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Meeting Minutes for Nov. 1st as there 
was no meeting or newsletter in 
December. 
 
Our esteemed president brought the 
meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  We had 
2 new faces:  Doug and Brent who 
have a 1980 Fiat Spider that is black 
and tan.  Hope to see more of the two 
of them.  
 
Dan gave the Treasurese report and 
the club is slovent.  
 
David moved that all officers keep 
their present positions for 2007 then 
the positions will all be up for 
consideration by other members for 
2008.  
 
David had some good ideas for 
programs for meetings and asked for 
others to come up with some ideas.  
Mike asked that if anyone has any 
comments or questions they talk to a 
board member so the board member 
could bring it up at an upcoming 
board meeting. 
  
Bob Yetter talked about Veloce 
Today website and the wrap up of the 
Lancia Route 66 drive and the great 
write-ups and photos of the Texas 
Competition.  
 
We had a raffle this month and the 
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winners were:  David who won a Fiat 
seatbelt shoulder pad; Diana won 
TWO key chains. One with a Fiat 
Symbol and one with a little 
Lamborgini; Don won an Italian logo 
shopping bag from Festa Italiano and 
so did Norm. Norm traded his bag for 
a 1 year subscription to Hemmings 
Sports and Exotic Cars that Greg 
won. What a great trade!!  
 
There was NO meeting in December 
as we are having the Christmas Party 
on the 3rd.  Hope to see all of you 
there and at the first meeting of the 
new year on Jan. 3.  
 
Seasons Greetings!  
 

 

Our gracious host 
at this years 

annual holiday 
party on Dec 3rd. 

The sunset view from 
Mike & Jackie’s house 
at the holiday party. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Holidays! We were able to see many of you at the 
Christmas pot-luck party being hosted at Jackie and my place 
on December 3rd… what a great party it was. 
 
November was a slow month this year with the only activity 
we had as a club was the November meeting elections for 
officers. 
  
We do need to get a few more activities scheduled for 2006 
as well as ideas to liven up the club.  This coming year plans 
on being fun filled and packed with lot’s of club activities… 
 

Ciao 
 

Mike 
 

Message From The President 

 This car and its owner have 
been to the Mirafiori Oregon 
event a few times. The owner is 
a great guy and the car 
conversion was well done. Bert 
Cripe  

 
http://www.austinev.org/ev
album/206 
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A cute little Fiat 500 
and a VW on their 
way to a new life… 

Great Links, Photos & Funs Stuff  

1956 Fiat 600 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2006 Holiday Party 
 

The 2006 Holiday party was similar in many 
respects to parties of the past: lots of good 
food, lots of laughs and a good time. 
 
We learned that there are people out there who 
read the FEN Website as Tom and Carol 
O’Conner, who recently bought a 1981 Fiat, 
called and asked if they could attend.  They 
were a lively addition to the group.  In all, 
about 23 adults and two special little girls 
(Hazel and Ella) attended. 
 
Every one was wondering about the 
whereabouts of the hostess, Jackie.  Seems that 
even with the holidays, business comes first.  
Jackie had left Saturday morning for Ankara, 
Turkey.  So Mike tried to be both host and 
hostess.  Everybody helped out so things 
progressed smoothly. 
 

Recent Events 
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There was enough food for many more people and Mike was 
given the leftovers and will be eating like a king for at least a 
week. 
 
As usual, the ornament exchange provided lots of laughs.  There 
are some very clever and talented people who can turn toys and 
trinkets into delightful ornaments.  Some swapping took place but 
by the end of the exchange all were happy with their ornament. 
 
Mike had asked Gary Reed to bring along a jacket sample for the 
group to see.  The consensus was that it is time to look at new 
jackets and the one he brought was a good candidate.  We will 
have another look at one of the meetings. 
 
There was also discussion of the “Best Spider Challenge” contest 
that will be held in Texas.  Bert Cripe had talked to the XXX 
folks in Issaquah and lined up our local competition date of April 
29th for our car show to select the vehicle to compete in Texas.  
Lots of discussion and lots of planning and work are left to do 
(and money to raise).  More to follow.  
 
Everybody helped with cleanup so they all left with a clear 
conscience. Mike’s main job was putting away the leftovers and 
the clean dishes when they came out of the dishwasher. 
 
Happy Holidays! Hope everybody made it home OK. 
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BOARD MEETING NOTES 
 

The board met on November 8 at Mike and Jackie’s place to layout 2007 events and discuss other topics 
of interest. Mike had also invited Bob and Marianne Gerttula to participate because they are involved in 
another “sports car” club (MGNWCC) and had some thoughts on increasing participation, membership 
and interest in our club. 
 
Mike offered the following agenda: 
 

1. 2007 Calendar 
2. Thoughts on a Rally Master 
3. How to increase membership and participation 
4. Thoughts on tech sessions 
5. Anyone looking for a replacement 
6. Are we happy with Amante’s 
7. Should we send out stand-alone flyers for upcoming events? 
8. New club jackets 

 
1.  The suggestions included several of the events on our list every year in addition to several 
suggestions by board members.  The list is included below.  One of the consequences of developing this 
list was that we didn’t address programs for meetings.  Obviously another board meeting is required. 
 

     EVENT FOCAL POINT 

3 Day Covered Bridges Bert Cripe (?) 

Architecture Tour in Tacoma Bert Cripe 

Chili Cook off   

Concourse d’Elegance Dan Rian 

Harrison Hot Springs Bob Yetter 

ICBM Trent Wagner 

Kinetic Sculpture   

Mt Washington Rex and Carrie 

Run to the Gorge   

Run to the Sea   

Seattle Center   

Sept Wine Tour in Yakima   

Texas Challenge   

Texas Challenge Run Up   

Tulip Rally Dan Rian 

Tune-up Rally Norm Smith 

Wines of the North Olympic Tour(s) Rex and Carrie 

Yakima Drive Bob Yetter/Bert Cripe 

 
 

2. Norm Smith has been the Rally Master as long as anyone remembers.  He has agreed to do the 
Tune-up Rally in 2007 but has begged off doing others.  Bert Cripe and Bob Yetter have 
organized some great drives the past couple of years.  The “gimmick” rallys that Norm has 
constructed over the years take days to put together. Finding items that stimulate gag questions 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and answers, and retracing the route numerous times to ensure consistency also requires a lot of 
driving which requires a lot of time (and gasoline). 

 
3. We have seen membership slowly decrease over the years.  We all had stories of other clubs with 

membership problems.  We asked Bob and Marianne to take the lead with some thoughts they had 
as a result of their participation in the MG Club.   

 
 

• Bob’s action package included getting every current member to be a recruiter. When you 
see someone on the street with a Fiat, talk up the club.  He distributed “Ten Reasons you 
should join” as an example of a campaign.  We should develop a FEN Membership 
package to give to all new members to help orient them to the club and the web site.  The 
board, as a minimum should have cards (we use small flyers to put under the wiper blades 
to inform Fiat drivers about the club).  Bob’s Action Plan also included having each 
member host an event and inviting each person to speak up at the meeting and share their 
experiences with their Fiat and club experiences.  Make sure name tags are distributed to 
all.  Promote wife/husband/squeeze attendance at the meetings.  Arrange tables in a “U” to 
get more people closer together, and finally have the VP greet new folks and seat them 
with the people at the head table.  Lots of good ideas that we hope to incorporate. 

 
4. Tech sessions are a popular item.  The problem is they usually require a large garage and a topic 

that can be handled by several folks.  Our last session was installing a top.  It took several hours.  
Ray Mortensen suggested at one of the meetings that it actually took 3 days to do it properly 
because sealant had to dry.  Need some more thought. 

 
 

5. Seems like it has been years since we have had a new board member who was elected in a 
contested election.  Mike recalled running for treasurer against Dan about 5 years ago.  Diana was 
recently elected to secretary to replace the retiring Philip Kent.  Several officers suggested they are 
doing their last year.  We don’t want to die of old age in office.  Something for the membership to 
think about. 

 
6. Attendance at meetings seems to be off some since we moved to Renton.  Part of the problem is 

the trip.  It was recently reported in the news that the Bellevue to Renton evening commute was 
the worst in the Puget Sound area.  Finding the “perfect” place is not easy.  The last place, 
Romio’s, had a great meeting room and was easier to get to than the current location.  The 
problem was parking.  Mike got a ticket because he was parked in a McDonald’s space.  $25.00.  
Amante’s has good parking but the drive is a bummer.  Anybody have any good suggestions? 

 
 
7. The idea of sending out fliers of upcoming events seemed to strike a good note.  Sometimes events 

get buried in the newsletter and overlooked.  We will try it and see if participation improves. 
 
8. Gary Reed is selling some great looking and not very expensive jackets to other clubs and schools.  

We have asked him to bring a sample to the Holiday Party. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
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2006 Monthly Meeting Location 

Our club meeting location is at Amante’s in 
Renton.  It is 2 miles east of I-405 on 
Highway 900 (Sunset Highway) in Renton.  
Directions are located on the website.  
 
Come early for dinner… Meetings start at 
7:30pm. 

Give Dan a call at 425-483-9765 or email at 
dsrian@verizon.net if you want to preorder 
any merchandise and I will hold it for you or 
deliver at the next monthly meeting.  Here’s 
the list: 
 
Denim Shirts  1 small, 1 medium 
$16 each 
 
Red fleece jackets 3 large   
$16 each 

 
Grey polo shirt 1 large   
$12 each 
 
Regular t-shirt, green 1 large   
$8 each 

 
Red blankets  20 (great lap robes) 
$15 each 

 

FEN Merchandise Available 

Contact Information 

President     Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 
Vice-President     Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary     Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership   Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor  Lisa Greenwood, 425-269-3756, imlisuno@comcast.net 
 
Please email me with your Fiat story, pictures and any comments, questions or additions to our 
Newsletter at imlisuno@comcast.net.   
 

 

Happy Driving… 
Lisa 


