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FEN Newsletter 
The  J o urnal  o f  the  No rthw e s t’ s  Pre m ie r Fiat Club  

Some would call it “silly season” especially if you look at the antics 
at the National level.  Candidates are coming and going, Millions of 
dollars are being poured into an election that doesn’t take place for 
13 months.  I guess there are lots of people who want to be 
president of the United States. 
 
At a much lower level, FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest, there is a 
dearth of interest.  No campaigning, no volunteering, and few 
attendees at the board meetings to find out how and why we are 
running the Club the way we are. 
 
A look back at the OLD newsletters and you will see the names of 
people that are still officers today.  Takes a lot of selfless 
dedication to spend the extra time and energy to help keep the 
Club going for all those years.   
 
The incentive for volunteering is that it gives you an opportunity to 
enhance skills you will find useful at work. For example you can 
enhance you skills at powers of persuasion, decision-making or 
social skills (how to be civil to someone who bugs you). 
 
For retirees there is something to occupy all that extra spare time 
you have. 
 
There is still time to throw your hat in the ring.  Let me know and 
we will let your desires be known. 
 
Drop me a note at mikejwsr@comcast.net. 
 
Ciao, 
Mike Wayte 
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THANK YOU! 
Rumor has it that Darsie 
Brown, one of our newest 
members, has agreed to 
take over as newsletter 
editor. 
 
Please give her your 
contributions, support and 
thanks for keeping us 
connected and informed. 
 
 
Thanks for reading, 
Gregory Smith 
Olympia 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting of Oct 3rd was brought to order at 
7:30 by Bob Yetter ( Mike is away) 
 
There was no Treasurer's report and no 
correspondence as the Rians have not returned 
from The Best Fiat Challenge 
in Texas 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Diana Cripe gave a sum up of the MG Car Club 
Wine Tour trip to Yakima 
 
There has been NO word from the Rians about 
how they fared at the Best Spider Challenge 
 
Festa Italiano was covered and Cheryl and Norm 
talked about the Mary Hill Hill Climb 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
It was noted that the date for the Chili Cookoff 
has been changed from Oct. 27, 2007  to Jan 17, 
2008 due to some surgeries that Marianne 
Gerttula is having. This event is taking place at 
the Woodinville home of the Gerttula's and there 
will be awards for best chili and 
best salad. These awards will be determined by 
popular vote. 
 
Greg Smith has said that it is too much for him to 
keep up doing the newsletter. A replacement is 
needed as soon as possible, so if you are 
interested, please contact Mike, Bob Yetter or 
Greg Smith 
 
There are some officers who do not want to 
continue in their posts and nominations are being 
taken now for any office.  Norm motioned and 
Carrie seconded that Darcie be 
nominated for president.  If there are any other 
nominations, please send them to Mike or Bob 
Yetter or offer them at the next meeting. The 
elections will take place at the November 
meeting as we have no meeting in December. 
 
The Holiday Party is scheduled for Sunday, Dec 
2nd at the home of Mike and Jackie. 

 

Meeting Minutes 
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The November meeting will be at Mia Roma's 
 
Greg Smith said he would hold a tech session 
at his place in Olympia if anyone is 
interested in working on their  cars.  No 
specifics were given, so contact Greg if 
you are interested. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 
 
Submitted by 
Diana Cripe 
Secretary 
 

 

  

  

  

FEN MERCHANDISE 
AVAILABLE 
 
Club Jackets $40 each 
 
Red/Black combo Size XL2 ea. 
   Size L  2 ea. 
Black/Black comboSize XL 1 ea. 
   Size L  1 ea. 
 
 
Lap Robes  8 at $12 ea. 
 
Now that winter is fast 
approaching it’s time to buy your 
jacket and robe so you can stay 
warm and support the club. 
 
They would also make very nice 
Holiday presents. 
 
If you are interested in reserving 
one call Dan Rian at 425-483-9765 
or email to dsrian@verizon.net 
 
Thanks, 
Dan Rian 
Treasurer/ Membership Chair. 
 
 



 
 

Road Test: Fiat 500: 
Fiat's retro-update for the car that put Italy on wheels is an instant object of desire whose 
talents on the road are just as enviable as its looks, says John Simister  
 
Fiat 500 1.4 

 
 
As I write this, Turin is having a massive party. It's not because of a sudden feeling of warmth 
towards the US, whose Independence Day happens to be at the same point in the calendar, but 
because exactly 50 years ago Fiat – Turin's and Italy's biggest industrial institution – launched 
the 500. 
 
The tiny rear-engined car put Italy's masses on wheels. True, there was another Fiat 500 before 
that one, but 1957's nuova Cinquecento was the crucial car. Even today, the sub-Mini-sized 500 
is an Italian national monument on wheels. And now there's a new one. 
 
OK. This is Fiat kick-restarting its heritage for a changed world, just as BMW has done with the 
Mini and Volkswagen did with the Beetle. The Mini has been a huge success, not least because 
it builds on the original's fun-to-drive nature as well as its iconography. The Fiat aims to do the 
same. 
 
But how far should you go down the retro route? A long way, if it's the right car. Fiat showed the 
Trepiuno concept car at the 2004 Geneva show, a little three-seater inspired by the 500, and the 
world raved about it. "Even my mother said we should make a new 500," says Fiat CEO Luca de 
Meo. So Fiat had done exactly that, and very quickly. 
 
One of the many lovable things about the new 500 is that its outline is almost the same as the 
original's, albeit Xeroxed-up by about 25 per cent, whereas the Mini and Beetle are much further 
removed from the forms of their ancestors. 
 
To achieve this, Fiat has had to set the wheels wider apart than they are in the Panda, on whose 
underpinnings the 500 – and the forthcoming, Fiat-built Ford Ka – are based. The new 500 has 
ended up bigger than the Trepiuno and is a proper four-seater, front-wheel drive hatchback. I 
remember once watching the driver of a previous 500 wiping the rear window from the driving 
seat. He wouldn't be able to do that in the new one. 
 
The new 500 is to be called "five hundred" in the UK and not "cinquecento". It's full of the sort of 
details that make you want one, instantly. That's the key to a buyer's heart, when cars' abilities 
are so close to each other and so tightly constrained by legislative demands. Outside, we find a 
modern version of the old 500's nose badge on a similarly reproduced front-panel shape, a  
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Specifications 
Model: Fiat 500 1.4 
Price: from £11,500 (estimated)On sale: January 
Engine: 1,368cc, four cylinders 16 valves, 100bhp 
at 6,000rpm, 97lb ft at 4,250rpm 
Transmission: six-speed gearbox, front-wheel 
drive 
Performance: 113mph, 0-62 in 120.5sec, 
44.8mpg official average 
CO2: 149g/km 



 
chrome rear number-plate light housing like the original's, even a flattened exhaust pipe. The 
bonnet has the same raised band along its centre, too, but modernity kicks in with the rising 
waistline, blacked-in centre pillars and optional glass roof. 
 
Inside, your heart melts a little more. Mounted on a dashboard finished in the same paint as the 
exterior, is a round instrument pod like the original 500's but about three times the size. Round 
the edge is the speedometer, inside it is the rev-counter, and in the middle is a digital display. 
You can have the graphics in crisp, modern gradations or in a retro 1950s look. 
 
Then there are the seats, available in with two-tone panels, sporty cloth or two types of leather. 
I'd go for the cream steering wheel and switchgear for retro-ness. 
 
What would complete the time-capsule effect would be a two-cylinder engine. In a couple of 
years' time we'll be able to have exactly that, a 0.9-litre vertical twin with a vibration-smoothing 
balance shaft and turbocharger. This high-efficiency engine will produce between 90 and 
110bhp – a universe from that of the original 1957 500 (479cc and 13bhp). 
 
To begin with, though, the 500 has engines that mirror the posher Pandas: a 1.2-litre with 
69bhp, the 100bhp 1.4 16V already seen in the Panda 100HP, and the usual Fiat 1.3-litre 
turbodiesel, here giving 75bhp. And right now I'm sitting in a Sport model which has the 100bhp 
engine and fat 16in wheels. 
 
The sides are high and the windows shallow, more scene-setters for a reignited past. Much of 
the cabin is hard plastic, but all those neat details successfully draw your eyes and hands away 
from that low-cost backdrop. Time for a drive: will the 500 have the dynamic talent it needs? 
 
The answer is clear within half a mile. The 500 feels terrific, with quick, accurate steering, 
precise responses not ruined by excessive rubber in its suspension joints, and a taut, flat 
cornering stance. The body structure feels stiff and tough, and the 500 rides equably enough 
over bumps. It feels just as a small car should, agile and frisky but not purgatorial. 
 
Pressing this Sport model's Sport button adds weight to the steering and sharpens the 
accelerator's response without making it jerky. I think I'd leave Sport mode engaged all the time 
were the 500 mine. The engine has a typically Fiat-sounding edge to its note, and while hardly 
fast (wait for the 135bhp, turbocharged 500 Abarth) it's good fun, with a particularly smooth, 
precise six-speed gearshift. 
 
Now, a 1.3 Multijet diesel on 15in wheels. It's more languid of course, as befits its CO2 output of 
just 111g/km, but it's impressively quiet for a diesel and I prefer the way the 500 drives on the 
smaller wheels. It loses sharpness but gains in fluidity as you cruise through the bends, and it's 
better again at soaking up bumps. A 1.4 on these wheels then confirms my suspicion that this 
would be the most pleasing 500 to own. 
 
If I were to contemplate ownership, I'd have a stack of accessories to choose from, just as a 
prospective Mini owner does. Fiat has calculated there are 549,936 possible variations, with 
several types of stripe, retro-look hubcaps, chrome trims and colours including a pearlescent 
white or, my favourite, a slightly mauve-tinted pale blue. All of this adds cost, of course, and a 
500 is going to be more expensive than a Panda even without the extra toys. It should still be 
cheaper than a Mini, though, and there might lie one of the keys to its success. 
 
Fine, but let's get back to objectivity. Is there any room in the 500? Making it the same shape as 
the old one has forced compromises, given today's safety demands. The engineers have done 
well to keep the nose so short, but the rear pillars intrude on rear passenger space. Anyone of  
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average height or above will find head and pillar in close proximity. There's a decent boot, and 
the option of a storage box built into the front passenger seat. 
 
I wanted a 500 the moment I saw one. Now I have driven it, nothing has changed. 
 
First Published: 10 July 2007 in The Independent, U.K.  Reproduced with permission. 
 

Recent Events: Best Spider Challenge 2007 
By Dan and Suzanne Rian 

 

       
 
When we arrived in Texas, we were overwhelmed with heat, it was 95 degrees, (Little did we 
know that it would be 95 for the next 10 days). We had a good flight. We made reservations at 
the Ramada and the van picked us up and took us to the hotel.  Then Dan called Jerry Phillips, 
our host, and he said he’d call Anita & Bill Hilfiker, the couple who kindly stored our car. Anita 
picked us up just a few minutes later and took us to our car at her beautiful home. Boy, our car 
had tons of dust on it from the trip! We took a dry run to the show site to get familiar with the 
route and Jerry had the story board that Darcie Brown created for our entry and it was just 
what we wanted. (Thank you Darcie). We shipped it back to Seattle and will use it at other 
shows. 
 
After that we went to Carol & Jeff  Scheferman’s home, where Jeff organized an impromptu 
cleaning party for the 4 featured Fiats. Gary & Alvin from the LA club had Gary’s beautiful 
spider and had driven in that day and Denice had her beautiful 72 spider from North Carolina. 
She was representing FLU (Fiat Lancia Limited). We had lots of help and everyone helped each 
other. After a few minutes, the concensus was that we needed to strip all our wax off and re-
wax our car! We did it and re-waxed it twice! They just wanted us to look good. Jeff has a 
beautiful 81 red spider, a perfect, green 128 and a yellow Fiat coupe. His were entered in the 
regular show, not the Best Fiat Challenge. After we cleaned our cars, Jeff and Carol hosted us 
all to dinner. It was delicioso. As long as we were inside, we didn’t feel the heat. However, on 
our way back to our hotel, we surely did even with the top down and 10:00 PM. 
 
The next day we moved to the Gaylord Texan Hotel. You should look it up on the web, it is 
unbelievable. Very huge. We were able to check in early. That night was a welcoming reception 
at our hotel, hosted by Car & Driver magazine. Although only appetizers, it was enough for 
dinner. Ms. Texas was also present, as well as many more participants in the overall car show. A 
few hours later, we adjourned to a Mexican restaurant so we could visit more with Fiat America  
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group. Our old friend, Jerry Stalder was there and his wife, Suzy , who flew in to join us. Dave 
Voss was nice enough to give us a ride to the restaurant. It was early to bed (ha!!) because we 
wanted to be at the car show by 7:30. 

        
 
What a venue it was! Beautiful Lake Grapevine , which is 19 miles long and 2 miles across. 
Snowy Egrets and Heron waded in the shallow shores. The sky was crisp blue and, in the 
morning, before it got so awful hot and humid, it was gorgeous. There was a large covered area 
which gave us a respite from the sun. There were approx 160 cars in the show and they were 
expecting over 10,000 spectators. It appeared to us that there were at least that many. The 
Texas Club provided us with all the water we wanted and later, a host barge/boat appeared 
which was air-conditioned and it provided us with lunch and a welcome break from the heat. 
There were vendors also, with Italian sausage & hot dogs and one selling Gellato, which was 
very welcome. Denise Burchette from North Carolina, who brought her 72 spider for the 
challenge, also brought her two engaging daughters. Sooz spent most of her time talking with 
the girls .Dan, being Dan, spent a lot of time “schmoozing” spectators who were interested in 
our car. It was a very long, hot day and we were tired at the end. We were glad to say that 
Denise won the challenge. We think she deserved it because she has personally put so much 
work into the car. Besides, she is as cute as a bugs ear! We met Trent and Morgan Wagner at the 
show, as well as his father and mother. Morgan invited us to her parent’s house after the show 
so we could meet them. When we arrived, Ella came flying out the door to give us a hug and tell 
us she missed us. After our cool drink with them, we hustled back to our hotel for a quick 
change for the big dinner. We made it a little late, but Neils and Joy thankfully saved us seats. 
Dinner was great, of course, we had short rib brisket (which we later learned Texas is famous 
for). The highlight of the evening was the speaker, Mario Fasanetto, from the Lamborghini 
factory in Italy. He compared the years and models and said he instructs people on the proper 
way to drive one. They even drove 2 Lambo’s into our dinning area so we could drool over them. 
I realize it is really hard to condense all our experiences into words without being boring. 
 
Texas Tour Sunday, September 23rd 
 
Well, I failed to write anything for Sunday, so I’ll try to catch up. ( BTW, we spent some time 
with Neils Uni from FIAT AMERICA and were able to tell him how much we enjoyed his journal of 
their travels in Europe.) 
 
We began Sunday am getting ready for the tour of the lake. No breakfast again cause we ran out 
of time. Grapevine Lake is 19 miles long and 2 miles wide. It is a man-made lake, which is really 
a reservoir. They had so much water this year that part of the shore is underwater. It was huge! 
As we began the tour, some of the cars didn’t follow the directions and went another way, so 
we were rather a little late to start. The first thing we noticed in our drive is how huge the 
homes were. Our Street of Dream homes are small compared to these. Most are constructed of  
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brick or stone. One of our hosts told us wood does not hold up down here because of the 
location 
  
As we toured along with our mouths hanging open in awe, we would see a huge castle, and then 
a hay field, then “Trophy  City” with a population of 7,391. Many of the homes looked like the 
golf villas Del Webb built in different areas in the 50’s & 60’s. Jeff Scheferman of the Grapevine 
club, who has 3 or 4 Fiats, let Dave Voss, of FA Calif, drive his Fiat sedan, with Neils & Joy as 
passengers, and Jerry & Suzy Stalder of FA drove his Spider, since they left theirs home. There 
were many shades of brick and stone in the homes and in one development, we noticed a Wal-
Mart already being built. As we were driving along, we noticed the smell of raw gas. Shortly 
thereafter, we noticed Dave slowing down. We found a place to pull over and it was determined 
that Jeff’s Fiat had a loose fuel line. Dan came up with some poly-extra strength string and his 
leatherman and they repaired it in a jiffy and we were soon on our way. 
 
After the tour, we went back to the Gaylord Texan Hotel, picked up our checked bags, (we 
didn’t have room for all our bags)., loaded our backseat and at 1: 50 Texas time, we headed for 
Corinth, TX. Friend of us and our daughter moved to Corinth some time ago and since we were 
so close we had to visit them. At one of our water stops, Dan asked a local if we were headed 
the right way and he said “yep, it’s right on the other side of the lake”. Well, we found out that 
in Texas when someone says ‘down the road a piece”, or “bout 20 mile”, that means its at least 
an hour away. But we had good  directions from mapquest and found them easily.  It was so 
good to see the Bruce’s again. They looked wonderful. Their 15 year old son, Sam, has grown a 
foot, is extremely funny, and is a ‘manly man’. His adorable younger sister, Joey, has absolutely 
blossomed into a beautiful, witty, young lady. We went to dinner at a true Texas steak house. 
Dinner was great, even though it had a long- horned steer’s head hanging on the wall. After 
dinner, we went to their house and watched the Dallas Cowboys on TV. Their TV had Spanish 
subtitles running on the game. We made up our own translations of what they meant and all 
four of us were in stitches! ( Guess you had to have been there).  We spent the night there and 
were able to see the kids again in the morning before school. 
 
7:30 a.m. Corinth, Texas, off to Pecos with the best wishes of the Bruce’s. We hated to say 
goodbye. A cool pleasant morning. We wondered how long the coolness would last. We’re 
beginning to get tired of the sun. Pecos is touted as the world’s largest rattle snake roundup. 
(There are others?) On the way to Pecos the desert was red clay. There was an iron sculpture of 
a horse and a man kneeling. Pretty great. Lots of cotton fields, some oil wells. Arriving near 
Pecos, we saw a HUGE storm cell, about 10 miles across.  We began to wonder if we were in 
Kansas. We watched to make sure we didn’t see a funnel cloud. As we arrived at our hotel, the 
rain came pouring down in buckets. It didn’t last very long. Pecos is very small and we searched 
for a restaurant and found one that advertised it had American and Mexican. It was packed with 
locals. Dinner was delicious, so we know why. Actually, Sweetwater is the largest rattlesnake 
roundup, Pecos had the first rodeo with prizes in 1883. In the AM it was humid with damp 
streets and moisture on the inside of the car windows. We stopped in Deming, New Mexico in an 
attempt to view a lot that Sooz’s sister Sally owns but couldn’t locate it and didn’t want to 
waste any more time. We kept  our hats on except when the sun went behind a cloud, then we 
would take them off to dry our hair. We go as high as Stevens Pass, see one lone cow, must have 
free range cattle, 
 
Pecos, 8:30 a.m. blue sky, cool (65-70) lots of different bird sounds. I have neglected to thank 
Greg Smith so much for suggesting the beaded seat cover. It has made an unbelievable 
difference in my back. Awesome! We’re on our way to Tucson, an 8 hr day. Man, by the time we 
got to Tuscon, we were so hot and tired, even though we’ve been drinking our 60 oz of water a 
day. We have a beautiful room on the Clarion hotel Courtyard, but it’s too #@$%^%& hot to go 
out on the courtyard. We got a little lost finding it (map quest), but our friend led us in by cell  
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phone. They took us to the casino for dinner and it was excellent Italian food. We played the 
slots and went home for an early night, since we were really tired and hot. Next day, we looked 
up another old friend in Tuscon and had lunch at the best Chinese buffet which we’ve ever 
eaten. Very reasonable, too. We have no idea why anyone would want to live in Yuma or 
Tuscon, too miserable for us. We like Phoenix, though. AAA calls the route, “irrigated plains, 
then gently rolling desert terrain.”  “Crosses flat, arid salt plains, becoming hilly rocky desert”. 
Well, I guess that is correct, but we traveled through the desert forever, acres and acres of 
cacti, before we found the “irrigated plains”. My notes say 141 miles of nothing to Tucson.  
Occasional hawks. This is our 10 hour day, too long for old folks with bad backs. We have found 
that all the truck drivers in Texas and Arizona have been very courteous. Of course, it is so flat, 
they can do the speed limit with no fluctuation in speed. After Los Crusas, we saw a lone 
locomotive by himself in a field. He looked so lonesome! Later 
In Deming, we saw a train, so maybe they will get hooked up. We see some wild sunflowers and 
a short, weird palm, maybe it is a desert palm. 
All during this trip, we have been watching semi trucks going the other way, carrying windmill 
cores, blades & gimbles. One half a blade is longer than a semi, which means total blade width 
is more than 100 feet. All trucking lines seem to be hiring drivers. We’ve seen 3 to 11 car 
carriers liked we used for Guiseppe. We see ‘Little Dragon’ mountains. They do look like it. The 
peaks are serrated.  
Ice down my bra, I gotta try to cool down, I’m miserable. 
 
8:30 am, Thursday, leaving Tuscon, heading for San Diego, the last long day of driving, Glad we 
had the 2 day rest in Tucson. Glad we’re taking a new route, makes some things interesting. Did 
I mention we saw a dead wolf along the highway going into Tuscon? Saw the Dale Earnheart 
speedway, too. Saw a sign for XXX adult dancers. Sign said, “open 24 hours FLAT”. 
Oh, well . . .Did we mention that in Tuscon they have a freeway overpass that is covered with 
mesh and they have painted the mesh to look like a rattlesnake. Very effective. Oh we travel on 
to Yuma. Hot and arid.  
Ugh! 30 miles outside Yuma there are stockyards and the smell is so intense, our daughter and 
granddaughter would throw up if they smelled it. In the middle of the desert we see a sign that 
says, 
“parking area”. Why park? Park & neck? Park & Sleep? It’s friggin’ desert!!! 
In dome valley we see an rv park that has no shade or trees. No pool, either.  
No fun, if you ask us. We travel over a 767 foot pass, which is like going up our road from the 
highway. We are so hot, we think we’re imagining things. Like the buzzards seem to be 
following us. Stopped for lunch at Yuma, 98 degrees at 2:20. On the road to San Diego, finally. 
Desert with nothing but Saguaro cacti. We stop for gas at a station in the middle of this desert, 
no more customers around. There is a big sign, “Restrooms for customers only”. Duh! Who else 
would stop there in the middle of the darn desert? The clerk was very sullen. We guess she 
could afford to be since there weren’t many people to entertain her.  
As we approach closer to San Diego, we begin to see more crops. Guess if you have water, 
anything will grow. We see rice fields, artichoke fields and spinach. At a rest stop, we talk with 
a gentleman coming from the Texas show, trailering a 1972 l.a. Zagato Milano 
Ferrari. “Beautiful. We get pictures. We see land for sale by Kent Griswold. Didn’t know Chevy 
Chase made another movie. 
 
We stayed with Dan’s sister Elsie for 3 days in San Diego so we could get caught up on rest. Had 
a great time visiting with her and started north on Monday AM. We followed highway 1 all the 
way up except Big Sur. We did that a few years ago and weighed the 3 ½ hours on Big Sur 
against the 1 ½ hours on 101. The coast was beautiful. After crossing the Golden Gate Bridge we 
decided to go to Napa and meet Kelly Dicker of Wine Country Motors. He was very busy but was 
nice enough to talk to us for a while. Now we can put a face to all his emails on mirafiori. We 
stopped in Santa Rosa and met with my 98 year old aunt and were surprised when two of Dan’s  
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cousins were there also. One from Colorado and one from Montana. We had dinner and lots of 
visiting. We went up the coast and when we pulled into Eureka we went by a business which 
said Hilfiker Plumbing and Pipe. We remembered that Anita Hilfiker had said she owned 2 
houses in Eureka but I didn’t know they had a business there. We stayed at Crescent City and 
made the decision to go over to Grant Pass and up I5. We were getting a little tired of highway 
101 and wanted to get home. Our spider never missed a beat. I was going 80 miles an hour and 
4000 rpm almost the whole trip. It was a very lofty endeavor for two 68 year olds to go 3612 
miles in 13 days in a two seated convertible. It was an adventure and we wouldn’t trade it for 
anything. Sooz and I both enjoyed it immensely.  
Again I also want to thank all of the club members who worked so hard on the All Italian Car 
Show and the Garage sale which made this trip possible. If not for you we would have had to 
renege on our commitment to send a Northwest representative to the BSC in Texas. I also want 
to thank Darcie for the storyboard she provided. 
 
Dan & Sooz Rian   

 
Guest Tech Column: 

Chris Obert on Wheel Bolts: 
 

After years of selling wheels and the bolts to hold them on, along with the many 
questions I always get, I figured it's time to write something up about wheel bolts. 
 

When mounting wheels on your car, you should engage all of the threads in the hubs.  You 
also need to use hardware that is of the proper thread & pitch.  Most of the Fiats we know use 
12 mm diameter bolts, with either 1.5 or 1.25 thread pitch.  Yes, it's metric. 
 

Some of the aftermarket wheels, sold while our cars were new, use a different way of 
mounting the wheels than Fiat's original bolt. These use a shouldered bolt with a washer. During 
the original sales, some manufacturers sold this mounting option as bolts; but, today you are 
going to get a stud, a washer, and a nut. You glue the stud into your hub, slide the wheel over 
the four studs (in some cases, the locating stud Fiat used will need to be deleted or modified to 
allow the wheel to fit flush against the hub), put the washers onto the nuts, and thread the nuts 
onto the studs.  The studs should be long enough to engage most, if not all, of the threads of 
the nut; if you need to modify or change the studs so they do, do it.  I personally like to use a 
lubricant like Antisieze on the outside of the nut where it fits into the wheel so they will come 
apart at a later time. 
 

All of the original wheels, and most Italian aftermarket wheels, use bolts to secure the 
wheels onto your car.  Steel wheels often have a much thinner hub than alloy wheels, and there 
are lots of variations in hub thickness.  An often overlooked, and in my opinion dangerous, 
aspect of a wheel change is the installer does not pay attention to the length of the bolt, and 
just reuses it. 
 

Once you determine the required spacers, if any, you will be using between your wheel 
and your hub, you need to calculate how long of a bolt you need to do the job.  I take an old 
coat hanger, straighten it out & bend over one end at a right angle about 5 mm in from the end 
(it needs to fit inside the 12 mm hole).  I push this into the hole until it clears on the inside, 
move it over so the "hook" will catch the inside of the hub, and pull out until the rod stops.  I  
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mark this distance on my coat hanger, remove the coat hanger from the hub, and then measure 
& record the length. 
 

Then, I turn to the wheel.  Most wheels will use a tapered seat that the bolt fits into 
while mounting.  From the back side of the wheel, insert your coat hanger until the tip of the 
bend is at the internal base of the seat; mark, measure, and record this distance.  Add the two 
distances, measured above, together to get the total length of the shank of the bolt required to 
retain these wheels safely onto your car.  You should also pay attention to the required thread 
length. Most bolts, you will find, have plenty of thread, but the last thing you want is the 
threads bottoming out before the wheel is tight.  Take your coat hanger and measure how far in 
the hub you must insert it before you reach the threads.  The minimum amount of required 
threads is easy to calculate. 
 

When ordering or manufacturing wheel retaining bolts, make sure you specify your 
minimum requirements for length of thread, distance between the outer end of the threads and 
the bottom of the taper, and the required thread size & pitch.  In many applications, we have 
discovered that there are no off-the-shelf bolts that are correct, so available ones must be 
modified or manufactured.  If a bolt is too long, it's easy to shorten; but, if you don't feel 
comfortable doing it, take the job to a professional.  In the cases where tapered seat bolts are 
just not made for your requirements, we have made a sleeve that can be installed on a standard 
bolt to retain the wheels. 
 

Don't just check one wheel or hub, check all of them.  It is real common to find front and 
rear are not the same, and sometimes, if someone else has been there before you, side-to-side 
may also be different!  So, if your car does not have the original wheels, or even if you think it 
does, you have a project for this coming weekend.  For your own safety, make it a point to 
confirm that the bolts holding your wheels on are the correct length, and tightened to 
specifications. 

Chris Obert • fiat pax 
C.Obert & Co • 2131 D Delaware Ave, Santa Cruz, CA  95060, USA 

831 423 0218 • orders 800 500 3428 (FIAT) • fax 831 459 8128 • www.fiatplus.com 
 

 

Recent Events: Yakima Tour Day 1 
by Bob Yetter 

First of all, thanks to the Gerttulas for inviting FEN members to join the MG Car Club for the great trip to 
Yakima.  Bob & Marianne are members of both clubs.  Pauline and Bill Goggin organized the MG Car Club 
Wine Country Tour this year. 
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Friday, September 21st turned out to be a warm and beautiful day for the combined MG and Fiat enthusiasts 
club road trip to Yakima. With steaming hot cups of coffee in hand, the 8:45 am drivers meeting began at 
the North Bend outlet mall parking lot. The lot was filled with an array of mostly red and blue MGs,  a 
Triumph and a host of plum, black and brown colored Fiats as well as members driving “honorary” Fiats 
and MGs.  Some were displaying homemade MG signs.  It was a hoot.  We need to make some Fiat signs 
for FEN events when members don’t (or can’t) bring their favorite Italian car. 
 
Although the departure time was scheduled for 10:30 am, Lilian Yetter and Diana Cripe of the Fiat club 
were able to fit in a few minutes of shopping at the Carter’s baby store for Diana’s daughter.  
 
The original plan was to have lunch in Ellensburg driving via I-90 all the way.  Can you say Boring!  Since 
he was familiar with the area, Bob Yetter volunteered to lead the group down scenic highway 10 to 
Ellensburg cutting off I-90 west of Cle Elum.  He headed up the caravan of 30 plus cars down the road.  
With flapping Beau Geste type hats and scarves blowing in the wind the troops eagerly moved along for 
their road adventure. The drive was a spectacle of assorted colors of leaves, large metal bridges and rapidly 
flowing rivers. Even though the group was utilizing the “dusty turnout’ method of keeping the group 
together, Bob and Gary Reed were the only two drivers to make it to the first rest stop  Lake Keechelus.  
After a fairly long delay to attend to an ailing MG, the remainder of the group caught up with the pair just as 
the sighting of an eagle spreading its glorious wings turned many heads to the sky above.   
 
An unexpected group of “rogue” club members somehow got separated from the pack and made their way to 
the next destination via the highway. Lead driver Bob mustered the main adventurers to continue on the two 
lane roads to Ellensburg. The hungry explorers arrived at the Red Horse Diner promptly on time at 12:30 
pm.  The diner was so named as it was decorated with old Mobil Oil Company memorabilia which included 
a wonderful old sign with the iconic Mobil Red Pegasus logo (hence the name of the restaurant).   Both 
clubs’ members were joined by reps from the Yakima Valley Sports Car Club at the restaurant that occupied 
the site of a historic Sinclair gas station from the ‘50s.  All enjoyed bountiful baskets of fries with burgers 
and creamy milkshakes in the enormous outdoor patio. One of the burgers was named the “Fuel injection” 
and was ordered off the menu by a Fiat club member (who shall remain nameless but was the only one 
driving a carburated Spider).  Since chili was one of the ingredients, you can imagine how it got its name 
and how appropriate it was for the drive! 
 

       
 
After lunch, we formed up in a long train (again using the “dusty turnout” method) and worked our way 
through town and proceeded down the beautiful Yakima River Road through the canyon.  What a great 
drive!  It was a top-down trip all the way.  Upon arrival to Yakima, the lengthy caravan of participants were 
greeted with people waving and car horns honking in unison to welcome the snaking dragon like in a 
Chinese New Year’s party coming into town. 
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While the troops were waiting for their rooms to be made ready, the majority of the intrepid travelers 
enjoyed delicious rootbeer floats served in the Clarion Hotel parking lot along with an opportunity to admire 
the outstanding variety of cars on display.  A few of the club members relaxed at the hotel hot tub and a cool 
swim at the pool to end the afternoon.  
 
The banquet buffet dinner commenced at 6:30 pm. The menu consisted of a delicious main course selection 
of either salmon or chicken. The accompaniments included assorted pasta, red potatoes,  green salad and soft 
rolls. The dinner concluded with a moist chocolate cake dessert with whipped cream frosting. One of the 
MG club members exuberantly extended a warm thank you to everyone as well.  Your esteemed Vice 
President, Bob Yetter, also extended heartfelt thanks and concluded that British car fans aren’t so bad after 
all. In addition to Bob and his wife, Lilian, other FEN club members and officers on hand representing the 
group included Gary Reed, Mike Wayte and Jackie Baker and Bert and Diana “Ernie” Cripe.  Bert and 
“Ernie” had to bring their “honorary” Fiat (a Honda CR-V) since their Spider was out of commission for 
reasons that do not need to be explained at this juncture. 
 
A handful of the attendees braved their way to Misty’s Lounge at the hotel for some Karaoke and 
refreshments. According to the Karaoke host, it is one of Yakima’s hidden treasures. As the evening 
progressed the “music critics” were wondering if it should remain that way, but they were treated to some 
ear popping music and singing which brought the night of the first day to a happy end.      
 
-Bob Yetter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Club Officers’ Contact Information 
 FEN    http://www.Fiatnorthwest.org 

President     Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 
Vice-President     Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary     Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership   Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor  Gregory Smith, 360-705-3193, gfs@scattercreek.com 
Please email Gregory with your Fiat stories, pictures, comments, questions or submissions to our 
newsletter at gfs@scattercreek.com  
 

 

May Newsletter 

2007 Holiday Party  
Dec 2 
FEN Holiday Party 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 
or Mike Wayte: 206-932-7479 
 

Page 12 of 12        November Newsletter 
 
 


