
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2007, Volume 16, Number 8 

Newsletter 
The  J o urnal  o f  the  No rthw e s t’ s  Pre m ie r Fiat Club  

The next few (or several) weeks will be busy for those 
who participate in upcoming FEN activities. 
 
Number 1 on the list has got to be a work party to help 
Dan and Sooz detail their car for the upcoming Best Fiat 
show in Texas.  D & S have some commitments in the 
next couple of weeks but then will be looking for some 
help.  Let’s send the best Fiat to Texas we can. 
 
The August meeting is at Amante’s Renton on 
Wednesday, August 1. 
 
I have invited Bruce Carroll, President of the ITALIAN 
CONCOURS d’Elegance to discuss the show that this year 
is being held at the Des Moines Marina.  We have 
committed to ten (10) cars and are now one of the 
sponsors (see their website from the FEN calendar).  
This is another opportunity to get together with other 
Italian car enthusiasts, many of whom participated at 
our show in Issaquah in April.  The ITALIAN CONCOURS 
d’Elegance is being held on Sunday, September 2.  
Contact Dan for details. 
 
Finally, I hope all that attended the picnic enjoyed 
themselves.  I made it to Portland (via bicycle for the 
STP) with a sore bum, but with a sense of 
accomplishment for an old guy. 
 
Hope to see many of you on Wednesday night at 
Amante’s 
 

Ciao, 
Mike Wayte 

 
  
(Editor’s Note – This issue of our newsletter is woefully 
late, so in fact the talk about the upcoming Italian 
Concours at Amante’s has already taken place.  And the 
next meeting is in fact September 5th at Mia Roma in 
Bothell, our usual north-end spot.  Sorry for the delay, 
Gregory) 
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HEY YOU! 
Got an idea for a story, some 
cool Fiat pics, or some other 
clever submission? 
 
Don’t be shy, send it to the 
newsletter guy at 
gfs@scattercreek.com for 
inclusion in an upcoming 
newsletter. 
 
Remember folks, the newsletter 
doesn’t get written without your 
input! 
 -Gregory 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August FEN Meeting Minutes 
 
Mike Wayte called the meeting to order at 7:30. 
 
Bruce Carroll, President of the Concourse 
d'Elegance, presented details of the event, 
which takes place Sunday, September 2nd from 
11am to 5pm at the marina in Des Moines.  Our 
club sponsored the Fiat mark for $300 per year, 
which entitles our club logo to be displayed as 
one of the event sponsors.  The registration fee 
to display your car in the event is $25.00.  Bruce 
announced that Fiat and Lancia the featured 
marks for next year. 
 
Bob Yetter gave the Treasurers report in Dan 
Rain's absence.  The club is solvent and has a 
total of 55 members. 
 
Some dates were discussed for a work party to 
prepare the Rians' car for the show in Texas. 
 
Bert Cripe talked [about] where and when to 
meet for the Bellingham trip on August 4 and the 
Whidbey Island trip that is on August 26. 
 
Marianne Gerttula presented information about 
the MG car club wine tour in Yakima, which will 
be September 21, 22, and 23.  Rooms at the 
Clarion inn have been set aside. Mention the MG 
car club and you will get the $74 a night rate.  
There will be a BBQ on Friday night; dinner at an 
Italian restaurant on Saturday night and some 
nice drives in the wine country. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 and there was no 
raffle. 

 
Submitted by: 
Diana Cripe, Secretary 
 
(Ed’s. note: Thanks yet again Diana… – Gregory) 

Minutes from Our Last 
FEN Club Meeting 
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From the FENWeb: 
 
Bert told a story that should be in the 
newsletter. I'll try to tell it the same, but 
check with him. At the picnic we had all the 
cars lined up as usual. A woman came 
along and as she got closer, said" Oh, 
from a distance, I thought they were all Alfa 
Romeos, but now I can see they're 
FLATS!". 
 

Breaking news: 
 
Important Calendar Change: 
Whidbey Island Tour Becomes 
BSC Workparty 
 
We are canceling the August 26th Whidbey 
Island Tour. 
 
Instead we’re having a work party on the 
Rian’s Spider in preparation for the Texas 
Best Spider Challenge event. 
 
We plan to meet around 2pm, and Pizza 
and beverages will be provided for those 
who pitch in! 
 
Please contact Dan Rian for more info. 
 

 

  

  

  



 
 
 

 
FENers Roxy, Diana, Dan Bert and Norm discussing the finer points of watermelon 

 

Recent Events: F.E.N. Annual Picnic 
 
It began as a questionable day. (Questionable as to whether we would go with the top down, that 
is.) There were high clouds and we could not see Mt. Rainier. As we rolled along on I-5, it was one 
of those rare, warm Seattle mornings. The temperature was about 74 degrees and, as we passed 
Tulley’s, we could smell the aroma of freshly roasted coffee. MMM what a beautiful day. 
 
We wound our way around to the meeting spot at Starbuck’s in Federal Way. By that time, the sun 
was beating down. Whew! There were only the Cripes and the Rians at the meeting point. At 
11:15 we left to go to the picnic. We wound our way around beautiful country, green and lush in 
spite of the recent hot spell. 
 
When we arrived at the picnic, several had beaten us to  Kanasket park; Hugh Thomas, Greg 
Smith and daughter, Hazel.. Norm, Zig Tomalak and his wife, Sophia and his son, Aden(?) joined 
us as well as Jim and Rosalee Perry and their 2 grand children, YaYa, and Nick. As Zig said, It 
was definitely a day for 5 year olds. The children had so much fun chasing each other over the 
grass, then later, took a wade into the icy Green River. We picked wild Huckleberries (are there 
any tame ones?) and several black berries. The black berries are about one month ahead of 
usual because of the hot weather we’re having. 

August Newsletter 
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Gregory Smith and daughter Hazel toweling off after a bit of Green River swimming 
 
 
Sooz called an impromptu meeting of those present to have them give an opinion of detailing we 
should do on Guiseppi before Texas. All the suggestions were very helpful and we hope to get 
them done before we go. 
 
The food was typical picnic food and plentiful. By 5:00 p.m. we had had enough sun and left to ride 
home and get some wind in our hair. Hugh’s X-19 quit the first time at the entrance to 405 from 
Maple Valley Highway. We pulled in behind him and he was able to start the car again and we 
followed him on the freeway in the event he had further trouble. He did and stopped at a 
particularly dangerous area next to a Jersey barrier north of Bellevue. We pulled in behind him and 
prevented him from getting out of his car on the driver’s side. While at the picnic Gregory showed 
Hugh where there were two cooling hoses that were not installed. That could be the problem with 
his car as it turned out to be very hot. He intended to wait a few minutes then try to start it before 
he called AAA to tow him home. We went on ahead, hoping he made it okay. It was a great day for 
a picnic and it was to bad more people couldn’t attend.  
 
Dan & Sooz 
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Upcoming Events: 2007 Wine Tour 
September 21 – 23, 2007 

 We are invited to participate in this event which is sponsored by the MG Car Club, Rover 
Car Club of Canada, and the Yakima Valley Sports Car Club. 
 
Event Date: September 21, 22, & 23, 2007 
 
Special room Rate to be available until August 20. 
 
“Our center of operations for this year’s Wine Tour is the City of Yakima.  We will be staying 
at the luxurious Clarion Inn located at 1507 North First Street.  They have a special car club 
wine tour rate for us at $74 per night, double occupancy.  The hotel is providing us with 30 
reserved rooms at the special rate until August 20th in the Shasta Wing which includes a 
private pool and parking with a security guard for our cars.  Hotel Reservations: Contact the 
Front Desk at 509-248-7850 and mention MG Car Club” 
 
“Friday Evening Barbecue Reservations: Let the receptionist know if you will be attending the 
BBQ” 
 
“Special Events this year: 
 
Friday lunch at 12:30 pm at the historic Red Horse Drive-in, 1518 West University Way, 
Ellensburg. 
 
Friday afternoon root beer float party upon arrival at the hotel - $1.93 per person. 
 
Friday evening at 6:30 pm salmon or chicken BBQ in the Vineyards Room - $20.00 per 
person. 
 
Saturday driver’s meeting at 8:30 am, wine touring in the Yakima Valley during the day. 
 
Saturday evening 7:00 pm dinner at Zesta Cucina Italian Café, 5110 Tieton Drive, Yakima. 
 
Sunday driver’s meeting at 10:00 am.  We will visit the Running Springs Winery & Farm 
Market in Naches (on the way to White Pass).  Lunch at Gold Creek Station, Highway 410, 
White Pass” 
 
“Puget Sound tourers: Meet at the factory outlet parking lot in North Bend. I-90 to exit 31; 
back under freeway toward North Bend 1 block; outlet parking lot-you can't miss it. Look for 
MG's. Driver's meeting at 9:45” 
 
Please direct any questions to Bob & Marianne Gerttula via email to bgerttula@aol.com 
 
This event is taking the place of our regular October 'east of the mountains' tour. 
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Recent Events…  
Bellingham Tour 
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We were looking forward to the tour for 
two reasons; we haven’t been into 
downtown Bellingham before; and, if we 
stayed home we’d work. Unfortunately, we 
forgot our camera. But luckily, Diana 
brought hers.  We kept the top down, but 
it was rather a chilly morning since we had 
shorts on.  Six cars from the club met 
initially, but Marianne & Bob Gerttula were 
not able to go on the tour because of other 
commitments. 

 
We love winding our way up Highway #9. No questions to answer, just a wonderful drive. 
OOOOO we saw a blessed little pinto colt, a miniature version of her mother standing 
nearby.  As we drove through the Snohomish valley, we noticed the static drop line for the 
sky divers and saw the power lines our daughter-in-law, Jodi, almost tangled with when she 
and our son went skydiving on their first date.  
 
We saw corn, corn and more corn. There is nothing like the sweet corn grown in the 
Snohomish Valley ({or the Skagit Valley), mmmmmmm. We saw the usual horses, cows and 
goats, and an occasional Llama or Alpaca. There were wood debris piles so large  
( 20-30 ft.tall) that they had grass growing on them. Didn’t think they would ever burn, 
they were so compact. It seems that everyone up north is ‘going green’, even the man 
running for Sheriff {(Greene). 
 
We met up with Ted and Linda Johnson in their cute little red 1963 1200 on 163rd Avenue 
out of Michias. As we were leaving the Machias area, the sun began to peek out. We saw a 
Christmas tree farm that sells any tree for $10. (Bet we couldn’t find it again in 
December). We were pleased to see a wildlife care center, where they care for sick or 
injured birds of prey. I was able to make a wish on many white horses. 
 
If you don’t know the proper way to do that, I will tell you later on in the article. We saw a 
humungous power switching station and a very tall, large TV dish. Around Lake Cavanaugh, 
we turned off the heat, tuned into Click and Clack on NPR and enjoyed their banter. Real Fiat 
roads around  Lake Whatcom.  There was a place called the Scooter Store and there must 
have been 30 Harley Motorcycles there. Later we saw a sign for the Sky Valley Motorcycle 
Club Picnic at Lake Whatcom. 
 
We saw the biggest rock retaining wall we’ve ever seen at a huge house overlooking Lake 
Whatcom. Mike Wayte thinks he’s got an expensive wall! As we were winding along we saw a 
cute sign, with a picture, “Schnauser Crossing.”By the end of the trip, the sun was out and it 
began to get hot. It was a beautiful day for a drive. We ended it at the Fairhaven district of 
Bellingham, Jackie Baker’s old stompin’ grounds. We had lunch together at the Archer Ale 
House, which had a large selection of Northwest ales, about 1:40 p.m.  Did a little shopping 
after lunch and took the beautiful Chuckanut Drive to Mount Vernon and then jumped on I-5. 
 
What a great ride and thanks again to the Cripes for picking great roads. 
Dan & Sooz Rian 
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We’d like to sell the rest of the merchandise on hand.  Therefore, we have cut the prices on everything.  
Let us know what you are interested in by email: dsrian@verizon.net or phone: 425-483-9765, and we’ll 
arrange to get it to you either at the next monthly meeting or we’ll deliver COD.  Here is the list of what 
is available: 
 
Denim Shirts    1 medium    $18  
Red Fleece Coat  1 large   $14 
Green T-Shirt    1 large   $  8 
Red Lap Robes  20      $12 

FEN Merchandise Available… Limited Quantities 

Contact Information 

FEN    http://www.Fiatnorthwest.org 
President     Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 
Vice-President     Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary     Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership   Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor  Gregory Smith, 360-705-3193, gfs@scattercreek.com 
Please email Gregory with your Fiat stories, pictures, comments, questions or submissions to our 
newsletter at gfs@scattercreek.com  
 

Aug 26 
BSC Workparty at the Rians’ 
Dan Rian425-483-9765 
 
Sept 2 
Italian Concourso D’Elegance 
http://www.italianconcours.com 
or Gary Reed 
Sept  
Best Spider Challenge, Texas 
 
Sept 15-16 
Run To The Sea 
  
Sept 21 – 23 
Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club 
Bob  Gerttula  bgerttula@aol.com 

Sept 29 – 30 
Festa Italiana Seattle Center 
http://www.festaseattle.com  
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 
 
Sept 29 – 30 
Maryhill Hill Climb (SOV) 
http://www.sovren.org 
or Norm Smith: 206-459-2663 
 
Oct 27 
Chili Cook-off 
Bob and Marianne Gerttula 
 
Dec 2 
FEN Holiday Party 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 
or Mike Wayte: 206-932-7479 

 

May Newsetter 

May Newsletter 

2007 Calendar of  Events  

Coming next month: 
PNW Historics Review, BSC Challenger Lineup 

Mirafiori.com’s Oregon’07 Review, World Fiat News 
Plus 

Tech Questions, Your pics, letters and articles… 
Keep ‘em coming! 
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