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Happy New Year!  We are getting off to a 
good start.  There are four activities 
scheduled so far this year and we are just 
turning the page to 2008.  Bob and Marianne 
Gerttula are hosting a chili cook off this 
month.  Dave Moise and Greg Smith are 
hosting a tech session in February to show us 
how to wire in those nifty high intensity 
lights.  We are again looking to Bert Cripe to 
pull together the first All Italian Car Show of 
the season in April at the XXX in Issaquah.  
The final event of the year is the annual 
Holiday Party hosted by Jackie and me in 
December.   
Now we need some other events to fill in the 
calendar.  Bring your suggestions to the first 
meeting of 2008, Wednesday, January 2, at 
Mia Roma in Kenmore.  
 
Hope to see a lively and idea-filled group on 
the 2nd. 
 
 
 
 
Ciao, 
 
Mike Wayte 
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HOLIDAY PARTY RECAP 
By Mike Wayte 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The FEN Holiday party provides an early opportunity to get into the Holiday spirit.  
The calendar gave us an early Thanksgiving and an early FEN party.  December 2nd 
might be early for some, but twenty festive folks arrived at Mike and Jackie’s to 
spread good cheer! 
 
This year there was the threat of continued snow, so the driving directions included a 
drive along the water past Alki Point; no hills to climb and a nice drive along the 
water.  
  
The ornament exchange was followed by a lively game of Pictionary.  Dave and Judy 
brought along the easels and paper for the participants to ‘draw’ their word.  The art 
ranged from ‘spot on’ to hopeless.   
 
Long time member Gary Burlingame arrived a bit late and announced that he was 
selling his 1978 Spider that he purchased new.  Guess a ’78 Spider is not the best 
choice for an “only car’ in 2008?   
 
Fortunately there was no snow and all the participants made it home.  Save the first 
Sunday in December 2008 for the next Holiday Party. 
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FIRST ANNUAL FIAT 
CHILI COOK-OFF  

 
And of course, we can’t forget salads! 

 

Sunday January 19, 2007 
1:00 PM - ? 

 
Gerttula’s 

15338 NE 163rd Street 
Woodinville 98072 ------- 425 483 1701 

 
Chase off that winter chill and bring your best Chili, 

Salad or Dessert. 
 

Awards will be given for: 
 

 
 

Best Chili by popular choice 
 

Best Salad by popular choice 
 

 



 
 
The Chili Cook-off is held to warm the hearts and souls of all Fiat Enthusiasts.  As 
the chill lingers outside, the heat will be applied inside.  Join us for some winter 
warmth and Fiat chatter in front of the fireplace.  We look forward to all the 
entries that will test the imagination.  The jury will review and make their 
selection at 2:00 pm.  All chili & salad must be in place prior to that time. Please 
join us for some winter Fiat warmth. 

  

 

 
 
 

Driving Directions for the Chili Cook-Off: 
 
 

From the South: 
 
Take I-405 northbound 
Take hwy. 522 eastbound 
 
From the North:  

 
Take I-405 southbound 
Take hwy. 522 eastbound 
 
From Both: 
 
Take the Woodinville Exit. This is the very first exit off of 522 east of I-405.  As 
you get established in the exit lanes stay to the right. 
Head South on 131st Ave NE  through the first stop light, then under  RR bridge & 
through the 2nd  stop light – see Jack in the Box on your right. 
NE 171st street turns slightly left and becomes 146th PL Ne, continue to the stop 
light – see KFC on your right. 
At the stop light go straight—see medical clinic on your right. 
At the stop sign - slight right continue on 152 PL NE, continue on 158Ave NE 
Turn right at NE 160th St 
Turn right at 154th Ave NE 
Turn left at NE 163rd St and park your car 
 
The address is 15338 NE 163rd St. (425) 483-1701 
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Sofia’s Big Crash 
 

By Big Norm 
 
 
WHEN:  Friday, November 2nd at 12:00 noon. 
 
WHERE:  Westbound 240th Street in Kent, headed to a car wash & insurance company. 
 
HOW:  A young girl was pulling out of the driveway to Highline Community College and drove 
right in front of Sofia.   
 
We never had a chance.  Sofia connected with the other car right at the left front wheel.   
 
Neither driver was injured enough to warrant medical attention at the scene.  Before I even left 
the car, I called the police and reported the accident.  Thank God I did because I was so angry 
that I might have done harm to the other driver.   I do not get angry very often . . . but this 
person made me very angry!  After I called the police, I struggled out of the car and the first 
words out of my mouth were “are you hurt?”  Her answer was “no”.  I told her to stay in the car 
and wait for the police.  I then directed traffic until the cops came. 
 
The damage to Sofia is severe enough that her insurance company wants to TOTAL her.  I am 
still in negotiations with her insurance company.  Les and I went to Holman Auto Body and he 
gave me an estimate of $7,000 off the top of his head.  Eurotech Bodywerks gave me the same 
estimate as well.  They both said the problem will be finding the required replacement parts.   
 
So much for the big crash.   I would like to send out a big thanks from both Sofia and I to all of 
the kind people at FIATLAND and for all of the support and sympathy.  We really appreciate it.   
 
To those of you that have parts please hang onto them until the fight with the insurance 
company is over.  Again, I thank you for all of your help. 
 
To answer all of your questions:  it is the Norm of the “BIG guys drive small cars”, and Sofia is 
lord blue!   
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2008 Membership Dues  
 

The board has decided again to keep the dues at $25 per year. They have not 
changed since the formation of our club, 17 years ago. We are able to do this 
because we are not spending for copying and postage on the newsletter by 
having it available online to our members. Unpaid members will not have 

access to the newsletter after March. You can pay online via PayPal through 
our website, www.fiatnorthwest.org, or mail a check to: 

 

Dan Rian, Treasurer 
5523 NE 195th Street 
Kenmore, WA  98028 

 
Any questions you can email Dan at dsrian@verizon.net or  

 at 425-483-9765, cell 206-795-5402 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
F.E.N Merchandise  

  
We’d like to sell the rest of the merchandise on hand.  Let us know what 
you are interested in by email, dsrian@verizon.net or phone, 425-483-
9765, and we’ll arrange to get it to you either at the next monthly 
meeting or event.  Here is the list of what is available: 
 
Red or Black Fleece Coat      XL, L  $40 
Red Lap Robes              $12 
 
Thanks, 
 
Dan Rian, Treasurer/Membership Chair. 
 

               
December Newsletter Corrections: 
 
he original Volkswagen, designed in 1936, was actually the brainchild of Ferdinand 

, whose later claim to fame was the sports car bearing his name. 
T
Porche
 
‐ Sooz 
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Story by Michael Bayer 
Photography by Ken Visser  

Part One- The Chassis  

Fiat’s Dino Spider has been a classic since it was introduced at the Turin Auto Show in 
1966. Like most true classics, the passage of time only increases its appeal.  

It was the first Fiat with an engine with four overhead camshafts. The engine was produced 
by Fiat and “inspired in its general architecture by the Ferrari engine of the same name”, 
according to Quattroruote’s massive 1970 work, All the Fiats. It was also the same engine 
used in the Ferrari-made (but never labeled as such) Dino 206 and 246. And for Fiat, 
variants of the V6 were used in the Fiat Dino Coupe and finally, the Lancia Stratos. It was a 
remarkable engine, however many fathers claimed it.  

 

The hereditary link with Ferrari, by way of Vittorio Jano, Franco Rochi and 
“productionized” by Aurelio Lampredi for Fiat has been well detailed elsewhere (Graham 
Robson‘s Fiat Sports Cars, and Doug Nye’s Dino, the little Ferrari).  

 

http://velocetoday.com/cars/cars_75.php
http://www.velocetoday.com/people/people_52.php
http://www.velocetoday.com/people/people_52.php
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For those of you who are interested in this fascinating saga, both books are highly 
recommended; copies may be found on eBay. To put it all in a nutshell, however, Robson does it 
best when describing what occurred between Enzo Ferrari and Fiat’s Vittorio Valetta: 

The deal they cooked up was extraordinary. Not only would Ferrari hand over the Dino v6 
engine design to Fiat, for re-working as necessary, and for manufacture in series, but Fiat would 
undertake the design of a new model to be sold as a Fiat Dino, so that the production numbers 
could be achieved as soon as possible, for Ferrari to use the engine in F2 in 1967. 
 

 
 
 
The Dino production prototype 
The way Robson sees it; the first Fiat Dinos as seen at Turin in 1966, were “homologation 
specials.” This is an interesting perspective. If that’s the case, the 2.0 Liter Dino Spiders and 
Coupes may eventually be worth as much as the more robust and refined 2.4 versions built after 
1968. Nice to be able to say one owns the prototype of a famous line, even if there were a fairly 
large number built. In the case of the 2.0 liter Spider, 1163 chassis were constructed between 
1966 and 1969.  

Michael Bayer, whose 2.4 Fiat Dino is featured this week in VeloceToday, told us that the Dino 
parts site reports only 50% of the 2.4 Spiders survive. “That explains why I had such a tough 
time finding one. I wonder if there are more 2000s than 2400s, and is that because the 2400s 
were more frequently cannibalized for Dino 246 needs?” The real reason may be the tinworm 
and the fact that only 420 2.4 Spiders were built to begin with.  
 

http://velocetoday.com/cars/cars_141.php
http://www.dinoparts.de/
http://www.dinoparts.de/
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2.0 vs 2.4  
Fiat introduced the 124 Spider at the same time and place as the Dino Spider, and since the 2280 
mm wheelbase was identical, it was assumed that they shared the same chassis platform. But since 
the chassis were designed to support two entirely different power trains, it is unlikely that few if any 
of the panels are interchangeable. Brakes were Girling discs all around; 10 inches in the rear, 10.6 in 
front. The front suspension was a sturdy coil spring and shock unit attached to the upper A arm, 
combined with an anti roll bar, while the steering was worm and roller, not the more advanced rack 
and pinion. At the rear, there was nothing to write home about, just a live axle with a single leaf 
spring on each side, watts linkages and four shocks. It was the weak spot in the 2.0 design and 
would be replaced with IRS in 1969.  

If the rear suspension was the weak link, the engine was the strong point. And perhaps, the original 
2.0 liter, with its all-alloy construction, was a purer effort, much closer to the racing units from 
which it was descended.  

The removable steel liners, a la Alfa Romeo, made overhaul less expensive. In stock form, the 2.0 
engine produced 160 hp at 7200 rpm, and peak torque was 126 ft lb at 6000 rpm. Three downdraft 
twin Webers were placed between the V of 65 degrees (hard to balance but with enough room to 
facilitate a decent intake system).  

The first 1163 Spiders were equipped with a 2300 four speed transmission modified to accept a fifth 
gear. Reverse and fifth were in a separate secondary casing. The fifth was overdrive with a 0.87:1 
ratio.  

Unladen weight of this package was 2535 lb. These “homologation specials”, according to 
Autosport magazine, were good for 127 mph and did the quarter in 16.0 seconds flat.  

Fiat Dino - Ferrari by Another Name by Mike Morris, compared prices in the UK when the Dino 
first appeared. The badge may have said Fiat but the sticker said Ferrari. In 1968 the 2 liter Fiat 
Dino Spider (he quotes the UK magazine MOTOR) cost an astonishing 3,737 British pounds, at that 
time an AC Cobra was 3,069 pounds and a 4.2 liter E Jag was 2,117 pounds.  
While no doubt an overall improvement, the 1969 2.4 Spider was 265 pounds heavier, and an inch 
longer, but sported 20 additional horsepower with a higher torque curve peaking at a more useable 
4600 rpm. 
A new five speed ZF transmission was included in the new package to accommodate the increased 
power and torque. Says Bayer, “My wife loves the looks and feel of her Dino, it is easy to drive, has 
a very light clutch with lots of torque off the line.” The additional weight was no doubt due to the 
heavier and more complex independent rear suspension, and the larger engine, the block now being 
made of cast iron with no removable liners. Did it perform better? Figures are fuzzy, but no doubt 
the 2.4 was more refined, more drivable, and quicker. 
Bridging the gap between the 2.0 and the 2.4 was the Pininfarina body, which aside from a few 
minor changes, was left as is for the beauty of self and benefit of all. Superior to the Alfa Duetto, 
and almost the equal of PF’s work on the Ferrari 330GTS, the Fiat Spider of any year exhibits the 
masterful touch of “Pinin” Farina himself, and one of the last great designs before the U.S. 
Government got involved with automobile standards. But that is another story. 
 
 
Newsletter Editor’s note: Very special thanks to Veloce Today:  www.velocetoday.com  for 
permission to republish this article.  They are now also featuring French cars in addition to our 
Italian favorites!  Part Two will be continued in February’s issue.   

http://www.velocetoday.com/
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2008 Calendar of 
Events

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

January 19th 
The Great Chili Cook-off 
Bob & Marianne 
 
 
2008 – exact dates TBD/WIP: 
 
 
May  
FEN All-Italian Car Show 
 
June  
Old Mill Days Poker Run 
http://www.oldmilldays.com/events.htm 
 
June  
Italian Car, Bicycle and Motorcycle Vancouver 
B.C.  
 
June  
Pacific NW Historics, Pacific Raceway, Kent 
http://www.sovren.org  

July  
FEN Annual Club Picnic 
 
July  
Mirafiori Oregon 
 
 
August 
Weekend Ralley 

 
August 
Whidbey Island Ralley 
 
September 
Italian Concours d’Elegance 
http://www.italianconcours.com  
 
September 
Run To The Sea 
  
September 
Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club 
 
September 
Festa Italiana Seattle Center 
http://www.festaseattle.com  
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 
 
September 
Maryhill Hill Climb (SOV) 
http://www.sovren.org or Norm Smith:  
206-459-2663 
 
December 
FEN Holiday Party 
 

 
The meeting on JANUARY 2nd will be held at: 
 
Mia Roma 
7620 NE Bothell Way 
Kenmore 
(425) 486-6200 
http://www.miaromaitalian.com 
 
NOTE: the date is WEDNESDAY, 1/2, not 1/3 as 
previously reported. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Contact Information:  
 
 President                                       Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 

Vice-President                                       Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary                                       Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership                                     Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor/Submissions            Darsie Brown, 425-652-7216, darsella@comcast.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.oldmilldays.com/events.htm
http://www.sovren.org/

