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While the weather was less than pleasant, we did not allow it to dampen our spirits on 
the 2011 Tour Primavera.  I want to offer a very big thank you to Tina and Dave 
Pruczinski for their work to produce another great spring tour.  Of special interest to 
me were the roads I have not driven before.  Well done on your route and BBQ efforts! 

 

Next up is our June driving event, a ‘photo checkpoint’ gimmick rally.  Imagine a scav-
enger hunt with a slight twist; you photograph certain landmarks with your driver, 
navigator, or car in the photo, at locations you must find your own route to.  Something 
new and different, a challenging and fun event to try. 

 

We expect two guests at our June meeting: Fred Russell will take a few minutes to de-
scribe and invite us to the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club’s July event at Columbia Win-
ery.  I hope many of us will attend, since we owe the Alfa folks for their strong contin-
ued support of our car show. 

 

Ken Bottini, president of the MG club, will be our main speaker.  However, he’ll be rep-
resenting SOVREN’s July Historics, an event that raises money for Seattle Children’s 
Hospital.  We hope he’ll also reminisce about his 27 year involvement with the Tulip 
Rally.  (Perhaps once and for all, we’ll find out if this was truly his last year staging the 
event.)  This year our club will not pre-purchase tickets for the Historics, instead we 
will take your pre-paid orders, purchase that number of tickets, and then have them 
ready for you by the event day. 

 

Over the past couple of months Terry and I have been working to get IRS income tax 
exemption status approved for the club.  In the research to accomplish this I found the 
following guidelines the IRS uses in determining if a club meets the requirements. 

Characteristics of a club include:  membership of individuals; the existence of personal 
contact; commingling; fellowship among members; sharing of active interests amongst 
members; and sharing of goals by members justifying the existence of the organization. 

Reflecting upon these requirements, I think we have in place an organization and 
schedule of events which meet these points.  Touching upon each one… 

 

Membership of individuals: we don’t issue blanket membership to other organizations 
or employees of businesses.  All of our members are individual people. 

 

The existence of personal contact: we hold business and social meetings, share meals, 
and hold driving events attended by our members.  By their very nature these require 
us to meet in person. 
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Commingling and fellowship among members: again this 
is satisfied by our meetings and events. 

Sharing of active interests amongst members: our driving 
and tech sessions allow us to focus, as a group, 
upon the maintenance and operation of our auto-
mobiles. 

Sharing of goals by members: Certainly our working to-
gether to hold our car show, driving and social 
events (picnics and pot lucks) indicates our desire 
to work together to reach a goal.  

So what does this all mean to you?  It means the club pro-
vides a variety of opportunities for your enjoyment and 
benefit.  The question then becomes: are you getting all you 
can from your experience as a member of the club?  Do we, 
the officers, provide the opportunities you seek from your 
club?  Are there things about the club you feel need to be 
changed?  How can we improve the club to better serve 
you?  These are questions that must be constantly asked by 
the officers, but only you, the members, can answer them!  
We need to hear from you on a regular basis. 

Finally, I want to welcome Tracy Kingstone to the club as 
our most recent new member.  Tracy is, I believe, the fourth 
member of FEN who is also a member of the Northwest 
Alfa Romeo Club.  She recently purchased a 2012 Fiat 500 
PE edition.   

Ciao,  

Bert 

 

 
 

As we entered Mia Roma, our meeting place, we found out 
that the business had been sold and the new owner had not 
received a new liquor license. The good news was that we 
still had our regular wait- person, Kevin, who has given us 
such good service in the past  

President Bert Cripe brought the meeting to order and rec-
ognized new members, Michael Coyote, Tracy Kingstone 
with her new Fiat 500 and visitors Doug and Steve Billiers. 
Approximately 35 members were present. 

We have 57 paid memberships and are solvent. Our Treas-
urer was not present for the meeting, so we did not have a 
formal report on the All Italian Car Show we held.  How-
ever, Bert did mention that because of the rain, our turnout 
was less, thus we had less income. And since we did not 
hold a raffle at the car show this year, our donation to LEO 
will be smaller this year. 

May, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Minutes 

Member Bob Gerttula was the speaker this month. He and 
his wife, Marianne, went on the BC Spring Thaw tour, 
which consisted of 60 cars, 1400 miles and 3 days. . Their 
weather turned out to be beautiful all three days, which al-
lowed them to view the glorious scenery unobstructed. They 
traveled all the way up to 100 Mile House and ended at Sun 
peaks east of Kamloops.   The cost was  $435 per car, which 
included lodging and some meals. The end banquet was a 
lot of fun with ‘hard luck’ and McGiver awards. Bob said 
that though he and Marianne have done the tour before, 
they would do it again without hesitation. 

The meeting continued with a report from Norm about the 
Spring Tune-up Rally. There were 11 cars, traveled about 
175 miles and met at Alfie’s after the rally. It was noted that 
this was the 30th year for the MG Tulip Rally. There were 
approximately 308 cars entered. Congratulations to Bert 
and Diana Cripe, who won first place for Fiat. 

We briefly discussed the up-coming calendar events for the 
year:  

Saturday, May 21st is the Primavera tour that begins in Issa-
quah and ends at Pruczinski’s in Monroe. The main dish 
will be provided and a sign-up list was passed around for 
appetizers and dessert. 

Norm briefly discussed the June photo rally. Drivers will 
receive questions and have to provide addresses or pictures 
of the answer. He recommended you bring a good map of 
Seattle and you will need a picture of you, your navigator 
and car at the checkpoint to prove you were there. It begins 
at the Southcenter parking lot. More specific info will follow 
before the rally. 

Our traditional July picnic will be hosted at Greg and Elinor 
Smith’s in Lacey this year on Sunday, July 10.  It was sug-
gested we queue up at Griot’s and then caravan down. 

Charlie Bernert invited the club to his house for a hangar 
party at the airport in Silverdale on August 13th. If it rains, it 
won’t matter. He has live music and he and Vickie would 
love us to join them. Sooz Rian made a motion to accept the 
offer. 

Bert mentioned that he would like this year, our anniver-
sary year, to do something special, like a BBQ, There were 
many suggestions made and the final decision was tabled 
for later. 

Sunday, July 24,  the Alfa Club is sponsoring an  All Italian 
Car Show in Woodinville at Columbia Winery. Entry is free, 
but they recommend non-perishable food or cash for Hope 
Link. The winery is having a wine tasting and discounts on 
food. Weather should be great by then.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Suzanne Rian, North Secretary 

May, 2011 Meeting Minutes (con’d) 
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The tour was a scenic drive through the Snoqualmie, 
Tolt and Skykomish valleys with stops to interest both 
garden nursery and vintage car enthusiasts alike. It 
started in Issaquah and ended with a potluck BBQ at 

the Pruczinski's home  in Snohomish. 

The day started out kind of promising as we headed 
east on I-90 to Issaquah to find the coffee stand called 
Your Espresso on Front Street.  The directions said 
the coffee stand was in the Staples parking lot.  No 
problem.  At 10:00 we were looking for a few more 
participants and at 10:15 held the drivers meeting 
with 11 drivers and navigators.   

Dave and Tina handed out the driving instructions and explained 
the overall trip.  Sounded like some new roads in eastern King 
County.  In addition, there was Remlinger Farms and a couple 
of nurseries to tempt us to part with some of our money.  

The weather for the drive was dry sometimes and drizzly some 
times.  Some of the participants tried the tour with the top down, 
although eventually even the most dedicated drivers gave up 
rather than raise and lower the top all through the day.   

At about 20 miles into the 80-mile drive we approached the 
Remlinger Farm. The farm offered lots of opportunities to pur-
chase produce, wine, pies, gifts, lunch and more.  A very large 
place that could have taken a couple of hours to see . 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TOUR PRIMAVERA 
May 21, 2011 
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From there we proceeded to the Boxhill Farm Nursery.  
Lots of interesting plants and more than a few purchases.  
The picture doesn’t begin to capture the collection of plants 
and garden goodies on display.  

 

From there we settled into some serious driving.  It was 
another 30 miles before we drove into Pine Creek Nurs-
ery.  These folks also invite experts to explain gardening.  
One of the shots shows a banner they had displayed for a 
speaker the previous week.   

Several of us have been FEN members for years and par-
ticipated in many east King County drives, but like all the 
drives, there is always a road we haven’t seen.   

If you want to see the area, you should come along for the 

ride.  

TOUR PRIMAVERA (Con’d) 

One more stop at the Stockings Garden Nursery and 
Fresh Fruit stand and we were off to Dave and Tina’s.  A 
great setting in the country with a garage to die for.  A walk 
around the garage and you can find enough projects to 
keep you busy for years.  One is a neglected Fiat 600 that is 
going to take a lot of time to restore.  It can be seen through 
the open garage door. 

Every one brought a side dish to go with the Italian sausage 
cooked on the grill and had a great Saturday afternoon.  
The weather cooperated and a good time was had by all.   

FEN PHOTO CHECKPOINT RALLY 

When: Saturday, Jun 11, 2011 

Where: Westfield Shopping Center, Tukwila, 
WA  

Description: Norm (206-248-2596) is hosting 
this event, something totally new to us - a Photo 
Checkpoint gimmick rally. Starting point is the 
NW corner parking lot of the Westfield Shopping 
Center, Tukwila. You will need a digital cam-
era, of some sort, to participate in this event - a 
film camera will not work - we need instant 
gratification! Each team will be given several 
photographs and a list of locations where the 
photographs were made. Your mission, should 
you accept it, is to refer to a Seattle street map to 
find your own route, one you believe to be the 
shortest distance, which will take you to all of the 
sites. At each site you will photograph your car or 
your driver or navigator in front of the landmark 
shown in the supplied photo. The team with the 
most correct photos and the lowest mileage from 
start to finish will win! What will you win? we 
don't know yet, but it will be better than a poke 
in the eye for sure! 
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This article appeared in the May issue of FAST, the news-
letter of FIAT America, the Fiat/Lancia club in the Bay Area.  
If you are not familiar of the Steve McQueen movie Bullitt 
(1968), you should rent it and discover the movie that 
stated the car chase genre of films.  Bert 

FIATs in San Francisco ... with a Bullitt! 

In my book, any tour that starts with coffee is off to a good 
start.  The Bullitt Tour organized by Jeff Trimble was no 
exception.  On the morning of April 30th, at Madhouse Cof-
fee in Brisbane, 21 FIAT America members & guests gath-
ered to kick-off an urban driving adventure, took to the road 
in an impressive variety of cars: 2 classic 500s ('60 & '63), 3 
new 500s, 2 X1/9s, a 124 Rally, 2 124 Spiders, a 2000 Spi-
der, 2 Mustangs (one a '60s classic) and a Camaro, and 
headed toward San Francisco under crystal clear California 
blue skies. 

We started out on Guadalupe Canyon Parkway (a Bullitt 
chase location) and cruised up Skyline to the Great High-
way, catching ocean views before winding by Baker Beach 
and gathering at our first stop of Fort Point to take in views 
of the Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz and downtown SF.  
Not only a great photo op, the stop also provided an oppor-
tunity to share information about FIATs, old and new, with 
the myriad of folks drawn to the cars, many asking to pose 
with the classic 500s. 

Back on the road, the second leg of the tour took us 
through more populated areas of the City before driving to 
the top of Twin Peaks for more spectacular views.  While 
many of us took photos of downtown SF and the Golden 
Gate Bridge from atop the peak, other visitors took photos 
of our FIATs. 

The third, and most challenging, leg of the tour headed 
down Cesar Chavez (formerly Army St) and by the hospital 
on Potrero Ave., covering more Bullitt chase area before 
leading us by the ball park and up California Ave. (very, 
very steep) and down Taylor St. (many of the big car jump 
scenes were here!) with one more photo op as we wound 
our way down Lombard (thanks to Dan Vee, Niels, Holly 
and others for photographing the rest of us as we snaked 
down the street).  We wrapped things up with another FIAT 
America first: cupcake & wine parings and other goodies at 
American Cupcake on Union St.  (I wonder if Steve 
McQueen was a cupcake fan?) 

Overall, a fabulous tour with fun people, great cars, and 
amazing views.  And, other than a classic 500 running out 
of gas and almost losing a license plate, there were no mis-
haps on the tour.  Extra kudos to Jeff for not only leading a 
twisty tour through the City, but somehow managing to 
make almost every left turn on the tour a protected turn! 

 

- Kristy Johnson  

 

 

 
 
 

For those purists who would like to see the minutes from the 
April meeting, see below 

FEN Regular Meeting Minutes for April 2011 

(Meeting Location: Amante) 

Meeting called to order at 7:27pm 

Introductions 

Total number of members present: 27 

Number of guests present:  0 

Names of guests: 

New Members:    Jess (1980 Spider) 

              Doug & Nick (1978 
Spider) 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Balance:    $3945 

Expenses since last month   Ins $313, IRS $400 

Current Count:   56 or 57 members 

Non-renewing Members:  2 (Lucy & Peter) 

Reports of committees: 

30th Annual Tulip Rally coming up April 27 

Thanks to Pruczinskis’s 

Announcements and Reports from Members: 

Tune-up Rally on April 9th 

Bert passed around samples of name tags 2 (ea)  #1 = “FEN” Logo, 
#2 – “Fiat” Logo 

Vote was unanimous to go with #2 (Fiat logo) 

Bert has invited a writer (Bill) & photographer (Allesandro) to attend 
the car show & submit an article to Veloce & Hemmings Maga-
zines. 

17 registrants 

Bert made 50 custom-designed dash plaques- 25 for entrants/25 for 
helpers/members 

Old Business: 

2 members have received their new 500’s (Bert and George) 

New Business: 

Bert updated on the All-Italian Car Show 

Porta pottys will be required to be supplied by the club 

Volunteers are needed 

1 vendor (Fiat of Kirkland) 

Bert  passed out maps of the show lot indicating: 

Route during registration and 

Post show parade route 

Bert made available cards & info sheets for members to hand out at the 
car show. He also handed out Fiat flyers to be given to the busi-
nesses, etc 

Oct 1-3 Oregon Covered Bridge Tour $350 

Open to pre-1980 

No door prizes were awarded 

8.    Meeting Adjourned at: 8:30 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-
1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-
640-2994, tmzeitner@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

www.fiatnorthwest.org 

June 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
FEN MTG 

SOUTH 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
PHOTO 

CHECKPOINT 
RALLY 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
GREENWOOD 

CAR SHOW 

26 
MG A CLUB 
COLUMBIA 

GORGE RAL-
LYE 

27 28 29 30   

See web-site for more info on events. 


