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The meeting was called to order 
promptly by President Mike Wayte. 
 
Announcements:  We discussed the 
club winners for the Italian 
Concourso, and the great turnout of 
cars in our club. 
 
Correspondence:  Fiat America and 
Spokane newsletters have been 
received.  Bob Yetter talked to Sue 
Ware and the Spokane club has 
another function and sadly, will not 
be joining us in Yakima. 
 
Dan gave his monthly treasurer’s 
report.  The club is solvent.  There 
are 34 paid 2006 members and 17 
from 2005 that didn’t renew. 
 
David announced that Matt Burch 
will be coming up soon for a fishing 
trip.  We are shocked and saddened to 
hear of his illness. 
 
Old Business:  Yakima - It was 
reported that so far, only 3 people 
have booked rooms for Yakima. The 
White River fire may affect our route 
over, but we’ll check before we 
leave. It is approximately 140 miles. 
 
Texas challenge:  Dan reported that 
the committee had action items to 
take care of and he reported that he 
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checked on having our final car show 
for the National Competition at the 
Edmonds Senior Center because it is 
such a good venue. Dan also checked 
on the cost to haul a car to Texas and 
we were correct in our estimate, more 
information to follow. 
 
Festa at Seattle Center:  Dan 
expressed hope that we have more 
than the 4 cars we had from our club 
last year. There is so much going on 
at the center during the Festa, it is a 
lot of fun.  If you plan to attend, 
please contact Dan Rian 425-483-
9765. The Center needs a list of the 
vehicles that are showing due to the 
increased security. There were 5 
people at the meeting that said they 
are going to attend. 
 
There was no guest speaker this 
month. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
  
Sooz Rian  

 

Great Times with   

Great Cars & Friends… 

• Italian Concourso 

d’Elegance 

 

• Run To The Sea 

 

• Festa Italiana 

 

• Maryhill Hill Climb 

 

• XXX Rallye 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“If you could 

describe the last 

rallye you 

attended, what 

would you say?” 

Please send me 

your stories to 

share.  Lisa 

Turning the calendar page to October 
reminds us that top down days are 
almost over for several months.   
September provided lots of perfect 
top down weather including the 
weekend of September 16 & 17 for a 
couple of FEN members who 
participated in the Run to the Sea and 
the weekend of September 23 & 24 
for the Festa Italiana Seattle Center. 
 
Although the Run to the Sea was 
about half of last year’s turnout, there 
was a lot of fun by all.  This event 
shows that an overnight drive can be 
a well-attended, fun function.   
 
Our October calendar includes a 
Soveren event, the Maryhill Hill 
Climb the weekend of October 1 and 
the weekend drive to Yakima on 
October 7 & 8.  This is a great 
opportunity to see fall colors and 
sample some of the Eastern 
Washington wines.  I encourage you 
to come along for a good time. 
   
As I look over what was in my notes 
from last year, I see where a change 
in meeting location was a hot topic.  
We have found the parking and food 
at Amante’s to be very good, but 

Message From The President 

The featured speaker for the October 
4th meeting is Ray Mortensen, Fiat 
repair and rebuilder for many years. 
 
 Ray has made his life around Fiats 
and will share his many years of 
experience with us.  The topic will 
be how to store your Fiat so it will be 

Guest Speaker At Our Next Meeting 

Some of the  

Italian Concourso 

d’Elegance 

Participants 

Forever Friend’s 
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participation a bit lean.  While I am 
not advocating a change in location, I 
think it is appropriate to find out if 
there are folks who would be more 
inclined to attend meetings if there 
were less traffic to fight.  I would be 
interested in hearing any input on the 
subject. 
 
Are you only a fair weather Fiat 
driver and are wondering how to 
store your chariot in the mode that 
will make it roar to life in the spring?   
Then come hear our guest speaker at 
the next meeting on Wednesday, 
October 4th at Amante’s in Renton. 
 
Elections are coming up also.   
Anyone interested in an office or 
changing things up a bit?  Put your 
name in the hopper and step up to the 
plate. 
 
In the mean time, see you at 
Amante’s on October 4th.  Come 
early for dinner and conversation.   
 
Ciao 
 
Mike Wayte 

raring to go in 2007. 
 
Come join us and learn some of the 
tricks that will make next year a 
more enjoyable experience when 
you first turn the key to engage the 
starter of your fine Italian Motor 
Car. 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

XXX Rallye in 

Issaquah 

Great Links, Photos & Funs Stuff  

The 24 Hours of Lemons: 
http://www.24hoursoflemons.com/in
dex.html  
  

This is a film brief of the Claude 
Lelouch film "Rendezvous" (the 
dawn run through Paris in the Ferrari)  
Lelouch himself drives the route in 
the daytime in a Mercedes 6.9, 
explaining along the way the actual 
filming.  
http://www.jalopnik.com/search/lelou
ch/bydate  
Look towards the bottom of the site 
and there's a link which you can 
follow that shows the scene in the 
movie and you can follow along 
using Google maps. It's very cool. 
 
10th annual California 
http://www.californiamille.com/  
This is a two day affair covering 
~500 miles on backroads of Northern 
California and is open to cars that are 
at least 30 years old (I believe that is 
the age.) The photos show the 
appealing backroads and wide variety 
of cars that participate in the event. 
Actually there are several events 
similar to this in Northern California: 
Alpine 500: 
http://www.alpine500.com/ Barf 500: 
http://barf.mirafiori.com/barf500.html 
Double 500: 
http://www.californiamille.com/amici
double50006.html Iron Butt: 
http://carnight.org/_wsn/page2.html 
Pedal Pusher rally: 
http://www.thepedalpushers.com 
http://fulviacam.phanfare.com/album/
40699  
Anyone interested in putting 
something like this together around 
here for next year? I am thinking 
about a three day tour of covered 
bridges in Oregon for a start. Most, if 
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not all, of the route on two lane 
roads!  
 
We Fiat owners take a lot of kidding, 
but at least we have the Yugo owners 
to kick around: http://www.web-
cars.com/humor/yugojava.html  
 
Concours photos 
http://sickchilly.com/gallery2/v/icar-
events/concours06/  
 

Someone's pics from I-fest: 
http://community.webshots.com/user/
whitnah100  
 

ICF 2006 Photos 

http://s20.photobucket.com/albums/b
228/wjhmh/ICF%202006/?start=all 
 

You Go Girl! 

Best Milkshakes  

in Town 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oct 7 – 8  (See Information Below) 

Yakima 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org or Bob Yetter: 206-782-2832 
 

Dec 3 
FEN holiday party 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org or Mike Wayte: 206-932-7479 
 

 

 

Yakima Weekend Trip  

October 7th & 8th 2006  
 
Departure time: 8:30 
Meeting place: Starbucks 333 Strander Blvd Tukwila 
 
We will be heading over SR-410 through Enumclaw and up over 
Chinook and Cayuse passes. Stop for lunch at Whistlin' Jack 
Lodge. Back roads from Naches to the hotel in Yakima after a very 
short stint of freeway driving on SR-12.  We should get to the 
hotel early enough to check in and then spend some time touring 
wineries, if you want.  
 
Dinner 7:30-ish at El Porton restuarant.  
Continental breakfast at the hotel on Sunday.  
 
Afterward, we will be driving through Selah and up the Yakima 
River canyon to Ellensburg. Then heading west on SR-10 through 
Cle Elum before we ever set foot on a freeway for the trip home. 
 
We can decide what time departure will be once we are over there 
in case anyone wants to tour some more wineries. Should be fun. If 
you haven't made reservations yet, it's not too late. At last check, 
there were still rooms available in the area. 
 
Information and questions:  
 
Bert Cripe (360) 731-8758 fiats@wavecable.com  
Bob Yetter (206) 782-2832 rlyetter@seanet.com  
 
 
 
. 
 

2006 Calendar of Events 

A great Weekend 

will be had by all… 

 

Don’t miss out on 

this great Yakima 

trip…. It’s not too 

late to get a hotel 

in the area. 
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The Run to the Sea Event is sponsored 
by the Jaguar Club.  It’s a laid back 
run – no gimics, no tricks, just lots of 
fun driving on back roads between 
Tacoma and Seaside, Oregon.  The 
idea is to score as close as possible a 
roll in time as the Rally Master did on 
his dry run to Seaside.  Obey all rules 
of the road, take your time – just 
subtract out those pit stops, lunch, 
shopping side excursions from your 
total time.  Closest time + mileage for 
tie breakers and that’s the rally.   
 
The Run started off a little rough for 
us.  Mike accidentally set the alarm 
for Oh-Dark-30 (0500), and the event 
didn’t require us to show up at the 
Tacoma Jaquar Dealership until 9a.m.  
I think he really gets excited about 
participating in these events.  I on the 
other hand, looked forward to the 
event but wanted as much shut eye as 
possible and awakened feeling a little 
cranky.   Then the Fiat keys went 
missing.  Being a creature of habit, I 
found the spare set right where they 
belong.   Mike grabbed our coffee, 
started the engine to back out of our 
steep driveway so that we could 
shuffle cars in the garage….. and 
whoops ….. coffee tumbler tumbles 
…… all over the dash / console of our 
clean little Tony.  Ouch.  After much 
!!!@@@$$%%((@*#*#*!! …… oh 
get over it…. We were off.  Top down 
from the get go!  Woosies need not 
apply; it’s a ground rule in my house, 
even in days of inclement weather. 
Thankfully, Tony has a great little 
heater that burns my toes and tickles 
my nose. 
 
We met up in Fife and were a little 
disappointed at the turn out, 31 cars, 

Recent Events 

Michael sent in lot’s 

of great photos… 

 

Thanks Again!!! 
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less than half of last year’s turnout. 
We think the weather played a roll in 
the limited participation. Oh well.  We 
were in good company.  Dan and Sooz 
arrived shortly thereafter.  Our friends 
LeeRae & Bill also joined in the fun.  
LR purchased a Mercedes SLK 320 
convertible in June and loves to drive 
back roads. Bill drives a Jag but 
wasn’t about to steal LR’s thunder.  
We were happy to have good friends 
along for the ride. 
 
Our drive took us over the Tacoma 
Narrows.  Much progress has been 
made on the new bridge.  It is quite 
daunting to view the long, loose cables 
hanging loose midair. We had a little 
different route than last year but some 
roads were the same through the 
Shelton area. We skirted through 
Purdy and headed south through towns 
that I visit once in a blue moon if that, 
including Aberdeen, where New 
Homes were advertised for $45,000; 
can you imagine; what does that tell 
you about their economy?  We also 
passed through the small towns of 
Raymond, Illawaco and Shelton. The 
whole town of Raymond had garage 
sales going on. A real show stopper 
for local traffic. Unlucky for Sooz that 
they were tied up behind a wide load 
commercial fishing boat and Dan 
couldn’t pull over in time…he says. 
There was also the occasional historic 
site, i.e., a school that was established 
in 1912.  You have to stop and wonder 
what people’s lives are like in this 
area. 
 
We had a wonderful time and only got 
a little bit lost (missed a turn ever so 
briefly) once!   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have any  
additions, comments, 
suggestions or photos  
for the Newsletter, 

please email them to 
imlisuno@comcast.net 

Dan & Sooz 

 

  

 

 

 

Mike and I rolled into the Seaside Best Western greeted by the Rally 
Master  Arnie Taub & his assistants at about 4p.m..  Much to our chagrin, 
we were the first car in.  How could that be I asked?  Mike admitted to 
being a little bit of a lead foot on the 2nd half of the drive.  We did not stop 
for lunch because our Subway breakfast sandwich out of the starting 
blocks in Tacoma carried us through.  We were both surprised to say the 
least. 
 
Not too long afterwards, Dan and Sooz, then Bill and LR showed… 
preceded and followed by many cute Mini Coops and sexy Jags, as well as 
a few obscure Toyotas & a Chevy.  It was anyone’s guess as to who won, 
but no one really cared. 
 
At 7 p.m. our happy hour began with cocktails, new friends, and stories.  
Raffle tickets were sold.  Dan and Sooz were top winners.  No surprise 
there!  They won a $190 car detail gift certificate, amongst many other 
prizes.  Bill won a Jag key chain.  Mike & Jackie won a small tool kit box 
& a gift certificate to a restaurant in Redmond.  Everyone was a winner.  
This was a really fun event. 
 
LR and Bill took 14th place, followed by Dan & Sooz in 17th place and 
Mike and I finished 18th!  All in the upper 50th percentile…. Not so bad.  
 
The Rian’s ran into some old friends, Mark and Meredith, and also made 
many new friends. They stayed an extra day to see more of Seaside this 
time. It is such a quaint seacoast town, connected with bridges. The 
narrow streets in town make walking among the shops fun.  The Rian’s 
spent all three days with the top down including a trip down to Tillamook 
and Cannon Beach on Sunday. Sunday night Dan & Sooz had dinner with 
the remaining participants and the rally master. It was a great time to learn 
more about the lives of the Jaguar crowd.  
 
We met a few new folks and reconnected with a few folks from the past at 
this event.  It was disappointing to us that more folks from FEN were not 
able to participate.  Oh well, everyone is busy with their own lives.   It 
reminds me of something Francie – a friend and co worker of Mike’s from 
long ago, once said “You know, it takes work to have fun”.  Well, she was 
right.  We all should work harder to have fun together and support these 
rally events.  
 
Hope to see lots of old & new faces at our final fall rally to Yakima on 
October 7th & 8th. 
 
   
 

Mike & Jackie 
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2006 Monthly Meeting Location 

Our club meeting location is at Amante’s in 
Renton.  It is 2 miles east of I-405 on 
Highway 900 (Sunset Highway) in Renton.  
Directions are located on the website.  
 
Come early for dinner… Meetings start at 
7:30pm. 

Give Dan a call at 425-483-9765 or email at 
dsrian@verizon.net if you want to preorder 
any merchandise and I will hold it for you or 
deliver at the next monthly meeting.  Here’s 
the list: 
 
Denim Shirts  1 small, 1 medium 
$16 each 

 
Red fleece jackets 3 large   
$16 each 
 
Grey polo shirt 1 large   
$12 each 

 
Regular t-shirt, green 1 large   
$8 each 
 
Red blankets  20 (great lap robes) 
$15 each 

 

FEN Merchandise Available 

Congratulations to Dan & Soos at the Italian Concourso d’Elegance! 
And all the other winners at the event… Great Going Everyone! 
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Dear Gropewhatever,  
 

I need advice about my Fiat 128 Wagon's Hood and Back Lift Gate shocks. Nobody seems to have any 
new ones and the used ones are probably no better than the ones that I have that don't work for squat. 
Right now I am using broom handles to keep the Hood and Back Gate Up when needed. Any suggestions 
of any interchangeable parts from other Automobiles, Trucks, or Water Vessels ?  

 

Mo Ronski... Potato Country  

 

Dear Mr. Ronski, Atsa notta boutta Fall. Next.  
 

 

Dear Mr. Seppe,  
 

I have a Fuel Injected Fiat Spider. My problem is that I keep replacing Ignition Parts and then new 
problems happen with my Electrical System. Got any pointers ?  

 

Russel Leaves... Some Indian Name that I cannot ever spell right, WA  

 

Dear Mr. Leaves,  
 
Iffa youssa notta installingo Magneti Marelli parts, youssa wastingo Gropeseppe's timio andda yorra 
timio.   Andda yorra notta boutta Fall inna yorra eMailio. Next.  
 

 

Dear Oilio Pit Pig,  
 

That's right. You are a P.I.G. ! A filthy greasy nasty Oinker who only has one thing on his mind. Every 
other word that you write is about something unwholesome and, frankly, I think we all could do without 
your not so subtle references to your preferences and interest in the seedier aspects of humanity. Do you 
do house calls ? I have Cash.  
 

Mary D. Vorcee... Foot Tapping, BC  

 

Dear Ms. Vorcee, Imma confusedio. Andda yorra eMailios notta boutta Fall. Next.  

Twosa alls youssa Pacifico Northwesta Climatio Challengeda Fiat Ownersio (cuzza itta rainsio alotta inna 
yorra area),  
 

Itsa Fall. Atta meansa youssa gonna hassa summa seasonale consideraciones forra yorra Fiat Spiders. 
Sossa imma gonna keepa alla thissa monthas eMailios onna topica offa Fall. Atta meansa alla udder 
topicas notta boutta Fall issa gonna beesa ignoredio'd. Capiche ?  

 

Gonna showsa youssa summa wutta eMailios gotta tossedio intwosa Gropeseppe's dumpsterio.  

Gropeseppe… Our Fearless Oilio Pit Boy 
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Oh Gropeseppe !  
 
Really appreciate all of your hands-on advice. Thanks for all your Free Inspections and Service Calls 
these past couple of weeks. My Fiat runs always runs great so I understand why you never bothered to 
pop the hood - ever. But it was still so sweet of you to keep coming over and checking on things. Think I 
need my oil changed, again. Gosh, I never realized that a Fiat needs the Oil Changed every 50 miles or 
every 3 days - whichever comes first. Consider me an Eternal Repeat Customer. Hope you like the 
enclosed photos.  
 

Candy Galore... Ogleville, WA  

 

Bella Candy,  
 

Youssa Welcome. Grazzi forra yorra photographios. Donta worrio, imma gonna keepa yorra Fiat oilio'd 
uppa.  

 
 
Okaysio, atsa summa eMailios notta boutta Fall.  Onlio gotta twosa eMailios boutta Fall andda Fiat...  
 

 

Dear Maestro, 

  

It rains all the Time in my area in the Fall. Got any suggestions for Waterproofing my Fiat Spider ?  

Bob Vious... Drenched in WA until next Summer  
 

Dear Bob,  
 

Iffa youssa keepa yorra Fiat Spiderio inna yorra Garage whenna itta rainsio, atsa Waterproofingio yorra 
Spiderio. Besta the Lucky iffa youssa hasta drivio yorra Spiderio inna rainio iffa youssa gotta anysa 
problemios witha yorra Convertibilisimo Toppa orra Frame. Makesa certainio atta youssa gotta tightio 
sealsa alla alongsa yorra Toppa Frame andda alla yorra Toppa Mouldingios issa Freshio andda gotta nossa 
crackios orra deformios. Itsa gooda thingio twosa hassa besta qualatio Toppa onna yorra Spiderio alsossa 
cuzza cheepio Toppas issa gonna leakio rainsio onna youssa iffa youssa drivio inna rainsio.  

 
 

Dear Gropeseppe,  
All year long I look forward to Autumn Drives in the Countryside. Getting away from it all on a Blustery 
Fall Afternoon whipping my Fiat around all the twists and turns on back roads enjoying all the colors, 
sights, sounds, and sensation of the Season. Sigh. What is your favorite season of the year and Why ?  

 

Hedo Nist... Loft in Downtown Seattle, WA  

 

Okaysio, Hedo, nuffa outta youssa. Soundsa lika youssa livesa inna Newsa Englandio. Butta cuzza youssa 
askedio, Gropeseppe favoritio seasonsa Valentinios Daysa. Whysa ? Cuzza Gropeseppe lika alla themma 
littlio pinka andda redio heartsa witha Cupidio flutteringio arounda inna bushesio whenna twosa heartsa 
beata lika uno. Sniffa. Sweeta Amore. 
 



 

From: 

TO: 
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Contact Information 

President     Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 
Vice-President     Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary     Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership   Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor  Lisa Greenwood, 425-269-3756, imlisuno@comcast.net 
 
Please email me with your Fiat story, pictures and any comments, questions or additions to our 
Newsletter at imlisuno@comcast.net.   
 

 

Lisa Greenwood 

Have a great drive with your top down! 


