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The meeting was brought to order 
by Mike at 7:30pm.  Mike spoke a 
bit about the board meeting that had 
been held in December.  He also 
expressed his interest in having a 
meeting in the near future of those 
who wanted to work on the car 
show. 
 
Bert Cripe expressed some ideas 
about the XXX Car Show to be 
held on April 29th.  He mentioned 
some of the preparations already in 
progress for fund raising activities 
to support the Spider Challenge.  
 
Bob Yetter gave the Treasurer's 
Report as Dan was not present.  
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Bob Yetter talked about alternating 
the meetings between Amante's and 
someplace in the North end.  Bob 
would make sure everyone would be 
informed of where the meeting would 
be each month if we decided to have 
meetings every other month in a 
different location. Several people 
seemed interested in his suggestions.  
 
by Diana Cripe 
  

 

The end of a great ralley 
deserves a celebration. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It has been a bit cool to drive Italian 
cars with the top down but the saving 
note is that the ski conditions are 
great.  The weather has been 
interesting to say the least.  We were 
without power for 6-1/2 days after the 
big blow and had lots of excitement 
with our driveway and the snow.  The 
hill in back is under plastic to make 
sure no more of it ends up against our 
retaining wall or in the back yard.  
The permit process is slow and 
cumbersome.  It’s kind of like the 
tunnel vs viaduct.  The city just keeps 
kicking the can down the road. 
 
We keep trying to hammer together a 
2007 event calendar.   We have some 
real full months and some skinny 
months.  This year Norm was able to 
line us up with Griot’s Garage.  They 
will give us pointers on how to make 
our cars look really good for the 
show scheduled for selecting the Best 
FEN Fiat on the 29th of April at XXX 
in Issaquah.  
 

Message From The President 

We have a great 

year ahead with 

lots of activities 

for everyone!  

  

Don’t forget to 

mark your calendar 

and come join in.  
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The first club event is the tune-up 
rally for the MG Car Club’s Tulip 
Rallye.  Since the Tulip Rallye send 
off times are determined by entry 
date you may want to go to their web 
site, download the entry form and get 
it to them soon.  Their website is 
http://www.mgccnwc.com/tulip.htm. 
 
We are still having a challenge 
developing programs for the monthly 
meetings.  If you have a suggestion 
forward it to any of the board 
members.  I think we have convinced 
Lisa (our Newsletter Editor) to tell us 
how to navigate eBay and become 
rich and irresponsible.  I am looking 
forward to the education.  Hope to 
see you at the next meeting:  7:30 on 
February 7th at Amante’s in 
Renton.  Come early and enjoy 
chatter and good food. 
 
Ciao, 
 

Mike 

 

Hello All:  
 
Good news- the MG car club has posted the info and registration 
form for the April 21st Tulip Rally. 
http://www.mgccnwc.com/tulip.htm  
 
Print out the form and send it in today!  If you decide to go up 
Friday night, like we do, a good place to stay is Cocusa Motel, 
370 W. Rio Vista, in Burlington, 360-757-6044.  It is close to I-5 
on SR-20 and very close to the mall.  Rates are good <$70 per 
night last year and it is clean.   
 
Bert Cripe  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Links, Photos & Funs Stuff  

Here's a link to the jackets we are looking at ordering 
as our next club jacket with our logo: 

  
http://www.weatherproofco.com/4075.html  
 
They now have red/black color combinations 
available too.  We will start with preorders soon. 
 

 
 

http://www.mirafiori.com/~thad/ 

 
 
http://www.answers.com/topic/fiat-124 
 
 
 
http://www.spiderplace.de/indexe.html 
 
 
http://www.motorbase.com/vehicle/by-id/846/ 
 
 

 
http://www.fiat124spider.it/foto.htm 
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What do you call it when an 
Italian has one arm shorter 
than the other?  
 
A speech impediment! 
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2007 Calendar of Events 
 

February 17    

Wine & Chocolate Tour on Whidbey 

March 17 

Car Detailing Lessons at Griot’s Garage in Fife 

April 1    

Spring Tune Up Ralley 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org or  
206-459-2663 

April 21    

Tulip Rallye, $12.00 registration per car, sign 
up early! 
http://www.mgccnwc.com/tulip.htm 

April 29 

FEN hosted car show at XXX Issaquah 

 

May 19 

Rhodi Drive on the Peninsula 

May 26-27 

Run to the Gorge 
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 
 
June 9 

Old Mill Days Poker Run 
http://www.oldmilldays.com/events.htm 

June 17 

Italian Car, Bicycle and Motorcycle show in 
Vancouver B.C. 
Trent Wagner: 206-280-3731 

June 29 – July 1 

Pacific NW Historics, Pacific Raceway, Kent 
http://www.sovren.org  
 Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 

July 16 

Club Picnic 
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Aug TBD 

Fairhaven Weekend Ralley 

Sept 2 

Italian Concourso 
http://www.italianconcours.com or Gary Reed 

Sept 15 

Wine Tour 
Rex & Carrie Rice  

Sept 21 – 23 

MG Wine Tour 

Sept 29 – 30 

Festa Italiana Seattle Center 
http://www.festaseattle.com  
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 
 
Sept 29 – 30 

Maryhill Hill Climb (SOV) 
http://www.sovren.org or Norm Smith:  
206-459-2663 

Oct 27 

Chili Cook-off 
Bob and Marianne Gerttula 

Dec 2 

FEN Holiday Party 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org or Mike Wayte: 
206-932-7479 

Undetermined 

Griot’s Garage tech session 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org or Norm Smith: 
206-459-2663 
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2006 Monthly Meeting Location 

Our club meeting location is at Amante’s in 
Renton.  It is 2 miles east of I-405 on 
Highway 900 (Sunset Highway) in Renton.  
Directions are located on the website.  
 
Come early for dinner… Meetings start at 
7:30pm. 

Prices Reduced  

F.E.N. Merchandise On Sale  

 

We’d like to sell the rest of the merchandise 
on hand.  Therefore, we have cut the prices on 
everything.  Let us know what you are 
interested in by email, dsrian@verizon.net or 
phone, 425-483-9765, and we’ll arrange to 
get it to you either at the next monthly 
meeting or we’ll deliver COD.  Here is the list 
of what is available: 
 
Denim Shirts    1 medium    $18  
Red Fleece Coat  1 large   $14 
Green T-Shirt    1 large   $  8 
Red Lap Robes  20      $12 
 
Thanks, 
 
Dan Rian, Treasurer/Membership Chair. 

 

FEN Merchandise Available 

Contact Information 

President     Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 
Vice-President     Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary     Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership   Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor  Lisa Greenwood, 425-269-3756, imlisuno@comcast.net 
 
Please email me with your Fiat story, pictures and any comments, questions or additions to our 
Newsletter at imlisuno@comcast.net.   
 

 

Lisa Greenwood 
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The Italian Car Club of the Southwest (ICCS), based in Texas, proposed that in September 
2007 four clubs (FIAT America, Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest, Fiat-Lancia Unlimited, and Fiats 
of So Cal) each designate a car as their 'Best 124 Spider' to be sent to Italian Car Fest (ICF) 
to compete for the title of National Champion. Several of us in FEN decided to accept the 
challenge because we felt, for one thing, that national exposure in significant auto 
magazines would be of great benefit to improving the public image of our cars and perhaps 
contribute to the respect we all know is missing from the Fiat mark. 
 
 

Our plan:  To accept this challenge, FEN must complete two actions:   
 
1. Choose a 124 Spider to be our representative for the Texas event, and  
2. Come up with the ways and means to get the car to and from Texas in a timely manner.  
 
To this end our first endeavor is to hold a car show that will serve as the vehicle to select 
our entry and raise some funds. The car show will be held at the Triple X Rootbeer Drive-
in, in Issaquah, on Sunday, April 29. The car show will be from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  
 
The 124 spider will be selected by popular vote submitted by those people in attendance, 
club members and general public willing to make the effort to judge the cars. The 
selection criteria will be up to each individual voter s whim. Thus no individuals in the club 
are responsible nor to blame for the outcome, special interest and politics can have no 
bearing. Please don t think that this show is only for spiders to be judged for the Texas 
challenge-we want as many Fiats and Lancias from the club to participate as possible.  
 
Another desired outcome of this show is to generate more interest in Fiat/Lancia ownership 
and club activities. We will invite other Italian car clubs and individuals to display their 
cars and ask them for a token donation ($10/$12.50) to do so. We will hold some sort of 
drawing for items we are in the process of acquiring at this time. More about this at the 
February 7th meeting. We will have flyers and posters to be distributed and posted at 
various locations as we determine the best sites to do so. This will require several 
volunteers, some have already spoken up! This is why I have asked for the names of repair 
shops and parts stores that support you in keeping your Fiat operational. We need to know 
specific businesses that actually try to help you with your car. Most chain stores do not 
want to do business with people like us, but some will be trying to get our business-we 
need to identify and support them! We will post some sort of acknowledgement, at the car 
show, of those businesses we find that do support people like us! 
 
We are compiling a list of Italian restaurants and markets in the hope of getting some sort 
of support, no matter how small (a gift certificate or bottle of olive oil?). We would like to 
put together a food gift basket or two. We are already in contact with some possible 
sponsors for other types of items to offer for a drawing, e.g. a two night stay in a vacation 
home on Anderson Island is being negotiated. We need all members to think along these 
lines and let us know if you have any appropriate contacts or resources. We are compiling a 
list of media outlets and similar places to advertise the car show. After the car show work 

Best Spider Challenge 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

has ended we will move on to a yard/garage sale. Planning discussions have been held on 
this subject already. We will be asking for donations to support this endeavor a little 
later.  
 
Another possible fund raising activity may be to sell donated items on eBay. This would be 
for items of more value than would be appropriate for use as drawing prizes. Perhaps you 
have a piece of art or craft work you no longer want-if it is in good condition and of more 
than yard sale value eBay may be the way to go! If you want to know more about this 
project please come to the February 7th meeting and participate. The more involved you 
become, the more enjoyment you will receive in return!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest… All Italian Fun Car Show 
 

 
What:  An informal all Italian fun car show.  All makes and models of Italian automobiles 
are welcome to participate in this informal, fun event.  Whether your car is a daily driver 
or show ready we invite you to display it. A certificate of participation will be given to 
each automobile participating in this show. A portion of the proceeds benefits the Life 
Enrichment Options charity organization. Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest will be selecting a 
124 Spider as its entry in the National Spider Contest to be held this September in Texas. 
A portion of the proceeds will be used to support our effort to enter this national 
competition.  
 
When:  Sunday, 29 April 2007.  Registration begins at 9: 00 a.m.  Show runs from 11:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  
 
Where:  Triple X Rootbeer Drive-in, 98 NE Gilman Blvd., Issaquah, Washington, located 
just off I-90 at exit 17 http://www.triplexrootbeer.com/  
 
Cost:  Advanced registration $10.00, $12.50 at the door.   
 
Door Prizes:  Drawings for door prizes will be held. Tickets will be priced at $1.00 each/6 
for $5.00. Information: http://www.fiatnorthwest.org  
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Sofia’s Big Weekend by Norm Smith 
 
  Friday morning just before Labor Day weekend, Sofia and I left for Portland so that I could tech 
cars for SOVREN's Columbia River Classic races.  The trip down was uneventful and we made very good 
time and almost 30 mpg.  Checked in at the gate, got the paperwork needed and headed into the paddock 
area where the race cars and the other techies were located.  Teching went smoothly and between the five 
of us, we finished 85 to 100 cars between noon and six PM, out of a total of 187 race cars. 
 
 That evening after we were finished teching cars, my partner in crime (Co-Chief of Tech) Jim 
Kuhlman and I joined the Poverty Row crew for a few brews.  Poverty row races English cars and 
consists of our own Robin Bee (Triumph TR-3), Ken Botini (MGB and president of SOVREN), Paul 
Burkhardt (MGB) and their lovely wives.  While we were there Ken Botinis' daughter and family showed 
up for a surprise visit to Ken to wish him a happy birthday.  They had driven all the way from Danville, 
California that day. 
 
 After the racing was done for the day and the track was cleared for the drag racers, Sofia and I 
headed for the 50’s style party that was held at an old Signal service station ( It is now a National historic 
landmark).  The party had free beer and wine, ice cream and food.  Sofia and I left just as they were 
begining the 50’s style fashion show.  We had a long drive ahead of us to get back to Seattle so that we 
could go to the Concorso Italiano. 
 
 Just South of Kelso-Longview Sofia started to make bad sounding noises like she had blown out 
an exhaust manifold gasket.  Not having a flashlight in the car I continued on until I found enough light to 
see into the engine compartment.  I didn't see anything amiss above the heat shield that Ray Mortenson 
put in to protect the air cleaner, we continued on our way with Sofia Noisy but healthy sounding.  We 
arrived home about 11 pm. 
 
 Sunday morning arrived bright and clear, a beautiful day for a Concorso.  Climbed down into 
Sofia and was shocked by the noise I had forgotten about.  Running late we went over to the local car 
wash where Sofia got a quick scrubbing and off to the Concorso, noise and all.  While at the car wash I 
popped the hood to see if I could see anything.  Sure enough I found the problem in the form of a plug 
that had worked out of the cylinder head where the air injection pipes fed directly into the combustion 
chamber.  The plug was sitting in the recess for the number two spark plug.  Finding that the engine was 
too hot to touch I washed Sofia and went to the Concorso.  Arriving at the Concorso, we were directed to 
our parking spot with the other FIATs.  Good friend Al Lancaster brought me the goody bag and the 
windshield sign.  I then conned him into cleaning the inside of Sofias back window. 
 
 In the meantime David Moise showed up and parked next to me.  He saw that I had the hood up 
and I was trying to get the plug out from under the air intake pipe and pitched in to help me.  Help me!  
Hell he took over the repair while I fielded questions from two gentlemen that had just walked up and 
started talking to me.  In the meantime, Al is in the back seat of Sofia cleaning windows and honking the 
horn because the head rest is just at the right place for that.  Just as the two gentlemen left, Al came 
climbing out of the back seat and asked me if I knew who they were.  I told him no, and he told me Sofia 
had just been judged.  Needless my reaction and language wasn't very nice.  At this point, I had given up 
of ever seeing another trophy for Sofia as she is now getting a little tatty around the edges.  The help I 
received from Al and David is very much appreciated.  Thank you, guys.  I do not think two nicer people 
walk the face of the earth. 
 
 At the awards ceremony, I had the FIAT winners picked and settled in my mind.  I had Gary Reed 
for first, Bob Yetter for second and Dan and Sooz Rian for third.  I am very happy to say "Boy, was I 
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wrong".  Congratulations Dan and Sooz for your first place, and Gary for your third both in FIAT and 
Ferrari(another FIAT product).  Sofia and I are happy with our second place. 
 
 Monday morning, Labor Day.  Up at five-thirty AM and on the road by six.  Back to Portland 
we go.  Sofia is running very good and much quieter now.  She seems happy to be on the road.  This is 
the last day of the Columbia River Classic and hopefully a quiet day.  We made very good time and 
arrived at 8:45 while the drivers meeting was still going on.  Parked Sofia so she could watch the races 
and grabbed my radio and golf cart to get around in.  The reason I went back to Portland was that the 
races were scheduled to run until 4:00 and Jim was going to leave at noon because of the traffic and he 
was pulling a trailer (25 foot 1965 Airstream in beautiful condition). 
 
 In my wandering around the paddock area I spied another 124 coupe like mine only in 'arrest 
me red'.  At first blush she made Sofia look like an old maid school marm next to Miss America.  
Beautiful red paint tan cloth interior European spec engine (twin carbs).  Closer examination revealed 
that the cloth interior was slip covers and the engine room was a little dirty and no air cleaner.  
Meeoww!!  I know that was a little catty.   
 
Just prior to the lunch break a Ford model T speedster arrived and I had to hunt it down and talk to the 
owners.  Robin and Cindy.   A brief description of the speedster follows.  Frame is from a 1924 model 
T truck so the speedster is titled as a 1924.  The engine is Model T with a Frontenac cylinder head 
made by the Chevrolet brothers after they sold their interest in Chevrolet to GM.  The body is Model T 
back to the firewall and the cowling is made to look like an early MG.  From the cowl back the body is 
wood and canvas tapering to a boat tail like the old Auburns.  Paint is red and the seats are tan vinyl 
over horsehair and springs. 
 
 Anyhoo, the speedster and others were to be the lunch time entertainment.  One problem, no 
one else showed up.  Cindy decided that she was not up to riding with Robin at speed and Robin 
offered me her seat.  No hesitation on my part and the only problem I had getting in was getting my 
feet over the side of the car.  Solved that problem by driving the golf cart right up to the side of the 
speedster so I could use the cart as a stepping stool.  Once in the car and seated, it was quite roomy.  
Robin then drove the speedster over to the pre-grid area where we expected a long wait.  We were told 
to go now as the race was running a little behind time.  We took three hot laps and as we crossed the 
start finish line Robin would call out the indicated speed on the speedometer, 97, 98 and 96!  Not bad 
for a 1924 Model T. 
 
 This ride fulfilled a lifelong dream for me as my father used to regale my brother and I with 
stories of his racing days in the late twenties and 1930.  Racing stopped for him when he married my 
mother in November of 1930 and I came along in November of 1931.  The trip home from Portland 
was actully anti-climatic.  Traffic moved along at the limit for the most part and we were home by six 
PM. 
  
   
 
  
  
 

Thanks Norm for 
sharing your story! 


