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The Journal of the Northwest’s Premier FIAT Club 

March 2010   March is upon us and with it our driving season begins.  I am starting early this year because I 
like to drive my car on club drives and thought it would be fun to do a ‘Shamrock Rally’ since it is 
the month of St. Patrick’s Day!  Look inside for details about this tour. 

 

As many of you know, I have assumed the webmaster duties.  I want to thank Trent Wagner for 
the several years of service he gave to the club in that capacity.  He did a fine job of bringing the 
club into the Internet age!  At the February board meeting, I presented my proposal for increasing 
our online presence.  For the immediate future we will keep our site as is with minor adjustments 
to make updates and basic improvements. 

 

Soon I will provide a links page so that we can link to Flickr and YouTube sites for photos and 
videos.  We can include links to members’ Flickr and YouTube accounts also, thus we will all be 
able to share our photos.  Darsie has set up a forum page for the club, but we will keep the email 
lists as is for now.  I have created a Yahoo group site for FEN and it will be for members only to 
give us absolute control over who has access to files, photos, polls, and documents stored there.  
It is available right now if you have a Yahoo login (no content as yet however).  The address is 
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/fiatsnw/. 

 

We will provide documentation, where needed, for members to learn how to access these sites.  
Once we have all of this ready to go, explanations will appear in the newsletter with the intent of 
allowing members a few months (the rest of the year?) to become familiar with these options.  At 
some point the membership can then make decisions as to which features to keep, modify, or 
eliminate. 

 

I want to welcome new members Richard & Melody Atkinson and Tim & Shelly Beadle to the 
club.  I want to mention that Cecilia Baumann volunteered to fill in for Diana last month and re-
cording the meeting minutes - thank you! 

 

My preparations for the Spring Thaw event in BC have been trumped by other aspects of life and 
I am starting to feel some anxiety about it!  I expect to get moving again in March and report back 
next month on my progress. 

 

Our program for the March meeting will be Ken Bottini from the MG car club.  He’ll be promoting 
the Tulip Rally.  If you have never done this event, I strongly suggest you give it a try.  It is a won-
derful way to spend a day driving county roads and having a fun time. 

 

The year promises to be filled with fun events and activities, I hope you will participate in as 
many of them as possible! 

 

Ciao, 

 

Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the February 2010 meeting  

 

The meeting was held at Amante’s. The meet-
ing was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Presi-
dent Bert Cripe. 

 

There were 23 members and 3 guests present. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 

Terry reported there is $2,858.34 in the treas-
ury. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT/REPORTS FROM MEM-

BERS: 

 

Allen Mietzner reported on the status of his 
1971 spider project car. 

 

The first quarter board meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 21st at 2:00 p.m.  Location to 
be determined. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Darsie wants members’ suggestions for club 
merchandise. 

 

Bert reported on the car show meeting held at 
the Triple X Drive-in and the club’s car show 
planning meeting held on Sunday January 31st.  
Highlights for this year include: splitting the Fer-
raris into two classes (classic and contempo-
rary); no venders again; tickets and ballots will 
be separated and only one ballot will be given 

with each ticket sales; and Jose will again give a 
$10 rebate to anyone who stays at the Hilton and 
presents the receipt.  Our car show gave the 
charity the second largest donation among all 30 
car shows held last year.  Raffle gifts should have 
intrinsic value - money off coupons are not ac-
ceptable as raffle prizes, while gift certificates 
are. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Bert mentioned he received an email announcing 
a Scavenger Hunt being run by a member of the 
MG car club, but it is on the same day as our 
Griot’s tech session, Saturday March 13th. 

 

The calendar of events was discussed in detail 
and the dates of several tours to be held later in 
the year are still to be determined.  The Rians 
changed the date of the car detailing tech session 
to Saturday due to a schedule conflict.  Dan Rian 
mentioned highlights of past Run to the Sea and 
Run to the Gorge tours.  Bert gave some details 
of his Oregon Covered Bridges tours to be held in 
October, dates are still to be determined. 

 

Bert announced that the Shammrock Rally will be 
held on Sunday, March 14th and start at the Spar 
Café in Olympia, drivers’ meeting at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Lilian Yetter presented the results of her re-
search.  Her suggestions for this year’s holiday 
party were two options.  Option one was a ca-
tered buffet at the Embassy Suits in Bellevue and 
option two was to rent the Mountaineer’s facility 
and hold a pot luck meal with the members doing 
the cooking and cleanup.  Much discussion fol-
lowed with many questions with the cost being a 
major topic.   

February Meeting Minutes ~ 
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Meeting Minutes continued ~ 
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Terry suggested the board take up the matter 
due to budget considerations.  Bert held an advi-
sory vote with no votes for the pot luck and an 
overwhelming vote for the catered meal.  Bert 
and Terry discussed the budget again and a 
vote was held again with the catered event ap-
proved. 

 

Bert announced the MG car club has invited us 
to attend a tour of the Museum of Flight on Sat-
urday, February 13th. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at  8:35 p.m. 

 

DOOR PRIZE WINNERS: 

 

Griot’s Spray-on Car wash kit – George 
Baumann 

Bottle of hand cleaner – Ray Mortensen 

5 X 7 foot tarp – Rick Atkinson 

Coolant flushing kit – Shelly (guest) 

Roll of blue towels – Carrie Rice 

Mini multi-tool – Norm Smith 

 

Minutes recorded by Cecilia Baumann in the ab-
sence of the Secretary 

 

Members who renewed in February: 

 

Ron & Cheryl Gunderson 

Jim Perry 

Steven Roberson 

Bob & Lilian Yetter 

 

And the following new members joined 

in February: 

 

Richard & Melody Atkinson 

Tim & Shelly Beadle  

 

The meeting in March (3/3) will be held at: 

 

Mia Roma 

7620 NE Bothell Way 

Kenmore 

(425) 486-6200 

http://www.miaromaitalian.com 

 

Meeting starts at 7:30.  Come early for 
dinner!   



Griot’s Garage Tech Session details ~  
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Here is an opportunity to actually see how Griot’s products are used.  A professional detailer will demonstrate 
various products and techniques on a visitor’s car.  In the past we were given discount cards good for 10% off 
in-store purchases for the entire year.  Come and spend some time with fellow club members and learn about 
car care using truly professional products. 

 
When: Saturday, March 13th, 10:00 a.m.  
 
Where:  3500-A 20th Street E. Tacoma 
98424  
 
Info: spiders@wavecable.com or phone 
800-345-5789  
 
How to get there:  traveling South (from 
Seattle): Traveling I-5 South (location is at 
the West end of Fife) Take Exit 136 (Port of 
Tacoma.)  At the stoplight, turn left onto 
Port of Tacoma Rd.  At the 3-way intersec-
tion, turn left onto 20th Street E.  Go a 
tenth of a mile passing a turn off to Industry 
Drive E.  Griot's Garage is on the right in 
an industrial park (off-white with a tan stripe around the top.) 
 
Traveling North (from Olympia/Portland):  Traveling I-5 North, drive through Tacoma (location is at the North/
East side of Tacoma, in Fife) Take Exit 136A (20th Street E. / Port of Tacoma) and stay right heading to 20th 
Street E.  Merge onto Port of Tacoma Rd.  At the 3-way intersection, turn left onto 20th Street E.  Go a tenth 
of a mile passing a turn off to Industry Drive E.  Griot's Garage is on the right in an industrial park (off-white 
with a tan stripe around the top.) 
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The 2010 Shamrock Rally 

 

Date:  Sunday, March 14th 

 

Drivers’ Meeting begins at 10:30 a.m. - come earlier for breakfast 

 

Contact:  Bert Cripe, 360-731-8758 or spiders@wavecable.com 

 

Meeting location: The Spar Café, 114 4th Ave. E., Olympia 98501 (360-357-6444) in downtown Olym-

pia.   

From the north take I-5 exit #109 (Martin Way).  Turn right, to the west, onto Martin Way it splits and be-

comes State Street. Travel about 4 miles. Parking at the starting point is on city streets.  Look for a park-

ing space after crossing Franklin St. or Washington St.  4th Ave is one block to the south or your left. The 

cafe is between Washington St. and Capitol Way.  The parking meters are not in operation on Sundays. 

 

The Shamrock Rally is a leisurely drive mostly on country roads south of Olympia to an undisclosed end 

point pub for a late lunch at perhaps 2 p.m.  Many of these roads have not been featured on a FEN tour 

before.  You will see farms, trees, and rural settings, and more trees (mostly evergreen ones).  

   

Shamrock Rally ~  

New Member Spotlight: Jim Oddie ~ 

 

I love Fiats!  During my 84 years, I've had other cars -- mostly for-
eign -- 1958 MGA roadster, 1962 Porsche 1600 sedan and a 1956 
2-cylinder Lloyd station wagon, but the Fiats have been my favor-
ites.  

I bought my first one in 1962 -- a used 1958, light-blue 600 sedan 
with suicide doors (for $100.)  In 1964, I bought a used 1958 
Nuovo 500 (with  a full drop-top and a rebuilt engine) for $50.  Af-
ter a couple of years, I had it repainted at Earl Scheib for about 
$40 and a new top made in Tijuana for $25.  I sold it for $250 (one 
of the worst mistakes I've ever made.) 

 

1968, I put new rings in the blue 600, sold it, and bought a new 600 for about $1,350 (I think.) I used 
the 600 to go to work -- and for everything else -- we (self, wife and two sons) took a vacation trip to 
Oregon to see friends. We had tent, sleeping bags, camp stove and luggage strapped onto a lug-
gage carrier on top. the stack about doubled the cars height. When we got home, we had all of the 
above plus driftwood.   



 

 

My youngest boy was in Little League, and I used to cart half 
the team to and from games.  Then, after the game, we would 
hook a large screen onto the car and smooth the base paths. 
The kids loved it.  A few years later, when the kids were big-
ger, I replaced the front seats with some Corolla seats from 
the wrecking yard, took out the back seat, extended the 
driver's seat rearward travel (I'm 6'3") and put in stereo speak-
ers.  

 

In 1970, I sold the 600 (for $1,100) and bought a used 850 Spider and a Fiat 124 sedan.  My oldest 
son was a junior in high school.  He worked, saved, and bought a used 850 coupe.  He used it four 
years while attending Stanford.  

 

A year ago, my oldest son bought a Fiat Abarth and 
had it shipped from Germany.  Seeing pics of it 
brought back fond memories.  In October, on the 
Internet, I spotted a used 1972 Fiat 500 for sale.  I 
communicated with the owner, subsequently 
bought it, and six hectic weeks later it arrived in 
Wenatchee (I could write a novel about the turmoil I 
went through getting it here.)  It's not like your 
"mom's old 500," this one's been revamped.  The 
most notable change is instead of the 18hp 2-
cylinder air-cooled engine it has a 50hp Reliant.  As 

for the cosmetic changes, you can check out the pics. 

 

The first two pics are when it arrived and the two men, Sergei and his dad, who delivered it. The rest  
show my cosmetic decal changes.  It was named "Tweety" by my wife Pat.  

 

Jim Oddie 
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New Member Spotlight: Jim Oddie continued... 



2010 Tentative Calendar of  Events ~ 

Tentative Schedule of Events– please note these are not finalized and may change!  We need vol-
unteers still to run some of the Rally’s or suggest your own ideas. 

 

 

 

March 13th 

Griots Garage Tech Session 

 

March 14th 

Shamrock Rally—South 

Bert & Diana 

 

April 3rd  

Tune up Rally—Southeast 

 

April 18th 

Detailing Work Party 

 

April 24th  

Tulip Rally w/ MG Club 

 

April 25th  

FEN All-Italian Car Show 

 

May (TBD) 

Whine & Cheese Tour—North 

 

May 29th– 30th 

Run to the Gorge Tour 
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June (TBD) 

Tour/Rally 

 

June 26th (TBA) 

Greenwood Car Show 

 

July 3rd 

Northwest Historics -Sovren 
races 

 

July (TBA) 

Mirafiori Oregon 

 

July 11th  

FEN Picnic 

 

August (TBD) 

Drive Inn Movie Rally 

 

September 5th 

Concourse d’ Elegance 

 

September 10-12th 

Wine Tour w/ MG Wine Club 

 

September 18-19th 

Run to the Sea w/ abfm 

 

 

 

September (TBA) 

Maryhill Loops Hill Climb—Sovren 

 

September (TBA) 

Festa Italiana Seattle Center 

 

October (TBD) 

Tour—North 

 

December 5th 

FEN Holiday Party 

 

 

 

NOTES: 

 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
1 2 3  FEN Meeting   

North 

4 5 6 

7   8 9 10 11 12  13  Griots Tech 

Session 

14  Shamrock 

Rally 

15 16 17 18 19 20  

21 22 23 24 25 26 Newsletter 

deadline 

27  

28 29 30 31    

March 2010 

2010 Calendar of Events 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-
8758, spiders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President:  Norm Smith  206-

248-2596  or 206-459-2663 

 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeit-

ner 425-640-2994, tmzeit-

ner2@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  Diana Cripe 360-731-
8768, dlcripe@wavecable.com                                                                                  

Newsletter:  Darsie Brown 425-652 

7216, darsella@gmail.com    

 

Web site: www.fiatnorthwest.org 

 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 

announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 

club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 

are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the inter-

net to those members with internet access and mailed to 

members without access. For membership information visit 

the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 

Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-

west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 

through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 


