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November 2009 It amazes me that November is here already and our normal weather pattern seems to 

have returned.  The warm weather will be missed!  Most of us don’t seem to drive our 

hobby cars much in the cold and dark of winter, so this is a good time to put some of 

those tech sheets to use I distributed at the last two meetings.  If you didn’t get them or 

don’t now what I am referring to, drop me a line and I pass copies on to you. 

 

The bylaws ballots have been coming back - we will count then at the meeting on 

Wednesday.  We will also elect officers for 2010 and there is still time to get involved if 

you care to do so.  If the proposed bylaws are approved, we will be looking for someone 

to serve as a director for 2010 through 2011.  For you new members this is a great way 

to get involved, learn how club business is conducted, and contribute to help the club 

stay healthy over the next two years!  I will also be seeking two people, who are not cur-

rently officers, to serve on our financial audit committee, another way to make a contri-

bution to the club’s well being. 

 

We have two events scheduled for the next two months, look inside for information 

about the Books4Cars night with a pizzeria visit afterwards and the holiday party in De-

cember.  I expect to schedule a visit to the LaMay car museum in Tacoma for December 

as well. 

 

I just reread an article from the November 2007 issue of Sports and Exotic Cars titled 

“Your Car Club Needs You”.  To quote a few lines: “To survive, a club has to have participa-

tion. How often these days do a few dedicated members work hard to lay out a rally or plan a tour and 

have only one or two cars show up? How many officers are re-elected because no one else has the inter-

est?” and “If you are a club member but not an active participant, you are actually lessening your poten-

tial enjoyment of the hobby! Reading a newsletter, looking at the Spyder in your garage or bidding on 

eBay doesn't come close to enjoying a club event, LIVE”.  The Fiat Lancia Unlimited club (FLU) 

just added a new chapter in Quebec.  This year two new grassroots rallies were held - 

one in BC and yet another one in northern California (the epicenter of these events).  I 

am aware of 10 one or two day ‘budget’ driving adventures in northern California alone!  

The vintage car hobby seems to be doing well and I am glad of it!  But we still need you!  

Give it some thought – are you taking advantage of everything the club provides and 

could you perhaps give a little back to keep it healthy?  There is no perpetual motion 

machine – we always have to add a little energy from time to time to keep it in motion! 

 

Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the October 7th FEN Meeting: 

 

The meeting was called to order by President, Bert Cripe at 
7:30pm. 

There were 20 members and 2 guests present. 

 

Terry gave the Treasurer’s report.  We have 41 paid mem-
bers and the club is solvent with $3093.55 in the treasury. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mike Wayte gave a report on the Festa Italiana and Bert 
reported on the Concours d’Elegance and the MG Wine 
tour. 

 

There were no additional nominations for officer elections. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

The club voted to donate $100.00 to support the memorial 
for the Rian’s daughter Michele.  A sympathy card was pro-
vided by the Moises for all to sign. 

 

Rex Rice reported that Carrie had ankle surgery today, is 
doing well and is expected to be out of the hospital on Fri-
day.  A get well card was provided for all to sign. 

 

Ray Mortensen reported that parts are slow in coming from 
Europe and if you have a project in mind it is best to order 
parts now to avoid delays. 

 

Peter Coulton has European style hose clamps for sale.  
Several were sold to members. 

 

There was much discussion about the proposed bylaws.  
Bob Yetter and Mike Wayte had several items to discuss.  It 
was discussed and decided by a show of hands that mem-
bership should be by family/household with one vote per 
dues paid.  A line of succession was discussed and the con-
sensus was that if neither the president nor the vice-
president was present at a business meeting no business 

should be conducted.  It was decided that the interest group 
should be defined as Fiat Auto Group and its derivative auto-
mobiles. 
 

Norm Smith reported that the owner of Books 4 Cars has 
offered to host the club for an evening at the shop.  Norm 
will pursue the event with the owner. 
 

In response to comments from the questionnaire of last year, 
we discussed the method of determining types of food to 
bring to the holiday party.  It was decided it would remain 
assigned by first letter of last name and rotated each year. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30. 

 

DOOR PRIZE WINNERS 
 

1. George Baumann won a Speed Shine Kit 

2. Sue Carson won a flashlight with magnetic pickup. 

3. Dave Pruczinski won a tire pressure gauge 

4. Bert Cripe and Rex Rice won rolls of blue shop towels 

5. Dan Carson won a glovebox size bottle of speed shine 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

Diana Cripe, Secretary 

October Meeting Minutes ~ 
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Come and see “Reunited” 

 

A hilarious comedy about five friends who graduated 
from the University of Nebraska getting together for a 
frolic. The reunion turns a birthday party into a disas-
ter. By Penny Albright Peterson, Directed by Jona-
than Reis. At the Northshore Senior Center, 10201 E 
Riverside Drive, Bothell. Sundays, Oct 25, Nov 1, 
Nov 8 @ 3:00 p.m.; Fridays Oct 30, Nov 6 @ 8:00 
p.m. Tickets  $11.00 general public; $10 students 
and senior members. Tickets will be sold at the door. 



Books4Cars and Pizzeria Visit ~ 

Alex at Books4Cars has graciously invited us to tour his 
bookstore Saturday night November 14th at 6:45 p.m.  
Coffee and sweets will be available.  Purchases will be 
twenty percent off that night.  Over 40,000 books re-
lated to cars dating back to 1910! 

 

Directions: Exit I-90 at Rainier Avenue South 
southbound and travel approximately 2.5 miles to 
South Ferdinand Street and turn right.  Go one block 
to 37th Avenue South and turn right again, travel north 
for one-half block.  A school is on your left and ahead 
the street ends in a “T”. Books4Cars is on the south-
east corner.  Just south of the store is a parking lot 
where you may park. 

 

Books4Cars; 4850 37th Avenue S; 206.721.3077; 
888.380.9277; www.books4cars.com. 

 

After the tour we will go over to Tutta Bella for au-
thentic Neapolitan pizza and gelato.  Tutta Bella; 4918 
Rainier Avenue South; 206.721.3501; 
www.tuttabellapizza.com 

 

What makes it authentic and so good?  Read on …. 

 

What is the VPN (Verace Pizza Napoletana)? 

 

“The VPN, an international non-profit association, was 
founded in the mid-1990’s by a group of Neapolitan 
pizzaiolis (pizza makers) led by Antonio Pace, seeking 
to cultivate the culinary art of Neapolitan pizza making. 
In June 1998, they were officially established as a de-
nomination of control (DOC) by the Italian govern-
ment, a designation that made the VPN a legal entity 
able to give special designation to pizzerias who meet 
strict requirements that respect the tradition of the art 
of Neapolitan pizza making.” 

 

Tutta Bella Neapolitan Pizzeria was the first restaurant 

in the Northwest and the tenth in the United States that 

Page 3  Volume 18,  Issue 11 

the VPN recognized as a Verace Pizza Napoletana 

which translated means a true Neapolitan pizzeria. 

 

In order to receive and maintain VPN certification, 

Tutta Bella’s pizza met and must continue to meet strict 

regulations for the ingredients and cooking method, 

including using only low gluten flour, San Marzano to-

matoes (grown in the rich volcanic soil of Mt. Vesu-

vius), making the dough by hand and using a wood 

fired oven. 

 

“The objectives of the VPN Association are as follows:  

• To cultivate the culinary discipline of the Nea-

politan pizza, with its requisite preparation, in-

gredients and manner of cooking. 

• To protect and promote the authentic Neapoli-

tan pizza and as a consequence, the association 

who fulfill the culinary requirements and char-

acteristics of the Neapolitan pizza. 

• To defend the origin of the authentic pizza and 

the tradition of the pizza as it began in Naples, 

Italy. 

• To designate by the Verace Pizza Napoletana 

certification mark those pizzerias which respect 

the culinary tradition of the Neapolitan pizza 

and where such pizza may be enjoyed.” 

Source: Association of Verace Pizza Napoletana 

(VPN), 1998 Charter 

A Personal Thank You 

"We'd both like to extend our sincere thanks to all our FEN 

family who surrounded us with love and support during the loss of 

our daughter. It was sincerely appreciated." Dan and Sooz Rian 



Holiday Party 2009 ~  

 

 
 
 
 

This year we are doing something different!  Jackie and Lillian have joined forces to stage a Pasta Sauce contest 
and Italian themed menu for our annual end of the year party.  Here are the details… 
 

18th annual Holiday party will be held at Jackie Baker and Mike Wayte’s house on December 6th at 2:00 p.m. 
Everyone bring an ornament (~$5.00) to exchange and a nonperishable food donation for Second Harvest food 
bank. This year the format will be an Italian themed sauce contest!  Sign up and bring your best Italian sauce (plus 
some pasta to share) to be judged by a very discerning group of judges.  (Note that we will not use the alphabet/last name 
method to determine who brings what this year - Ed.) 

If this doesn’t work for you, bring whatever you want. The club will provide soft drinks. We do not provide 
alcoholic beverages because of liability considerations, but you are welcome to bring your own. This party takes 
the place of our December meeting. 

Before you get caught up in driving instructions I want to remind you to bring slippers or heavy socks.  We have 
oak stairs and bamboo and oak floors and have kept them looking pretty new by following the “No Street Shoes” 
rule, Thanks Jackie and Mike. 
 

Additionally, prizes will be awarded to the top three sauce makers.  The club has budgeted money for nice award 
gifts!  In addition to the ornament exchange, a door prize drawing with be held with several nice and useful items 
to be given away.   

Party Address:  5948 Beach Dr SW; Seattle, WA 98136; Home: 206-932-7479; Cell: 206-941-7479 
 

Directions to the Party: 

There are two kinds of directions to our place---the shortest and the most straight foreword.  I will provide the 
most straight forward.  Map quest will give you the shortest, but take them at your peril.  We have had people get very lost, even 
though the directions are not that complicated (if you know where you are going). 

Directions will be for five different approaches: 

1. Freeway from the north (or east) 

2. Freeway from the south 

3. 99 from the north 

4. 509 from the south 

5. Ambaum from the south 
 

1. From the North 

Take exit 163A to the West Seattle Bridge.  Go over the high rise bridge and get in the right lane. 

· Take the Admiral Way exit.  It will lead you up the hill going north and then swing to the west.  

You will be going through the Admiral District.  Keep going a couple more miles down the hill. 

· You will come to a STOP SIGN, which is 63rd SW. 

•  Turn Left at 63rd SW 

· 63rd SW merges into Beach Drive after about ½ mile. 
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· Go ~ 1.8 miles on Beach Drive.  You will be going through some curves before our place.  When 

it straightens out, look for our place on the left.  It is tan with a steep driveway. We hope to have 

the FEN banner up before you get there so you will have no trouble identifying the place.  The 

Address is 5948 
 

2. From the South 

Take Exit 163 to the West Seattle Bridge.  After you are on the bridge, see the directions for “From the 

South” 
 

3. 99 From the North 

· After traveling on Hizzonor’s least favorite roadway take the turn off to West Seattle Bridge.  It is 

the second turnoff.  There are two close together. 

· Follow the directions for “From the South (1)” 
 

4. 509 From the South. 

· Take the 128th SW exit, which is the first one north of SR 518. 

· Turn left (you are going west) 

· Go a couple of miles to Ambaum Way (Traffic Light).  There is a Catholic School playground 

on your right, a Shell gas station across the street and a big Goodwill store on your left. 

· Turn RIGHT on Ambaum 

· Go a couple of miles to 107th.SW.  (TRAFFIC LIGHT)There is a Taco Bell on your left, a florist 

on your right and a Video rental place across the street on your right. 

· Turn Left on 107th 

· Stay on 107th.  You will go through one traffic light and two stop signs.  Turn Right at the TEE 

(Third stop sign).  You are now on Marine View Drive. 

· Stay on Marine view drive until the stop sign at the bottom of a long, pretty steep hill.  

· Turn left at the stop sign. 

· The street turns right.  You will go past the Fauntleroy Ferry terminal and Lincoln Park.  It is ~0.8 

miles from the ferry to the Union 76 gas station (See next direction) 

· Turn Left  in front of the gas station and follow the street down the hill to the STOP SIGN. 

(~ 0.4 miles) 

· Go straight ahead to Beach Drive for 0.6 miles. 

· We are on the right side of the street, shortly after passing under a bunch of trees.  Address is 5948 
 

5. Ambaum from the South 

· If you can find your way to Ambaum, follow the instructions 4 above. 

  
Holiday Party 2009 ~ (continued) 
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FEN Italian Holiday Party & Pasta Sauce Challenge ~ 

 

Please keep Jackie (206-932-7479) or Lillian (206-782-2832) advised of your intended contributions to the meal — Thanks 

SIGN-UP SHEET 

Main Dish: 

Vegetable Lasagna – Mike & Jackie                     Pizza -  

Meat Lasagna – Bob & Lilian                               Calzone - 

Chicken Lasagna –                                                 Other (Not Italian) - 

Other (Not Italian) - 

FEN BEST PASTA SAUCE CHALLENGE PARTICIPANTS: 

Please bring cooked pasta to taste with your sauce – You will be judged on the sauce, not the pasta. 

Great Prizes are awarded to the best 1st, 2nd and 3rd place popular vote finishers. 

Sauce suggestions: Red, White or Green (Pesto) 

Pasta suggestions: 

Penne -                         Rigatoni -                         Linguini -                      Rotini -  

Fusili  -                         Spaghetti -                        Ravioli -                       Fiori -  

Appetizers:  

Meat balls -                                 Italian sausage -                           Mozzarella caprese - 

Antipasto tray -                               Italian Cheese tray -                      OTHER:         

Salads: 

(Dressing suggestions: Balsamic vinegar and Creamy Italian) 

Tossed green -                                                       Italian slaw salad -            

Broccolini salad  -                                                  Spinach salad -            

 

Bread: 

Italian Bread -             Garlic Bread -                         Stromboli -                  Other: 

 

Dessert: 

Spumoni ice cream -                Biscotti-                     Tiramisu -                 Gelato -  

Other dessert (Not  Italian) -                          Other dessert (Not Italian)  -                              



Route 66 in a FIAT ~ 

Some of you are aware of a road trip, which by the time you read this, should have ended. 

Three friends, Brett Melancon (and son Blake) and Larry Smith, embarked on the ultimate 

road trip – a 10 day, 2,500-mile trek from Chicago to Los Angeles on historic Route 66, 

the legendary “Mother Road,” following the 85% of the original path still intact.  The are 

driving a 1999 Fiat Multipla (Ugly Duck), with right-hand drive, to the Best of France and 

Italy Car Show in LA. 

 

On day two, near St. Louis, a problem with the clutch developed.  But with the help of 

fellow Fiat enthusiasts the problem is resolved: 

 

“It was dark by then, but we made it a little further down the road to 

Stanton (Mo.), where we stopped for the night. It was definitely a mixed 

bag of a day. Frustration, fear, anger, relief, joy, and gratitude all had a 

place. In the end, we had witnessed an amazing thing...our situation in St. 

Louis had brought together a network of people worldwide who had no 

other motive but to help out three weary but determined travelers. Friends 

from across the US and as far-reaching as England and California had 

taken time and effort to offer advice and suggestions. We were left mar-

veling at the small world that recent technology has allowed us to become. 

We were also very happy that our seemingly catastrophic problem was 

nothing but a broken spring. Most of all, we were thankful for people like 

Chris, Michelle and Jim who selflessly gave up their Sunday on a mo-

ment’s notice to lend us a helping hand and save our trip after it had only 

barely begun.” 

 

Their story is an enjoyable read (http://www.66inafiat.com). 
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FEN 2009 Crossword Puzzle ~ 
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1

2

3 4

5

7

6

8

109

12

14

25

27

28

26

23

18

16

20 21 22

11

13

17

19

24

15

Note: Sources for the puzzle include this and previous issues of the newsletter, the internet, 

and personal recollection. 
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FEN 2009 Crossword Puzzle ~ 

Across 

5. First VPN certified pizzeria in the Northwest (2 words) 

10. Said to mean little mouse 

11. Well known red wine 

13. “___ Ferrari” 

14. Auto make owned by Audi 

16. Frequent status of MGs 

18. City where pizza is said to have originated 

19. Southern point city of the Mille Miglia 

22. Tire brand 

23. Invented by Luigi Bezzera in 1901 

24. Attempted a buyout in the 60s but spurned by Ferrari 

25. Espresso laced dessert 

27. We went seeking them in July with the Rices 

28. Design house owned by Ford and best known here for a VW design 

Down 

1. He designed the 124 Spider 

2. Italian motorcycle brand 

3. X1/9 coach builder 

4. An independent state on Italy’s Adriatic coast (2 words) 

6. Maker of carburetors 

7. Born Sofia Villani Scicolone in 1934 (2 words) 

8. Brothers who own the Capitol tour end point cafe 

9. Sicilian volcano 

12. “______ Nun”, a frequent gag door prize at the MG Tulip Rallye 

15. Like Lucas only Italian (2 words) 

17. Home town of FIAT 

20. Italian state where Florence is located 

21. Like bouillabaisse, but invented by Italians in San Francisco  

26. One time Fiat model automobile 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 

Veterans Day 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25  Newsletter 

Deadline 

26 

Thanksgiving 

27 28 

29 30      

November 2009 

 
 
 

November Meeting—North 
 
Meeting starts at 7:30, come 
earlier for dinner. 
 

Mia Roma 
7620 NE Bothell Way 
Kenmore, (425) 486-6200 
 
 
 

December 6th 
FEN Holiday party 
 

(No regular meeting) 
 

2009 Calendar of Events 
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Are you interested in an officer, financial 

audit committee or car show committee 

position for 2010?  If so, please let us 

know!   


