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October 2009 October is here and our scheduled driving season has come to a close.  
Hard to believe the time has past so quickly!  We held six drives this year: 
one gimmick rally, one poker run, and four simple tours.  All were fun to par-
ticipate in and that is what it is all about! 

 

Around the end of the month each member household will receive one bal-
lot and a SASE for voting to accept or reject the Proposed Bylaws.  There 
will also be a list of changes to the Proposed Bylaws-so far I have received 
three suggested changes.  The returned ballots will be opened and counted 
at the November regular meeting.  I sincerely hope we will have a high par-
ticipation rate on this vote. 

 

I want to thank the hearty members who braved the terrible weather to at-
tend the Concours d’Elegance on Labor Day weekend.  It was some of the 
worst summertime weather I have experienced. 

 

At this month’s meeting I will have more copies of the technical handouts 
from the September meeting available for those who did not get copies yet. 

 

Last month I announced that the holiday party would again be at the home 
of Jackie and Mike in West Seattle, however they felt we should offer the 
opportunity for someone else to participate if the desire is there.  If you think 
you might be interested in hosting the party at your home, but you are un-
sure of what is involved you should speak with them (206-932-7479). 

 

Again the floor will be open for nominations at the meeting for all positions.  
The election will be held at the November regular meeting.  Anyone inter-
ested in serving in any position is certainly encouraged to step forward.  The 
current officers have agreed to serve next year if no other members are 
nominated. 

 

Lastly, we offer our condolences to the Rians during their time of loss.  I 
also wish to thank everyone who provided support, especially Judy and 
David Moise for their kind actions. 

 

Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the Sept 2nd FEN Meeting 

 

The meeting was called to order by President, Bert 
Cripe at 7:30pm. 

 

There were 12 members and 3 guests present.  The 
guests were Allen Mietzner and his father Leroy.  
Allen has a 1970 Sports Spider and is fixing it up for 
his high school senior project.  Peter Coulton has a 
1979 Spider.  New member Lynda Carey, who has 
a 1979 Spider, introduced herself. 

 

Terry gave the Treasurer’s Report.  We have 
$2,938.55, are solvent, and have no debts.  There 
are 38 members.  There were 10 paid entries in the 
Concours d’ Elegance. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Member Bob Gerttula talked about the trip he and 
Marianne took to Breckenridge, Colorado for the 
North America MGB Annual gathering of MGs that 
took place June 24-28.  There were 20 cars from 
the Seattle area that went to the event.  Bob and 
Marianne drove their 1979 MGB over back roads to 
get there and traveled over 3800 miles total.  They 
were given info on how to deal with altitude sick-
ness, went on several rallies, and attended tech 
sessions.  There was an awards banquet at a Sun-
day brunch and Bob won 2nd  in his division and 
“Chairman’s Choice” which is the same as Best in 
Show.  They visited with family before heading 
home.  Congratulations to Bob and we are glad he 
and Marianne had such a wonderful trip and appre-
ciate him telling us about it. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Last weekend, David Moise went to the LeMay car 
collection in Tacoma.  He said it was quite over-
whelming.  The LaMay home was open for the 
event also. 

 

David Moise mentioned he has an article from 1957 
about Fiat coming into the US.  He did not want it any-
more so Alan Mietzner took it. 

 

Bert reported that John Shirley won Best of Show at 
Pebble Beach with his Ferrari TR250, which is valued 
at $12 million.  He then took it to the track where he 
spun out but did not damage it. 

 

Bert has a tape of the Mille Miglia to lend out, but 
there were no takers. 

 

Bert talked about asking permission from Classic Mo-
tor Sports and Hemmings Sports and Exotic Cars 
about using articles from their magazines. Classic Mo-
tor Sports was not very nice or forthcoming, but Hem-
mings, on the other hand, was very nice and agree-
able. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Bert reminded us of the Capital Tour that is on Sept 
19 and Festa Italiana, on Sept 25 and 26.  You must 
have your registration in by Sept 21 for Festa. 

 

At the Board Meeting, Darsie Brown, now known as 
Darsie Bell since she and Doug got married, volun-
teered to be the Merchandise Manager.  She will be in 
charge of everything involved with any merchandise. 

 

Bert reported on the board meeting that took place on 
Sunday, August 23 and fine tuning of the proposed by
-laws.  Everyone was sent a copy of the by-laws to 
look over and comment on.  If you have comments 
please send them to Bert.  This will be discussed 
again at the October meeting so the people at the 
South end will also have an opportunity to discuss 
them.  Every member household will be sent one bal-
lot along with a SASE in which to return the ballot.   

September Meeting Minutes ~ 
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September Meeting Minutes cont... 

 

The ballots will be counted at the November meeting.  

Once approved the by-laws will be sent to the state.  
Bert also discussed the functions and purpose of the 
Director position. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bert opened the floor for nominations for officers for 
2010.  David Moise moved that all of the current offi-
cers remain in office.  Dan Rian seconded it.  There 
was no discussion and no other nominations.  All 
current officers had agreed that they would serve an-
other year if there were no other nominations. 

 

Bert had a lot of handouts about preparing your car 
for the winter, bringing your car out of storage for the 
spring and how to prepare your car for a long road 
trip. 

 

He also had the results of the Tool Kit Challenge 
which were included in the handout package. 
 

Bert is still working on getting at least one of the two 
guys from Canada to talk about the Spring Thaw 
Classic Car Adventure. 

 

Bert also reported that the board discussed the Holi-
day party and it was decided to accept Mike and 
Jackie’s hospitality and have the party there again 
this year.  The board had been talking about having 
the party at a restaurant, but we did not have the 
time to put something together that would be suit-
able.  Maybe next year. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 

 

DOOR PRIZES 

Lynda Carey won a Griot’s fender protector 
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David Moise won a bottle of Griot’s car wash and mitt 

Diana Cripe won an All Italian Car Show poster 

Sooz Rian won a roll of blue towels 

Mike Wayte won a Prestone coolant system flush kit 

Leroy Mietzner won an All Italian Car show poster 

Bert Cripe won a roll of blue towels 

John Lavalle won an All Italian Car show poster 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

Diana Cripe 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFO! 

 
You will receive 1 voting ballot 
per membership in the mail for 
the revised by-laws.  Please 
mail back to FEN as soon as 
possible as we hope to have the 
results by the November meet-
ing.  Please contact Bert Cripe if 
you have any questions.   



Capitol Tour 2009 ~  

 

 
 
 
 

Dan and Sooz opted to take “Pearl” rather than Giuseppe, because it was raining when 
we started out.  

We had a great turnout: Peter Coulton with his Fiat 124 Spider; Lynda Carey in her Ford Escape; 
Greg Smith in his X-19; Ray Boyajian in his 124 Spider; Norm Smith in his Jeep,  Bert and Diana 
Cripe in their 124 Spider and Sue and Dan Carson in their 124 Spider.   There were 8 cars in total.   

Before we actually started the tour, the sun came out.  Dan 
Rian lived in Olympia as a teenager, for about 2 ½ years (long 
enough to snag Sooz, who also grew up there).   

There were so many of the sights that were familiar to us, 
though some of the back roads we don’t remember.  We 
started our trip by seeing a gaggle of geese and corn 4/$100. 
As we went onto Spurgeon Creek Road, this was farm 
country, but we don’t know what they were farming.  We 
passed a big Angus ranch and a large horse farm with a huge 
barn (bigger than most houses).   Some of the property 
belonged to Ft. Lewis where they could “play war”.   It was 
very lush and green with lots of trees.   

As we meandered around Tenino on old 99, we spotted many 
“wish” horses, lo and behold, we saw a car like Dan’s 1949 Chevy and Sooz’ 46 Chrysler!  Bert 
made mention that the roads were well maintained, and they were.  We saw acres and acres of 
farming (we didn’t know there was this much land left).  Then we spotted a Weyerhaeuser tree farm 
with hundreds of acres of small to middling seedlings.  We passed the Mima Mounds and the south 
sound raceway. Mima mounds are mysterious formations found in fields in various parts of the 
world, including China, Alaska, and in this part of southwestern Washington.  This cluster has been 
designated a registered natural landmark to preserve and offer interpretations of the formations.  
The clearing is full of hundreds of closely spaced mounds, six to eight feet high, with a diameter 
around thirty feet.  Various theories exist to explain the mounds, from glacial deposition to giant 
prehistoric gophers, though others believe they were formed by Native Americans.   

 

One of the things we are really enjoying about this 
tour is there were no TRUCKS!  As we made our 
way from Tumwater, around Capital Lake, we pass 
the Crosby house, where Bing Crosby was born and 
the beautiful Tumwater Falls Terrace.  Ending the 
tour at the historic Spar Café was a kick for us 
because Sooz’s father used to go there every 
Sunday after church to purchase a cigar and the 
Sunday Seattle Times.  We chose to eat lunch there 
and the food was good.  

Another excellent tour put together by Bert Cripe!  

 

 ~ Dan and Sooz Rian 
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Another Festive Festa Italiana! 

 

The morning of September 25th  was a little cool as we 
headed off for the Festa.  Jackie wore a warm sweater 
to fend off the early fall chill.  But once inside the Seat-
tle Center grounds it was apparent we were in for a 
nice day.  People started early to come by and admire 
the Fiats, Alfa and Ferraris.  Four FEN cars and one 
“For Sale” belonging to a Center employee made up 
the Fiat contingent.  Dave Moise, Bob Yetter, Dan & 
Sooz and Mike & Jackie were our representatives this 
year. 

Lots of people came by to admire our cars.  There were 
more “I used to have one of these in 19XX” than I be-
lieve I have ever heard.  People stopped by to chat in-

cluding some former FEN members from years ago. 

The Festa had enough attractions and bars to keep us entertained for the entire day. 

This is not your typical car show.  This one provides 
free parking in the middle of the Seattle Center and 
provides entertainment for the whole day.  Mike Laz-
zaretti, our host, got us started with a complementary 
drink ticket.  From there we got into the swing of 
things trying the food samples, buying Italian bread, 
sausage and lunchmeats, and other Italian items.  
We then moved to buying lunch from a choice of Ital-
ian eateries and wrapping up lunch with an Italian Ice 
from our own Sharon Crosetto.  Sharon was an Ital-
ian ice vendor with great authentic Italian ice.  The 
entertainment also included a grape stomping con-
test.  Looked a little too juicy for me.  The crowd 
started thinning about 4:30 and by 5:30 all the cars had left. 

 

I must admit I was not one of the first to jump on 
the Festa bandwagon when it was first introduced 
to the club years ago, but, Jackie and I have been 
regulars for several years now and look forward the 
a very enjoyable day.  I would urge you to put it in 
your planning book for 2010. 

 

 ~Mike Wayte 
 

  
Festa Italiana 2009 ~ 
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 MG Wine Tour 2009 ~ 

2009 MG Car Club Northwest Centre Wine Tour 

 

We began the tour in Morton, Washington, which is a place we recognized from previous rallies.   Though it 
was a little chilly to start out with our top down, by the time we arrive in Morton, the sun was out. We (Dan and 
I) were delighted to see Mike and Jackie Wayte, Bert Cripe and Susan 
and Ray Boyajian, (members from Centralia).  Therefore, the Fiat club 
was well represented with the MGs.  We meandered the excellent for-
est roads through to Randal and Carson. As we approached the Wind 
River Highway, we had a clear view of Mt. Hood.  We eventually paral-
leled the Columbia, crossed the river and ended up at the Cousins 
Country Inn at The Dalles, Oregon.  With a name like ‘Country Cousins’ 
we were a little apprehensive about the accommodations. However, the 
Inn had been recently renovated and is well maintained. They have a 
full-service restaurant also with a wide selection menu.  It was very nice 
and also reasonable. Pauline (the leader of the tour) confided in us that 
the Hood River Inn, where we have stayed before, had priced them-
selves out of our business and no longer gives good club rates. We really enjoyed meeting and getting re-
acquainted with our MG friends. An early 70’s Mercedes convertible had a special passenger, a 17 year old 
blind cat, who enjoyed riding in the passenger’s lap with the to down. How fun! 

 

The next morning, it was up early for the drivers meeting at 8:00 am to go 
to the 2009 annual Fly-In at the Western Antique Aeroplane and Automo-
tive Museum in Hood River. We traveled through the Gorge and saw 
many wonderful viewpoints. 
The museum had many beau-
tifully restored cars dating 
back to the early 1900s as well 
as very nicely restored old air-
planes. The date was Septem-

ber 11, which the museum remembered with a memorial service 
for the people who died in the terrorist attack in 2001.  

 

After the ceremony we watched many old planes land to partici-
pate in the fly-in. Hundreds of planes from all over the country 
were expected. 

 

We returned to Hood River for lunch at a British Pub. After lunch, some of the guys went to see a collection of 
motorcycles a local member had.  Mike, Bert and Dan went off to see the Maryhill Hill Climb road.  Susan, 
Jackie and I went shopping in Hood River.  Delightful shops with air conditioning, which we needed by then. 
Jackie and Susan were patient with my struggling and straggling along with them.  My back has been 
screaming at me for several weeks and does not allow me to stand or walk for more than a few moments at a 
time.  We loved the shops and saved the men SO MUCH Money! Apparently Mike, Dan, etc., were not able to 
see the Hill Climb as it was closed and required a permit, so they came home early. 

 

On Saturday morning when I walked out of our room toward the main parking lot I noticed a red carjacked up  



 MG Wine Tour 2009 con’t~ 
and evidence of work having been performed.  I thought, Oh hell, those bloody MG owners will 
never let us live this one down.  Woops, it was an MG and one of our own, Ray Boyajian, was on 
his back working on it.  How sweet it is!! 

 

Turns out 40 years is about all the service you can get out of a British 
fuel line. Fortunately Ray, with the help of honorary Fiat owner Ken 
Bottani, was able to replace the offending gas line. 

 

Saturday was the day to hit the wineries.  As usual, detailed instruc-
tions were provided, as well as using their “Dusty Car Rule”, to keep 
us all together and on track.  We started the drive with stops at some 
of the viewpoints we passed the previous day.  Then across the river 
on the Hood River Bridge (toll) to Washington.  We visited five wineries starting with the very remote boutique 
winery McCormick Family Vineyards.  The wine was good, the people friendly and the views great.  They 
opened early for us.  Good thing, we were quite the crowd.    

 

We proceeded to the Domaine Pouillion winery, the Cor Cellars winery and the 
Syncline winery where we had a picnic lunch.  Space was limited as they had 
moved supplies into the picnic area but no one complained.  The final stop of the 
day was at the Jacob Williams Winery in the town of Lyle.  The tasting room was 
in a storefront building but the wine was good and the building air-conditioned. 

 

We headed back in a 
somewhat disorganized 
fashion.  I bought an ice 
cream cone to cleanse my 
pallet and started after 
most of the cars.  No prob-
lems getting to the motel.  
Dinner was in the Country 
Cousin’s banquet room, 

making for a very short walk back to the motel. 

 

On the final day, Dan and Mike decided to head home 
by the Northern route up 97.  As we were entering the 
highway outside Toppenish, we noticed a man lying at 
the edge of the roadway.  He was moving a little, but it certainly was too hot (93°F) for someone to by lying on 
blacktop to rest, so we called 911.  We hoped to stop at a fruit stand and get some of the last of the harvest’s 
good stuff, but taking the Canyon Road out of Yakima, we missed it.  We did find the Red Horse Drive-In on 
old highway 10 north of Ellensburg which we had eaten at before and had some juicy burgers.  All in all it was 
a very enjoyable 4 days which we met many new friends and had many good meals but we sure were tired 
when we got home Sunday night. 

 

~ Bert Cripe, Dan and Sooz Rian and Mike and Jackie Wayte. 
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Photo’s by Darsie Brown (Bell) 

 

FIAT award winners: 

 

1st Place - 1958 Multipla 

2nd Place - 1967 850 Coupe (Cheryl & Don 

Wengard) 

3rd Place - 1982 124 Spider (Mike Wayte) 

 
Other notable winners: 

 

Northwest Auto Salon "White Glove Award" - 

Bruce Wanta (1973 DeTomaso Pantera) 

Sports Car Market Magazine "Spirit of Motor-

ing" Award: Peter Gleeson (1979 BMW M-1) 

Griot's Garage "Preservationist Cup" - Rob Wakeling (1967 Ferrari 330 GT) 

Best of Show - Auto: Jon Shirley (1957 Ferrari 250TR) 

Best of Show - Motorcycle: Lorin Smith (1973 Ducati 750) 

People's Choice Award - Motorcycle: Lorin Smith (1973 Ducati 750) 

People's Choice Award - Automobile: Bruce Wanta (1973 DeTomaso Pantera)  

Board of Directors Award - Jeff Burk (1958 FIAT Multipla)  

 

 

 

 

Italian Concours d’ Elegance 2009 ~ 
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Italian Concours d’ Elegance 2009 Con’t ~ 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
   1 2 3 

4 5 6 7  FEN Meeting 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2009 

 
 

October 4th 
Whine & Cheese Tour: 

****Cancelled***** 
New  tour TBD 

 
 
December 6th 
FEN Holiday party 
 

 
October Meeting—South 
 
Meeting starts at 7:30, come 
earlier for dinner. 
 

Amante Pizza and Pasta 
4201 NE Sunset Blvd 
Renton, WA 98059 
(425) 271-8985  
 
 
 
 

2009 Calendar of Events 
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Are you interested in an officer, 

nominating committee or car show 

committee position for 2010?  If so, 

please let us know!   



 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 


