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November 

Newsletter  
November 1, 2004 Volume 13, Number 11 

Message from 

the President: 

The end of the FEN 

year comes a little 

earlier than the 

calendar year.  We 

skip the December 

meeting in favor of 

a Christmas Party 

held the first Sunday 

of the month.  Last 

year Jackie and I 

spent 3 weeks in 

Moscow, Russia and 

missed the event 

that was hosted by 

Gary Reed and Sue 

Emerson.  This year 

finds Jackie 

scheduled to be out 

of town that 

weekend.  Dan and 

Sooz have offered to 

host the party.  See 

their article for 

directions and other 

items of interest. 

Another item of 

some importance is 

elections and a vote 

on raising the dues.  

If you will recall the 

board recommended 

a dues increase with 

a vote to be put off 

until the New Year.  

The last item of 

importance is FEN 

2005.  The board 

met a couple of 

weeks ago to decide 

whether to bring the 

Wenatchee Trip Report 

The day was bright and clear as we assembled at the Canyon Park 
Denny’s (we promise a better restaurant next year).  There were only 
twelve of us in 6 cars.  Dan and Sooz, Mike and Jackie, Hugh and Sally, 
Bert and Dianna, Rex and Carrie, and Bob and Lilian.  Our numbers were 
small, but we were determined to have a great time. 
 
We headed out with Dan in the lead.  It was such a beautiful day that we 
were hoping that we wouldn’t encounter the dreary fog like we have in 
previous years.  However, it wasn't long before our hopes were dashed.  
Sure enough, as we came down the hill on Highway 9 approaching 
Snohomish, we hit a thick fog bank.  The fog stayed with us off and on until 
we cleared Startup.  Then it was clear and sunny all the way across 
Stevens Pass.  The fall colors were in awesome splendor. 
 
We made really good time since we all had a full tank of gas and didn’t 
have to stop in Monroe for what seemed like an eternity.  We met at the 
rest area west of Leavenworth where we all had a chance to get our cars 
ready for the sunshine.  With the tops down on all the Spiders and the top 
off Hugh's X, we headed out in eager anticipation of a great adventure.  
Bob took the lead and did not disappoint.  He led us on a tour of all the 
great little burgs of the Wenatchee River valley; Plain, Peshastin, Dryden, 
Cashmere and Monitor. 
 
We first turned off US2 heading towards Lake Wenatchee, then turned east 
toward Plain.  Up and over the Chumstick grade was some of the best two-
lane driving many of the drivers had seen in a while.  As we neared 
Leavenworth, the route took us on a really nice back road to Peshastin.  
After driving through the orchards with a great view of the river valley, we 
hooked-up with US2 again for a brief stretch.  3 miles later, in Dryden, we 
again left the highway for the joy of the two-lane blacktop.  Ending up on 
the old highway, we entered Cashmere from the backside.  After a nice 
drive through the quaint frontier-style town, we ran into the only snag of the 
trip. 
 
It seems that Bob had put together the route using a map and it wasn't 
possible for him to drive the route beforehand.  The map showed what 
looked like a nice road from Cashmere to Monitor turned out to be a dirt 
road.  Oops!  Don’t want to go there.  So, we backtracked and went with 
Route Plan B. 
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subject to the 

membership.  We 

agreed it would be a 

desirable thing to 

put together again 

and asked Bob 

Yetter to develop a 

questionnaire for the 

membership on 

interest.  Bob’s 

article is in this 

newsletter.  Please 

respond, since we 

will have to start 

planning the event 

soon if we are to 

line up the venues to 

hold the various 

events. 

The above items 

will be thrashed at 

the membership 

meeting on 

November 3 at 

Romio’s at 7:30.  

Come early and 

have dinner and 

conversation with 

us. 

 

Ciao 

Mike Wayte 

 

Back on US2 for a short stretch, we exited the highway and found a 
wonderful road that wound through the orchards, crossing a lovely old 
single-lane bridge and entered the hamlet of Monitor.  There was a very 
nice dog standing in the yard watching us pass. 
 
The rest of the drive into Wenatchee was uneventful except for the 
unexpected detour we encountered.  Fortunately, due to Bob's familiarity of 
the area, we were able to quickly get to town, grab some grub and enjoy 
ourselves at Eastmont Park where the Wings and Wheels Festival was in 
full swing. 
 
They didn’t charge us entry fee and allowed us to park our cars on the 
grass while we had our lunch.  We had a number of people come by 
admiring our cars.  I mean, why wouldn’t they?  How often is it that you can 
see 5 very nice Fiat Spiders and a Bertone X1/9 all together in one place? 
 
We all went back to the hotel and then out to dinner at Tequila's Mexican 
Restaurant.  We were waited on by perhaps the best waitress in Eastern 
Washington.  Great food, great company, great Margaritas and an excellent 
waitress.  It just doesn’t get any better than that! 
 
Back to the hotel to rest for the adventure on Sunday. 
 
The Tour. 
 
Sunday was another beautiful day and we all headed out of the parking lot 
with our tops down.  Bob lead us on some terrific back roads, driving by the 
home in which he grew up.  One of the highlights was the “Yetter High 
Speed Training Route” where he developed his finely honed driving skills.  
The route was a beautiful twisting two-lane road that ran along the 
Wenatchee River, which Bob claimed was in much better condition that 
when he lived there.  He also pointed out the spot where he wrecked his 
mom’s Ford Maverick.  He claimed that he only did two things wrong; 
driving the Maverick fast in the first place and driving it on the route in the 
reverse direction.  Seems that when you go from east to west, the steep 
bank is on your right and you can easily see around the turns.  When you 
go from west to east, the bank is on you left and those same turns become 
blind.  Lesson learned the hard way.  Something about a Toyota Corona. 
 
The route crossed the river and we entered the little hamlet of Monitor, 
which we had visited on Saturday.  The same dog was standing in the 
same yard as he was when we passed through the day before.  Since we 
learned from our trip down the valley on Saturday that there was no 
acceptable way to Cashmere on the back roads, we made for a short blast 
down US2.  We stopped at the Liberty Orchards store and factory where 
the shopping bug was satisfied.  Liberty Orchards is the company that 
makes Aplets and Cotlets and a variety of yummy goodies. 
 
When we hitched up the wagons and resumed our journey, we traveled 
some more great curvy back roads, made another short blast down the 
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highway, exiting at the same spot where we left the highway the day before.  
Again crossing the old single-lane bridge and entered the hamlet of Monitor 
for the third time.  And wouldn’t you know, there was that dog again 
standing in the yard watching us pass.  We’ve come to realize that Monitor 
is just another one-dog-town. 
 
We continued on the old highway up and over Sunnyslope hill, driving past 
Bob’s Elementary school ending up at Ohme Gardens.  The route afforded 
incredible 
views of the valley and city in the distance.  Ohme Gardens is a beautiful 
garden carved out of the rocky bluff just north of Wenatchee with awesome 
views down the Columbia River valley.  The Ohme family started it in 1929 
and is a fixture in the valley.  If you get the chance, a visit is highly 
recommended. 
 
Fall Wenatchee Tour - The Way Back 
 
Fall is my favorite time of year for a Fiat tour, and the tour to Wenatchee is 
the best. of the best!  Bob and Lillian left us at Ohme Gardens. The rest of 
us decided to take the North Cascades Highway home, even though it 
would extend our travel time by a few hours. It was interesting seeing all the 
fly fishermen along the river and the colors on this highway were much 
more intense than the colors going over. We passed by an old Volvo 
graveyard where there were 30-40 old Volvos. The Columbia was very 
calm and had one lone water skier. We wound our way through the red 
Bartlett Pear orchards, on over the pass and into the town of Twisp, where 
we planned on stopping for lunch at the Antlers. Naturally, as soon as we 
walked in, Dan asked the waitress if Matt Birch (retired partner of Robin in 
Performance Motors and one of the original members of  FEN)  had been 
around and learned we missed him by about an hour. After ordering, who 
should come through the door but Matt. We had an enjoyable visit with him 
and others of our group were able to meet him for the first time. After that, 
we continued to wind our way home; Rex and Carrie found their way to Pt. 
Townsend via the keystone ferry, the rest of us took Highway 530 through 
Darrington and Arlington and on to I-5. Bert and Diana took the Southworth 
ferry home. Many thanks to Bert  for organizing the trip, Dan for getting us a 
berth at the car show and Bob for finding the glorious roads. Diana Cripe & 
Sooz Rian 
 

Elections 
Club elections will be held at the November 3 meeting.  I should note that 
the response to my request for folks to challenge any of the incumbents has 
been met with a deafening silence.  On the other hand if you have a beef 
with what the current bunch is doing (or not doing) we would love to get you 
involved in the planning process.  Come to the meeting and see what 
happens. 
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October Meeting Minutes 
The meeting started as usual with an introduction of new and potential 
members: 
• Miriam, who has her own business, has decided to have fun with Fiats 

after finishing raising 4 kids. She has  '77, '78 and '80 spiders which all 
run. She is currently looking for a '69/'70. 

• Bob, who does not currently have a Fiat. His love of Fiats started in 
1970 when Boeing sent him to Italy. He purchased a brand new Fiat 124 
coupe in Turino. He said it was really easy to maintain as every little 
town had a Fiat mechanic on the corner. 

 
Correspondence 
The club had a letter from Alisoun who has left Iowa and is finally 
Washington bound - she will be looking for a Fiat when she gets here, so all 
you X1/9 owners watch out. 
 
Finance 
Dan Dan Treasurer Man gave his report - the club is solvent with 45 paid 
members, 7 temporary and 7 complimentary, for a total of 54. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Wenatchee Trip 
The Wenatchee trip went well, 6 cars and 12 people. Bob Yetter took the 
group on some great roads, via Cashmere for some aplets and cotlets. On 
the Sunday the group split with some taking Highway 2 home and some 
taking the North Cascades highway.  
 
Festa Italiana 
There were three Fiats and a Lancia. Those who attended had a good time 
and some good food. The Ferrari club also had a good turnout. 
 
Oregon Drive 
There is a drive penciled in for October 23rd. We have not yet heard 
anything from the Oregon crew, so it's looking iffy. 
 
Elections 
No not the republican democratic thing; the important election - club 
officers. Yes it's coming up to that time of year again. So if you (or someone 
you know) wishes to stand, let a board member know so we can get the 
nominations into the newsletter. 
 
FEN 2005 
You may remember the club hosted multi-day events in 2001 and 2003. 
Dan, Sooz and Mike went to Monterey again this year and the locals asked 
if we are thinking of hosting another event in 2005. 
There was a short discussion about hosting another event, it's a lot of work, 
plus we don't want to pick date that conflicts with the Californian and 
Oregon annual summer bunfights. 
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Previously, we have had a Friday rally, Saturday gymkhana and Sunday 
car show, would we want to stick to the same formula? 
Some thoughts that were expressed: is it too soon to do it again, is the 
event too busy, should the rallies be shorter, maybe it should be a two day 
thing. 
The subject was left as still under discussion. 
 
MaryHill Hill Climb 
The MaryHill hill climb event will be October 11th ad 12th. It's held off 
highway 97 on 2.5 miles of the twistiest road you've ever seen in your life. 
It's held every year and is a lot of fun. 
 
New Business 
Bob Yetter floated the idea of a rally up to Harrison Hot Springs in B.C. 
sometime in the late spring. Robin mentioned that the MG car club does 
this drive every year - maybe we could hook up and go with them. 
 
Speaker 
The formal part of the meeting ended and it was time for the Mattman and 
Robin show. Mattman was unable to be present, so Robin fielded questions 
single-handed. The super villain was Winter and Robin was determined to 
help us get our Fiats through unscathed. Some of the tactics to defeat 
Winter were: 
• POW  - change antifreeze every two years 
• BAZAAM - Pump tires up to 60 psi to help keep them round during 

extended lay-ups 
• THWACK - Change the oil to get rid of acid 
• SMACK  - if you keep you car outside never cover it with a tarp (Not 

never? Well hardly ever - ed.) 
• KABAAM - clean and polish it before storing - remember you don't ride 

a horse hard and put it away wet. 
• THONK - fill up the gas tank before storing the car - not because the 

gas goes off, but it'll be cheaper than waiting till the spring. 
• AAARGH - Bert suggested keeping a journal of dates/mileage, part 

numbers, costs etc. So you know what you did when. 
•  ZOWEE - disconnect the battery or connect it to a battery tender which 

will keep it fully charged.  
 
After Robin's vigorous workout defending us against Winter the meeting 
was adjourned.  
 

We Need Your Input 
Twice in the past, our club has hosted a Four-day Festa in August.  Our 
Festa was open to anyone who loves, owns or appreciates Italian cars. We 
are considering hosting another one in 2005. 
 
In the past, we began on Thursday with dinner and followed-up on Friday 
by having a rally, ending up for with a Native-American dinner on the Tulalip 
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Indian reservation. Saturday morning we started bright and early with a 
poker run on Whidbey Island. After the lunch break, we had a blind 
gymkhana, then a barbecue dinner to finish the day.  Sunday morning we 
had a pancake breakfast and a show and shine car show in Edmonds on 
the waterfront. The cost for the Festa was $40 plus a fee for many of the 
activities.  The total cost, depending on activities selected could run to 
about $90 per person. 
 
There is no question that it is a lot of fun, but it takes a lot of work and it 
takes a commitment from a large number of members to help on the 
committees to make this possible.  The 2001 event was very well attended, 
but attendance at the event in 2003 was fairly light. We suspect attendance 
was affected by the date (same as Monterey). The club in California has 
asked us if we were going to host another event in 2005. Among the 
questions we are asking internally is are we doing this for FEN or possible 
visitors.  We are looking for a level of interest and some indication of 
willingness to help (lots of helpers = less work per helper). 
 
We are looking at a three-day event rather than four and eliminating the 
activities on Friday, but need a sufficient level of interest to proceed. 
So… 
WE NEED YOUR INPUT! 
 
Please send an e-mail to the VP, Robert Yetter (rlyetter@seanet.com) with 
your answer to the following  question: 
 
Are you interested in participating in the Festa in 2005? 
 
1. Yes, I am interested in a three-day event. 
2. Yes, I am interested in a four-day event. 
3. No, I am not interested in participating at all. 
 
This is not a commitment to participate in all the activities, but is intended to 
serve as a gauge of interest in having the club invest the effort to put on 
Festa 2005.  It doesn’t have to be exactly what we've done in the past, but 
would appreciate any input you have. 
 
Thank You! 
 

Ask Robin 
Hi Robin 
 
I challenge you to pimp-out my spider for some summertime cruising for 
under five hundred dollars, just like one of them TV makeover shows. Oh 
and by they way – you can only use eBay to get the required stuff. 
 
Cheers, 
Dell-Boy 
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Robin Responds 
 
Well Dell-Boy, that’s quite a challenge you’ve given me. It took a bit of 
thinking to come up with some crafty cost savers. Of course it helps being a 
mechanic as I can do any required work myself, plus I have some odds and 
sods lying around in the shop.  Also it helped that the car was gold to start 
with. But, anyway here’s the final tab: 
 

• A set of white wall tires, this was the most expensive item on the list, 
but I think it was definitely worth it given the look we are going for -  
$175 

• I wanted some chrome rims, but they were just going to break the 
budget, so I settled for some chrome spoked hub caps. Not an exact 
fit, but with some small inconspicuous fasteners I was able to get 
them so you have to look quite hard to see they are not a match for 
the wheel  - $100 

• Spacers to make the wheels look wider: free I used some stuff lying 
around the shop. 

• I wanted a white convertible top, but again it was going to bust the 
budget. However as we are talking summertime, top-down, I cheated 
a little. I spray painted a convertible top boot shiny white – spray 
paint can $2 

• Leopard skin steering wheel, seatbelt and seat covers - $18  
• Window tint – do it yourself tint film  $5 
• Pair of woofers to mount in the back seat - $69 
• high power amp - $50 
• Nodding dog for the dashboard $5 
• Furry Dice $3 
• Valeting the car – elbow grease and cleaner/polish on hand 

 
Well that was it for the car. However, I need some threads to complete the 
look: 

• Mustard yellow zoot suit $50 
• Disco leather pimp shirt and tie $10 
• Fake gold tooth with inlaid  dollar - $10 
• Hip Hop medallion - $20 
• Gangster rap CD - $6 

 
Wow, that was tough. Total cost of $523 - a little over target but I think I 
was able to get quite a complete package together. 
 
Until Next Time 
 
Cheers ears, 
Robin 
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The Musical Comedy Murders of 

1940 
The ‘stage door slasher’ is at work in an isolated country mansion. A group 
of actors, directors, chorus girls and spies in disguise are there for an 
alleged ‘backer’s audition’. Bodies start dropping and suspicion mounts with 
the demise of each new victim until the ‘slasher’ is finally unmasked-much 
to the relief of the audience, who will need a rest following this hilarious 
comedy. All performances on the stage at the Bothell Senior Center, 10201 
East Riverside Drive, Bothell, WA 98011. 425-483-9765. 
Play dates are:  Fridays, Oct 29, Nov5 @ 8:00 p.m. 
   Saturday, November 20 @ 7:30 p.m. 
   Sundays, Nov. 7, 14 & 21st @ 5”:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $10.00 general public; $8.00 students and senior members. 
 
Suzanne Rian, Publicity chairman 425-483-9765 or email 
dsrian@msn.com. 
 

Guy Fawkes Celebration 
Meet at Golden Gardens beach Saturday, November 6th around 5:00pm. 
Philip and Carmen will be bring jacket (baked) potatoes and soup or chili, 
plus some firewood and the Guy. Bring your own small Guy if you want. 
Please bring some additional firewood too. 
 

13th Annual FEN Holiday Party 
The first Sunday in December (December 5th) has been our traditional (13th 
annual) party at 2:00 p.m. This year it will be at Dan and Sooz Rian’s, who 
have offered to host it unless someone with a bigger house offers. 
Everyone please bring an ornament ($5 or under) to exchange and a 
donation for Second Harvest. The club will provide the meat. Last names 
beginning with: 
 
 A-J    Salads 
 K-P    Desserts 
 R-Z Appetizers 
 
If this doesn’t work for you, bring whatever you want. The club will provide 
soft drinks, if you desire something else, BYOB. This takes the place of our 
December meeting at Romio’s. THERE IS NO DECEMBER MEETING AT 
ROMIO’S! 
 
Rian’s address is 5523 NE 195th Street, Kenmore. 
 
Directions: 
From I-5, take exit # 177, head East, towards Lake Forest Park. This 
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dumps you onto Ballinger Way. Follow Ballinger Way until it “T’s” at Lake 
Forest Park. Turn left there, onto Bothell Way. Go to the next traffic signal 
(61st NE). You will see a Jack-In-The-Box on your left. Turn left there. (61st 
NE) Go approximately  of a mile, you will see apartments on your right, a 
green sign to Abbey View Cemetery. You will turn left here, onto NE 193rd, 
also called 55th NE. Continue on that road, keeping the mini-mart to your 
left. Approximately one block after the mini mart, you will see a large brown 
fence, turn right immediately after the fence onto NE 195th. We are the third 
house on the right. 
 
From I-405, take exit # 23, proceed into Bothell, go straight through the 
main intersection of Bothell onto Bothell Way. Follow signs to Seattle. 
When you reach 61st NE, you will see a Jack-In-The-Box on your right, turn 
right there Go approximately  of a mile, you will see apartments on your 
right, a green sign to Abbey View Cemetery. You will turn left here, onto NE 
193rd, also called 55th NE. Continue on that road, keeping the mini-mart to 
your left. Approximately one block after the mini mart, you will see a large 
brown fence, turn right immediately after the fence onto NE 195th. We are 
the third house on the right. 
 
If you need other information, call 425-483-9765 or email dsrian@msn.com. 
 

Calendar 
 Calendar of Events 

2004 

 

Event DAY/TIME LOCATION 

FEN Meeting Nov 3@7:30 Meeting 
Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & 
Pasta 

Guy Fawkes Celebration November 5 Details Above 

FEN Christmas Party 5 December Rian Residence 

 

FEN Merchandise 
Winter’s coming! We’d like to end the year by selling the rest of the 
merchandise we have on hand. Therefore, Dan has cut the price on 
everything. Let us know what you’re interested in by email 
(dsrian@msn.com) or phone (425-483-9765) and we’ll arrange to get it to 
you either at the meeting, or we’ll deliver COD. 
 
Here’s the list: 
Denim shirts  1 small, 3 medium only $25 each 
Black Fleece  1 only X large  $25 
Red Fleece  4 large   $25 each 
Wind shirts    1 large only $25 
Grey Polo shirts with 3 buttons 1 large $15 
Baseball Hats-6     $10 each 
Regular T shirts     $8 each 
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  White – 1 large, Green – 1 med, 2 large 
I will have them at the November meeting and the Christmas party on 
December 5th. 
 
Thanks Dan Rian, Treasurer 
 

That’s All! 
Have a great month with your top down! 

 

Barry Shamis, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fiat Enthusiasts 
Northwest 
5523 NE 195th 
Kenmore WA 98028 
 
 
 
E-mail: 
editor@fiatnorthwest.org 

 
We’re on the Web! 
www.fiatnorthwest.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


