
Newsletter 

President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-
8758, spiders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President:  Norm Smith  
206-248-2596  or 206-459-2663 

 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry 
Zeitner 425-640-2994, tmzeit-
ner2@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  Diana Cripe 360-731-
8768, dlcripe@wavecable.com                                                                                   

Newsletter:  Darsie Brown 425-
652-7216,darsella@gmail.com    
 

Web site: www.fiatnorthwest.org 

The Journal of the Northwest’s Premier FIAT Club 

September 2009 The board had a productive third quarter meeting last month.  It completed a 
set of proposed bylaws and you should receive a copy in the mail soon.  
Please take some time to read them thoroughly and give them ample consid-
eration.  Our goal was to define and specify, in general terms, how the club’s 
business should be conducted while leaving enough leeway for change and 
adaptation without frequent revisions. 
It was decided that the final vote would be by mail-in ballot.  One ballot will be 
mailed to each membership residence.  One vote for each dues paid.  This 
method also allows someone, who might not be able to attend a regular 
meeting, to still cast a vote.  The returned ballots will be opened and counted 
at the November regular meeting. 
In regards to the September meeting program, I was not able to get the 
speaker intended.  Perhaps next month it will work out.  So I’ll present the 
results of the Tool Kit challenge, some new tech handouts I have acquired, 
and pass on some helpful tips about documenting repairs and maintenance 
of your vehicle.  I’ll also have available copies of the tech handouts presented 
at our meeting last February. 
The holiday party will again be at the home of Jackie and Mike in West Seat-
tle.  The board had hoped to find a commercial venue at which to hold a more 
upscale event, at a reasonable cost, and relieve the work on our frequent and 
gracious hosts.  But we were not able to find a suitable one in the time frame 
we allowed ourselves.  Rather than have a less than quality event we felt it 
better to fall back to a known formula.  The board appreciates Jackie and 
Mike’s work to make the party happen and we thank them very much! 
Darsie has volunteered and I have appointed her to be the merchandise 
manager for all club regalia.  She will be responsible for all matters concern-
ing club merchandise during the year and at the All-Italian Car Show next 
spring. 
2010 Officer Elections.  The floor will be open for nominations at the Septem-
ber meeting for all positions.  The election will be held at the November regu-
lar meeting.  Anyone interested in serving in any position is certainly encour-
aged to step forward.  The current officers have agreed to serve next year if 
no other members are nominated. 
We have another busy month of car related events and I hope to see you at 
each of them.  Of special interest to me is the Capitol Tour in the south end - 
look for the details inside this issue. 
 
Ciao, 
 
Bert Cripe 
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FEN Meeting Minutes - Aug 5, 2009 
 
The meeting was brought to order by President, 
Bert Cripe at 7:30 pm. 
 
There were 15 members in attendance and there 
was one guest. The guest was Mike Wilson who 
was there to speak about the Concours d’Elegance. 
 
This is the 17th year of the Concourse and it is tak-
ing place at the Des Moines waterfront on Sunday, 
Sept 6th.  Mike talked about some of the places the 
Concours has taken place in the past.  This year’s 
feature marquee is Competition cars. He displayed 
this year’s poster and said that there would be a 
wider variety of foods available this year.  The sale 
of raffle tickets benefits The Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion and are expected to cost $10 each.  Public ad-
mission to the event is $5.00. 
 
In Terry’s absence, Bert gave the Treasurer’s Re-
port. We currently have 37 paid members and a bal-
ance of $3062.32.  We have no outstanding bills.  
So far Mike Wayte and Dan Rian have paid to enter 
their cars in the Concours.  We also received a 
thank you letter from the Life Enrichment Options for 
the $1000 donation from our All Italian Car Show 
proceeds. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
Bert reminded us that the Volcano Run is on Satur-
day, Aug. 15. 
 
Festa Italiana is at the Seattle Center on Sept 25th 
and 26th.  If you wish to show your car, you need to 
have your application in by Sept 24.  There is no 
cost for showing your car, but all cars must be pre-
register-no day of event registration is allowed due 
to security concerns.  This is an all Italian event, 
with food and craft booths, cooking demos and en-

tertainment. 
 
The next FEN Board meeting will be on Sunday, Sept 
23rd. Time and place to be determined. All members 
are welcome to attend. 
 
Bert asked Bob Gerttula to be the September Guest 
speaker.  He will tell us about the road trip he and 
Marianne took to Breckenridge, Colorado for an MG 
car event. 
 
Bert reminded us that there is still time to submit your 
list for the Tool Kit Challenge.  The results will be an-
nounced at the October meeting. 
 
Bert reminded us of the Capital Tour that will be Sat-
urday, Sept 19 which will end at McMenamin’s Spar 
Café in Olympia. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Bert has been trying to contact the organizers of the 
Spring Thaw Rally that was held in British Columbia, 
in hopes of having them give a presentation about the 
event. 
 
Norm mentioned the new Targa Canada West racing 
event that is being planned for BC next year. 
 
On August 15th, FLU will have their yearly four-day 
festival and the Chrysler Group will have the new Fiat 
500 there. There will also be a factory rep there and 
the media. 
 

Bob Gerttula talked about the MG Car Club Wine Tour 
that will take place Sept 10th-13th.   This tour will start 
in Morton, WA, part of it will be on Hwy 30 and end in 
the Dalles, Oregon area.   

August Meeting Minutes ~ 
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August Meeting Minutes cont... 
There is an antique car and airplane museum there 
with a fly-in and tour of the museum for $5.00.  Sat-
urday will include a tour of 4-5 small craft wineries, 
some rustic and some newer.  Sunday will include 
visiting one winery before heading home. 
 
Bert spoke about a group going to the LeMay Car 
Museum in Tacoma. He asked for a show of hands 
to see how many people were interested. He also 
asked if anyone was interested in a trip to the Mu-
seum of Flight where Ken Botini is a docent and a 
trip to Books for Cars. The only one of these that got 
a good amount of interest was the LeMay Museum. 
 
Bob Yetter suggested we contact John Shirley about 
viewing his car collection again, but Norm said that 
he spoke with Mr. Shirley’s manager who related that 
his cars are currently in different places in the coun-
try and thus a tour is not possible any time soon. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 pm. 
 

DOOR PRIZES 
 
We had a lot of door prizes this month and here are 
the winners: 
 
Darsie Bell (wedding congratulations to Darsie and 
Doug!) won a thermal picnic bag. 
Norm Smith won a Fiat license plate frame 
Ron Gunderson won Italian coveralls 
Marianne Gerttula won an Italian Fiat/Lancia base-
ball cap 
John Lavalle won a Concourse D’Elegance poster 
Jim Perry won a Concourse poster, but traded with 
Norm 
Gavin Bell (Doug’s son) won a Concourse poster 
Doug Bell won a BARF (Bay Area Running of the 
Fiats) T-shirt 
David Moise won a Concourse poster 
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Bert Cripe won an Italian no parking sign 
Bob Gerttula won an Italian Flag bumper sticker 
Diana Cripe won an Italian Flag bumper sticker 
Cheryl Gunderson won an “All Italian Car Show” T-
shirt 
Bob Yetter won a Concourse poster. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Diana Cripe 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFO! 
 

You will receive 1 voting ballot 
per membership in the mail for 
the revised by-laws.  Please 
mail back to FEN as soon as 
possible as we hope to have the 
results by the November meet-
ing.  Please contact Bert Cripe if 
you have any questions.   



Capitol Tour Info ~  

 
 
 
 
 

Capital Tour Rally 
Saturday September 19th 
Hosts: Diana and Bert Cripe 
Times: 9 a.m. for breakfast, 10:15 for driver/navigator meeting 
 
The route is ~70 miles long and takes ~2.5 hours. There will be no gimmick questions, it’s not a poker run, 
just a simple and pleasant tour through forests, farmland, urban, and suburban areas. We have altered the 
route from the one run in 2006.  We will end the tour for lunch at McMenamin’s Spar Café (http://
www.mcmenamins.com) in oldtown Olympia.  This was a hot spot in the 1930’s and 40’s and it retains much 
of its charm (meaning it probably hasn’t been remodeled in its 70 years)! 
 
The plan is to meet at I-5 exit 114. Exit to the right, the ramp goes up and over the freeway. After the traffic 
light you can turn right into the commercial area where there is a gas station and two restaurants, among 
other businesses. 
 
Driver/navigator meeting at 10:15 a.m. and on the road at 10:30. Diana and I will hang around in case 
someone is late if you call us on our cell phones at 360-731-8758 or 8768 to inform us beforehand. Anyone 
wanting to eat breakfast at one of the two restaurants there can arrive earlier OR you can decide on a 
different place amongst yourselves. I have no idea of the quality of either place at exit 114. We expect to 
arrive about 9 a.m. and intend to try “Norma’s Breakfast and Burgers”. 
 
And as is usual, bring any car that you have to the event - Italian cars are not required! 
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A man in a Porsche 911 stops at a stoplight and a guy on a scooter pulls up next to him.  The guy on 
the scooter leans over and takes an admiring look at the inside of the Porsche and tells the driver 
that he has a really hot car.  Well, the light turned green so the driver of the Porsche decides to show 
off and peels out and leaves the guy on the scooter in the dust.  Then, all of a sudden, he sees the 
scooter zip on past him.  So, being a little cocky, the Porsche driver floors it again and blows past 
the guy on the scooter.  A few seconds later, he again sees the scooter zip on past him.  So now 
he's a little irate as well as a little miffed that that scooter keeps passing him so he floors it until he is 
going over 100 mph.  He thinks to himself that there would be no way that scooter could catch him 
now, but then looks in the rearview mirror and sees that scooter starting to catch up.  He then de-
cides to find out what that scooter really is and slams on his brakes.  Then the scooter crashes into 
the Porsche.  After the dust settled, the Porsche driver sees the scooter driver lying in the road and 
goes over to him and asks how he could go as fast as the Porsche on a little wimpy scooter...  
The dying man replied, "I can't really, but my suspenders were caught on your side mirror."  
 
 

 Funny ~ 

http://www.mcmenamins.com/�
http://www.mcmenamins.com/�
http://www.mcmenamins.com/�
http://www.mcmenamins.com/�
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As promised, this year’s wine tour is a special tour to the Columbia Gorge Wine 
growing region.  Our bas of operations will be The Dalles, OR and we are adding an 
additional (optional) day to tour on Thursday, September 10th.  For those who can 
get away a day early, we have arranged for a tour of the Western Antique Aeroplane 
and Automobile Museum (WAAAM) in Hood River OR for Friday, September 11th.  
That day is the beginning of WAAAM’s weekend Fly-In and numerous vintage air-
crafts will be arriving at the airport during our visit.  The museum’s hanger doors will be open and we will be 
able to view all of the antique aircraft and cars for only a $5.00 admission.   
 
Here’s the schedule: 
 
The tour starts in Morton, WA on Thursday, September 10th at noon.  Services are limited in Morton, but 
lunch can be found at a few local deli’s and restaurants.  We will depart Morton at 1:30, heading east to 
Randal then south on winding forest roads to the Columbia Gorge.  Our hotel for the next three nights will be 
Cousins Country Inn in the Dalles, OR.  Reservations: (800) 848-9378, special pricing: $80/night for single 
queen or $85/night for double.  In order to get the special pricing, you will need to say that you are with the 
MG Car Club group.  25 rooms were reserved at that special price (expired 8/24) so you will need to make 
your reservation ASAP.   
 
Friday, September 11th -  Getting an early start, we will travel west to Hood River over the old Columbia 
Gorge Highway (Route 30) , stopping at a scenic overlook along the way.  The Western Antique Aeroplane 
and Automobile Museum is conducting a special tour for us at 9:30 am.  We plan to stay at the museum until 
noon in order to allow time to view the huge number of displays and the flying aircraft at the airport.  We plan 
to have lunch at the Full Sail Brewery in Hood River or you can choose any of the fine restaurant in the down-
town area.  The afternoon is free to wander the shops and wineries in Hood River.  No formal dinner is 
planned for the evening but there are many wonderful restaurants to choose from including the one in our ho-
tel.    
 
Saturday, September 12th -  The day will be spent exploring 4 or 5 small craft wineries in the Lyle, WA area.  
The roads are extraordinary and the scenery is definitely worthy of poster-quality photography.  The wineries 
are young (2-3 years) and rustic and the wines are fantastic.  A special dinner has been arranged at Cousins 
Country Inn for Saturday night.   
 
Sunday, September 13th - In the late morning we will visit a re-
mote winery south of The Dalles before stopping for lunch at “Big 
Jims” drive-inn, where all of the burgers are “made with love”.  The 
tour officially ends at Big Jims but for those that are traveling east, 
we will stop at Maryhill Winery for a few hours on the patio before 
heading home.   
 
See you there! 
 
- Bob Gerttula  

  
MG Car Club Northwest Centre Wine Tour Info ~ 
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Volcano Tour 2009 ~ 
 

We’ve looked forward to this tour for some time, it’s a new area for us, one we’ve never done before, 
even though it meant getting up early for Sooz.  Before we even got out of Brier, we received a 
phone call from our best friends scheduling a cruise celebrating our anniversaries next month.  Way 
to go!  As we sped up the freeway with our top down, it was a little chilly, but it certainly is one way to 
wake up!  We noted there was enough blue in the sky to make Dutch Boy’s pants, which usually 
means the weather will be warm and sunny.  We participants met for breakfast in Mt. Vernon and 
even though the restaurant had changed, we still managed to get all together and head out after 
driver’s meeting.  Bob and Lilian Yetter met with us to just have breakfast, they couldn’t go on the 
tour.  Bert and Diana brought friends Maria and Vanetta driving a Miata to join us; Sharon and Tony 
Crosetto, our hosts; us and Norm in Sophia.  Sharon explained that this was a re-cycled run from a 
few years ago.   
Lots of rolls of hay and corn, corn, corn. It appeared to be sweet corn, not feed corn. Not sure if it 
was “as high as an elephant’s eye”, but it was darned near.  We passed Twin Sisters Mushroom 
Farm, slowed through the town of Acme.  ACME??  Where is the Roadrunner?  The Coyote? And 
Loads of TNT?  Ahhh, we did spot the Roadrunner on the side of a building.  We kept our eyes out, 
but never did see Wiley Coyote, darn!  We did see lots of garage sales!  There were a couple of 
streets were not named, but it only caused a momentary hesitation.  We passed ‘Lois’ Lane and 
many, many white (wish ) horses.  A brave native chipmunk stood frozen in the middle of the road, 
we just zoomed over him and prayed he wouldn’t move into Norm’s path, which he didn’t.  Diana re-
ported that he was at the side of the road, alive, when they passed.  All the farms appeared to have 
homestead history and many sported old 20’s era farm equipment and trucks.  Wonderful green, 
windy roads, just made for Fiat’s (and Miata’s, and Alfa’s of course). 
We blew through the historic town of Wickersham.  An unexpected detour near Mosquito Lake Road, 
took us off the original route slightly.  We noted near the north fork of the Nooksak River an historic 
marker that said “N. Fork Beer Shrine”.  Really?!   



Volcano Tour 2009 ~ 
We drove through beautiful farm country with an old, relaxed dog to go with each farm.  By noon, we 
had started to climb and the sun still had not broken out.  We weren’t cold, however. As we entered 
the Mt. Baker Nat’l forest, we noted about 30 plus Miata’s with their tops down coming down the 
mountain.  Lots of old growth timber.  Not as huge as the Redwoods, but pretty darned big.  Some 
appeared to be 8- 10 feet across.  As we wound the 
switchbacks inside the National Forest, it began to get colder 
and foggy and we mean FOGGY!!  We have been in dust 
storms and snow white-outs before and this was no difference.  
If you lost the yellow line you could not yell where you were in 
the road.  There were no guardrails and we noticed when we 
could see, that the road to one side was sheer drop off.  We 
chose a wider point in the road to stop and assess the situation.  
Unfortunately, Sharon and Tony had disappeared ahead of us into the fog.  Our cell phones didn’t 
work, but we decided to cautiously turn around and head back down. I t was scary, eerily quiet and 

damp.  After a switchback or 
two down the road, we were 
able to call Sharon and 
Tony and let them know 
where we were.  We 
stopped at a statue of two 
ravens, or, two old crows, 
depending on your perspec-
tive.  We got out, grabbed 
some snacks, and stretched 
our legs, visited, then at 
3:00 we headed back down 
the mountain.  We talked 

about having tee shirts made that say “ I Survived the Volcano Tour”!  We were glad to get back to 
the lower, greener farm country.  We followed a 1950 Studebaker Coupe in excellent condition on 
our way back to Mt. Vernon.  The tires looked way too narrow.  We all met, at the Il Grainaio, an up-
scale, delicious, Italian Restaurant in Mt. Vernon and were delightfully joined by Gary Reed and Sue 
Emerson, who couldn’t make the whole tour.  The sun was out in Mt. Vernon and we suspected it 
had been out all day there.  Oh well.  Owner Alberto Candivi, spoke to Sharon and Tony about how 
much he loved their Alfa.  
 
So sorry if you missed this one, folks!  
What can we say?  Never did see Mt. 
Baker.  It's the journey, not the destina-
tion.  Many thanks to Sharon Crosetto for 
putting this tour together!  
 
Ciao for now., 
Dan and Sooz Rian 
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While this car show was not a club- sponsored event,  it was a great event to attend. This show is 
put on for the enjoyment of the older folks that live at the Life Care Center in Kirkland. They had over 
100 cars and the variety was all the way from Rolls Royce to my spider. As most of you know, Bob 
Yetter is Director of the “Route 66” big band sound, and they put on a great 2 hour show. There 
were also students from the Eastside Swing Dance School and they put on a great performance. 
The sponsors provided free pop, hot dogs, popcorn, sno cones and also provided some very nice 
door prizes. Sooz and I won a $50.00 gift certificate to the Keg Restaurant and our friends who 
came with us to the show received $40.00 worth of Pizza certificates. While very crowded with cars 
and people, it was a very enjoyable way to spend a Saturday afternoon. 
 
When we registered for this they advised us to come 2 hours ahead to assure parking space. Well, 
we only arrived one hour before it started and we couldn’t believe the number of cars already there. 
Some came at 9:00 but they had been to the show before and knew what to expect. One nice thing 
about getting there late is they parked us right in front of the bandstand so we were close to our cars 
during the program. 
 
We will be attending next year also since it is a well run show, for a good cause and free. The at-
tached pictures show the crowded show area. 
 
- Dan and Sooz Rian 

 
 

 

 

 

 

11th Annual Lake Vue Gardens Car Show ~ 
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Francesco Baracca and the famous “Cavallino Rampante” ~ 

By Ken Bottini 

 

This is a story about two young men from a small town near Modena, Italy.  The time was around 
the beginning of WWI.  One man joined the Italian Military Cavalry.  The other started as a mechanic 
in a motor pool.   

Francesco Baracca graduated from the Sculoa Militare in 1907, to became a cavalry officer.  In 
1912, he began flight training and soon became an instructor.   

When Italy declared war on Austria on May 19th 1915, Francesco became a fighter pilot.  His frist 
victory came while flying a Nieuport 11 in 1916.  He was promoted to Capitano.  Soon, he added 7 
more victories.  He became very popular at home and some called him “The Cavalier of the Skies”.   

Francisco flew a Nieuport 17 in the beginning of 1917.  In March of that year, he flew a SPAD VII.  
By the end of 1917 he raised his score to 30 victories.  At that point he was promoted to Maggiore. 

At the beginning of 1918 Francesco piloted a SPADXII and raised his score to 34.  But, on June 19, 
he never returned from a sortie.  He became one of the leading Allied pilots of WWI. 

Now, here is the interesting part of the story.  When Franccesco became an Ace, he was allowed to 
put a decal on the side of his plane.  Being a former cavalry man, he put a drawing of a black horse 
on a yellow background (cavallino rampante), “The Raging Stallion”. 

The other man who started as a mechanic became a race car driver.  He won his first major race in 
1923.  Upon victory, the Baracca family asked the driver if he would place the cavallino rampante on 
the side of his race car, in the way it would carry on the 
memory of Francesco.  This driver was Enzo Ferrari.   

Enzo raced for Alfa Romeo from 1923 thru 1937.  He car-
ried the stallion on the side of his race car.  When he 
started his own company, the horse decal became the fa-
mous Ferrari trademark.   

From pilot to race car driver, the raging stallion was there. 

 

(SPAD– Societe pour Aviation et ses Derives) 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 Club Meeting  

       North 

3 4 5  

6 Italian Con-

course d’ Eleg 

7 8 9 10 11  MG Wine 

Tour 

12  MG Wine 

Toug 

13  MG Wine 

Tour 

14 15 16 17 18 19  Capitol 

Tour 

20 21 22 23 24 25  Newsletter 

deadline 

26  Festa Ital-

iana 

27 Festa Ital-

iana 

28 29 30 31   

September 2009 

 
 
September 6th 
Italian Concours d’Elegance  
 
 
September  
Run To The Sea - Cancelled 
 
September 11-13 th 
MG Wine Tour with MG Club  
Bob Gerttula  
 
 
September 19th 
Capital Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe 
 
September 26-27th 

Festa Italiana, Seattle Center  
http://www.festaseattle.com  
 
October 4th 
Whine & Cheese Tour 
 

 
 
December 6th 
FEN Holiday party 
 

2009 Calendar of Events 
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Are you interested in an officer, 
nominating committee or car show 
committee position for 2010?  If so, 

please let us know!   



 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 
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