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The Journal of the Northwest’s Premier FIAT Club 

July 2009   Summer is here and I have been taking advantage of  the nice 
weather by working on my car and taking a few drives in it!  
The Whidbey Island tour was the first long outing in our ‘new’ 
brown (bruno) 124 spider and it was a real joy to be on the 
road with the top down after 18 months without a spider to 
drive.  I want to thank Alan Murray for hosting the picnic at 
his place and providing the hot dogs!  It was the perfect end-
ing to a beautiful day. 
 
Looking forward to upcoming events, this coming weekend is 
the historics, then the Troll Tour on the west side, followed by 
our annual picnic at Kanaskat-Palmer State Park.  Look inside 
for details on the latter two events and I hope to see many of  
you at each one of  them!  Also the Mirafiori gathering in Ore-
gon is the 16th through the 19th this year. 
 
Our speaker for the August meeting will be Mike Wilson rep-
resenting the Concours d’ Elegance (an event our club spon-
sors) which will take place on September 6th at the Des 
Moines marina.  Our tour in August, on the 15th, is titled the 
Volcano Run and takes us north to the Mt. Baker area. 
 
Plenty of  car events are coming up – Remember we have no 
regular July meeting - see you at Amante’s on August 5th. 
 
Ciao, 
 
Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the June 3rd, 2009 FEN Meeting 
 
The meeting was brought to order at 7:30 p.m. by 
president Bert Cripe 
 
There were 20 members and 3 guests present.  A 
guest was Paul Van Veen from Oregon who pur-
chased Greg Smith’s Lancia Zagato some time ago. 
 

Dave Hurd, from J &D 
Powder Coating in Ta-
coma, presented the 
program.  He spoke 
about how he got into 
the powder coating 
business, the process 
of powder coating and 

the services his business can provide.  He showed 
examples of the many colors available and gave 
pricing information.  He also answered many ques-
tions from the members. 
 
Brian Canfield talked about the Greenwood Car 
Show that is taking place on Saturday, June 27th.  
He displayed this year’s poster and donated two for 
door prizes.  He explained how the show is struc-
tured.  The bulk of the proceeds from the show go to 
the Greenwood Food Bank, a charity that is part of 
the Volunteers of America organization. 
 
 
Terry gave the Treasurer’s report.  We have 36 ac-
tive members, 13 inactive, and 4 comp members.  
The club is solvent with $4108.35 in the treasury.  
Terry also talked about registration for the Historics.  
Four tickets have been presold. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Greg Smith motioned and Norm Smith seconded to 

give the Life Enrichment Options program a $1000.00 
donation from the proceeds from the car show.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Bert explained that a coupon for car detailing was won 
by a couple at the car show.  The couple returned the 
coupon to Bert saying that they had to pay too much 
money out of pocket and did not want it.  Bert re-
turned the coupon to Mike Wayte who arranged for it 
originally. 
 
Bert reminded the members of upcoming events and 
that there will not be a meeting in July because we 
have the picnic instead. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mike Wayte moved and Sooz Rian seconded the mo-
tion to buy 12 tickets for the Historics car corral.  After 
much discussion, the motion passed.  We will show 
our cars in the corral on Saturday, July 4. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm 
 
Door Prize Winners 
 
Sooz Rian won a set of jumper cables. 
Sue Carson won a LED flashlight with a built-in mag-

net pickup tool. 
Greg Smith and Henri Morales won Greenwood Car 

Show posters. 
Mary Zeitner won a funnel and passed it on to Henri. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Diana Cripe 
Secretary 

June Meeting Minutes~ 
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The Annual Club Picnic is here! 
When: 25 July @ 1:00PM 
Where: Kanaskat-Palmer State Park. See directions below. 
Potluck Style Picnic…please bring to a dish to share: such as a salad, a dessert, a main dish, or an 
appetizer, etc… BYOB, the club will provide soda, paper products, & utensils. 
 
Directions to Annual FEN Picnic: 
 
For those of you that would like to convoy to the picnic site, take I-5 to exit 142B (SR 18 West) and 
get in the right hand LEFT turn lane.  After you make your left turn make an immediate right turn into 
the parking lot of the CROSSINGS shopping center.  Go straight ahead through the roundabout.  
Just after you pass through the roundabout there is a Starbucks on your right.  Be there by 11:00 
A.M. or follow the directions below. 
If you cannot make it to Starbuck's on time or you do not have the herd instinct take I-5 and exit to 
SR 18 East (exit142A) and go down the hill.  Exit SR 18 at Auburn-Black Diamond Rd SE and turn 
right to Auburn- Black Diamond Rd and Right again to SE Lake Holm Rd.  If you miss this exit con-
tinue on to Covington Kent-Kangley Rd, directions from that point are at the end down below.  Right 
at "T" (stop sign) to Black Diamond Rd SE (becomes Roberts Rd).  Black Diamond Rd SE will "Y" 
just before starting up a gentle incline.  Bear right at the "Y" to Morgan Street.Left to Baker Street 
(straight ahead is the Black Diamond Bakery) and right to Maple Valley- Black Diamond Hwy (might 
be called Black Diamond-Enumclaw Hwy SE) and an immediate left to Lawson St (just before 
CENEX station).  Police station will be on your left.  If you took the left side of the "Y", continue on 
until you come to Maple Valley- Black Diamond Hwy SE.  There is a white and black coal cart in a 
grassed triangle.  At the stop sign turn right and turn left to Lawson St.  Continue on and you will 
come to a one-lane bridge with a traffic signal.  This bridge crosses the Green River Gorge.  You are 
traveling up the base leg of a "Y" take the left branch.  Left at "T" to Veasie-Cumberland Rd. and left 
into Kanaskat-Palmer State Park and follow the signs to the picnic area. 
 
The facilities include covered picnic tables and rest rooms, plus a lawn for the kiddies to play on.  I 
would keep the children out of the river as it is quite swift in this area. 
 
Now for those of you who missed the exit to Auburn-Black Diamond road: 
The only saving grace for this route is that you have several chances to pick up last minute items for 
the picnic.  Other than that, I find this route extremely boring. 
When you exit SR 18 at Kent-Kangley road head East (right) and continue to Retreat-Kanaskat Rd 
SE and bear right there to Retreat-Kanaskat Rd SE.  Right to Cumberland-Kanaskat Rd over the RR 
tracks and eventually across the river and up the hill. 
Right into Kanaskat-Palmer State Park and follow the signs to the picnic area at the bottom of the 
hill.  Congratulations, you made it! 
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Troll Tour Info~  

 
 
 
 
 

When: July 11, 10 a.m.-1p.m. ish 
 
Where: Eastern Jefferson County.  
 
Start at:  Discovery Bay RR, prominent sign reads, “ICE CREAM, ESPRESSO DELI”  
 
Address:  282023 Hwy 101, at the head of Discovery bay. 
To get here take WA Hwy. 104 across the Hood Canal Bridge, continue on 104  to US Hwy. 101 
westward. 
 
End at: Dos Okies BBQ in Port Townsend for authentic Oklahoma barbecue. 
 
By July 11 summer should really be here on the Northern Olympic Peninsula so we'll have a lovely 
drive featuring the Trolls of Troll Haven Farms.  The trolls are from Norwegian mythology so Rex and 
I are hoping Dan Rian can fill us all in  There are some nice driving roads along the route including 
Chicken Coop Road as recommended by Norm.  We'll stop at a Tribal store for a potty stop and 
shopping for bargains.  Then we’ll add the scenic views of the Straight of Juan de Fuca and you'll 
not want to miss this FEN event.  Hope to see you all there! 
~ Carrie 
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August 29, 10 am to 3 pm 
Benefiting Susan G Komen for the Cure for Breast Cancer 
We've all been touched by someone with breast cancer. It's time to get tough. Come show your vehicle and 
support.   
Experience this jewel of the Kitsap Peninsula situated on the shores of scenic Hood Canal. Explore the 120-
acre National Historic Landmark complete with picturesque, turn-of-the-century buildings filled with antiques, 
an historic church, breathtaking views, expansive grounds and New England style houses on maple and elm 
tree-lined streets.  
Rock to live music, enjoy cool activities, participate in a walk for breast cancer, cruise the town and surround-
ing area, relive history, and have some fun! There is space for 500+ cars and 1000s of spectators!  Plenty of 
free parking. Come with a vehicle or two, your family and friends, your club, team or group!!! It's a gorgeous 
cruise to Port Gamble. If you are on the "other side of the pond" you can take the Kingston or Bainbridge 
Ferry. Imagine the ferries full of classics and sports cars and loads of motorcycles.  
Open show, all years’ cars, trucks, motorcycles, scooters, bicycles, tractors, campers welcome. We will again 
be celebrating 100 years of automobiles.  
For more information or to register, email portgamblecarshow@live.com  
or phone us (253) 534-9600.  Sponsors and volunteers welcome! 

Port Gamble Car Show~  

mailto:portgamblecarshow@live.com�
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I was worried about the weather since it had rained so hard all day Friday.  I 
picked up the club’s EZ-up from Dan in anticipation of getting wet Saturday 
morning.  Much to my surprise, when I awoke that morning, it was partly 
cloudy and cool, but not raining.  I was out getting the car ready when Bert 
drove up with his press and compressor.  By then, it was nice and sunny. 
 
While Bert and I were removing the brake caliper, Mike, Norm and Dave 
showed up and immediately began kibitzing.  Dan showed up a little later and joined in the robust kibitz ses-
sion.  Once the brake caliper and rotor were removed, the axle was easily extracted from the axle housing. 
 
Bert immediately began work on pressing the bearing off the shaft.  It was a little more difficult than antici-
pated since he couldn’t get the right angle.  And the task was complicated by the fact that my hubs had been 
converted to studs rather than bolts so there wasn't a clean, flat surface with which to set the press.  Plus, the 
caliper mounting bracket was in the way.  We stacked some 2x4s and continued applying pressure until the 
bearing finally fractured.  Still not enough to budge the retainer.  Eventually, Bert resorted to Rule No. 45 from 
the shade-tree mechanics handbook; “never use force, just use a bigger hammer”.  A couple of good whacks 
on the wedge with a good sized hammer and the retainer finally loosened up.  At that point, the retainer and 
bearing were loose enough that it was a simple task to press them off the shaft. 

 

All was cleaned up, a new seal was installed in the axle housing (since we didn’t have a seal puller, we had to 
mangle the old one with a pair of vise grips) and the new bearing and retainer were pressed onto the shaft 
(which was much easier than removal).  Then the entire assembly was reinserted in the axle housing.  The 
brake caliper didn’t want to fit over the rotor until we backed off the piston.  I had used this sticky pink crap on 
the back of the pads to minimize brake squeal and then promptly regretted it since it got all over everything. 

 

Once everything was back together, Dan and Mike left while the rest of us partook of a sumptuous pizza and 
beer feast.  Then I took the car for a test spin around the block while Dave and Norm walked down the hill to 
their cars.  They were standing on the corner as I turned and drove by them.  RATS!  The noise was still 
there.  Grrrr!  I rounded the final curve and pulled up to my house and asked Bert to ride along to see what he 
thought the sound might be.  As we got to the street corner where Norm and Dave were waiting, Dave 
shouted out, “It’s your muffler”. 

 

I asked him what he meant.  And he said that he noticed it the first time I went by and told Norm so.  He 
reached under the car and said that the resonator was rubbing on the driveshaft.  He said there’s no room 
between them.  I checked it and promptly burned my finger on the exhaust system.  I believed him.  Where 
was Dave before? 

 

Anyway, I now have a brand new rear axle bearing that I didn’t need.  But, we all learned how to replace one.  
At least the pizza and beer were tasty. 

 

~ Robert Yetter 

  
Tech Session: Rear Axle Bearing Replacement ~ 
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Greenwood Avenue Car Show ~ 

“I used to have one of  these...and I drove the hell out of  it!” 
 
If we had a dime for every time we heard that about the 
two cars we had at the Greenwood Avenue Car Show, 
we could have paid to register the entire club for the 
event several times over.  Some of the other things we 
heard quite a bit of were: 

 

• “Look, it’s the new Chrysler!” 

• “Why did I sell mine???” 

• “This was my first car…” 

• “They were so much fun to drive!” 

• “This is a FIAT???  Oh my God, it’s NICE!” 

• “Is there a local FIAT club?” 

• “How much would you sell it for?” 

 

 

 

I have to say that for me personally, I felt like a pseudo-ambassador for FIAT.  There were several 
people that had never seen one of these cars and judging by their reaction, I think they were under 
the impression that a FIAT would be hideous to look at.  But, after seeing Robert’s 78 and Darsie’s 
85, I can say that they came away from our conversations with a much different opinion as both cars 
really garnered praise and admiration from the crowd all day long. 

At one point I had to defend Darsie’s Pininfarina write-up to someone who was SURE that the cars 
were no longer produced after 1982.  I surprised my-
self by explaining the story of her car and how Pinin-
farina had taken over after FIAT had left the U.S.  The 
conversation led to him seriously asking me how much 
she would be willing to sell her car for.  He was pre-
pared to make an offer right there.  I ended the con-
versation with MY favorite quote of the day:   

“I wouldn’t LET her sell it.” 

~Doug Bell 



Whidbey Island & Nursery Tour ~ 

We twelve, Spiders, drivers and naviga-
tors, met promptly (more or less) at 10:00 
a.m. to do another tour of lovely Whidbey 
Island.  Spiders: Black ’82, Blue ’82, 
Brown ’78 and Grey ’77; drivers: Dan, Rex, 
Bert, and Dave; navigators: Sooz, Carrie, 
Diana and Tina (the Rians, Rices, Cripes, 
and Pruczinskis).  
 
The skies were blue and sunny giving us 
enough warmth to have the tops down if 
we wore long sleeves. As usual we did a 
bit socializing before the navigators’ meet-
ing. 
 
We skirted the edges of Langley for a 
short drive to Bayview Farm and Garden. The nursery’s extensive grounds are filled with many 
shrubs, trees, perennials, and annuals in full glory; not one of us left without stopping at the cashiers 
counter. It was a short drive northward on SR 525 to Greenbank Farms where another carhead com-
plimented us on our Chrysler togetherness. From there we passed Glynneden Gardens on Smug-
glers Cove Road where some Rhodys were still in bloom. Then it was up and down hills around 
curves left and right faciing little or no traffic on Bush Point, S. Mutiny Bay, Millman, Useless bay, 
Bayview, Ewing, Sills, Maxwelton and Swede Hill, Sachet Head, and Bailey roads to Cultus Bay 
Nursery. This nursery profited from our visit, too. 
 

 
It was a short drive to Alan Murry’s for a mid af-
ternoon meal. Alan has completed more land-
scaping this spring and the grounds were even 
more lovely than our last outing there. We walked 
next door to reacquaint ourselves with the 1977 
Spider Alan sold to his neighbor. It is for sale 
again, pretty dusty but Alan says it starts right up. 
We concluded our day with more of that impor-
tant socializing and with our plants tucked safely 
away in trunks and back seats we headed home. 
 

~ Carrie Rice 
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By Norm Smith 
 
I heard about this Expo at our All-Italian Car show at the XXX in April and decided to 
go see what it was all about. 
 
Up early on Saturday morning and on the road by 
08:00.  Down I-5 to Portland and west on US 26 to 
Oregon SR 47 and south to Forest Grove where the 
expo was being held at McMinamins Grand Lodge. 
 
Alas, they had left for a wine tour at 10:00.  It was 
now noon and I was hungry, so I stepped into the 
Ironwork Grill.  Had a Great cup of tomato basil soup and a tuna sandwich on sour-
dough and washed it down with a Diet Cola, all for about a ten spot. 
 
I had been on Oregon SR 47 before so I decided to drive north on it again just to kill 
time.  Boy, what a road.  From the south it starts out rather boring what with the flat 
farmlands and then you get on US 26 for a couple of miles and then it splits off and 
heads north again.  This is where the fun begins as the road tightens up and the 
speed limit is set at a reasonable 45 MPH.  Dan Rian could probably average 50 MPH 
and I would be right on his tail.  45 is a comfortable speed for this road as far a pas-
senger is concerned.  Nice green scenery and only one town until the end of the road 
in Clatskanie.  I turned around and headed back to Forest Grove so I would be there 
when the mini/micro cars returned.  Made it with plenty of time to spare.   

 
There were a couple of trailers in the east 
parking lot so that is where I waited.  A pickup 
towing a trailer showed up presently and off 
loaded a (dare I say It) cute little yellow 
Berkely 500 cc sports car.  All glass fiber body/
chassis and shapely as hell.  Three cylinder, 
two stroke air cooled engine and 4 speeds for-
ward. 
 

NW Micro & Mini Car Expo ~ 

“This is where the fun begins as 
the road tightens up and the 

speed limit is set at a reasonable 
45 MPH.  Dan Rian could 

probably average 50 MPH and I 
would be right on his tail. “ 
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After awhile several more mini/micro cars showed up in convoy and all parked in the 
east lot as I had guessed they would. 
 
One person had a Vespa 400 (looks a lot Like a FIAT 500 Bianchina) with a stock 
1200cc VW engine and transaxle.  Every time he let out the clutch the car lifted the 
front wheels off the ground. 
 
The oddest car there was a Czech Velorex.  Three wheels (motorcycle) two cylinder, 
two stroke air cooled engine.  The body panels for the most part were fabric stretched 

over a tube frame.  To back the vehicle you 
had to turn off the ignition and reverse the 
polarity of the starter/generator and restart 
the engine which then ran backwards.  Four 
speeds forward and four speeds backward. 
 

I counted four Subaru 360s there, one sedan, 
with flames yet, two pickups and one micro 
bus.  Among the other cars there were an 
older Mini pickup, a BMW Isetta, a Messer-
schmidt three wheeler and another Berkely 
with a Honda 400 four for an engine.  This 
Berkely had been in the car corral at Sovren 

historics. 
 
Does anybody remember the car show that 
we had for the tenth anniversary of FEN?  
The guy with the FIAT Multipla, Tony Grillo, 
was at the expo w/o the Multipla.  Anyhow, 
he now lives in Graham and is interested in 
joining the club.  I gave him the extra news-
letter that I received at the meeting and he is 
going to call Terry about the car.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 No Club 

Meeting! 

2 3 4  NW Historics 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  Troll Tour 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  Mirafiori 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  FEN Pincic 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July 2009 

 
 
July 3 - 5 
Pacific NW Historics, Pacific 
Raceway, Kent, http://
www.sovren.org  
 
July 11th 
Troll Tour 
Rex & Carrie Rice  
 
 
 
July 25th 
FEN Annual Club Picnic 
 
 
July 16 -19 th 
Mirafiori Oregon 2009 
www.mirafiori.com 
 
 
August 15th  
Volcano Run  
Sharon Crosetto 

 
 
September 6th 
Italian Concours d’Elegance  
 
 
September  
Run To The Sea - Cancelled 
 
September 11-13 th 
Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club  
Bob Gerttula 
 
 
September 19th 
Capital Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe 
 
September 26-27th 

Festa Italiana, Seattle Center  
http://www.festaseattle.com  
 
October 4th 
Whine & Cheese Tour 
 

2009 Calendar of Events 
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September 19th 
Capital Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe 
 
September 26-27th 

Festa Italiana, Seattle Center  
http://www.festaseattle.com  
 
October 4th 
Whine & Cheese Tour 
 
December 6th 
FEN Holiday party 



 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 
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