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April is suddenly here and I feel the time slipping away!  I have a busy month ahead as 
we prepare for the Spring Tune-up Rally on the 9th, the MG Tulip Rally on the 23rd, 
and our All Italian Car Show on the 24th.  On top of all that I am working to put the 
finishing touches on the information flyer for the Oregon Covered Bridges Tour and 
just arranged a little sponsorship from Griot’s Garage.  Plus Diana and I have other 
events in our lives to deal with and it all adds up to go-go-go! 

The Shamrock Tour on March 12th was a success!  Thanks go to LeRoy Mietzner for 
writing the tour route instructions and a big thank you to Vickie and Charlie Bernert for 
opening their wonderful home to us.  I hope I didn’t make too big a mess of their 
kitchen!  On another note, we had a really rewarding time at the welding tech session 
on March 26th and we owe Dave Pruczinski and family a very big thank you for being 
such gracious hosts by opening the shop to us and providing lunch!  Look for photos 
inside.  We have some research underway for another tech session that we may be able 
to pull off later this year.  Please let us know if you have ideas for tech sessions, we are 
always looking for them.  And thanks to Charlie Bernert for his suggestion and efforts 
to research that possible tech session subject. 

The big news for the Fiat world is of course the delivery of the new 500s.  By now most 
of the PE models are in their new owner’s hands.  I took delivery on Sunday, March 
27th.  I haven’t taken it for a long drive yet, but so far I am very impressed with its per-
formance and handling.  I took it to Griot’s Caffeine & Gasoline last Saturday—it re-
ceived a lot of attention!  Even though I consider myself computer literate, I am almost 
overwhelmed with all of the electronic features!  One very nice feature of the car is the 
hill holder, which gives you about 2 seconds to move your foot from the brake pedal to 
the gas pedal when starting from a stop on a hill.  Nice feature! 

In the works and planned to be delivered at the car show will be new name badges for 
you.  We will take a vote at the April meeting to determine which is the most popular 
layout.  If you haven’t done so already check out the four versions at our website and 
vote by email if you can’t attend the meeting on the 6th.  The badges will be laminated 
for durability and should last a long time.  I also need the correct spelling for your 
name as you want it to appear and the year you joined the club to include on the badge.  
I’ll have a ‘signup’ sheet at the meeting. 

The big topic at the April meeting will be the car show.  I’ll have some handouts for 
those of you who intend to work and a special, small surprise to reveal.  I suggest you 
submit your registration form sooner than later!  And remember it is the car show that 
allows us to have one of the lowest yearly dues in the Italian car club community, to do 
a few extra things during the year, and to continue to have quality door prizes at our 
meetings.  Thanks for your support and your work on the big day! 

One last item is to welcome Jess Valmonte, of Issaquah, as the latest new member to 
our club and thanks to everyone who has renewed their membership for 2011! 

Ciao 

Bert 
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Meeting Minutes, March 2nd, North 

 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by President, Bert Cripe at 
7:30 p.m. We scooted through the business meeting, so we 
could focus on our visiting guest speakers, Jon Sherrell and 
Erin Alexander from Rairdon’s Chrysler Plymouth, Fiat in 
Kirkland. 

 

The treasurer reported we are solvent and have 48 or 49 
renewals of membership. We also are applying for an E.I.N. 
with IRS as a non-profit since they have changed the rules 
since we received our first 501  (c)  (3) status. 

 

March 12th is the Shamrock Tour that ends at Vicki and 
Charlie’s home in Silverdale for a meal of corned beef and 
cabbage. Sounds like fun. 

 

Norm advised that the annual Tune Up Rally will be April 
9th and begins with the breakfast/drivers’ meeting at Max-
well’s in Marysville, with the rally starting approx 10:50 
a.m. 

 

We were reminded that our car show is April 24th at the 
XXX in Issaquah. 

 

Our speakers delighted us by bringing a brand-new Fiat 
500 to the meeting, so that we could see it in the flesh! Jon 
advised us that he anticipates that by April 1st, 35-40 
Prima’s will be available. He said that the enthusiasm and 
dedication coming from Italy regarding the new Fiat, melds 
well with Chrysler here in the US. He believes that the Alfas 
will arrive sometime in the next 12 months and a converti-
ble model this year; the Abarth perhaps in the 4th quarter, 
as perhaps the short launch of the cinquecento. 

 

Jon believes that with Fiat 500 USA, there are some good 
dealers and some who don’t seem to care. There is confu-
sion of MSRP and destination fee. Obviously, Jon and Erin 
work well with our club. He said that orders would go to 
Prima clubs first, then to the general public. The demand  

 

 

 

 

off the website is incredible: www.FiatUSAofKirkland.com 

 

Jon then presented a short video of a test drive on a closed 
course. The new 500 has a one second base acceleration 
and an incredibly tight turning radius, thus making for very 
tight corners and fun to drive. 

 

The lounge and the sport are similar in the rear to the 500. 
Jon anticipates that when everything settles down the new 
Fiat will have a crash rating of 4 or 5 because there are 7 air 
bags. 

 

Now, for our opinion of the (can’t say cute!) Bella Fiat 500: 

 Fiat has more storage in the back than a mini. 

 The seats are incredibly comfortable. I sat in the drivers 
seat and had a passenger who was over 6 feet and he 
was as comfortable as I. When you shut the door, you 
hear that nice, tight sound of a quality car. Visibility 
was very good.  I’m drooling   (over the Fiat, not my 
passenger!). 

 We agree with Jon that the fit, finish and quality sell 
itself. 

 

Jon and Erin then gave out some toy Fiat 500’s as door 
prizes. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Sooz Rian, north secretary. 

March, 2011 Meeting Minutes 
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On March 12 we were introduced to a new drive planner, 
LeRoy Mietzner, who put together the Shamrock Tour for a 
very pleasant drive around Bainbridge Island that ended at 
Charlie and Vickie Bernert’s gracious home for a real St 
Paddy’s corned beef and cabbage meal. Nineteen members 
and three guests participated.  

 

The weather was the only feature that didn’t cooperate, as it 
rained a good portion of the drive.  Some of us caught the 
7:55 ferry so we could have breakfast at the Streamliner 
Diner on Winslow Way.  The place was nearly empty when 
we arrived but quickly filled up. Great breakfast in a small  

Appropriate head-gear passed out at the drivers meet-
ing. 

 

town diner.  We had some time to kill before the drivers’ 
meeting and visited, what else, some of the shops to leave a 
few more dollars for the locals. 

Fortunately a portion of the parking lot was covered so we 
were able to stay dry while LeRoy provided some last min-
ute guidance.  The first stop was the lighthouse at Point No 

Point. On a nice day it would have been an opportunity for 
a stop of more than a few minutes, but the rain kept us 
moving.  

 

Point No Point on a rainy day 

Port Gamble is always a welcome stop. This trip was no dif-
ferent, as it seemed everyone made the stop.   

 

Enthusiasts Jackie, Norm, Natalie and LeRoy   
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The store/coffee shop provided an opportunity to refill cof-
fee cups or get a latte and then look over, and maybe buy, 
some of the many colorful items for sale.  

 

The last stop, for those who enjoy looking, was Poulsbo.  
Lots of parking and it had stopped raining, so we decided to 
explore Front Street. Front Street has many art and glass 
shops.  Unfortunately the economy is having its toll, as 
there were several empty storefronts and some galleries 
closing shop.  The street remains colorful and picturesque. 

  

A group of Italian Car Enthusiasts enjoying a great 
Irish meal 

 

After a walk up and down Front Street it was off to Charlie 
and Vickie’s for dinner.  A good crowd had gathered with 
the main attraction our president as head chef.  Great look-
ing brisket, accompanied by cabbage, mashed potatoes and 
soda bread.  Soon a queue formed and the crowd was enjoy-
ing the results of Bert’s culinary skills. 

 

The weather continued to improve, so the ride home, ferry 
or Tacoma Narrows Bridge was the driest of the day. 

 

Thank you LeRoy for a very enjoyable drive, to Bert for a 
great meal, and Charlie and Vickie for their gracious hospi-
tality. 

 

 
 
 

|Welding Tech Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Saturday, March 26, Dave Pruczinski hosted a 
tech session with the intention of teaching, hope-
fully, some of us some welding skills. Specifically, 
how to arc weld thin metal. The session was held 
at the home of Tina and Dave, in Dave’s shop, 
near Monroe.  Ten FEN members and a couple of 
friends of Bert participated in the welding exer-
cise. The focus was on sheet metal work as used 
in auto body repairs.  Dave also had some heavier 
gage square tubing for the more enthusiastic stu-
dents to try. Participation was enthusiastic and 
involved nearly everyone.  As you can see from 
the photos below, there were a lot of sparks flying 
and a lot of group participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Dave explaining how it’s done 
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Dave’s shop had everything you might want in a play-
ground. Lots of toys and lots of projects.  Check the photo 
below with Bert and Bob to see power tools and a red 
fender that is attached to an old FIAT 500, a restoration 
project in line for Dave’s attention. 

Bob Grattula making sure Bert has it right 

 

 

 

Dave and George monitor progress 

 

 

Lunch time featured, what else, Pizza!  Great, thick crust 

pizza.  No one went hungry, but no one passed on the deli-
cious chocolate chip cookies served up as dessert.  A good 
learning session wherein the students learned they have 
learned a bit but have a long way to go before they try the 
real thing. 

When:      Saturday, April 9th, 2011.   

     Participants meeting at 10:50 A.M. 

Who:         Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest Members, MG 
Car Club members and friends and 
Families of both clubs. 

Where: Meet outside of Maxwell’s restaurant 
in Marysville.  Those that like to par-
take of breakfast may eat at Maxwell’s, 
but be ready for the participant meet-
ing at 10:50. 

Directions to Maxwell’s: 

Turn East on 4th 

 Turn South (right) on Beach Ave (first 
right turn after I-5 Northbound exit) 

Maxwell’s on the left at 3rd ---1204 3rd 
St 

Why: This is a tune-up to sharpen 
you for the MG Car Club Tulip 
Rallye on the 24th of April.   

Questions??  Norm Smith, (206) 459-2663 

2011 Spring Tune-up Rally 



6 

First Drive of the new FIAT 500 
Norm Smith  

Yeah, I know it's not the first drive for the new Fiat 500. 
But, it is mine in this car. Thursday morning I went to Rair-
dons in Kirkland to trial drive the new Fiat and was very 
pleasantly surprised by it.  
Arriving at the showroom (still in the original building) and 
finding Erin we proceeded to the lot where the little bronze 
colored beauty was parked. We started to enter the vehicle 
when we were interrupted by a very enthusiastic older gen-
tleman that told us he had been driving FIATs since 1975. 
We couldn't get him to shut up long enough to get a word in 
edgewise. He finally ran out of steam and we hurriedly en-
tered the vehicle.  
After we got into the car and adjusted the seats and mirrors 
to suit I asked, "How do we start this thing?" to which Erin 
replied that it was already running. "No way" says I. "Look 
at the Tach" says Erin. Sure enough, the tach indicated 
1000 RPM. Wow! Talk about quiet and smooth. While the 
old man had been talking I had been standing right next to 
the exhaust and didn't hear, feel or smell anything that 
would indicate that the engine was running. I touched the 
go pedal and low and behold the tach needle moved up and 
down to the movement of my foot. It WAS running!  
Erin said to put it in reverse and back up a little so we could 
leave the lot. To get into reverse you pull up on a ring 
around the  shift lever and push the lever to the right and 
back just like a normal FIAT. No more pushing down on 
the lever. Neat Idea.  
A right turn on to NE 124th Street and we were off on a test 
drive. Right on to the freeway on ramp to northbound        
I-405 to check the engine RPM at 70 MPH in fifth gear. 
3000 RPM if it matters just like my old Stradas (Sylvia and 
Giulia). I discovered that we were in sport mode and de-
cided that for freeway cruising it wasn't needed and turned 
it off. Not much difference was noted at first. Once off the 
freeway and in downtown Woodinville traffic the car pulled 
smoothly regardless of which gear I was in. Crossing RR 
tracks was taken with aplomb (bet you didn't know I knew 
that word) and the overall ride was very smooth regardless 
of the road conditions. I pulled over and stopped the car 
and told Erin that I was going to make her and the car mad 
at me. Plopped the gear lever into second gear and let up on 
the clutch and she pulled away from the curb very smoothly 
at 1000 on the tach, From second at 3000 RPM directly to 
fifth and she still pulled smoothly at a 1000. If I were to 
sum up this car right now I would have to say, "WOW, I 
love it".  
 
If I really had to say something bad about this little beauty 
it would be that the digital display in the center of the in-
strument cluster was a little distracting because it was so 
bright. Erin said that could be adjusted to be dimmer. Actu-
ally after a while I didn't notice all that much after I got 
used to it.  
 
The sunroof is another point that I don't like. Don't get me 
wrong, I love it but it intrudes on my headspace. The sun-
roof is tinted glass and probably dark enough for our nor-
mal cloudy days. If it does get too bright you can pull the 

provided net screen forward. It helps. Erin said that with-
out the sunroof you get an additional inch and a half for 
headroom.  
 
Back to the barn where I was introduced to the parts and 
service manager after he said he had $30,000 in parts that 
were just delivered and didn't have room for. I jokingly said 
that he could put them in my storage unit and I think he 
took me seriously at first.  
 
Anyway we got to talking, and he told me that parts and 
service were going to be handled in the main dealer build-
ing and when I questioned that, he said most of the dealers 
were going to do that at first. The Mechanics will be FIAT 
trained mechanics and no MOPAR mechanics will be al-
lowed to work on FIATs.  
 
The parts will all be handled in the MOPAR parts depart-
ment. As a matter of fact, the FIAT parts have already been 
given MOPAR code numbers just like when Mercedes was 
involved.  

 
Mike (the parts manager) told me a new day had come to 
the Chrysler Corporation when Sergio Marchionne took 
over. Mike told me that the CEOs office was on the top floor 
of the headquarters building, no more. It is now on the 
fourth floor with engineering. The old CEO had it set up 
like a pyramid. Five managers reporting to the CEO and 
five assistants for each manager. and so on down the line. 
Old Sergio has only five assistants each with a specific job  
to do and a limited amount of managers. Mike also let me 
Know that Marchionne had fired 1700 executives.  
 
Mike also told me that he had a conversation with a parts 
man from FIAT who let him know that he could get parts 
for older FIATs from a company called MAN or Mann.  
 
If it is MAN, I know of a company by those initials but they 
make or made medium to very large diesel engines.  
 
I know that I have gone off on a tangent, so lets get back to 
the little bronze beauty that I drove.  
A lot of people pooh pooh that I feel that certain cars have 
souls, and no inanimate object can have a soul. I feel that 
this little FIAT has a very active soul and it can be felt the 
minute you sit in the car. At least I did. The soul of this car 
says "Let's go and you can drive me any way you want but 
just drive me".  
 
Whether you believe the above is true or not this is a car 
that begs to be driven. It is definitely a fun car as well as a 
car for the daily commute.  
 
Although Erin told me that you would gain about an inch 
and a half of headroom without the sunroof. I still prefer 
the sunroof.  

 



7 

President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, 
spiders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 
425-235-1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 
425-640-2994, tmzeitner@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  
 
Website: www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 
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Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest
2398 Jefferson Ave SE

Port Orchard, Washington 98366
www.fiatnorthwest.org

2011 All-Italian Car Show Registration - Fifth Annual

(No Replicas or Kit Cars Please)

What: Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest (FEN) invites you to display your Italian made (or Italian
derivative) car at the XXX Root Beer Drive-In in Issaquah.  This is a light hearted, low key,
fun event.  All Italian cars from daily drivers to concours ready are welcome.

When: Sunday, 24 April 2011.  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.

Where: XXX Root Beer Drive-in, 98 NE Gilman Boulevard, Issaquah, WA.  Exit 17 off I-90

Cost: Advance Registration: $15.00 per car, ($20.00 day of the event).  Register using Paypal to
spiders@wavecable.com.  Please include the info from the form below and mention ‘FEN Car
Show’.  You can also print this form, fill it out, and bring it with you for day of event
registration.

Awards:   Peoples’ choice awards will be given.

Need More Information?  Inquire at:  fiats@wavecable.com

**************************************************************************************************************

Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Phone #: _____________________________   Club affiliation ?  _________________________

Car Make: __________________  Model: ___________________________ Year: ____________

Enclose $15.00 check or money order (payable to Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest)
per car entry and send to:

FEN Car Show
c/o 2398 Jefferson Ave SE
Port Orchard, Wa 98366
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