEN picnic was held on Sunday, July 10 at 
Greg and Elinor's house in Olympia. 

Some attendees drove directly to their home, but quite 
a few of us did the tour. We started at Griot's in Ta-
coma.  We expected to have the Griot’s parking lot to 
ourselves since it was a Sunday morning, but as we 
turned into the lot we notice was almost filled by the  
the 442 club.  We pulled into the first open area we 
saw, near the street thinking we were the first FEN-
sters there.  Just before we were ready to leave on the 
tour someone notice more of our group on the other 
side to the lot.  We finally got everyone together for 
the driver's meeting.  We had two new 500s, a couple 
of spiders, three X1/9s, and two daily driver cars.  
This was the first time a lady in the group had ever 
been on a tour. 

FEN  

Annual Picnic 

We left Tacoma and meandered on back roads to Olym-
pia.  The route took us to Boston Harbor, a place I imag-
ined few had visited before due it its remote location.  
This proved to be the case and because of the nice 
weather and clear sky we had a beautiful view of 
Pickering Passage and the Olympic Peninsula across the 
water. 

Greg had built an outdoor pizza and bread oven and was 
busy baking great pizzas the entire time. Elinor was in 
the kitchen a lot of the time, preparing the food too.  At 
the end they were taking leftovers from the potluck and 
putting some of them on the pizzas, which made for 
some interesting and very yummy combinations.  There 
was a great crowd with all kinds of cars.  Members of 
the X-19 club were there too, as well as a couple of Fiat 
faithful from Oregon!  There was a lot of great food and 
great company.  The lady who had not been on a tour 
before really liked it.  Greg and Elinor have chickens, 
goats, and a nice garden, which helped make for a great 
day in the country.  The weather was beautiful so it was 
nice to have everyone outside.  The final car count was 
three new 500s, five 124 spiders, nine X1/9s, one 128 
sedan, and two daily drivers with at least 37 people in 
attendance.  It was difficult to get an accurate count 
since everyone was spread out on the property.  Just be-
fore the party started to breakup we heard a somewhat 
familiar sound and into the clearing came a white 600.  
Dave and Judy had tipped off the owner about the party 
when they saw him in town. 
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Preparation for this event began the evening before as 
I scrambled to replace my 124 spider’s ignition switch 
with a used spare I found in the storage shed (a free-
bie, networking does pays off).  That job went well 
once I notice that two screws, not one, hold the switch 
assembly in place! 

Saturday, July 23rd began as cool, but sunny day, as I 
drove 33 year old spider to Southworth and onto the 
ferry bound for West Seattle.  The designed meeting 
point was Fort Dent Park, but upon arrival the organ-
izer, Peter Engle (who joined us last year for the Fall 
Finale tour) discovered that a $5.00 per car entry fee 
was in effect.  So instead of wasting $5.00 each, we 
did the sensible thing, we parked on the access street 
to a nearby professional park and drank coffee.  One 
by one the cars began to arrive.  In spite of the name it 
is actually a club for all French cars.  We ended up 
with a mix of six Citroens, two Panhards, two Fiats, an 
Alfa Romeo and a Honda (owned by a couple who in-
tend to buy a Citroen once they finish a home remodel 
job).  This was the first time I felt as if my Fiat was a 
normal, common, every day car! 

 

Our route took us on a mix of suburban and county 
roads all the way to Black Diamond.  We made a 
sight as our mix of cars snaked along the Green 
River.  People would stop what they were doing to 
watch us pass. Our goal was to have pizza at the Black 
Diamond Pizza and Deli. If you have never been there 
it is worth making it the destination for a drive.  The 
interior is decorated with a tremendous assortment of 
various kinds of stuff.  The pizza was good and the 
conversations were even better.  

 

 

 

A very nice group of guys and gals and a very interest-
ing mix of French and Italian cars and we had a won-
derful drive on a beautiful day.  The Baumanns, my co
-worker Klaus (Alfa club member) & his 5 year old 
son, and I were treated exceptionally well.  Angelina 
and Klaus' son played well together and seeming had 
a good time to boot.  Klaus, who is from Austria, grew 
up with these cars in his family and hopes to purchase 
a Citroen DS in the near future.  I learned something 
about French cars, which was easy since I knew al-
most nothing to begin with!  I am enthusiastically 
looking forward to more adventures with these enthu-
siastic car owner and , I hope one or two of them will 
participate in our next tour. 

 

Northwest Citroen Owners Club Green River Tour 
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Citroen Tour 

Concluded 
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Viva Italia! 

Sunday, July 24th, was the Northwest Alfa Romeo 
Club's Viva Italia! car show at the Columbia Winery 
in Woodinville.  Another great day of visiting with car 
crazy people!  There was a good mix of old and new 
Italian cars in attendance.  For some reason a Citroen 
2CV appeared and was ushered in to join the display.  
The warm, sunny day added to the atmosphere of the 
show’s leisurely pace and attitude.  On the way there 
we fell in behind a beautiful 1950s-something Giuli-
etta coupe, the owner I had met at an Alfa club meet-
ing awhile back.  At that meeting he had just returned 
from participating in the upscale California Mille 
Miglia, a 1000 mile, 4 day tour on California back 
roads.  It is good to see these old cars actually being 
driven. 

Fiat of Kirkland had three new 500s on display, which 
predictably drew a good deal of attention.  I was very 
impressed with the interiors of the three cars on dis-
play.  The new convertible version is very interesting 

with its folding top and fixed sides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My 

only negative comment about the day was the lack of 
food and drink available, you were out of luck if you 
didn’t want wine and cheese purchased from the win-
ery.  However, I have only myself to blame since we 
did purchase a combination picnic bag/soft cooler just 
for such occasions, but it seems to forget to use! 

I met a fellow Kitsap resident who is an Italian scooter 
and French car owner as well as an Alfa owner.  He 
related that his scooter club occasionally holds tours 
in Kitsap County, so I offered to share a set of local 
route instructions with him.  A new 500 owner and a 
new owner of a 124 spider were made aware of our 
club.  I was happy to be able to attend this year, since 
I missed it last year and look forward to next year’s 
event. 

Alfa Car Show 

July  24 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-
1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-
640-2994, tmzeitner@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

See web-site for more info on events. 

August 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

MEETING 
SOUTH 

APEX AIR-
PORT PARTY 



 

  Half Fast Lap of Washington          September 24—26, 2011 

FEN is invited to join The NW Alfa Romeo 

Club on this year’s Half Fast Lap of Washing-

ton.  The 3 day tour will start by heading to 

Yakima, then a bunch of back roads and end 

in Walla Walla on Saturday… which will end 

with an evening at a local brewery.  Since 

this is also Crush week we may stop at a 

winery along the way.   

Sunday we’ll enjoy the great roads, towns 

and history that is the Palouse area.  This 

will include stops to see the marvelous Pa-

louse Falls, touring a Dam on the Snake 

River as well as a drive to the top of Steptoe 

Butte.  We then wander many miles across 

the “Scablands” created by Glacial Lake Missoula, then 

end the day at Soap Lake.   

Monday has us heading up Grand Coulee to the Dry 

Falls area, then east to Moses Coulee.  Later in the day 

we will visit the Wild Horse Wind Farm, and enjoy the 

Old Vantage Hwy before returning to the wetter side of 

the mountains.   

Eastern Washington members can meet us in Yakima 

on Saturday morning!  Don’t miss out… and make your 

Hotel reservations by calling them today.  The Alfa club 

block of rooms are being held.  

Saturday night 9/24:                                                    

Colonial Inn  Walla Walla   509-529-1220 

Sunday night 9/25:                                                             

Inn At Soap Lake    800-557-8514  

Optional… for those wanting to head out early on Friday and 

drive to Yakima for Friday 

night.  This group would 

have an extra tour of Top-

penish or Prosser before 

meeting up Sat AM for the 

rest of the day drive.    

If you like the Friday op-

tion, contact me at:                                   

FKTMRussell@msn.com 

A Northwest Alfa Romeo Club Event 

Too fast to photograph… 

The rolling hills of the Palouse 

Palouse Falls 

Wild Horse Wind Farm 

Heading up Grand Coulee 

Lower Granite Dam 


