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The Journal of the Northwest’s Premier FIAT Club 

September 2010 AA s I write this it is raining outside and here it is the night before the Destination Snoho-
mish! Tour.  So the question running through my mind and one I can’t seem to find a defi-
nite answer to is: do we take the Spider or the Honda?  Well, it really doesn’t matter too 
much.  In either case, I know I will enjoy the day out on the road with those who show up. 

September normally brings a little cooler temperatures and a break from the heat of summer 
but no need for that this year.  This September is packed with activities and events for our 
entertainment, missing unfortunately is the Concours d’Elegance.  But it should return on 
Labor Day weekend next year after the Des Moines marina construction is complete.  Look 
inside this issue of the newsletter for announcements about several other events to enjoy 
both within our own club and hosted by others. 

September is also the time to begin thinking about club officer nominations and the Novem-
ber elections.  I have included a little pep talk on page 7, a portion of it taken from a maga-
zine editorial.  Which brings to mind that the August and September issues of our newsletter 
are being edited by yours truly.  Just to give Darsie a little break after the three+ years she 
has been doing a wonderful job of keeping us informed and entertained about matters FEN.  
Thank you Darsie for doing one of the most, if not the most, labor intensive jobs in the club! 

Next year marks our 20th anniversary as a club.  Take a look at my suggestions and com-
ments on page 6 and please give some thought to what we might do to celebrate the occa-
sion. 

I recently became aware of an organization named the Classic European Car Club of British 
Columbia.  It came to my attention when I found an announcement of a new, at least to me, 
variation on the gimmick rally.  I have sent Norm a copy of the rally announcement with the 
rally rules.  I hope we can stage a similar gimmick rally next year using their ideas.  This is 
something that may prove enjoyable to participate in, it will certainly be challenging and fun 
to prepare for.  I have included an excerpt, on page 4, from the announcement to explain 
how the event works. 

For the past several months many members have requested club logo merchandise.  Just as 
Darsie got the finishing touches on the project we learned that the manufacturer was not 
able to supply the garments in the colors we wanted.  A vendor search is underway thus the 
details of the garments is subject to change.  I expect we will end up with very similar items 
as before.  More details will be made available when they are determined and we are ready 
to make them known.  Sorry for this situation, but that is how it goes sometimes. 
 

Ciao, Bert  
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The meeting, held at Amante's on August 4th, 
was called to order at 7:30pm by President Bert 
Cripe. 

There were 23 members and no guests pre-
sent. 

Bert gave the Treasurer's Report for Terry.  The 
account balance is $4315.98 and we have 47 
paid memberships. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and REPORTS from 
MEMBERS 

Bert will be doing the newsletter for a couple of 
months to give Darsie a break. 

Bert presented a tech tip about how to gain 
some space in the spare tire compartment. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Bert thanked Charlie and Vicki Bernert for host-
ing the July picnic this year. 

Bert gave a report on the Historics and several 
members expressed positive comments about 
the event.  Ray Mortensen gave some back-
ground information about the parade laps. 

Darsie gave an update regarding the merchan-
dise status. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Bert gave a summary of the July board meeting.  
Two topics discussed were members’ participa-
tion and drives. 

Bert announced the Puget Sound Miata Club's 
gimmick ralley on Sept 18. 

The September FEN drive will be on Sunday the 
12th and start in Olympia. 

October 9-11 will be the Oregon Covered Bridge 
tour sponsored by Diana and Bert. 

Next year is the 20th anniversary of the club.  A 
2-day out of town event was suggested as a pos-
sible way to celebrate. 

Bert announced that according to the bylaws we 
need two volunteers for the nominating commit-
tee and he asked that members think about being 
on the committee and/or running for an office. 

Norm asked Ray Mortensen to do a "Put away 
your car for the winter" presentation for the Octo-
ber meeting and he agreed. 

 

 

 

DOOR PRIZES 

1. Griot's Interior Cleaning Kit  - Sue Carson 

2.1 pound of Cafe d"Arte Coffee- Dave Pruczinski 

3. Cabela's Mini Multi Tool - Leroy Mietzner 

 

Submitted by Diana Cripe  

Secretary 

August Meeting Minutes ~ 
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SOVREN Fall Finale 

 

An Invitation from the MG Car Club… 

 

Ken Bottini, MG Club VP-East, sent the following: 

 

It has been suggested by some members of 
our club that we establish a car club day at the 
SOVREN races.  For SOVREN’s last race of 
2010 — Fall Finale, the Car Corral area is be-
ing set aside for the car clubs to use for park-
ing and your participation in race day. 

  

Highlights of the day: 

· Set up your picnic area 

· Have your own car show 

· Tour the track during the noon break 
(behind a pace car) 

· Observe vintage racing from the car 
corral or a track corner.  Wherever you 
are, you will have the opportunity to 
take great photos and see vintage rac-
ing “up front and close”. 

· Walk the paddock area and check out 
the vintage race cars. 

When:   Saturday, September 18, 2010 

Where: Pacific Raceways (Hwy. 18), Kent 

Time:      10:00 A.M. 

Cost:     $20.00/Car - payable at the gate 

(Includes entrance fee & liability insurance) 

 

Contact:   Ken.Bottini@frontier.com or 425-
883-9615 if you have questions 

Notes, Announcements, and Upcoming Events ~ 

September Tour: 

Capitol Tour in Reverse 
Sunday, September 12th 

Now there is an idea, but no, we are not driving 
the route with our cars in reverse gear!  We will 
however, follow the route in a reverse direction 
from the first time we drove it five years ago. 

 

Driver’s meeting begins at 10:30 a.m. outside the 
Spar Café at 114 4th Avenue East, Olympia 

 

Come early for breakfast, the huevos rancheros 
are good! 

 

The route is ~75 miles long and takes ~2.5 hours 
to drive.  There are no questions, it is not a poker 
run, just a simple and pleasant tour through ur-
ban and suburban areas, farmland, and forests. 

 

Here are photos from the first Capitol Tour 



Page 4  Volume 19,  Issue 9 

Notes, Announcements, and Upcoming Events ~ 

2010 Fall Color Classic: Oregon 
Covered Bridge Tour Cancelled 

 

This three-day tour (October 9-10-11) was 
planned to begin in Olympia and end in Cen-
tralia.  But because of my limited time to pre-
pare for it the whole project was not coming 
along as well as we would like.  So rather than 
conduct a less than quality event we have de-
cided to cancel it for this year. 

 

Perhaps 2011 will be a better year for this!  

Classic European Car Club of 
British Columbia presents the 

Rallye du Chilliwack 
 

The following description was taken from the 
rally announcement found at: 

 

http://www.classiceuropeancarclub.com/ 

 

Each team will be given identical maps with 
approximate locations of specific Photo Check 
Points (PCP) as well as several photos. Each 
team will then be tasked with locating every 
PCP based on the map and photos, and tak-
ing a photo of one team member at each the 
PCP. The team who navigates the shortest 
route (lowest miles), through all PCPs without 
being late at the final destination, wins the 
Rallye. 

 

Please note that this is NOT a speed contest. 

 

Teams are NOT to use their own maps, GPS 
system, or any other electronic aids. Cell 
phones are ONLY to be used in case of emer-
gency and in accordance with the law. 

Whereas driving a modern car is akin to sitting 
on one's sofa with a remote, the challenge of 
this event is the driving of 20, 30, 40 and even 
50 year old cars with limited power, creature 
comforts, electronics, and (often) reliability. 
This Rallye is about teamwork and classic 
motoring without computers. 

Seattle Festa Italiana 
Saturday and Sunday, September 25th & 26th 

This opportunity to display your car on the 
grounds of Seattle Center is FREE.  This is a 
wonderful setting to present our cars to the 
general public in a relaxed setting at this enjoy-
able celebration of all things Italian. 

 

Most of the members I have heard from will be 
there on Saturday the 25th.  I will have hand-
outs covering our car show in April 2011, info 
about FEN, and a discussion about how our 
cars deliver the Italian sports car driving ex-
perience on a shoestring.   

 

I hope many of you will join me on Saturday (or 
Sunday if you desire) to participate in this en-
tertaining and educational event.  There will be 
plenty of Italian food to sample also! 

 

Details at:  

http://www.festaseattle.com/autoshowreg.htm 
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Destination Snohomish! ~  

Sunday, August 22nd 
 

Ten enthusiastic FEN members showed up 
at O’Donnell’s for breakfast before heading 
out to, at the time, weather too foul for a top 
down drive.  Mike and Jackie made it from 
West Seattle dry, but only because every-
one was driving too fast on I-5.  Neverthe-
less, we enjoyed a good breakfast and met 
for the drivers’ meeting.  The rain had 
slacked off but it was still top-up weather. 

 

Bert and 
Diana had 
us driving 
on familiar 
and unfa-
miliar 
roads.  
Some I 
had trav-
eled by 

bicycle, some on previous tours/rallys and 
some new ones.  We saw new neighbor-
hoods, new farms and new forests.  Jackie 
and I were so busy looking at the scenery 
that we missed a couple of turns and had to 
backtrack.  The group assembled in Snoho-
mish at the Oxford Saloon and waited for 
the late arrivals.  Three members had other 
commitments and headed out.  The remain-

ing seven 
took in the 
sites and 
lunch. 

 

Snoho-
mish is a 
great 

place to look for 
antiques. You 
know, the stuff 
that was current 
when some of 
the club elders 
were young.  
There were few 
“For Rent” signs, which I guess means there are 
enough people who like old stuff and have the 
money for it.  After our tour we retired to the Ox-
ford Saloon for lunch and conversation.  The 
weather turned pleasant so some of us were able 
to finish the trip with the top down. 

Thanks Bert and Diana for a great tour. 

-Submitted by Mike Wayte 

 

Participants: 

Mike and Jackie 

Dan and Sooz 

Dave and Tina 

Norm 

Chery 

Diana and Bert 



2011 Marks FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest’s 20th Anniversary ~ 

Next year will be a time to set aside a weekend to mark this milestone with a celebration of one sort or an-
other — what we do is up to us to choose! 

 

Some things that come to mind are a driving event, certainly.  A BBQ is a favorite activity as is an upscale 
dinner possibly with the opportunity for us to reminisce about days past. 

 

Perhaps we might stage a festa similar to the ones we held in 2001 and 2003.  For those of your not mem-
bers at the time, both were multi-day events based at a hotel near Everett.  We conducted several tours and 
rallies, a blindfolded gymkhanna, a catered BBQ, a pancake breakfast, a salmon feed, and a car show.  The 
types and number of events varied between the two years, since the first was four days long and the second 
spanned three days. 

 

Now is the time to start thinking about this, perhaps making a list of ideas to be presented and discussed after 
the first of the year 
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It is time to give some thought to what activities and events we might use to celebrate! 

Are you ever in need of some FIAT related tech info?  Or just some tech info of a general automotive nature? 

 

As most of us know the internet is a tremendous source of information and misinformation too!  But here are a 
couple of useful places to check (there are other vendors with info also and I expect to hear from some soon): 

 

International Auto Parts has an online library of tech notes for both FIAT/Lancia and Alfa Romeo automobiles: 

 http://www.international-auto.com/tech-bulletins.cfm 

Eastwood Tool Company markets a wide range of automotive tools and restoration products.  Naturally their 
online tech notes provide tips using the products they sell, but there is a wealth of information for us do-it-
yourself auto repair gals and guys: 

 http://www.eastwood.com/tech-library 

 

Technical Information is Available Here ~ 



Call for Volunteers to Form a Nominating Committee ~ 

Page 7  Vo lume 19,  Issue 9 

If you just happened to have read Article 8 of the club’s bylaws recently, you’ll realize that Septem-
ber is the time for the club president (me) to appoint two club members to form a nominating commit-
tee.  The committee’s first job is to poll the current officers to determine who, if any, will seek re-
election and then contact individual members to discuss the possibility of running for office.  The fol-
low excerpt from an editorial was written by one Mike Cook and appeared in the November, 2007 
issue of Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car.  I hope you will take the time to read this and give it some 
serious thought: 

 

“A given local car club might have 100 members. All of them might say proudly: "I pay my 
dues." If ten members are dedicated enough to run for office, be newsletter editor or volun-
teer to run an event, the club is in good shape. If those ten decide they have had enough 
and no one else steps forward, you have a sound treasury but there is no club.” 

 

“To survive, a club has to have participation.  How often these days do a few dedicated 
members work hard to lay out a rally or plan a tour and have only one or two cars show up? 
How many officers are re-elected because no one else has the interest?” 

 

“If you are a club member but not an active participant, you are actually lessening your po-
tential enjoyment of the hobby! Reading a newsletter, looking at the car in your garage or 
bidding on eBay doesn't come close to enjoying a club event LIVE!” 

 

This is a good opportunity to speak with some folks you may not know very well.  It is a chance to 
talk about what you like or dislike about the club and the way it is governed.  It may give you and the 
person you are speaking to some ideas about how to improve club and perhaps result in some posi-
tive changes. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 FEN meeting 2 3 4 

5 6 Labor Day 7 8 9 10 MG Wine 

Tour 

11 MG Wine 

Tour 

12 FEN Tour 

South 

MG Wine Tour 

13 14 15 16 17 18 Miata Rally 

Sovren Fall 

Finale 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Festa Ital-

iana-Seattle 

Center 

26Festa Ital-

iana-Seattle 

Center 

27 28 29 30   

September 2010 

President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President:  Norm Smith  206-248-
2596  or 206-459-2663 

 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-
640-2994, tmzeitner2@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  Diana Cripe 360-731-8768, 
dlcripe@wavecable.com                                           

Newsletter:  Darsie Brown 425-652 7216, 
darsella@gmail.com    

 

Web site: www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the inter-
net to those members with internet access and mailed to 
members without access. For membership information visit 
the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

2010 Calendar of Events 
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2010 Wine Tour 
September 10th, 11th & 12th 

This year we have planned a very laid-back leisurely tour to the 
Columbia Gorge.  We will be staying at Cousins’ Country Inn 
located at 2114 W 6th Street, The Dalles, Oregon 97058 

http://www.cousinscountryinn.com/.  They have a special car club wine tour 
rate for us at $89.10 per night.  The hotel is providing us with 30 reserved rooms 
at the special rate. The reserved Rooms are all 1st floor rooms that face our 
cars in the parking area.  A special dinner is planned for Saturday evening. 
 
Hotel Reservations:  
Contact the reservations desk at: 800-848-9378 or 541-298-2771 and mention the 
MG Car Club 
Saturday Evening Dinner Reservations:  
Let Pauline know if you will be attending the Car Club dinner at Cousin’s on 
Saturday evening.  Pauline6450@hughes.net or (509) 388-6720 
 
Special events this year: 

 Friday @ 12:00 PM:  Rendezvous at the Visitor’s Information Center at 
101 North Fair Avenue in Yakima, WA.  Lunch will be at the Peppermint 
Stick Drive-in in Union Gap.  After lunch we will travel south to 
Goldendale and down the Klickitat River gorge to the Columbia River 
then on to our hotel in The Dalles, OR for the evening. 

 Saturday:  Driver’s meeting at 10:00 AM; wine touring at 4 or 5 wineries 
in the Hood River area during the day.  Special dinner at Cousin’s on 
Saturday evening. 

 Sunday:  Driver’s meeting at 10:00 AM; we will visit the Gorge White 
House for wine and fruit and a Lavender Farm for purple stuff.  For 
travelers going back through Yakima, we will end the tour on the patio at 
the Maryhill Winery. 

 
 
Sponsored by:   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   MG Car Club         Rover Car Club         Yakima Valley         Fiat Enthusiasts 
Northwest Centre            of Canada         Sports Car Club              Northwest 

http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/


Registration Form for the PSMC Autumn Rallye 

September 18, 2010 
Rallye will start at Coop’s Miata in Maple Valley. Driver’s meeting at 9:30 a.m.  

Open to all makes/models of cars! 

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________________________ 

Make/Model of Car: __________________________________________ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Make checks payable to Puget Sound Miata Club 

Mail top half of this form with your registration to:  

Charlotte Fellers, 1800 4th St NE, Auburn, WA 98002. 

Additional information about this exciting event will be posted at 

www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org . The RSVP link is available to PSMC members 

only! If you want to use the link, you are welcome to join our club and have some 

FUN! (Details on the website!) Everyone must use this registration form and pay in 

advance for the $20 per car price. Includes rallye sheet, 2 raffle tickets, one lunch 

ticket, and a commemorative gift! (Registration day of the event is $25 per car). 

Lunch will be a hot dog, chips, and a soda or bottle of water.  

Additional lunch tickets will be available for $2 

Additional commemorative gifts will be available for $5 each.  

Additional raffle tickets will be available for $1 each or 6 for $5. 

If you have questions, please contact Charlotte Fellers @ 253.333.7442. 

Directions to Coop’s Miata, 20929 SE 232nd St., Maple Valley, WA 98038: 

From I-405, take exit #4 (WA-169/Maple Valley). Follow WA-169 toward Maple 

Valley for about 10 miles.  Turn right at the light onto SE 231st St/SE 232nd St. 

Go up the hill about a mile. You will see Coop’s Miata on the left after you crest 

the first hill. 


