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March Newsletter 

March 1, 2004 Volume 14, Number 3 

Message from 

the President: 

The warmish and 
sunny weather 
continues. Rally 
season is 
approaching. 
Although the first 
rally on our 
calendar belongs 
to Norm Smith we 
have invited Ken 
Bottini from the 
MG club, host of 
the Tulip Rallye, to 
discuss this year’s 
event at our 
March 2nd meeting 
at Romio’s. 
Norm’s Tune-up 
Rally will get us 
ready on the 9th of 
April. 
 
Make a correction 
to your FEN 
calendar. The 
Board decided 
that we were 
really too late to 
pull together a 
2005 Festa. Our 
fallback is an all 
day affair on 
Whidbey Island, 
doing the best of 
past Festas. Mark 
August 6th on your 
calendar for the 
busy day (see 
inside). Also mark 
your calendar for 

February Meeting Minutes 
 
FEN Meeting notes - February 2005 
 
Introduzione 
Mike Wayte opened the meeting with his State of FEN speech, which can 
be pretty well boiled down to the following: 
When Bush speaks, he gets undivided attention. When our Fearless Leader 
speaks, he is happy to get any attention. 
In the words of the late great Rodney Dangerfield – he don’t get no respect. 
 
New and prospective members were introduced, including one guy whose 
first introduction to happy Italian motoring was a 1981 FIAT 124 in New 
York City. The car was notable for the fact that the headlamps faced 
vertically down. 
 
Annunci 
There was a short debate over sticker design – members want the “cling” 
type. The club will order 250, plus some more blankets. The blankets sold 
out fast last time; they make good pillows, picnic blankets and presents. 
 
Corrispondenza 
The Oregon bash is finally squared away and will be held over July 21st – 
24th. In the past, quite a few members from FEN have participated, as it is a 
good event. 
 
Initial planning for FEN Festa 2005 is for the following week, so it could be 
a little tight on the organization and participation fronts. 
 
The Labor Day Concours D’Elegance currently has no venue since they got 
kicked off the pier. However, it is not going to be merged with the Kirkland 
show, so beaters can still enter. 
 
Ministero del Tesoro 
We have $X,XXX in checking, so we are in good shape. Currently there are 
still 30 deadbeats from last year – you know who you are  - so pay up! 
There was a motion to circulate the names of non-payers just like sex-
offenders. 
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March 5th to help 
prepare Alan 
Murray’s place for 
the barbeque as 
part of the August 
6th event. Seems 
like a little early 
but if we get the 
weeds and brush 
now while the 
ground is soft and 
damp the final 
clean up will be 
easy. 
 
Many of you Fiat 
fans may have 
heard in the past 
of the talks 
between Fiat and 
General Motors, 
which gave Fiat 
the option to sell 
out to GM. Well, 
it’s all over—GM 
“wiggled” out of 
the deal for a 
mere $2 Billion. 
So Fiat has an 
additional $2B to 
pay of loans and 
perhaps give them 
some breathing 
room to get their 
act together. Let’s 
hope they make 
the best of it. 
 
In the mean time, 
the next meeting 
is set for Romio’s 
on Wednesday, 
March 2 at 7:30. 
Come early and 
socialize—we’re 
really a fun bunch. 
Ciao, 
Mike Wayte 
 
 

Nuovo Commercio 
The club is still looking for speakers at the monthly meetings – if you have 
ideas please forward them to a board member. 
 
Calendario 
The calendar is now updated on the website for 2005. 
 
Varie 
The Some-like-it-hot tour is coming up. We have reserved a block of rooms 
at the Harrison Hot Springs Resort (actually the Executive Hotel nearby) for 
$119 CDN. The tour is the 14th and 15th of May. The tour will meet at 10:00 
am at the Starbucks in Canyon Park, and stop at Big Lake for lunch on the 
way up. The route goes up through highway 9, plus some nice windy roads 
once we get into Canada. – Don’t forget your passport or driver’s license 
plus birth certificate to get across the border. 
 
Festa 2005 
The thinking at the meeting was that this might be just a 2-day event – one 
day shorter than in previous years. (Editors note: since the last meeting the 
board met on this topic – it’s looking like a one-day Whidbey Island event 
on August 13th). 
 
Raduno di Messa a Punto Della Molla 
If you plan to attend the Tune-up Rally, then bone up on old movies, we’re 
talking talkies. The rally will start at Ruby’s in Redmond and end at North 
Bend and will NOT be a bladder buster. 
 
Seduta Sospesa 
The meeting was adjourned and members present partook of sumptuous 
door prizes. 
 

“Some Like It Hot” Spring Tour 
Harrison Hot Springs, Canada – May 14th 

 
We will be gathering at 10:00 at the Starbucks in Canyon Park. Departing at 
10:30 and stopping for lunch at a roadhouse along the way. Wonderful two-
lane roads all the way to HHS. SR-9 to the border crossing in Sumas. Then 
highway 7 along the Fraser river in Canada. 
 
Dinner at a pub near the hotel Saturday evening. 
 
A block of rooms are being held at The Executive Hotel, Harrison Hot 
Springs. 
 
$119 CDN for Saturday night. $89 CDN for Sunday night, if you want to 
stay a second night. 
 
The rooms will be held until April 4th so make your reservations soon. 
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To make your reservation, call the hotel at 888-265-1155. Ask for the "FEN 
car club" rate. 
 

Don’t forget your passport or driver’s license plus birth certificate to get 
across the border. 
 

More information: www.fiatnorthwest.org or Bob Yetter: 206-782-2832 or 
rlyetter@seanet.com. 
 

Festa 2005 Becomes  

Whidbey Island Bash 
 
During the past month we learned that others had already reserved some of 
the venues of past Featas. So the board voted to host a daylong bash on 
Whidbey Island that featured the best of the past. We will start with 
breakfast at a place to be determined and then catch the ferry to Whidbey. 
A poker rally, incorporating lunch, will end at the Bees for the ever-popular 
blindfolded Gymkhana. Then on to Alan Murray’s for a barbeque and 
prizes. We catch the ferry home and rest up all day Sunday so those of you 
who have to go to work on Monday will be fresh and raring to go. Be sure to 
mark August 6 on your calendar. Trent has corrected the calendar and will 
update it as details are finalized. 
 

Work Party at Alan Murray’s 
 
Why:   Help clean up Alan’s property for the August 6th FEN BBQ. 
When:  Saturday, March 5th. 
Time:  9:30a to 4:00p, or as long as you would like to stay. 
Where   3850 RAMS PL, Clinton, WA 98236. 
Directions: Take the Clinton Ferry from Mukilteo to Whidbey Island. Drive 

West to Cultus Bay Road (traffic signal approximately 2 miles 
from Ferry landing). Turn left and drive another 2 miles to 
French Road. After turning right on French Road, drive 0.4 
miles to Whitepine Lane. Turn right and drive North to RAMS 
PL and follow the driveway to the right on to the site. Ferries 
run every half hour. 

Goals:  Pick up winter downfalls, cut down dead trees and burn, cut 
down select Salmon Berry/brush and other general cleanup. 

Have Fun: The day will include a buck-saw competition. Try your skills 
with a partner with a two handed, 6’ long buck saw. Compete 
for fastest time cutting through a large log. 

Lunch: 1:00p Pot-luck lunch with Hot Dogs and Hamburgers provided 
by Alan. 
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FEN 2005 Calendar 
Some dates subject to change. Check the web calendar for the most up-to-
date schedule: http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 
 

Date Event Information 

April 9 Spring Tune Up Ralley www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Norm Smith: 206-459-2663 

April 23 Tulip Ralley www.mgccnwc.com/tulip.htm 
 

May 14 – 15 Some Like It Hot Ralley 
Harrison Hot Springs, BC 

www.fiatnorthwest.org or Bob 
Yetter: 206-782-2832 

May 28 – 29 Run To The Gorge www.abfm.com/gorge.htm or 
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 

 

June 4 Ladies Ralley www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Judy Moise: 206-545-2919 

June 19 Italian Car, Bicycle and 
Motorcycle show in 
Vancouver B.C. 

Trent Wagner: 206-280-3731 

 

June 24 – 27 FIAT Freak Out, Osage 
Beach, MO 

ffo05.italiancarclub.com or 
Trent Wagner: 206-280-3731 

July 1 – 3 Historic Races, P.I.R. – 
Kent, WA 

www.fiatnortwest.org or Dan 
Rian: 425-483-9765 

July 21 – 24 Mirafiori Oregon 2005 www.mirafiori.com or Trent 
Wagner: 206-280-3731 

 

Aug 6 FEN Whidbey Island Bash www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 

Aug. 20 Port Orchard Ralley www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Norm Smith: 206-459-2663 
or Bert Cripe: 360-895-8213 

 

Sept. 17 Surprise Ralley www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Norm Smith: 206-459-2663 

 

Oct. 1 – 2 Festa Italiana, Seattle 
Center 

www.festaseattle.com or Dan 
Rian: 425-483-9765 

Oct. 8 – 9 Maryhill Hill Climb (SOV) www.sovren.org or Norm 
Smith: 206-459-2663 

 

Nov. ? Griot’s Garage tech 
session 

www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Norm Smith: 206-459-2663 

 

Dec. 4 FEN holiday party www.fiatnorthwest.org or 
Mike Wayte: 206-932-7479 
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FEN Merchandise 
Prices reduced 

F.E.N. Merchandise On Sale – Winter is here 
 
We’d like to sell the rest of the merchandise we have on hand. Therefore, 
Dan has cut the price on everything again. Let us know what you’re 
interested in by email (dsrian@msn.com) or phone (425-483-9765) and 
we’ll arrange to get it to you either at a meeting, or we’ll deliver COD. 
 
Here’s the list of what’s left: 
Denim shirts    1 small, 3 medium   $20 each 
Red Fleece    4 large   $20 each 
Wind shirts    1 large only   $20 
Grey Polo shirt, with 3 buttons 1 large   $12 
Baseball Hats   5 left    $10 each 
Regular T-shirts: 
 White    1 large   $8 
 Green    1 med, 2 large  $8 each 
Red Lap Robes (blankets)  24    $15 each 
 

STAY WARM AND COZY !! 
We just got a new shipment of our red FEN fleece lap robes (or picnic 
blanket, or whatever). We sold out of these very quickly last time but we 
were able to get them at a reduced cost so we have dropped the price to 
$15 each. They open up to five feet long and four feet wide and feature our 
logo. They come with a handy carrying strap. Every car should have one. 
You never know when you might be driving along and see a great green 
meadow to relax in. (You provide the wine and cheese.) Seriously folks, it’s 
a great deal at $15 each and they make wonderful gifts! At this price, they 
won’t last. Contact Dan, the treasurer man at dsrian@msn.com or call him 
at 425-483-9765 to place your order. Thanks 
 
Thanks Dan Rian, Treasurer 
 

Membership Information 
 

The board has decided to keep the dues at $25 per year. They 
have not changed since the formation of our club, 11 years ago. 
We are able to do this because we are not spending for copying 
and postage on the newsletter by having it available online to our 
members. Unpaid members will not have access to the 
newsletter after March. You can pay online via PayPal through 
our website, www.fiatnorthwest.org, or mail a check to: 
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Fiat Enthusiasts 
Northwest 
5523 NE 195th 
Kenmore WA 
98028 
 
 
E-mail: 
editor@ 
fiatnorthwest.org 

 
We’re on the Web! 
www.fiatnorthwest.org 
 

Dan Rian, Treasurer 
5523 NE 195th Street 
Kenmore, WA 98028 

 
Any questions? You can email Dan at dsrian@msn.com or call at 425-483-
9765. 
 

 
Have a great month with your top down! 
 
Barry Shamis, Editor 
 

 

Monthly FEN Meeting 
 

FEN meets the first Wednesday of 
every month (with the exception of July 
and December) at Romio’s on 
Greenwood Ave. and 85th in North 
Seattle. Meeting starts at 7:30 pm. 
Come early for socializing and dining. 


