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July Newsletter 

July 1, 2005 Volume 14, Number 7 

Message from 

the President: 

The calendar says 
summer has 
arrived and the 
sun has 
cooperated at 
times.  When you 
are at a static car 
display such as 
the Greenwood 
Classic Car Show, 
however, clouds 
are welcome. See 
Bob Yetter’s 
report on 
attendees and 
weather.  Looking 
forward, there is 
the SOVERN 
Historics on July 
2. Dan has 20 
tickets, most of 
which are spoken 
for so we are 
looking to a good 
showing. 
 
Dan and Sooz 
made it to the 
“PigOut” hosted 
by Biringer Farms 
on June 18 & 19, 
Look for their note 
inside.  
 
I had hoped to 
make the Italian 
Car, Bike and 
Motorcycle event 
in Vancouver B.C. 

June Meeting Minutes 
 
The June meeting minutes have gone M.I.A. It’s been so long and so much 
has happened since then, that not even I can think of anything to put here! 
 
-Trent 
 

Greenwood Car Show Report 
 
The Greenwood Classic Car and Rod Show drew an estimated 20,000 
spectators from all over Seattle on June 25th.  The city's biggest showcase 
of cars from across the Northwest had almost 500 cars lining Greenwood 
Avenue from North 73rd to North 90th.  And right in front of Romio's, our 
meeting place.  They were joined by bands, food and car-related vendors 
and crafts booths. The antiques always generate the most oohs and ahs.  
But, hot rods, roadsters, muscle cars and even some "hoping" low-riders 
were at the show as well. 
 
The day started out overcast and gloomy and rain was threatening as had 
been forecast almost all week.  But, in the early afternoon, the sun broke 
out and the crowds showed up in great numbers.  It actually almost got too 
warm. 
 
Club attendance had increased by 50% over 2004.  We had six cars this 
year.  Bob Yetter, Rex Rice and Mike Wayte, all attendees last year, were 
joined this time by Gary Reed, Dan Rian and Hugh Thomas.  Several 
people came up to us to ask questions about where to get parts, where to 
take their cars to get them worked on, etc.  We had an opportunity to recruit 
several new victims for the club. 
 
FEN's efforts to represent Italy were aided this year by the Alfa club who 
showed up with a couple race-prepped GTVs and Giulia Sprint GTs. Very 
nice.  They were no doubt getting ready for the Historics the following 
weekend or perhaps their National Potlatch in July.   However, there was 
not a single Ferrari, Lambo, or Maserati to be found.  Not even the pretty 
'71 Pantera that was there last year.  Disappointing… 
 
There was a flock of very nice Austin-Healys and a dozen or so Mini-
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on 19 June but 
went for a 70 mile 
bike ride on the 
18th and don’t 
remember much 
of the next day. 
 
Be aware of the 
annual wrinkle to 
our meeting 
schedule: No July 
meeting. Looking 
to August, make 
sure to mark your 
calendar for 
August 6 for the 
Whidbey Island 
bash.  This event 
holds promise of 
gymkana, poker 
runs, barbeque 
and lots of fun on 
Whidbey. Details 
inside. 
Additionally, Gary 
Reed is trying to 
line up Bruce 
Carroll, president 
of Italian 
Concours d' 
Elegance to say 
some words on 
the event which is 
coming up Sept 
4th at Lake Union.  
Summer has 
arrived! 
 
See you at 
Romio’s on 
Wednesday, 
August 3 and 
Whidbey on 
August 6. 
 

Ciao, 
Mike Wayte 
 
 

Coopers as the clubs representing both marques were in attendance.  But, 
The Triumph club was absent again this year.  Only a few Spitfires, Jaguars 
and MGs scattered throughout the show.  And that was about it from 
foreign sports-car enthusiasts.  The GTO club was present in force with 
their cars taking up an entire block!  Some beautiful 'Goats' in that group.  
However, I was very disappointed to find no mid-'60s T-birds; may favorite 
car of all. 
 
For some inexplicable reason, Rex did not bring his trombone.  He had to 
borrow Bob's horn so he could go jam with a Dixieland group playing up the 
street.  Rex was much better suited than Bob for jamming with a group like 
that, and Bob was perfectly happy to lend him his beloved King 3B.  
Although, I think the horn played some riffs it hadn’t heard for quite awhile.  
The clarinet player had a beautifully restored early '50s Jaguar.  Rex played 
with them for over 2 hours when he finally staggered back to the group, 
exhausted. 
 
All in all, it was a very pleasant day.  Next year we hope to have many more 
members' rides in the show.  Maybe we can eventually fill a whole block 
like the GTO club. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Yetter 
 
 

FEN Festa – Whidbey Island Bash 
 
Our FEN Festa Italiana is on August 6, 2005 at Whidbey Island, 8:30 a.m. 
until 6:00 p.m. (or later). 
 

A one-day event this year. 
Our Festa is open to anyone who loves, owns or appreciates Italian cars. 
Saturday morning we start bright and early by having a poker run that starts 
from the Kingston ferry. The run is a very beautiful drive on unfamiliar and 
scenic roads around Whidbey Island. After the lunch break, we will have a 
blind gymkhana on Robin and Margo’s property on Whidbey.  A blind 
Gymkhana is a wild lot of laughs. A track is cut into the tall grass in a large 
field. The driver is blindfolded and the navigator must tell the driver how to 
stay on course. Dinner is a barbecue at Alan Murray’s beautiful natural 
amphitheater on Whidbey Island We will have ribs and chicken plus all the 
trimmings. We will accept donations to help defray the cost. 
 
Please let Dan or Sooz Rian know if you plan to attend so we may plan 
enough food. 425-483-9765 or dsrian@msn.com. 
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Italian Concours d’Elegance 
Speaker for Aug 3 Meeting 

 

The 13th Annual Italian Concours d’Elegance is on this year from 11:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM on September 4. This show event has been held for years at 
Piers 62/63 on Alaska Way (which you may have heard the city has 
condemned (the Pier)). This year will find the event at South Lake Union 
Park.  Gary Reed has arranged for Bruce Carroll, president of Concours 
d’Elegance, to speak about the event at the new venue.  Hope to see a 
good turnout Wednesday night! 
 
Cost is $25.00 per car if you are with a club having 10 or more cars.  We 
have always had at least 10 cars in the show.  It’s a great opportunity to 
see some really impressive Italian cars up close. 
 
More info at: http://www.italianconcours.com 
 
 

Festa Italiana – Seattle Center 
 
October 1st and 2nd is the Festa Italiana at the Seattle Center. There are 
Italian product booths, food booths, Chef demonstrations, etc. You can 
check it out further on www.FestaSeattle.com.  There is no charge for us to 
display our cars in the area of the old flag plaza by the fountain. As David 
Moise says, “when else can you park in the middle of the Center?” You can 
show the car both days or on only one. They need a listing of the cars that 
are going to show for security reasons so let me know if you plan to attend. 
 
Dan Rian 425-483-9765 or email dsrian@msn.com. 
 
 

FEN Merchandise 
Prices reduced – fdF.E.N. Merchandise On Sale 

 
We’d like to sell the rest of the merchandise we have on hand. Therefore, 
Dan has cut the price on everything again. Let us know what you’re 
interested in by email (dsrian@msn.com) or phone (425-483-9765) and 
we’ll arrange to get it to you either at a meeting, or we’ll deliver COD. 
 
Here’s the list of what’s left: 
Denim shirts    1 small, 3 medium   $20 each 
Red Fleece    4 large   $20 each 
Wind shirts    1 large only   $20 
Grey Polo shirt, with 3 buttons 1 large   $12 
Baseball Hats   5 left    $10 each 
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Regular T-shirts: 
 White    1 large   $8 
 Green    1 med, 2 large  $8 each 
Red Lap Robes (blankets)  24    $15 each 
 
Thanks Dan Rian, Treasurer 
 
 

FEN 2005 Calendar 
Some dates subject to change. Check the web calendar for the most up-to-
date schedule: http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 
 

Date Event Information 

July 27 – 31 Alfa National Convention – 
Bellevue, WA 

www.nwalfaclub.com or  
www.alfapotlatch.com 

 

Aug 6 FEN Whidbey Island Bash www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 

Aug. 20 Port Orchard Ralley www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Norm Smith: 206-459-2663 
or Bert Cripe: 360-895-8213 

 

Sept. 17 Surprise Ralley www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Norm Smith: 206-459-2663 

 

Oct. 1 – 2 Festa Italiana, Seattle 
Center 

www.festaseattle.com or Dan 
Rian: 425-483-9765 

Oct. 8 – 9 Maryhill Hill Climb (SOV) www.sovren.org or Norm 
Smith: 206-459-2663 

 

Nov. ? Griot’s Garage tech 
session 

www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Norm Smith: 206-459-2663 

 

Dec. 4 FEN holiday party www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Mike Wayte: 206-932-7479 

 
 

Membership Information 
 
The board has decided to keep the dues at $25 per year. They have not 
changed since the formation of our club, 11 years ago. We are able to do 
this because we are not spending for copying and postage on the 
newsletter by having it available online to our members. Unpaid members 
will not have access to the newsletter after March. You can pay online via 
PayPal through our website, www.fiatnorthwest.org, or mail a check to: 

Dan Rian, Treasurer 
5523 NE 195th Street 
Kenmore, WA 98028 
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Fiat Enthusiasts 
Northwest 
5523 NE 195th 
Kenmore WA 
98028 
 
 
E-mail: 
editor@ 
fiatnorthwest.org 

 
We’re on the Web! 
www.fiatnorthwest.org 
 

Any questions? You can email Dan at dsrian@msn.com or call at 425-483-
9765. 
 
 

Closing 
Sorry for the delay this month.  The fault is all mine.  I will get this back on 
track next month.  Thanks for your patience. 
 
Have a great month with your top down! 
 
Barry Shamis 

Monthly FEN Meeting 
 

FEN meets the first Wednesday of 
every month (with the exception of July 
and December) at Romio’s on 
Greenwood Ave. and 85th in North 
Seattle. Meeting starts at 7:30 pm. 
Come early for socializing and dining. 
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