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August 2010   WW hile our driving season may be half over, we still have plenty of activities left for our enjoy-
ment.  Our August tour is Sunday, the 22nd, with time to wander about the end point of Snohomish.  It 
is titled Destination Snohomish!  Look for details in this issue of the newsletter or visit the calendar at 
our website.  Later this month Diana and I will be on the road to finalize the route instructions for our 
Oregon Covered Bridge Tour over the Columbus Day weekend (Saturday-Monday, 9th-11th).  Look 
for more details in the September newsletter. 

 

I want to thank Vicki and Charlie Bernert again for hosting our annual picnic.  They did a fine job 
and I think everyone had a wonderful day. 

 

The board held a meeting in July, the main objective being to finish our budget for the period of May 
1st 2010 through April 30th 2011.  We are in a very solid financial condition for this year and even 
have a reserve set aside for unexpected events or short falls in the future. 

 

One of the areas of discussion at the meeting was participation and what to do to increase it.  This 
seems to be a constant subject and one very difficult to analyze due to the many factors that control 
our lives.  In reflection we seem to think that most members find the social aspect of our regular 
meetings to be very important as demonstrated by the attendance numbers.  This was also reflected in 
the questionnaire I sent out nearly two years ago.  We would like to see a larger turnout for the tours, 
but we realize there are many factors that can preempt attending a tour.  I would like to hear from 
anyone who has never attended a tour.  Is there some reason you haven’t that we can discuss?  My 
fear is that perhaps someone is holding back thinking the tours are difficult or too involved to at-
tempt.  Also, daily driver cars are most welcome not just old Italian cars. 

 

Another thought presented was perhaps we need to change the way we conduct tours slightly to peri-
odically make the end point a destination with more activity than just a meal.  This is reflected in the 
title and end point of our August tour.  We would like to hear what the membership has to say about 
that thought. 

 

Keeping checking our website since I am periodically adding new content.  The classified section 
seems popular with non-members.  At the suggestion of Greg Smith, I have added requests for pric-
ing and location info to be supplied with each ad.  A reminder that the Archive section is filled with 
useful material and will be expanding during the coming months.  You will need to use a login and 
password to access the Archive section.  I sent these out a couple of weeks ago.  If you need them 
again just drop me an email. 

 

Ciao, Bert  
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Destination: Snohomish! 
 

The August tour will take a ‘long cut’ to arrive in 
Snohomish.  For several years some of us have 
been remarking that we should spend an after-
noon wandering about town.  So here is your 
chance to put a few miles on your car, shop for 
antiques or whatever draws your interest, and 
share a meal with your fellow FEN members. 

 

This tour leaves from O'Donnell's Irish Pub res-
taurant, tours the south area of Snohomish 
County and visits Duvall in King County before 
returning to Snohomish County to end in the 
City of Snohomish.  Drivers' meeting at 10:30 
a.m.  Come early for breakfast. Contact: Bert 
Cripe: spiders@wavecable.com 

 

When: Sunday, August 22nd, drivers’ meeting 
at 10:30 a.m., come early for breakfast. 

Starting Point: O’Donnell’s Restaurant, 122  - 
128th Street SE, Everett.  Located just east of I-
5 at exit 186 on the right side of the road. 

124 Spider Online Registry 
Have you entered your Spider on the world-wide 
registry yet?  There is a pretty cool website put 
together by a really nice guy named Ralf de Vree 
who lives in Munich.  It's cooler if you can read 
German, but there is enough there in English that 
you can get the gist of what he has. 

  

English version (sort of): 

http://www.fiatspider.de/index.php?option=com_c
ontent&task=blogcategory&id=1&Itemid=213 

  

Ralf has compiled a registry of as many Fiat Spi-
ders as he can find.  The registry is organized by 
type (AS, BS, CS, Turbo, LE, etc).  It looks like he 
currently has about 6,300 out of the nearly 
200,000 produced.  So, you can see, he has a 
long ways to go.  So let's help him out.  You can 
even post a picture, if you want. 

  

Here is my listing in the registry: 

http://op.fiatspiderclub.de/index.php?action=listin
gview&listingID=90072 

  

Registration form (English): 

http://www.fiatspider.de/index.php?option=com_f
acileforms&Itemid=243 

 

Submitted by Bob Yetter 

Notes, Announcements, and Upcoming Events ~ 
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Upcoming Events 

 

September 

 

MG Car Club Wine Tour:  Friday – Saturday-
Sunday (10-11-12).  A tour to Eastern Wash-
ington.  Details at the MG club’s website:  
http://mgccnwc.com/ 

 

 

Miata Club Autumn Rally: Saturday (18)  Open 
to all cars of all years.  A gimmick rally with 
entry fee.  Starts in Maple Valley.  See 
www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/ 

 

 

FEN Tour South: Sunday (22) - Starts near 
Olympia.  Details in the September newsletter 
and at our calendar. 

 

 

Festa Italiana Seattle:  Seattle Center - Satur-
day & Sunday (25 & 26) Show your car at Se-
attle Center for FREE.  See 
www.festaseattle.com/ 

 

 

 

October 

Oregon Covered Bridge Tour:  Saturday-
Sunday-Monday (9-10-11) Watch for details in 
the September Newsletter 

2010 Fall Color Classic: 

Oregon Covered Bridge Tour 
 

This three-day tour (October 9-10-11) begins in 
Olympia and ends in Centralia.  The route follows 
backroads to the first night’s destination of the 
Grand Lodge in Forest Grove, Oregon.  The sec-
ond day begins early to allow a full day of back-
roads touring to visit a few covered bridges south 
east of Salem.  We will end day two at the Edge-
field in Troutdale with a celebratory meal and 
time to recap the highlights of the day.  Day three 
has a later start for breakfast and then a leisurely 
drive home.  Day three will end at the Olympic 
Club for an lunch. 

Lodging will be pre-arranged, pre-paid when you 
register for the tour, so that you will only have to 
deal with meals, drinks, and sundry items along 
the way.  Accommodations are European style, 
with the facility down the hall.  Room rates are 
expected to total $150.00 for the two nights.  
Note that pets are not allowed at the two lodging 
locations.  Restaurants and pubs with full bar are 
located on-site so no additional driving is required 
once we arrive for the night. 



 FEN 2010 Picnic ~  

The weather promised a nice day, with morning 
clouds, with a good chance of burning off to make a 
beautiful afternoon. 

 

We began with our dash to the Fauntleroy ferry at 9:00 
a.m. and made it with time to spare.  Other than 
Cheryl and Ron Gunderson, we didn’t see anyone else 
on the ferry at the time.  However, when we queued up 
at the ferry park and ride we found lots more who 
were on the ferry with us.  The morning was still over-
cast, rather foggy and chilly.  We had our top down all 
the way from home though.  
After a brief debate between 
Bert & Diane regarding the 
directions, we began the tour 
and had only gone 1.3 miles 
when we were delighted to see 
a female deer and her two ba-
bies.  Bob Yetter was able to 
take a picture.  They just stood 
there posing for us.  Another 5 
miles and we observed the 
Manchester Fuel tanks.  BIG 
TANKS! (like Anacortes). 

 

We saw a huge castle with turrets and a horse ranch.  
As we drove along, we paralleled the sound, on East 
Beach Drive, saw a very large barnacle beach with 
clam diggers.  Dan made the observation that one of 
the houses must be a bed and breakfast because it had 
six sliding doors facing the beach.  A little further on, 
I looked over on the beach and there was a full grown 
eagle looking at me as he was crouching over his prey.  
While driving around Morton Street and Farragut 
Avenue, we were enchanted with the quaint houses 
from the past.  As we traveled along, it warmed up to 
67 degree. 
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We saw a sign warning “ ORV CROSSING”. 
What is an ORV? Is this akin to a ‘YETI’? (We 
finally figured out it meant Off Road Vehicle)  
One thing I love about the road tour, is the smell 
of pine as the sun shines on it. That, to me, spells 
S-U-M-M-E-R. 

 

We sped by Mission Creek Women’s Correc-
tional Center, where they cautioned not to pick 
up hitchhikers.  Duh! That’s kind of like, “Don’t 
buy a TV from a man running down the sidewalk 

carrying one!  We were 
impressed with fish 
friendly culverts, allowing 
fish to cross under the 
road safely.  (Ever seen 
them cross the road?) All 
in all, the tour was abso-
lutely delightful, with 
beautiful Fiat roads, as we 
have come to expect from 
every one of Bert’s tours. 

 

We ended in Silverdale at the home of Charlie 
and Vicki Bernert and their private airstrip and 
hangar, where Charlie grilled dogs and burgers 
for us all and Vicki was a gracious hostess.  
FENsters attending brought the side salads and 
desserts. 

 

Submitted by Dan and Sooz Rian 
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The New FIAT 500: How Much Will It Cost? ~ 

Much speculation exists on the Internet on what price 
the Fiat 500 will be.  It seems that people who aren't 
thrilled with the Chrysler/Fiat merger put a negative 
spin out there that the 500 will be in the $20,000 to 
$25,000 range. Those who are more objective feel it 
would start in the mid teens. 

 

While we don't know what the final pricing will be, we 
do know that the 500 is priced lower than the Mini in 
all the markets it competes with.  With that in mind, 
let's have some fun and speculate what a new Fiat 
500 would cost now if it were being sold today.  To do 
that, we'll take a look at a comparison between Mini 
prices and the 500 in various countries.  In a semi-
scientific way, we can interpolate what the price differ-
ence in America would be . 

 

A couple of notes before we start, these prices were 
taken from the official website of each respective car 
company, equipment levels vary from country to coun-
try, and most important, currency values can vary by 
the hour (!). 

 

Within the course of a few weeks, the Euro to dollar 
conversion went from 1.38770 to a current value of 
1.49726.  That's a pretty big deal, adding $1,659 to 
the price of the 500 1.4L Sport in Germany.  Because 
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United States: 

Mini Cooper 118hp = $19,500 

 

Italy: 

500 1.2 Pop = €11,250 = $16,849 

500 1.4L Sport = €15,000 = $22,460 

 

Mini Ray 75hp = €14,400 = $21,561 

Mini One 95hp = €17,350 = $25,979 

Mini Cooper 120hp = €19,900 =$29,797 

Spain:  

500 1.2 Pop = €11,150 = $16,698 

500 1.4L Sport = €15,150 = $ 22,687 

 

Mini One 75hp = €14,900 = $21,564 

Mini One 95hp = €16,330 = $24,451 

Mini Cooper 120hp = €19480 = $29,167 

of the currency fluctuations, we'll use the Euro, 
Pound Sterling and Polish złoty to make our predic-
tions.  The Dollar conversions are provided for con-
venience. 

 

Another point is there are various taxes possibly 
built into the prices of the cars, but because we are 
comparing them within the same country, it should 
even out.  For our comparison, below I've picked 6 
countries and have listed the base prices of the 500 
and Mini.  

 

The order being the least expensive, then the next 
version up followed by the Mini Cooper. 

Reprinted with permission of Chris, owner of Fiat 500 Blog http://fiat500usa.blogspot.com/ 



The New FIAT 500: How Much Will It Cost? ~ Continued 
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You can also see that the 500 costs less in Poland 
(where it's made and has lower manufacturing costs 
than Italy), in fact, you can buy a 500 1.2L Pop for 
€10,198 compared to €11,000 in Germany and €11,250 
in Italy. 

 

OK, let's get to the point! To make our prediction, we 
have to be aware that the only model Fiat 500 to be 
sold here (at least in the beginning) is the 1.4L and not 
the 1.2L, and the Mini Cooper is the only comparable 
Mini version sold in the USA. With that, we'll take the 
percentage less the 500 1.4L is compared to the Mini 
Cooper in each country, average it out and subtract it 
from the US Mini Cooper's price. In my theory, that will 
give us an indication of what we could anticipate the 
Fiat 500 will cost.  

 

The results are, for a 500 1.4L Sport, a range of be-
tween $14,699 and $16,350 or let's just say:$15,232.  
Very simplistic, I know, but it points out the pricing 
would most likely be less than Europe (just like the US 
Mini is cheaper than the European version). It gives us 
a general range at which the 500 could reasonably be 
assumed to be priced. Also, having the car produced in 
Mexico (which offers low cost manufacturing compara-
ble to Poland) will help Fiat keep the price competitive 

Germany: 

500 1.2L Pop = €11,000 = $16,471 

500 1.4L Sport = €15,000 = $22,460 

 

Mini One 75hp = €15,200 = $22,762 

Mini One 95hp = €16,500 = $24,709 

Mini Cooper 120hp = €19,200 = $27,756 

 

Poland: 

500 1.2L Pop = 42,500 PLN = $15,246 

500 1.4L Sport 58,500 PLN = $ 20,986 

 

Mini One = 64,700PLN = $23,211 

Mini One = 68,800PLN = $24,682 

Mini Cooper 120hp = 77,300PLN = $27,735 

Mexico: 

500 1.4L Classic - 234,900 MXN = $17,803 

500 1.4L Sport 249,900 MXN = $18,940 

500 1.4L Vintage - 279,900 MXN = $21,213 

 

Mini Cooper $19,900 

Mini Cooper Pepper $25,800 

 

United Kingdom: 

500 1.2L Pop= £8,700 = $14,563 

500 1.4L Sport = £11,500 = $19,250 

 

Mini First = £10,950 = $18,331 

Mini One = £12,385 = $20,734 

Mini Cooper = £13,715 = $22,960 

and still make a fair profit. 

 

And, for any of you who think that's too much, a similarly 
equipped Toyota Yaris is $15,169! And that's with steel 
wheels and not the aluminum alloy wheels the 500 Sport 
comes with.  In any case, Marchionne and the new crew 
at Chrysler are sharp, and won't price the car out of the 
market. 

 

We'll have to wait a year or so to find out how close (or 
far) we are!  From all the above a few observations. First, 
the Mini in the US is considerably less than it is in the 
other countries. Second, the Dollar isn't very valuable at 
the moment (hence, Fiat needs to build cars here in the 
USA or Mexico), and it's impossible to import a low cost 
car from Europe and price it competitively given these 
exchange rates. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 FEN meeting 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 Destination 

Snohomish 

Tour 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

August 2010 

 

President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-
8758, spiders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President:  Norm Smith  206-
248-2596  or 206-459-2663 

 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeit-
ner 425-640-2994, tmzeit-
ner2@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  Diana Cripe 360-731-
8768, dlcripe@wavecable.com                                 

Newsletter:  Darsie Brown 425-652 
7216, darsella@gmail.com    

 

Web site: www.fiatnorthwest.org 

 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the inter-
net to those members with internet access and mailed to 
members without access. For membership information visit 
the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

2010 Calendar of Events 
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