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The Journal of the Northwest’s Premier FIAT Club 

May 2009   As we move into May, we have started our driving season with the Tune-up rally and 

completed our big event of the year – the All-Italian Car show.  I want to thank every-

one who contributed to make it our best show yet.  It takes the effort of many people 

to plan, prepare for and conduct the event – each of you can be proud of your contri-

bution to this year’s show.  A special thanks goes to Bob Yetter, whose ability to MC 

the show is no small feat!  Doug Bell deserves mention for his T-shirt and poster de-

sign - a very inspired graphic that captured the flavor of the venue and the cars.  I also 

want to thank everyone who displayed a car because without your participation there 

would be no car show at all.  Our financial situation is secure for the coming months 

along with a generous contribution for the Life Enrichment Options program.  Congratu-

lations to our club members for winning in their categories: Darsie, Sharon, and Mike 

& Jackie. 

We can now direct our attention and efforts to the remaining driving events of the 

year.  First up is a poker run something we have not done in a long time and on June 

13th is the Whidbey Island nursery tour.  On a different note, Norm will be discussing 

tour route and direction writing at this month’s regular meeting and Dave Hurd will be 

our guest speaker at the June 3rd regular meeting.  Dave’s business provides media 

blasting and powder coating services.  Just the information you need if planning a full 

blown complete disassembly restoration.  Additionally, we are communicating with 

two more speakers for regular meetings year. 

Please don’t forget that the tool kit challenge is still in progress; see the April newslet-

ter for details.  I have received only one submission at this time.  Please give this some 

thought and please submit your list. 

Darsie has been using new software and I think you will agree the newsletter is looking 

wonderful.  I hope you enjoyed my trip report in the April issue.  We would like to 

include more of this type of article in the newsletter.  It is not that difficult to write and 

provides a real welcome addition to the newsletter. 

Those of you who participated in the Tune-up rally received the commemorative 

windshield clings, as did the car show attendees (I will have some to hand out at the 

meeting on Wednesday), I hope you display them with pride!  Doug has done another 

great job on these.  We will have others to give to poker run participants next week-

end!  Expect to see other designs for the rest of our events this year. 

I hope to see you at the May meeting and on the poker run next weekend! 

 

Ciao, 
Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the April 1, 2009 FEN Meeting 
 

The meeting was brought to order at 7:30pm by presi-
dent, Bert Cripe 

 

There were 22 members and 2 guests present. 

 

Ken Bottini spoke about the MG Car Club Tulip Rally on 
Saturday April 25th and told some great stories from a trip 
to Italy.  He also related the story of Francesco Baracca, 

WWI ace fighter pilot, who 
put an image of a black 
horse on a yellow back-
ground on his plane and 
Enzo Ferrari, WWI motor 
pool mechanic, who placed 
the logo on his race car in 
memory of Francesco.  Ken 
is a docent at the Museum of 
Flight and invited the club to 
join him on a guided tour.  
He also spoke about the 

SOVREN Road Course Officials Training Program and 
will provide the club with information when it becomes 
available. 

 

Terry gave the Treasurer’s report.  We have 23 paid 
members and the club is solvent with $1921.06 in the 
treasury. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Bert talked about the car show and passed around one 
example of Doug Bell’s graphic design for a tee shirt.  He 
also mentioned the many activities for the year in the 
newsletter calendar.  The board meeting on April 5th was 
announced and mentioned that all club members are wel-
come to attend. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Bert talked about the Great Tool Kit Challenge.  Dan Rian 
talked about the Texas Car Show rally that he and Sooz 
attend in 2007. Rex Rice had a great story about using a 
Fiat part to fix his trombone, so now he as a Fiat Trom-
bone!  Bert mentioned that Exotic Exteriors is closing and 
that across the street from it is a powder coating shop.  

Bert will invite the owner, Dave Hurd, to speak at a meet-
ing.  He will also invite the owner of Fenders and Fins (a 
car restoration business) to speak.  If you have any ques-
tions that you would like either of these possible speakers 
to address, please send them to Bert so he can include 
them in his invitations. 

Norm announced the particulars for the Tune-Up Rally.  
Ray Mortensen announced that a friend has a 1966 racecar 
for sale.  Jim Perry also mentioned that his 1979 2-door 
Brava project car is for sale.  Contact Jim for the particu-
lars. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10. 

 

Door Prize Winners: 

Doug Bell won a Speed Shine Kit 

Darsie Brown won a Cleaning Mitt & Car Wash 

Ken Bottini also won a Cleaning Mitt & Car Wash 

Bob Yetter won Black Vinyl Top Reconditioner 

Mary Zietner won Vinyl and Rubber Dressing 

Rex Rice also won Vinyl and Rubber Dressing 

 

These are all Griot’s products, who gave us a nice discount 
for our door prizes. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Diana Cripe 
Secretary 

 

March Meeting Minutes~ 
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May-June Drive Info 
By Bert Cripe 

May Poker Run 

The May driving event is a poker run, basically five card draw, scheduled for Saturday, 

May 9th.  The starting point is the parking lot near the Starbucks at the corner of Strander 

Blvd. and 61st Place S, across the intersection from the Olive Garden restaurant in Tuk-

wila.  The driver/navigator team meeting will begin at 10:15 a.m. with the first car out at 

~10:30 a.m.  The route is about 55 miles long.  Each team will receive complete game 

rules along with the route instructions.  Teams will receive one card at the starting point, 

then navigate to each of three intermediate checkpoints where additional cards will be 

dealt, and finally receive one card at the end point.  The end point is a restaurant in Des 

Moines where each team may discard and draw up to two cards.  After determining the 

team with the winning hand, we’ll have lunch.  A nice gift will be awarded to the team with 

the best hand. 

Five Card Draw Poker Rules for the FEN Poker Run – May 9th, 2009 

                                               (abbreviated version – complete rules provided at the event) 

 

Rule number 1: these rules are the rules, it makes no difference how you may have played it somewhere else.   

  

We are using multiple decks with 52 cards in each deck.  No individual card will be used more than once.  A poker hand 
consists of five cards.  Each team will be dealt a card at the rally starting point, one at each of three intermediate route 
checkpoints, and one card at the rally ending point for a total of 5 cards.  The ranking of the individual cards, from high to 
low, is king, queen, jack, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, and 2.  Aces may be high or low as explained in the complete rules, 
which will be provided with the route instructions.  There is no ranking between the suits - so for example the king of 
hearts and the king of spades are equal.   There are no jokers, nor wild cards.  The categories of hand, from highest to 
lowest, are listed below.  Any hand in a higher category beats any hand in a lower category (so for example any three of 
a kind beats any two pairs).  Between hands in the same category the rank of the individual cards decides which is bet-
ter, as described in more detail below.  In the unlikely event of a tie, the winner will be decided by arm wrestling (just kid-
ding, no actually by a coin toss). 

At the end point of the rally and after all 5 cards have been dealt to all teams, but before the scoring, any team may dis-
card as many as two cards and draw as many as two replacement cards.  Teams may NOT exchange cards between 
themselves, only between the team and the dealer!  The end of play will be announced and no cards may be exchanged 
after that point.  The organizers reserve the right to make last minute rule changes to suit themselves. 

 

 

 

June Nursery Tour 

 

Our June driving event is a recycled tour on Whidbey Island to be held on Saturday June 13th.  This event was originally 

held in May 2002.  The starting point will be in the parking lot of Whidbey Island Bank, 8786 State Route 525, ~0.4 miles 

up SR 525 from the Clinton Ferry Terminal, on the right side of the road.  This is a simple tour and was described in the 

June 2002 issue of our newsletter. 

Contact Bert at 360-731-8758 or spiders@wavecable.com for more info on either of these two drives. 
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Card Hand Ranking 
 

1. Royal Flush         2. Straight Flush        3. Four of a kind        4. Full House       5. Flush      

          6. Straight               7. Three of a Kind      8. Two Pair                9. One Pair         10. High Card 



 
 
 

The 2009 Pacific Northwest Historics is 
coming in July and we need to be ready. 
The club is submitting the registration form 
soon with 20 cars as our desired entry 
number for Saturday, July 4th.  

The registration fee is $25.00 per car and 
driver (passengers are an additional $25.00 
each, children 7-16 are $5.00 each). If you 
may feel this to be a little steep, please 
remember the proceeds go to benefit the 
Seattle Children’s Hospital. Over the past 
20 years SOVREN has raised $7.2 million 
with the goal of $700,000 this year! 

What is the Historics you may ask? "The 
Pacific Northwest Historics features many 
of the world’s rarest and most beautiful pre-
1970 race cars. This year, more than 250 
vintage race cars are expected to enter. 
Favorites include Ferraris, Lotuses, 
Cobras, Corvettes, Porsches, Austin 
Healeys and some less recognizable 
names like Elva, Ginetta, and McLaren." 

So, what do you get for your money 
besides knowing you are helping some 
child with a serious health issue? First you 
and your car gain entry into the event 
where you are allowed to park in the car 
corral along side your fellow FEN members’ 
cars. Second, you are allowed to 
participate in the parade lap on the Pacific 
Raceways track during the lunch break. 
Plus you are allowed to wonder the pits and 
talk to drivers and pit crews.  And, there 
may be some additional activities like pit 

tours available to car corral participants (organizer’s words-not mine). 

The club has had a good turn out in years past and I hope we will do so this year. In order to secure our 20 car spots in 
the corral, the club is putting up the front money of $500.00. We need each one of our members who intend to 
participate to send a check to Terry, made out to Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest, for $25.00 as soon as possible. You will 
need to purchase passenger tickets at the gate, they accept plastic, checks, or exact change. Remember that we are 
limited to just 20 spots-so please don’t wait to register with Terry or you may be disappointed. For more information visit: 
http://www.northwesthistorics.com/3/events.htm 

Register only through the club for cars and drivers by sending a check to: 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 
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2009 Northwest Historics 



 

Your Chance to Race at Le Mans! 
If you love cars and racing, you probably have dreamt of going to the 

world’s greatest endurance race, The 24 Hours of Le Mans.  Even bet-

ter, ever thought about being part of a race team at Le Mans?  Well, 

now is your chance to participate! 

Team Seattle, which races to raise money for children with heart prob-

lems, will be racing a Ferrari 430 with FIA GT champion AF Corse/

Advanced Engineering in this June’s classic.  The drivers will be televi-

sion star Patrick Dempsey, current Koni Challenge Champion Joe Fos-

ter, and Team Seattle founder and 24 Hours of Daytona winner Don 

Kitch, Jr.  You can join them by sending a picture that will be put on the 

car for the race! The more money pledged the bigger the picture. 

It’s called the “My Face Raced Le Mans” program and Kitch says “It’s 

a chance for everyone to become directly connected to this great race.  TV coverage reaches more than 400-

million homes.  It will be exciting to watch ‘your car.’  It’s about making your heart beat faster so a child’s 

heart can beat stronger.” 

Even though the race isn’t until the middle of June, Team Seattle has already raised $330,000 and has set a 

goal of $1,000,000 at Le Mans.  In racing at the 24 Hours of Daytona over the last 12 years, and winning 

twice, Team Seattle has collected $3.2 million for Seattle Children’s hospital.    

And this year, every dollar Team Seattle raises will be especially welcomed, as Seattle Children’s faces a 

proposed $60 million budget cut in Medicaid funding over the next two years. 

In addition to the “My Face Raced Le Mans” program, the team collects donations through a per-lap pledge 

system. The pledge form on the following page provides all you need to know to join the team!   

For more information or pledge card please see www. TeamSeattle.com or contact millarjoel@hotmail.com  

Donations are tax deductible and corporate matching gift eligible.   

 

Fiat America – the big four o! 
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We would like to congratulate our friends at Fiat America on 
their 40th Anniversary!   

1969-2009 



 

I arrived at the 3rd annual "All Italian Car Show" 

a little before lunchtime with my grandpa and 

my mom.  It was very uncertain if the sun would 

come out on such a cloudy day.  But luckily 

when we made it to Issaquah, it was beautiful 

out! 

 

This was my second time coming to the show, 

so I was looking forward to seeing what was 

new. 

 

I picked up a few ballots  and set off to look over 

and vote on all of the cars.  First we went and 

saw my Aunt Darsie’s car.  She really did a great 

job making it look nice again. 

 

Then I started with my favorite, the 

Lamborghini.  There was a lot more of these this 

year than there was last year!  I liked the blue one the best. 

 

I soon made it to the Ferrari's, which are my grandpa’s favorites.  He said he was impressed to see so many  

neat cars in one place.   

 

As I walked down the rows of cars, I saw all colors from red to black to blue to orange with some even 

custom painted. 

 

We then made our way to XXX burger's and root 

beer floats.  I won a t-shirt waiting in line by guessing 

the question correctly "How many car shows do they 

have there that summer?”  They have 28 car shows 

lined up for 2009. 

 

We got burgers and giant root beer floats and 

headed back to the Fiat stand.  On our way, my mom 

spilled some of the whipped cream on her float right 

next to a Lamborghini!  She almost screamed, scared 

she would spill on the car.  That would have been an 

expensive cleaning bill. 

 

After that incident, we ate our food and headed home.  I really had a lot of fun at the car show this year. 
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FEN 3rd Annual All Italian Car Show 
By Kali Brown, age 12 
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2009 People’s Choice Winners: 
 

 

 

    

 

 

Total cars  

Registered: 93 

Showed: 88 

 

Car # Votes Name Car Make Car Year 

2 70 Sharon Crosetto Alfa Romeo 1986 

53 105 Chris Papendort De Tomaso 1974 

11 46 Ryan Snodgrass Ferrari 1973 

6 57 Mike Wayte Fiat 1982 

46 67 Christie Muller Lamborghini 1995 

45 137 Val Danilov Lancia 1977 

58 184 Bryan McKinley Maserati 1978 

1 107 Darsie Brown      Pininfarina 1985 

 



 

 

 

 

 

June Meeting Program announcement: 
 

Our program will feature Dave Hurd of J & D Powder Coating, a powder coating, media 
blasting, and restoration services company in Tacoma.  Dave will discuss the process and 
what services he can provide for your automobile.  If you have any questions please forward 
them to Bert in advance so that they may be passed on to Dave.  This will save time and 
allow him to prepare thorough answers for you.  He will have a color chart and a sample or 
two of items that have been powder coated available for your inspection.  Don’t miss this 
unique opportunity to discuss these services with a knowledgeable professional in a relaxed 
setting.  See you there!   

Spring Tune-up Ralley Results  
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Winners: 

 

First – Mike and Micah Frederick in a Fiat 124 Spider, with a minus 1 won the Girot’s Travel Car 

Care Kit.. 

Second – Dave Rice and John Colvin (of the MG car club) in an MG B GT, with a minus 2 won a 

Girot’s tire pressure gage and a flashlight with a built-in magnetic pickup. 

 

Third – Ralph and Kathy Yingling (of 

the MG car club) in an MG B, with a mi-

nus 3 won a 3-piece tool set consisting 

of a magnetic parts tray, an inspection 

mirror and a magnetic pickup tool. 

 

We had a total of 10 cars and 20 people 

participate. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
  1 2   

3 4 5 6 

FEN Meeting 

7 8 9  Poker Run 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Newsletter 

deadline  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

May 2009 

 

 
May 
Run to the Gorge - Cancelled 
 
May 9th 
South East Poker Run 
Bert & Diana Cripe  

 
 
June 13th 
Whidbey Island Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe  

 
June 27th 
Greenwood Car Show 
Bob Yetter 
www.greenwoodcarshow.com 
 
July 3 - 5 
Pacific NW Historics, Pacific Race-
way, Kent, http://www.sovren.org  
 
July 11th 
Tour West 
Rex & Carrie Rice  
 

 
 

 
July 25th 
FEN Annual Club Picnic 
 
July 16 -19 th 
Mirafiori Oregon 2009 
www.mirafiori.com 
 
August 15th  
Northeast Tour  
Sharon Crosetto, 
sharon.crosetto@verizon.net 
 
September 6th 
Italian Concours d’Elegance  
 
September  
Run To The Sea - Cancelled 
 
 
September 11-13 th 
Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club  
Bob Gerttula 

2009 Calendar of Events 
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September 19th 
Capital Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe 
 
September 26-27th 

Festa Italiana, Seattle Center  
http://www.festaseattle.com  
 
October 4th 
Whine & Cheese Tour 
 
December 6th 
FEN Holiday party 
 

 



 

 

 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 


